
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

AREA FORM NO. 

5620, W-34 

Newton, Mass. MRA 

Town NEWTON ( N e w t o n v i l l e ) 

Address 170 Ot is S t ree t 

Historic Name 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
wtilte) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to le f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
In relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between Inventoried property and nearest 
Intersectlon(s). 
Indicate north 

(SEE ATTACHED MAP) 

Use: Present r e s i d e n c e 

Original r e s i d e n c e 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 187 0-71 

Source O'Gorman; a r c h i t e c t ' s-j>-lans 

Style Mansard 

Architect Hammatt B i l l i n g s 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings garage 

Major Alterations (with dates) deck and 
n o r t h chimney added- -^enestration 
a l t e r e d i n south e l l . 

Condition r e t a i n s i r o n c r e s t i n g ; 

good, 

Moved no Date 

Acreage 50 , 427 sg. f t . ([AG acre^) 

Setting wooded h i l l s i d e i n 

r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood 

UTM REFERENCE _ 

USGS QUADRANGLE_ 

SCALE 

19.^17530.4690370 

NEWTON, MA 

1 :25.000 

Recorded by _ 

Organization 

Date 

Peter H. S t o t t 

Newton H i s t o r i c a l Comm 

A p r i l 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT {1f applicable) 

As an important example of the mansard s t y l e i n Newton by a n a t i o n a l l y 
known a r c h i t e c t / Hammatt B i l l i n g s , as w e l l as f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h the 
C l a f l i n f a m i l y , t h i s house meets c r i t e r i a B and C of the N a t i o n a l Register 
of H i s t o r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate In terns of 
other buildings within the coiaaunlty. 

This t w o - s t o r i e d mansard house i s one of the few known examples i n Newton 
of the work of Hammatt B i l l i n g s (1818-1874), a mid-century Boston 
a r c h i t e c t , responsible f o r the Boston Museum (1845) and the o r i g i n a l 
Wellesley College b u i l d i n g s (1875), I t a l i a n a t e and Second Empire designs, 
major s t r u c t u r e s which roughly span the a r c h i t e c t ' s a c t i v i t y . The 
a r c h i t e c t ' s o r i g i n a l watercolor drawing of the house ( e l e v a t i o n and f l o o r 
p l a n s ) , dated September 1869, i s s t i l l i n the house. B i l l i n g s a u t h o r i t y 
James O'Gorman notes t h a t "the s t r u c t u r e was a s t y l i s t i c a l l y updated 
version of towered v i l l a s the B l l l i n g s e s were designing i n the f i f t i e s , 
w i t h mansard r o o f s and a p p l i e d Neo-Grec d e t a i l s " (p. 69). 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played In local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the conmunity* 

According to B i l l i n g s ' own drawing, the house was b u i l t f o r Newtonville 
r e s i d e n t and r e a l estate developer, W i l l i a m C l a f l i n (1818-1905), whose own 
house, "The Old Elms," was b u i l t f i f t e e n years e a r l i e r . I n 1869, C l a f l i n 
began his two-year career as Governor, and t h i s house, which he b u i l t f o r 
his daughter and her husband, Charles E l l i s , was completed i n 1870 or '71, 
whilfi—he was s t i l l i n o f f i c e . Charles Warren E l l i s (1837-1907) was a 
former New York businessman who came to Boston to become a member of the 
produce exchange. I n 1862 he married Emma, eld e s t daughter of Wi l l i a m 
C l a f l i n . The f a m i l y l a t e r moved i n t o the center of the v i l l a g e , to 25 
Highland Avenue, where they were l i v i n g a t the time of E l l i s ' s death. 

In the 1880s, George L. Clark, who was i n the dry goods business i n 
Boston, l i v e d here. I n the 1890s, the house was acquired by J. Richard 
Carter (1849-1923), founder i n 1871 of the wholesale paper business. 
Carter, Rice & Co., which grew to become one of the l a r g e s t wholesale paper 
fi r m s i n the n a t i o n . He c l o s e l y associated himself w i t h many Boston 
business associates, but also i n Newton he served as President of the 
Newton Club and t r e a s u r e r of the Newton Kindergarten School. I n 1902 he i s 
recorded as l i v i n g on Mt. Vernon S t r e e t , and his son Hubert l i v e d i n t h i s 
house. The f a m i l y r e t a i n e d ownership of the house u n t i l the 1950s. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

James F. O'Gorman, "H. and J.E. B i l l i n g s of Boston: from Classicism 
to the Picturesque," Journal of the Society of A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
H i s t o r i a n s X L I I (March 1983), pp. 54-73. 

