NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)

United States Department of the Interior RECEIVE* 2230
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Registration Form RECBIER (F HSTORC RACES
HATONAL PARK SFRUE

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See Instructions in National Register Bulletin,
How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter
"N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories
from the Instructions. Place additional certlfrcation comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Fomi 10-
900a).

JIN 29 A2

1. Name of Property
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other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 124-132 Fenn Street, 67-71 Federal Street not for publication
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state  Massachusetts code MA county WKI?~fk'; k, ff code 003 zip code 01201

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
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registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

national statewide / local
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Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, SHPO, MHC Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
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Berkshire, Massachusetts

Frank Howard Building
County and State

Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
Contributing Noncontributing
private X building(s) 1 0 buildings
public - Local district 0 0 sites
public - State site 0 0 structures
public - Federal structure 0 0 objects
object 1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

COMMERCE/TRADE/specialty store/hardware

store

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE 19"~ & 20N CENTURY REVIVAL/Classical

Revival

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

COMMERCE/TRADE/specialty store

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: CONCRETE
walls: BRICK, STONE/Limestone/Marble,

WOOD, METAL
roof: ASPHALT

other:
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The Frank Howard Building (photo 1) is located in Berkshire County's largest urban commercid center—Pittsfield,
Massachusatts—two  blocks eedt of North Street, the main commercia street. The Howard Building is eest of City Hall,
which iswithin the Park Sguare National Regigter Historic District (1975/1991), and half ablock south of the Fittsfield
Common (figure 1).

The building occupies the full width of ablock on acomer lot, 20 it hes three dregt devations. Fenn Street on the
north, First Street on the eedt, and Federd Street on the south. Projecting from itswest elevation aretwo
undigtinguished, mid 20*"century buildings (photo 3) that separate the Howard Building from the Park Sguare Historic
Digtrict. Other than sharing a firewall, the two structures are unrdated to the Howard Building. The neighborhood of
Firgt, Federd, and Fenn Streets is a mixed commercid and ingtitutional neighborhood. Within ablock of the building
are two churches, the former William R. Plunkett School, and anumber of amaler, commercid buildings. An example
of awell-built, early 20*"century commercid structure, the Howard Building hes amix of office and retail goace The
three-gtory, red-brick and limestone building was designed by Joseph McArthur Vance in the Classica Reviva style.
Other Vance-designed buildings, which are of smilar scae, level of omamentd detail, and quality of materids, are
located in the adjacent Park Square and Upper North Street Historic Didtricts

Narrative Description
Exterior Description

The Frank Howard Building isathree-gtory, red-brick building with aflat roof bordered by a pargpet wall (photograph
2). The building isClassicd Reviva in style, and itsthree dregt devations are designed incdassica column order, with
the first story acting as bass, sscond and third gories as shaft, and the pargpet wall as the capital. The fourth (west)
devation isblind with two atached buildings. One two-story building shares a party wall on the north end of thewest
devation, and one single-story building sharesthe party wall on the south end (photograph 3). The west devation is
notable for remnants of apainted sign on its upper southwest comer reading, "Howard." The brickwork of the three
dredt devations isomamentd, with five rows of gretchersfollowed by a single row of dternating stretchers and
heeders. The brick is smooth-faced, and mortar joints are uniformly recessed. Limestone is used for the window sills,
pilaster bases and other omament; granite is used for Seps, visible foundation sones, and thresholds.

The principa eevation isthe north faBade on Fenn Street (photograph 2). On the first ory, the two eestem bays of the
faBade are the origina Howard hardware storefront, with a recessed entry between two glass digplay windows. The
display windows rest on bases glazed in pandswith an opague ceramic material, which isaca 1930, dterationto an
original wood-panded base The eestemmogt display window hes itsoriginal copper comer muntins and wood-framed
windows, but the glassof the adjacent Fenn Street opening hes been re-glazed, maintainingitsorigina size, with an
auminum muntin dividing it into two pieces of glass (photograph 4). The more westerly display window hes its
origina wood frame and single glazing. The recessad entry hes glazed display windows a each sde, and origina
vamished matchboard ceiling. Itiscompased of an duminum-framed vegtibule door and duminum-framed inner door.
This entry sysem isareplacement, insarted intothe original space. No dterations were medeto the display windows
or matchboard ceiling to admit the aluminum replacement structure. The floor of the recessad entry isamosac tilein
which the word "Howard" has bean laid (photograph 5). To the west on the Fenn Stret faBade, in the three remaining
baysa thefirst-storylevel, are two storefronts separated by a shallow recessad entry with three glass and duminum

(continued)
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doors and an original tile mosaic floor (photographs 4 and 6). The center door of the recessed entry leads to the
building's upper stories; its two flanking doors lead into the adjacent storefronts, with display windows in wood frames
over a metal base on the east and a louvered base on the west. A portion of original wood paneling remains on the base
reveal of the westem storefront (photograph 7). The three entry doors are separated by slender wood pilasters that
support an entablature with a dentil row. Above the doors are original solid panels, omamented with a Classical
Revival dentil row at the ceiling junction.

