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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Crescent Hill Branch Library is located in the eastern section of the city
of Louisville in the Crescent Hill neighborhood. The area is primarily resi-
dential, with the Frankfort Ave. strip as the commercial hub of the area.

The library is a one-story, buff brick building designed in the Beaux-Arts style,
The facade is symmetrical with a central portico and flanking three-window groupings.
The portico has paired fluted Doric colums which support an entablature of trig-
lyphs and metopes which continues around all sides of the structure. The pediment
over the portico is lined with block modillions, as is the cornice which also con-
tinues around all sides of the structure. The entrance contains double doors and

a semi-circular transom under an arch with garland molding and a keystone, The
three-window groupings on the facade and sides of the structure have stone surrounds
~and keystones. A red, pantile hip roof caps the structure. The building rests

on a raised basement which has entrances on either side of the front stairs, di-
rectly beneath the window groupings.

In 1961, a one-story addition was made to the west side of the structure. It is
constructed of the same buff colored brick and continues the entablature motifs
found on the original building as well as the same scale.

The main roam of the library is light and airy with pilasters containing classical
scrolls and garlands adorning the walls. The room has a simple classical crown
molding. The library also has an auditorium in the basement. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Crescent Hill Branch Library is one of nine Carnegie endowed libraries in
the city of Louisville. It is an excellent example of the Beaux-Arts style,
and was designed by the local firm of Thomas and Bolne in 1908.

The current library system in Louisville was begun under the Carnegie flmdmg in
1902. The Main Branch of the Louisville Free Public Library was opened in 1908
on York St. Branch libraries rapidly thereafter began opening.

Of the nine Carnegie endowed libraries in Lotiisville, five are listed on the
National Register: The Main Branch, Jefferson Branch, Western Branch, Parkland
Branch, and the Highland Branch. The Shelby Park Branch Library is pending
listing. The quality of design which was insisted upon for these Carnegie en-

~dowed libraries is evident in all exanples,

The Crescent Hill Branch was one of the first branch libraries to be constructed.

- It was completed in 1908, the same year that the Main Branch was completed. The

design is one by Thomas and Bohne, a Louisville architectural firm. In 1889,
the firm was begun as Drach and Thomas, F. R. Bohne joined that firm in 189
after rolific partnership with F. W. Mowbray, architect for Louisville's
tation. Many Victorian residences in 0ld Louisville and the Highlands
nelghborhoods of Louisville were designed by Mowbray and Bohne. Drach and Thomas
designed many commercial and industrial buildings in Louisville, and several of
the finest residences in the Russell Historic District. Thomas and Bohne also
designed Firehouse #21, located on Frankfort Avenue at Franck Ave., six blocks
north of the library. The firehouse is pending listing.

The design of the Crescent Hill Branch Library is classical in its proportions.
The decorative details are simple and elegant. It is an excellent example of
the Beaux-Arts style as adapted to a small building. It is an amenity to the
Crescent Hill neighborhood both educationally and aesthetically.
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