Newton, Garden C i t y of the Commonwealth (The Newton Graphic, 1902). 
"Charles Warren E l l i s , " Boston Evening Transcipt 4/28/1907. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coranunity: 

Newton, Mass. MRA 

Form No: 

5620 

Property Name: o t i s S t ree t 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The most s t r i k i n g f e a t u r e of the b u i l d i n g i s the 2-1/2-story mansard 
tower, p r o j e c t i n g from the center of the p r i n c i p a l (west) facade. I t 
r e t a i n s i t s o r i g i n a l i r o n c r e s t i n g and s l a t e f i s h s c a l e s h i n g l e s ; an entry 
porch at i t s base, w i t h s l o t t e d brackets and a deck balustrade, s h e l t e r s 
the p r i n c i p a l entrance. An e a r l y sketch f o r the house prepared by 
B i l l i n g s , shows t h a t t h i s tower was o r i g i n a l l y proposed to be a f u l l s t o r y 
higher than i t was e v e n t u a l l y b u i l t . 

A two-story p a v i l i o n immediately to the south of the tower i s balanced 
on the opposite ( e a s t ) side of the house by a s i m i l a r p a v i l i o n ; a wing 
extends the house to the south. The residence r e t a i n s a much of i t s 
o r i g i n a l ornament i n c l u d i n g segmental windows w i t h carved bosses, Eastlake-
i n s p i r e d brackets, and pediment and a r c h i t r a v e surrounds. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



NPS Fonn 10-900-a 
(M2) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item numtjer 

For Ni>S IM* only 

Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Grouo 

Name 
State 

Newton MRA 
Middlesex County, MA 

Date/Signature Nomination/Type of Review 

61. House at 170 Otis Street ilntered .in the <jteeper /pdlli*' U W ^ y ^ ^ 9///h 

62. House at 173—175 Ward Untorefl i n t l i ^ 
Street 

63. House at 203 I s l i n g t o n Entered the 
Road 

64. House at 215 Brookline 
Street 

Attest 

^/ifeeper 

Attest 

'^'K^eper 

Attest 

Er.tored i n the ^ Intered i n the 

Attest 

65. House at 2212 Commonwealth , 4.-t,_ AHCeeper A,.o...o Entered m the 
Batlcnal Eeglater 

66. House at 230 Melrose 
Street 

Attest 

Enterofl in the /ifeeper 
Hatioiial Heglstwc 

Attest 

67. House at 230 Winchester Haticual Segister fv^eeper —' 9/'^/^^ 
Street 

68. House at 3 Davis Avenue 

69. House at 307 Lexington 
Street 

Attest 

Bational Eeglater ^Keeper 

lilnterod i n the 
iiational Hegister 

Attest 

I^Aeeper ?/y^n 

Attest 

70. House at 309 Waltham Street j ; , .-,,,,a I n th*3 ' / f e e p e r / / ^ / ^ 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

et^ooie if 
NATrONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

House at 170 Otis Street (Newton MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CH resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
LH appeal 

Entered in tĥ '̂ 'O"̂  
JIational fiegistac 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due 

AACCEPT 
.RETURN 
.REJECT, 

9 9 lOQc; 

atey ^ W W T ^  
WJ^/^yy^ — 7/eAA> 

Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: CH sample • request CH appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation In Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (If known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity 
CD dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify twlow 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance /̂n one para!yrap/j> 

CD summary paragraph . ' ' ' ' Pi fo^ 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance , »; 
CD justification of exception ; - ; 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Ckiadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title datB 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

S i g n e d — — Date Phone: 

G P O 91 8 * 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 







city of Newton Assessor's Maps. Sheet 43 
Metric Series. 1979 
Scale: UTM grid line Interval - 100 meters (328 feet) 

Newton, Mass. MRA 
170 Otis S t . , Newtonville 

24-13-14 