Multiple-light transoms of translucent, decorative glass blocks, dating from the building's 1916 construction, top the
display windows across the north fafade (photograph 8). Five brick piers with limestone bases separate the storefronts
and form the building comers. They rise to an entablature that consists of a limestone stringcourse below a metal frieze
and projecting metal comice. In the middle bay of this elevation, beneath the comice, is a full-width limestone sign
block with the word "HOWARD" engraved in it. The entablature serves as the base for the second and third stories.
On the north fa9ade paneled piers divide these upper stories into five bays. Within the bays there are triple and double
windows corresponding to the storefronts and entries below (photograph 4). From the east, the bays contain: three
windows; three windows; two windows; three windows; and two windows. The window openings contain white vinyl
storm/screen combinations, with 6/6 and 9/9 muntin configurations in front of replacement metal 1/1 sash. The original
window configurations for the second and third stories' sashes were 1/1. The windows have straight lintels made up of
header bricks, and their limestone sills are continuous across each bay. The second- and third-story piers have narrow
limestone blocks as capitals below a square-paneled impost block, and they support a projecting, molded, metal
comice. Above the comice is the parapet wall with merlons rising above each of the piers below (photograph 4). Each
merlon is omamented with a recessed limestone panel. Copper caps the parapet wall.

The east elevation of the building repeats the base, shaft, and capital divisions, and the entablature and comice between
the first and second floors cross this elevation as well (photograph 9). The second and third stories are divided into
nine bays of paired windows. Above the third story the comice and parapet wall continue. At the first-story level,
however, placement of the fenestration departs slightly from the north and south for its asymmetry. In the center of this
more utilitarian story is a double-wide opening, with a recessed pedestrian door adjacent to a paneled overhead loading
door. To its north are two paired, full-length windows, followed by two paired half-length windows. To its south isa
single pair of full-length windows and one bay where a pair of half-length windows were in-filled with brick. They are
followed by a comer storefront window from the south storefront. The only alterations to this elevation are the use of
an overhead door on the loading dock, and the two window infills.

The south elevation of the building (photograph 10) continues the classical column divisions, but the stories are not
mirror images of the north fa9ade. The first story is devoted to storefronts, as on the north, but the configuration differs
because the south elevation was designed as four rather than five bays. On the upper stories, the fenestration pattem of
the four bays is, from west to east: three windows; three windows; two windows; two windows. On the eastem half of
this elevation is a single glass, aluminum, and ceramic metal-base storefront (71 Federal Street) with a recessed side
entrance near the center of the building. It is a replacement of an earlier storefront that had a center entry between two
display windows; however, like the corresponding storefront on the north, it retains the original configuration and has a
comer display window on First Street, the east elevation. The west half of the first story is composed of a recessed
entrance in the center of the elevation followed by two storefronts. There are two doors in the recessed entry—one to
the second floor and one to the adjacent store. The doors are glass and aluminum, and the storefront closest to the entry
has maintained the original configuration of its display windows, but the frames are aluminum rather than the original
copper frames, indicating it was a later alteration. The westemmost storefront has a brick base that replaced a wooden
base ca. 1940, and its storefront has been temporarily boarded in. The main recessed entry floor retains its tile mosaic.
Four brick piers dividing the bays duplicate those of the north. An added signboard has been tacked on to the brick
frieze between first and second stories, but the frieze remains beneath it and the comice is a continuation from the north
and east sides of the building. Windows in this elevation at the second and third stories have the same vinyl
storm/screens in front of 1/1 metal replacement windows as the north facade, all of which are equal in size. The comice
above the third story is a continuation from north and east, as is the parapet wall.

(continued)
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Interior Description

The Howard Building was congtructed with heavy timbersin the manner of dow-buming constmctionwith no floor
joists, but with heavy planks spanning the wood beams (photograph 11). Cast-iron columns supporting the bearms are
dtached to them by iron brackets. Thiswas aconservative manna of building—the first al-sted frame hed bean built
2 yearsearlier in New York in 1894. Thebuilding isthree equa structura bays wide and eight structura bays long,
though the eestemmogat bay has been evenly divided into two bays with an extra row of cast-iron columns on the sscond
and third floors (photograph 20). From basement to third floor, the cagt-iron columns decreese in Sze as their load
diminishes. Within this structural framework the building isvarioudy partitioned on itsthreefloorsand basement.

The concrete-floored basement occupies the full width and length of the building and isdivided into eest, middle, and
west sections by brick walls. There is ahardware gore officein the eest basament that is devated above floor levd on
abeseof brick, and is partitioned off by matchboard walls (photograph 12). It ison the outer eest wall and is reeched
by ashort flight of gairs. On arow of gones beneeth the office goace is stenciling marking sorage aressfor plager
componeants as follows: "grit, beef sorgp, oyster shells'; "white atlas, white sand”; "goat hair, Keene cemat,
MEDUSDA"; "hydrate lime"; and "wood pulp, plager, alas cement.” A wooden freight eevator connects the
besament with the first, second, and third floorsto the roof, neer the east elevation's loading dock. It hes a2004 ceb
inserted into its shaft, but the original wood grate exigts a the basemant level. The middle and west sections of the
besament have been divided into utility gpacesby drywall partitions and contain equipment rooms.

