FORV B - BUILDING Area Fora no.

RASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMVIISSON B

294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108

Reading

52 Salem StdJCtfL"
Nagie Parker House

rinal  Dwelling

Dv;ellin
I sent 9

p:0 Private individual
Private organization

Public

ginal owner Jonas Parker

[rON: .

1792 Built around earlier
chi mey.

Rooftre® & Weston diary

Early Federal

Exterior wall fabric Clapboards

Out bui I di ngs

Major alterations (with dates) Attached

garage, early el l on fieldstone

foundation for 2 additions. Bot h
present in picture, though one story,
Mowvtjdr of 1332 Date
L‘é&\ﬂ(l aJr\A%e 23,517 sr. ft.
Recorded by Architectural Setting close to main road runnin
Pxebdi.Vcttiuii AbbUijxalLes
Organization Reading Historical east. The house faces south. The
Commission T " !
Date NovRg)VjCjg[7) 1980 la.rge publxc park behind xt was once
part of—Lhj. f&rwsLead.
Date NN

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within  community) A -,

This 5-bay, center entrance, central chimney, 2-1/2 story
house is enriched by a more important door than one generally
found in Reading. Broad in width, it has sidelights nearly to
the sill, and shallow pilasters support a deep entablature
crowned by a shallow hood. The second-floor windows nearly
reach the plate. Tehouse is set on long, thin blocks of granite. Its
side door has an eaved entablature and 5 very small, square
panes set above the narrow door.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Cexplain the role oimers played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

This house stands on land once part of the large John Boutv;ell
farm, part of v/hich v/ias sold to the Parish Church for Laurel Kill
Cemetery. A house stood here in 1715. - e

Jonas Parker, who lived at V/alhut Street, bought 40 acres and the
house in 1790. In 1792, according to Janes V/eston's diary, a new
house was raised on the spot, apparently around the old Boutv/ell chimney.
Jonas gave this house to his son, Anos, v/hile the V/alnut Street family
honestead v/ent to another son, Aaron. Jonas was active in Revolutionary
affairs. Amos moved the old meeting house fron the Common to Union
Street and billed the Parish in 1818 for $28.55.

A large parcel of the former Parker farn wa purchased by lirs.
Alden Batchelder, Hrs. Joseph Temiple, Miss May Temple, Mrs. Lucia
Temple Crocker, and Kiss Clara Pierce, and presented to the to\m in 1917
as a memorial to Joseph Tem.ple, Alden Batchelder, and Samuel Pierce. This is
now known as Memorial Park. V/arren Ilanning suggested a community day
to build the park, and the v/hole town threv/ itself into a mammoth effort,
with men, women and children donating time, tools, money and v/ork on
April 19, 1919. The them.e was "v/ork or go hungry" — so all v/orked
and participated in a huge dinner after the dsy. The follov/ing year,
another work day was held but on a smaller scale.
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Multiple Resource Area
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Name Reading Multiple Resource Area
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUETTS
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National Register YKeeper
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National Register leeper
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Parker House (Reading MRA)

Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS Working No. Y
Fed. Reg.D a t e i ~ »
Date Due: T'A" AMANCNT -Z9 -y
Action:  «—aCCEPT ~17-Z9-'& A
CD resubmission Ex»t«red In the RETURN.
O nomination by person or local goMMMpt ertional Begister REJECT.
CH owner objection Federal Agency:
CD appeal
Substantive Review: CD sample * request CD appeal CD NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Chak one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered « original site
CD good CD ruins altered moved date.
« fair I 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity

CD alterations/integrity —". ., —
| | dates

| I'boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource
CD context

CDrrelationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title datB

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

AN

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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