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The boundary marker is an obelisk 19 feet in height assembled from a number of 
smooth granite blocks mortared together on a rubble foundation. The lower portion 
is a seven foot square rectangular base resting on a nine foot square plinth. In 
the transition from plinth to base and base to shaft, the sides taper inward to a 
band moulding before continuing upward with the next section. The shaft, or obelisk 
proper, is slightly less than 12 feet tall.

In the central portion of the base on all sides is a recessed panel each with a 
different inscription. They read as follows:

East side

LAT 49. 0. 0. 
LONG 123. 3. 53.

ERECTED 1861.

South side

ARCHIBOLD CAMPBELL 
U.S. COMM S.S.R.

West side

TREATY OF 
WASHINGTON 
JUNE 15th 1846

North side

CAPT. J.C. PREVOST. R.N. 
CAPT. C.H. RICHARDS. R.N. 
LT. COL. J.S. HAWKINS. R.E. 
H.B.M. COMM S.S.R.S.

The obelisk is in excellent unaltered condition with only slight weather dis 
coloration as evidence of its age.

it is located on Point Roberts at a beautiful site overlooking Georgia Strait 
a short distance from the beach. Point Roberts is a small promontory of only 
four square miles beginning on the Canadian mainland but crossing the 49th 
parallel. It is separated by an accident of geography from the rest of the 
United States, reached only by traveling 25 miles through Canadian Territory.
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The marker itself is positioned near the extreme westward point of land along 
the Canadian-American border.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This monument is an international boundary marker between the United States and 
Canada erected in 1861. The original survey and marking were conducted between 
1857 and 1869 in accordance with provisions of the Oregon Treaty of 1846, later 
known as the Treaty of Washington, establishing the 49th parallel as the mainland 
boundary from the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Ocean.

The Oregon Treaty was the culmination of complex, lengthy negotiations over dis 
puted territories west of the Rockies involving issues of national prestige, mili 
tary and economic advantage, and domestic political considerations in both Britain 
and the United States.

The Convention of 1818 had resulted in a joint occupation agreement providing equal 
access to the contested territories for the citizens of both countries for a period 
of ten years. This period was extended in 1827.

It was thought that a boundary line at the 49th parallel already existed between 
British Rupert's Land and French Louisiana beginning westward from the Lake of 
the Woods and continuing as far as the Stony Mountains [the Rockies]. This was 
a line supposedly established by the British and French in 1713 with the Treaty 
of Utrecht, and would presumably remain the border following the Louisiana Pur 
chase. This section of the boundary was also agreed upon in the Convention of 
1818.

The Hudson's Bay Company maintained extensive operations below the 49th parallel 
and above the Columbia River. The British negotiating position sought to protect 
the interests of the company, although not at the cost of war with the United 
States. The British also were concerned with retaining sheltered port locations 
for future military needs and in anticipation of trade with the Orient. The 
British negotiator's opening proposal was that the boundary follow the Columbia 
River west of its intersection with the 49th parallel.

The American State Department in 1827 claimed territory to 50 degrees, 40 minutes, 
but offered the compromise of following the 49th parallel to the sea. Oregon was 
remote, however, with few American settlers living north of the Columbia. These 
territorial claims hinged primarily on the rights gained through discovery and 
exploration when the American Captain Robert Gray first entered the Columbia River 
and when Lewis and Clark followed the river's course from the interior. The 
position of the United States was influenced by strong expansionist sentiment among
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the population furthered by aggressive rhetoric on the part of candidates for politi 
cal office, including James Knox Polk in 1844. There were also compelling trade 
and military motivations that were underscored by the findings of Lieutenant Charles 
Wilkes 1 surveying expedition into the Columbia River and Puget Sound. Wilkes reported 
that the Columbia was quite treacherous and considerably inferior to Puget Sound in 
its potential navigation and port uses.

At first the American compromise was rejected by the British government, although 
their position softened considerably before the election of President Polk. Lord 
Aberdeen proposed establishing the boundary at the 49th parallel, retaining joint 
access to Puget Sound, its harbors and the Columbia River. However, by this time 
anti-British feeling was quite strong in the United States. The House of Rep 
resentatives passed a resolution authorizing the President to notify Great Britain 
of intent to terminate the convention of joint occupation and provide for the organ 
ization of the Oregon Country as a territory. The Senate failed to act on this bill, 
but the British navy responded by stationing the H.M.S. Modeste off Fort Vancouver 
for eighteen months.

After his inauguration in 1845, President Polk reaffirmed American claims to "all 
of Oregon" from the 42nd to the 54th parallels. Secretary of State James Buchanan 
again offered a settlement at 49° without additional concessions, but Sir Richard 
Pakenham rejected the proposal. Polk, against Buchanan 1 s advice, then withdrew 
the 49° compromise and asked Congress for authority to terminate the Convention of 
1827. It was during debate on this question that the slogan "54-40 or fight" came 
into use among advocates of expansion at any cost. The Senate was not eager to 
pass the President's request. This situation was resolved by the nearly unprece 
dented surrender by Polk of responsibility for further negotiations to the Senate. 
He submitted a draft treaty that was approved as a "convention" in the Senate. 
It was signed June 15, 1846, and ratified on the 19th.

The Oregon Treaty consisted of four brief articles. In the first article, the 
boundary was extended westward along the 49th parallel "to the middle of the chan 
nel which separates the continent from Vancouver's Island; and thence southerly 
through the middle of said channel, and of Fuca's Straits to the Pacific Ocean" with 
navigation in the channel and Straits south of 49° remaining unrestricted for both 
parties. The second article provided free and open navigation of the Columbia River 
for the Hudson's Bay Company and "all British subjects trading with same". Articles 
Three and Four protected the trade and property rights of the Hudson's Bay Company 
and the Puget Sound Agricultural Company.

The Treaty failed to define what was meant by "the middle of the channel" which 
was actually divided by the San Juan Islands. Disagreements in the 1850's between 
Hudson's Bay Company sheep ranchers and Americans on the Islands reached a crisis 
when an American killed a company pig. American troops were quickly stationed on
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the southern part of San Juan Island, while British warships were anchored off 
shore. In 1860, joint military peace keeping occupation was agreed upon, and 
for twelve years the Pig War remained unresolved. In 1871, Emperor William I of 
Germany was chosen to arbitrate. His decision established the Canal de -Haro as 
the boundary line, placing the San Juan Islands in American Territory.

The negotiations leading to a settlement of the Northwest boundary dispute are 
considered by historian Frederick Merk and others to be a classic achievement in 
international diplomacy. The treaty provided a mutually beneficial resolution 
satisfying the significant economic, military and political objectives of both 
parties. Agreement was accomplished without the humiliation of either side.

The boundary marker at Point Roberts is monument #1 of the international border 
survey conducted following the Treaty of 1846. It is the only one of its kind and 
the last marker remaining from the original survey. The others were either iron 
posts or rock cairns, all of which have been replaced. Nearly 1000 posts now mark 
the 49th parallel.
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