The first-floor layout is divided into three goaces corregponding to the three bays of roughly equa dimensions. Inthe
center and entered from north and south by storefront entrances is abroad corridor goace (photograph 13). On the north
end of the corridor and on its eest Sde isacommercid goace with astorefront on Fenn Street. A corresponding
storefront on the south end of the corridor hes no partitionsfor acommercid space. The devator opensto the corridor
on itseegem sde. Onthe west sde of the center corridor, the bay isdivided into commercid goeces that eech extend
half-way acrossthe length of the building. Their storefrontsface onto Fenn and Fedard Streets. On the eadt Side of the
center corridor, the bay has again bean divided approximately midway to creste two commercid goeceson the north
and the south opening to Fenn and Federd Streets. The first floor hes itsoriginal wood floors, plaster walls, and gairs.
In the center of the corridor, a portion of the floor hes bean built up with plywood from north to south to creete a ramp
and equdize differing entry levesfor accessibility. A railing borders the ramp and is decorated with portionsof a
metal conveyor (photograph 14). There isan gpen daircase connecting the first and second floorsin the eestem third

of the building on its south side (photograph 15). 1t hes awooden garcase with tumed balugsters. Aboveitsfirst gep is
a pendant glassand metd lighting fixture. Stairs to the basament are located on the eest and west Sdes of the building.

The endosed Fenn Streat dtair leading to the seocond floor from arecessed entry hes pink marble steps, white marble
wainscoting with ared marble chair rail (photograph 16). It is duplicated on the south eevation leading from Federd
Street. These dairs leed to the office goaces of the second floor and were made more appropriately formal and degant
for public use Aswas the practice for mixed use buildings, the enclosed daircasss lead directly from the street tothe
seoond floor.

The sscond floor isdevoted on its et and north walls to offices reached by an L-shaped corridor. Onthe outer Sde of
the corridor are ten office goaces—some of which interconnect—that are well-lit by the rows of windows of the eed,
north, and south eevations (photograph 17). On the inner Sde of the corridor are two bathrooms, severd sorage
rooms and—separding the two bathrooms but connected by intemal hopper windows—an airshaft topped by a
skylight. The offices are created by tranducent glassand wood partitions dong the corridor, letting the light penetrate
further into the building (photograph 18). The glassis decorative and the wood framework isvamished. Doorsare
patialy glazed and have transoms framed by vamished wood surrounds.  Inner officewalls are wood panded and
plaster. The bathrooms have marble wainscoting and marble partitions (photograph 19).

(continued)
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The bdance of the second floor is open goace broken only by arow of cagt-iron columns. This L-sheped goecehes an
added vinyl-tiled floor and plagter outer walls. There are no partition ghogs on the walls, 0 it hes long bean an open

gpace (photograph 11).

Thethird floor isentirely open with the exception of the two stairwells, the devator shaft, and the airshaft that
penetrates its goace (photograph 20). Floors are wood, wallsare plagter, and the ceiling hes wooden beams with braces
above them to support the roof as it dopesto the center of the goacefor drainage (photograph 21).

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American sites are known on the Howard Building property, stes may be present. Six ancient
dtesare recorded in the generd area (within one mile). Most known stes are located on riverineterraces bordering the
Wes Branch of the Housatonic River and itstributaries, located approximately one-half mile to the west of the Howard
Building. Environmentd characterigtics of the nominated property do not represent locationd criteria(soil drainage,
dope, proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the presence of Native dtes. Soil types on the level to moderatdy
doping property are classified as urban land that hes bean significantly atered or obscured by urban works and
gructures, making the identification of soil characterigtics impossible. Buildings, industrial aress, paved parking lots,
sdewdks, roads, ad railroad yards cover mogt of the land surface. The Howard Building is dso located over 1,000
feet from the neerest wetlands. The Eagt Branch of the Housatonic River lies approximately one-haf mileto the
southeedt, while the West Branch of the Housatonic River lies approximately one-haf mile to the west. The entire city
of Pittsfield lieswithin the Housatonic River drainage. Given the above information, the smdl sze of the nominated
property (0.241 acres), ad the fact that the three-story, red-brick building covers nearly the entire lot, alow potentia
exigs for locating ancient Native American resources on the Frank Howard Building property. Any potentia ancient
resourcesthat may have been present on the property were destroyed by construction of the Howard Building.

A low potentia dso exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Frank Howard Building property.
While the Howard Building was built in an area of commercia buildingsand part of the 19™ catury Allan Edtate, no
dructures have been identified rdated to either form of land use. Any potential mctures that were present onthe
property prior to 1916 were a0 destroyed by constmction of the Frank Howard Building.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

Properly is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in ail the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious

purposes.

