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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Large two-story trick. Located near center of town of Ridgeway, 
Built 1853. Greek Revival design, fronted with double-tiered, bal- 
ustraded piazzas and crowning pediment. Double doors on "both floors 
have glass transoms and sidelights, flat arches over windows.

Original interior was composed of four rooms with unusually 
large dining room and wide hall on first floor; second floor had 
four rooas, central hall, and large ballroom. Two stairways include 
the main staircase and a service stairway to the ballroom. Present 
inferior has been adapted for community activities. Furnished with 
antiques. Large trees on grounds add distinctive beauty and dignity,
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Century House is significant historically, culturally, and 
architecturally. As the residence of a large planter, it reflected 
gay life of antebellum South, later served as Confederate head­ 
quarters and is now a community center and library.

Situated on the Charlotte and South Carolina Eailroad, house
became center of social and "business life of Ridgeway. During.the
Confederate War, Century House entertained and sheltered many refugees
from Low Country South Carolina and from Georgia.

When General P.G.T. Beauregard evacuated Columbia upon the 
approach of Sherman's Army, Ridgeway was chosen as Confederate 
headquarters (Feb. 17-19, 1865). Century House served as head­ 
quarters for General Beauregard and his staff.

Thomas Hines Coleman, founder of Florida State School for the 
Deaf and Blind was born here in 1885.

A cherished landmark, the Century House is a good example of 
constructive preservation and adaptive use. While preserving the 
appearance and hospitable atmosphere of antebellum Airfield, it 
also provides modern facilities for a variety of community meetings 
and activities.
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