Berkshire, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Architecture

Commerce

Period of Significance

1916-1960

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Cultural Affiliation

B removed from its original location.
C a hirthplace or grave.
D acemetery.
E areconstructed building, object, or structure. Architect/Builder
Joseph McArthur Vance, architect
F acommemorative property.
G less than 50 years old or achieving significance

within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

The period of significance of the building extends from its construction in 1916 to the end of its use as a hardware store
by the second generation of its owners, the Howards, in 1960.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)

None
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

The Frank Howard Building in Pittsfield, MA, retains integrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship,
fedling, and association, and isdligible for listing inthe National Regiger of Historic Hacesunder CriteriaA and Ca the
locd levd.

Linder Criterion A, the Howard Building is historically significant as the location of abusnessthat operated throughout
the first half of the 20" century and contributed to the deveopment of PFittsfield as acity. The Howard company is
significant for serving the surrounding Berkshire County farms and gentlemen's estates between 1893 and 1960 as they
trandtioned from agricultural usss to suburban neighborhoods. The Howard Hardware business contributed to Pittsfield,
serving as a source for building materias for seven decades. The Howard Building is representative of a 20" century
New England generd hardware business building whose owners used science and innovative marketing to shift the
inventory to meat the nesdsof achanging society. The building is significant as the location of afamily-run busness
whose two generations of ownerswere active for 67 years as other Pittsfield hardware budnesses either came and wentt,
or specidized.

Under Criterion C, the Howard Building is architecturally significant as awel-preserved example of thework of Josgph
McArthur Vance, a Pittsfield architect who was responsible for alarge number of commerciad and ingtitutional buildings
that gand as magjor contributorsto Pittsfield's character. Waell-versed in the architectura idioms of the early 20* century,
Vance designed the Howard Building and his other commercid blocksto harmonize stylistically. Collectively they cregte
a grong architectural context for downtown Pittsfield. The Howard Building is significant as a representative Classica
Revivd-gtyle commercia building of the early 20* century that displays smple geomelry inits decorative features. The
building isdso representative of the type of commercid design that existed outside Chicago and New York. Itisthe
mod intact of Vance's commercid buildingsin Pittsfield and hes the fewest storefront dterations, thanks to thelong
Howard-family ownership.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)
Historical Narrative

Howard & Morrow and Frank Howard, Inc., North Street. 1893-1915

The Frank Howard Building was constructed in 1916 to house a hardware and agricultural implement busnessthat hed
been forced to move from its first dore & 59 North Street in Pittsfield when the building was sold to the Kresge
Company. The busnesshad been formed in 1893 as "Howard & Morrow" by Frank Howard and John C. Morrow to sl
farming supplies and implements. Their location on North Street, which istwo blockswest of the presant location, mede
the first store part of Pittsfield's mgjor commercid thoroughfare. That same year they produced their first seed
catdogue. A picture (Historic Photograph A, 1905) of their gore interior on North Strest suggests not only why the
busness eventudly moved to larger quarters, but aso the true range of supplies and implements in ssock—ranging from
home gardening to farm-scae planting, cultivating, harvesting, cooking, and canning—that were wedged into the store
interior. Among the firm's employees in 1905 were Pittsfield natives Frank Hadsdll, Eva Ddlamarter, and Lillian
Simmons, who was a bookkeeper.

In the 18905 Pittsfield was acity of commerce and ingtitutions, and it was the largest commercia center for the
surrounding smdl farmsand great estates of the rural Berkshires, to which Howard & Morrow delivered orders by horse
and wagon. In 1910, Howard & Morrow became solely Frank Howard's business when he bought out John Morrow.

(continued)



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Fomi

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
Frank Howard Building Berkshire, Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

From the directory of 1915 it iscear that the business on North Street had atdephone and had expanded itsfocus from
agriculture to congtruction, as contractor's tools dong with flue lining, wall plaster, and sewer pipes were now being
advertised. At the timewhen Howard mede his decision to moveto alarger building and expand the business, there were
three other businesses sdlling agricultural implementsin Pittsfield Center, and all three were on North Stredt.

By expanding his stock between 1893 and 1915, Frank Howard was responding to the market in an increasingly
suburbanizing Pittsfield where building congtruction was active, if agriculture was geady. The city saw growth asan
important manufacturing center beginning in 1891, when Stanley Electric Manufacturing Company arrived; thisgrowth
continued after 1903 when Stanley Electric became Generd Electric, launching a decadeslong expanson. The dectrica
industry drew population in need of housing, and Howard, as well as the other agricultural implement stores, was thereto
provide the materiads and equipment. The dud agriculture/congtruction focusof the company wasto lagt until its closing
in 1960, but agricultura goods and supplies were dwaysthe primary focus. Frank Howard was popularly known asa
ssad company and, beginningin 1916, the company annualy produced a scientifically annotated sssd catdogue, whichit
produced through 1960, issuing 10,000 copies that year done.

By the first decade of the 20* century, Fenn and Federd Stregts, ablock eedt of North Street, were predominantly
commercid, but there dso remained severd 19*"century edatesthat had once dominated this section of Fittsfield. In
1904, the egtate of Mrs. Thomas Allan extended from Park Squareto Fenn Stregt, with one lot subdivided off for a
lumber comparny on the southeest comer of Fenn and First Stredts.

Frank Howard. Inc. on Fenn. Federd, and First Streets. 1914-1960

In 1914, adecade after the 1904 mgp was drawn, the building on North Streat housing Howard's store wias taken over by
the Kresge Company, and Howard needed to rdocate hisbusiness  His choice wasto build alarge commerciad building
on Fenn Streat and to extend it further south, on the now-divided Allan edate, through to Federd Street. 1t would have
goresonthefirst floor, offices on the second floor, and sorege for his busness on the third floor. The office renta
goacewas on the north and east Sdes of the sacond floor from 124-128 Fenn Strest and from 63-69 Federd Stredt.
Howard's Hardware store occupied the entire first floor of the building between Fenn and Federd Stredts—at 132 Fen
Stret and 71 Federd Srest—and the entire third floor.

Temporary Sore

Until the new building wasfinished,however, Howard moved the company in 1916 from North Street to aone-gtory,
wood-frame gore he built on the southwest comer of Federd and First Streets (Historic Photograph B). It gopears that
this temporary building was designed by architect Fred H. Brown (DPS card file). The novety-sided building sported a
painted sign on one sde, as well as avertica dectrica sgn saying "Howards." The business operated there for ayear,
continuing to deliver goods to cusomers, but by then, it had amoatorized vehicle as well as his horse-drawn wagon. Both
the temporary and the new store's siteswere located just behind the former Centra Fire Station.

History of Howard Building's Occupants

When the new permanent Howard Building was completed, its renta goaces on the first and second floorswere occupied
by amixture of gores, doctors, govamment offices, and offices of the New England Tdephone and Teegraph Compary
(Historic Photographs C and D). Dr. H. J. Roney was the first doctor in the building, occupying offices there for over
thirty yearsand wasjoined by Drs. H. E. Story and Gordon W. Barrett, the latter for about twenty years. The building
often held its other tenants for many years and was consistently the home officefor agricultura organizations. 1n 1920,
the Berkshire County Farm Bureau was & 126 Fan Street on the second fioor followed in 1930 by the Berkshire County
Extenson Savices NET& T remained on the second floor through 1930. The offices of Drs. Roney and Barrett were do

(continued)
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on the second floor. National Cash Register Company took goace on the second floor. In 1920 the R. McFarlane Tire
Company occupied the first-floor 67 Federd Street storefront, while Hackbridge and Castle, ameat market and grocery
dore, rented the storefront a 128 Fenn Street.

By 1930, the Regigtry of Mator Vehicles had taken first-floor commercia goace inthe building, a 63 Federd Stred,
National Cash Regiger had expanded to include the storefront a 67 Federd Stregt, and the U.S. Pogd Ddivery Sarvice
was inthe storefront a 124 Fenn Street.  In the storefront at 128 was Van Deusen & Toole, amen'sclothing sore. On
the second floor Drs. Roney and Herbert F. Wright had their offices, sharing oecewith National Cash Regider, which
presumably occupied the large open second-floor gpace Frank Howard had an automatic fire sprinkler sysem ingtaled
in the building in 1931, a acog of $7,000. Until then, the fire suppresson sysem had depended on buckets Sationed
throughout the building.

Little had changed by 1940. The Federd Streat storefront a #63 was vacant; National Cash Register Company wes still
occupying the storefront & 67 Federd Street. The storefront a 124 Fenn Stregt was vacant, as was that a #128, but mogt
of the second floor continued to be occupied by Drs. Roney, Water Seaman, and Barrett, the architectural firm of
Harding and Seaver, and the firm Pollock and Havorsen, tree surgeons.

In 1950, the building had no vacancies. National Cash Register occupied two storefrontson Federd Stret, while onthe
soond floor Dr. Charles Baver, M.D., Lincoln Eramo, M.D., Walter Seaman, D.D.S., and Dr. Barrett, osteopeth, rented
their office goaces, sharing goace on the second floor with National Caeh Regigter. The Berkshire County Production and
Marketing Administration took goace on the sscond floor dong with the Earthman King Red Edtate Company. In the
first-floor commercia goaceswere the Plouffe Studio of Photography and Holmes Clothing Supply Company.

Reflecting, perhaps, a concerted effort to support the dwindling farms of Berkshire County, in 1960 the building held the
Division of Fores and Parks, the Berkshire County Agriculture Stabilization and Conservation Commiittee, the Berkshire
Soil Conservation Didtrict, and the Berkshire Soil Consarvation Service. Drs. Baver, Seaman, Barrett, and Eramo
maintained their offices on the sacond floor with Frank G. King Red Edae. In the Fenn and Federd Strest commercid
goeceswere the Movie Mart, Holman Clothing Supply, and National Caeh Regiger. All these busnessssremained in
1961 after the Howard Hardware store closed.

Two Generations of the Howard Family

Pittsfield-bom Frank Howard had left school when he was eighteen to work inthe H. P. Lucas agricultural gore on North
Strest in Pittsfield, thereby setting a coursethat lasted until his degth in 1940. Howard and his first partner, John C.
Morrow, had met working for H. P. Lucas, and both served on the City Council. From early adulthood, in addition to
running abusiness, Howard was active in Pittsfield's govemment.  Serving on the City Council for many years, he was
a0 chairman of the Board of Public Worksfrom 1904-1912. In that capacity, he worked to acquire public park land for
the City. For fourteen years he was a county commissioner, serving as chairman for ten of thoseyears He bdonged to the
fratemal order of the Masons and was a pagt magter of Mystic Lodge. He and hiswife Belle Merchant, whom he married
in 1883, bdonged to South Church.

Frank trained his and Belle's three sons—Arthur, Edward and Albert—in the business, which they took over a their
father's deeth in 1940. Arthur M. Howard became president, and Edward F. Howard became treasurer. Albert'srolewas
brief because he died in 1941. Arthur and Edward ran the business successfully for the next seven years, and in 1943 on
its 50th anniversary, the business was noted by local newspapers as one of the oldest hardware and agricultural gores in
westem Massachusetts. Frank Howard was honored with abiographical profile. Presaging later 20*' and 2r™ century
ssad companies, Frank Howard, Inc., under the Howard brothers continued to publishtheir annua ssed catdoguein

(continued)
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which they advertised their products, but inwhich they aso included scientific and how-to articles in collaboration with
the Massachusatts Extension Service, an agricultura advisory service from the Massachusetts Agricultural College (later
the University of Massachusetts).  Their catd ogue was cited by the Extension Sarvice in 1943 for the plans it fumished
during World Wer Il for family gardens known as "victory gardens,”" one plan suitable for afamily of two, and a sscond
plan for afamily of five. It wasthis scientific foundation to the businessthat characterized Frank Howard, Inc., under the
soond generation of the Howard family and distinguished it in Pittsfield.

Arthur became Frank Howard, Inc.'s sole proprietor when his brother Edward died in 1948. Hewas, however, well-
equipped to runthe busness Hewas educated a the Massachusetts State College, and according to the Berkshire Eagle
was aspecidist inssad germination and sead testing. Hewas president of the Massachusetts Fruit Growers Association
and was on the advisory board of the Massachusetts Department of Agriculture. He developed Howard Orchard in the
neerby town of Richmond, and ran itfor 24 years. During World War Il he was in Germany, amgjor in the Army, and
was put in charge of al the repairs and obtaining supplies for the food processing plants in the American zone. Back in
Pittsfield, he was amember of the Pittsfield Shede Tree Commission.

The agricultura hardware businesswas never without competition in Pittsfield. Beginning in the 1940s however,
competition among the hardware stores shifted to include machinery, aong with sseds and supplies, and Frank Howard,
Inc. and Berkshire Hardware were the primary companies supplying all three. From the 1930s the number of samal farms
diminished in Berkshire County, but their busness was replaced by the marly owners of new homes who cameto Frank
Howard, Inc. for their lawvn and garden nesds The result was that the hardware business remained relatively seedy.

Alterations to the Howard Building were few during Arthur and Edward's ownership. Between 1941 and 1960, the
building continued to function initsorigina use for the seed and hardware business, requiring few if any interior
changes, but dterations were mede to the exterior with replacement of the wood panded display window beses with
metd on Fenn and Federd Streats (Photographs 1 and 9), ingtalation of an overhead door a the loading dock on First
Street (Photograph 8), reconfiguration of the storefront at 71 Federd Street from arecessed center entry to asde entry
(Photograph 9), and an dluminum entry door replacing an original wood entry (Photogrgphs 3, 5). The Howard Building
is, infact, one of the leet dtered and best-presarved among the works of Josgph McArthur Vance in Pittsfield, which
include the Kinnell/Kresge, Melville, and Waite buildings that contribute to the Park Square and Upper North Stregt
Historic Districts.

By 1950, the competition in Pittsfield became very strong with the addition of two national companies, Montgomery
Ward and Sears Roebuck and Company, on North Street. To meat this competition, Frank Howard, Inc. carried farm
machinery, chemicals, dairy supplies, bam equipment, mowers, fertilizers, garden supplies, household supplies, poultry
supplies, wire fencing, roll and date roofing, builders supplies, Jorayers, and wooden ware dlong with children's toys,
eectrical, and dog supplies. Without athird generation to carry on the business Howard dosed it in 1960. The stor€'s
closing was marked by the Berkshire Eagle on June 6, 1960, and the Eagle article ended with anote from Arthur that he
was looking to find placaments for his six employees. Hedied in 1976.

When the businesswas dosed in 1960, Arthur continued to own the building, though the hardware goace on the et Sde
of the building and the third floor becamevacant. It hes had varied owners and tenants since that date. After Howard's
desth, the building was twice sold to trusts. In 1998, it was sold by the Shamrock Nominee Trust, whose trustee was
William N. Shirley, to Meryl H. Josgph. It was then that the windows were replaced (Photographs 1, 9), sormsand
reens added to the windows, and first-floor partitionsdtered to open up two of the four commercia goacesinto a lobby
with galery soace and aramp (Photograph 16), and anew devator cab was ingtdled. The Frank Howard Building was
s0ld again in 2010 to its current owners, A. C. Enterprises, LLC.

(continued)
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Joseph McArthur Vance. Architect

The architect chosen to design the building in 1916 was Josgph McArthur Vance, a Pittsfield architect who hed a long
caresr in the city designing mainly residentiad and commercid buildings, and, in the process, contributing significantly to
the devdopment of downtown Pittsfield. Vance was a Midwestemer, having been bom and educated through college in
Urbana, Ohio. He moved to the Northeast for graduate work a the Massachusetts Indtitute of Technology (MIT), where
he took adegree in architecture in 1891. At that time, MIT's school of architecture was comprised of faculty who had
been professionaly trained a the Ecole des Beax Artsin Paris. Thus, by the time he graduated, Vance would have ben
fully conversant in European architecture-its classica precedents, congtruction techniques, and, by extension, the work of
the Ecole des Beaux Arts' American practitioners.

After graduation, Vance took aposition in the office of Francis R. Allen in Boston. Allen was an earlier MIT greduate
who would go on to be part of the prolific firm Allen and Collens, founded in 1903. Within three yearsinthe Allen firm,
Vance was reedy to supervise construction and was sant to Pittsfield to overseethe building of the Berkshire County
Savings Bank, which istill inaplace of prominence in downtown Pittsfield. Vance remained in Pittsfield to establish
his own firm, though he maintained his professiona relationship with Allen and went on to collaborate with himin 1899
on awomen's hospital project in New Y ork.

Pittsfield in 1894 offered ayoung architect the promise of asolid career because severd of its mog active architects, H.
Neill Wilson and Charles T. Rathbun, were retiring, and the city was progpering and expanding. One of Vance's earliest
commissons was the 1897 Renaissance Reviva-style Hotd Waverly in Great Barrington, followed by a sscond hotd in
1898, The Neshit, an English Renaissance Reviva-style building on North Street (now gone).  Through the first decede
of the 19005 Vance designed the first England Brothers Department Store in Pittsfield (NRHD), severd Colonia
Revivd-gyle homes and a number of additions and remodelingjobs. The 1908 Classcal Reviva-style Colonid Thester
(NRHD) for Pittsfield (recently a Save Americas Treasures project) was hisfirst theater, and it led him to desgn two
more in the region: the 1906 Mahaiwe Theater Block in Great Barrington (NRIND), and the 1910, Classicd Revivad
Magjegtic Theater in Pittsfield (recently demolished). HisClassicd Reviva style Masonic Temple (1914) on South Strect
(NRHD) was acrossthe dreet from the Colonia Theater, and together they provide an entry to the city's commercid and
institutional center. For clients like thesewho aimed to attract attention through their architecture, Vance worked
gquardy inthe high style Revival idioms of hisday. By 1916, Vance had dso desgned seven buildingsfor Pittsfield's
main commercia center invariations on Classica and Rendissance Reviva syles. Sevard of these buildings, including
the Howard Building, are more modest versions of the Reviva syles, they are reflective of their more utilitarian
commercia uses and purposaly conveyed an image of reliability. The Park Sguare Higtoric District (Boundary Increese)
and the North Stret Historic District included six of Vance's buildingsas contributing, though one (Majestic Theater a
132 North Street) hes recently been demolished.

When Vance was commissioned to design the Howard Building, he was & ardatively early sagein his career, but had
proven his abilities to Pittsfield resdents. Frank Howard's choice of Vance as architect isareflection of the latter's
intentions to build well. Vance's desgn ma Howard's intentions in 1916, and through extrapolation of apartial account
of the construction costs of the Howard Building, it hes been estimated that the total cost was approximeately $81,300.
Following his work on the Howard Building, Vance went on to practice in Pittsfield and the surrounding region until his
degth in 1948. Among his notable designs, are the Registry of Desdsin Fittsfield (1928) and Bascom Lodge on Mount
Greylock (1935, both NR).

(continued)
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Preszrvaion Hans

The Howard Building isto undergo rehabilitation as amixed commercid/residentia building. Thefirst-floorgoeces ae
to reman commercid and the upper two toriesto becomeresidentia. The origina interior decorative features, such &
the marble Saircases second-floor offices, window trim, and hardware bins in the besament will be retained. On the
exterior, ingppropriate windows and multi-light sorm window combinations will be replaced with historically gppropriate
szeh. The Sgnboard will be removed and the brick frieze restored. The name plate on the faBede will be restored with the
name "Howard," and the painted sgn on the west devation will aso be restored to origind condition.  The sorefronts
retain sgnificant origind materid and their overdl origina plan. The storefront, the opegue transom lights, and the
tarazzo entrancefl oorswill dl be retained and repaired where necessery. The building owners are gpplying for sate ad
federd tax credits for the rehabilitation. Their preservation and rehabilitation plan hes the srong support of the Pittsfield
Higtoricd Commission and the city adminigtration of Pittsfield.

(end)

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)
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Previous documentation on fiie (NPS): HPCA # 26,651 Primary location of additional data:

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been State Historic Preservation Office

requested) Other State agency

previously listed in the National Register Federal agency

previously determined eligible by the National Register Local govemment

designated a National Historic Landmark University

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # Other

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): MHC # PT.747

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Less than one acre
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Lat/Lon 42449613 -73.251025 (source Google mgps)

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property .)
The boundary follows thelot lines of parcd HO90008003 as shown on the atached assessor's map.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The boundaries are those known to be assodated with the building since its constmction in 1916.
11. Form Prepared By

nameftite  Bonnie Parsons Fioneer Vadley Alanning Commisson with Betsy Friedberg. NR director. MHC

organization Massachusdts Higtorical Commission dae June2012

Sregt & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard _ telephone 617-727-8470

city or town Boston StateMA Zip code 02125
e-mail
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Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

e Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

¢ Continuation Sheets

e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional Items.)

Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Phatos 1, 3, 4, 8 14, 17 taken by Kara Cicchetti, May 2011
All other photos taken by Bonnie Parsons March 2011

1 North ad et devaions 2. North facade, Fern Sret 3. Wett devation, far right
4. North facade, hardware sorefront 5 Howard mosac a entry 6. North fagede entry

7. North facade, wetem storefront 8. Detail of transom, north fagede 9. Exd devaion

10. South devation 11. Second-floor view of interior 12. Basamat

13, Centrd corridor, looking south 14. Ramp and Railing, looking south 15, Interior Saircase

16. Sar finishes 17. Typicd officeinterior 18. Ssoond floor corridor
19. Bathroom finishes 20. Third floor, looking south 21. Third floor bearms

Higtorical Photogrgphs

A. Howard & Morrow, 1893, ca 1905, from Imagesof America
B. Ddivery vehides ca 1916

C. South devation, ca 1925

D. North ad esdt devations ca 195

Property Owner:
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.]

name Louis E. Allegrone, AC Enterprises LLC
street & number 273 Newell Street telephone
city or town  Pittsfield state MA Zip code 01201

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This infomation is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewnng
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and revievwng the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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Peoel of 1
Friedberg, Betsy @ SEC

From:  Will Garrison [wgarrison77@gmail.com]
Sent:  Wednesday, June 13, 2012 7:35 AM

To: Friedberg, Betsy @ SEC

Subject: Howard Block, Pittsfield - National Register

Dear Ms. Friedberg -

On behdf of the Pittsfield Historicll Commission, I'm writing to support the nomination of the Howard Block, on the
comer of Fenn and Firg Streetsin Pittsfield, to the Nationa Regigter of Historic Places. The nomination was discussed &
our lagt public meseting, and the concensuswas that thisis aterrific building, with a strong history, and worthy of this
desgnation.

Thank you, and gpologiesfor the last minute message

Will Garrison, Chair

Pittsfield Historica Commisson

6132012



RECEIVED 2280

JN 29 12

NA'M|MLAF§|T<§ME
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth

M assachusetts Historica Commission
June 28, 2012

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

National Regiger of Historic Haces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8* floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Deaxr Mr. Loether:
Endosed pleasefind the following nomination form:

Frank Howard Building, 124-132 Fenn Street, 67-71 Federd Stret
Pittsfield (Berkshire), MA

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the Siate Review Board and hes bean sgned by the
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condgderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Ore dectronic message of support hes bean received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg \YA|
National Regiger Director
Massachusdatts Historical Commission

Enclosure

cC LouisE. Allegrone, A.C. Enteprisss LLC
Will Garison, Rittsfield Higoricd Commisson
Danid Bianchi, Mayor, City of Rittsfidd
Bomnie Parsons PVIRC, conaultant
Chair, Attsfidd Alanning Boad

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.gate ma.usmhc



Patrick Andms/WASO/NPS To "Friedberg, Betsy (SEC)" <betsy.friedberg@state.ma.us>
07/12/2012 08:15 AM cc

bee
Subject Re: Howard Building, Berkshire County

Hi Betsy: this email is sufficient. We will correct it here with a SLR.
Patrick

Patrick W. Andrus

Historian

National Register of Historic Places
Patrick_Andrus@nps.gov

"Friedberg, Betsy (SEC)" <betsy.friedberg@state.ma.us>

"Friedberg, Betsy (SEC)"

<betsy.friedberg@state.ma.u To “Patrick_Andrus@nps.gov" <Patrick_Andrus@nps.gov>
S>

_ cc "Bergen, Phil (SEC)" <phil.bergen@state.ma.us>, "Stott,
07/11/2012 02:22 PM Peter @ SEC" <peter.stott@sec.state.ma.us>

Subject Howard Building, Berkshire County

Hi Patrick, We sent the nomination for the Frank Howard Building, Pittsfield (Berkshire County) down to
you a few weeks ago, and | just noticed an error on the cover page~we had MA as the county name,
when it should be Berkshire. Do we need to send you a revised cover form with Brona's signature (and if
so0, with the same date as the original?), or a letter asking for the correction, or is this email sufficient?
Sorry about the error. We'll do whatever's necessary to make the correction.

Many thanks.

Betsy

Betsy Friedberg

National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Blvd.

Boston, MA 02125

ph: 617-727-8470

fax: 617-727-5128



