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RASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMvilSSION 
294 Washington Street , Boston, MA 02108 

Area Fora no. 

B 33 

Reading 

52 Salem StdJCtfL" 

Naaie Pa rke r House 

r lna l D w e l l i n g 

!sent 
D v ; e l l i n g 

p : 0 Private i nd iv idua l 
Pr ivate organization 

Public 

g ina l owner Jonas Pa rke r 

IriON: • 

1792 B u i l t around e a r l i e r 
chimney. 

R o o f t r e ^ & Weston d i a r y 

Early Federal 

Exterior wall fabric Clapboards 

Outbuildings 

Major alterations (with dates) Attached 

garage, e a r l y e l l on f i e l d s t o n e 

foundation f o r 2 a d d i t i o n s . Both 

presen t i n p i c t u r e , though one s t o r y , 
Movtjdr o f 1332 Date 

Uovii No 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l 

Approx. acreage 23,517 s r . f t . 

Set t ing c l o s e t o ma in r o a d r u n n i n 
Pxebdi .Vct t iui i AbbUijxaLes 

Organization Reading H i s t o r i c a l e a s t . The house f a c e s s o u t h . The 
Commission T '. '. ! 

Date NovRg)VjCjg[7) 1980 la . rqe p u b l x c p a r k b e h i n d x t was once 

Date ^/^^ 

(Staple addi t iona l sheets here) 

p a r t o f — L h j . f & r w s L e a d . 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) A .-, 

T h i s 5 -bay , c e n t e r e n t r a n c e , c e n t r a l chimney, 2 -1 /2 s t o r y 
house i s e n r i c h e d by a more important door than one g e n e r a l l y 
found i n Reading . Broad i n w i d t h , i t has s i d e l i g h t s n e a r l y to 
the s i l l , and sha l low p i l a s t e r s support a deep e n t a b l a t u r e 
crowned by a sha l low hood. The s e c o n d - f l o o r windows n e a r l y 
r e a c h the p l a t e . The house i s s e t on long , t h i n b l o c k s of g r a n i t e . I t s 
s i d e door has an eaved e n t a b l a t u r e and 5 very s m a l l , square 
panes s e t above the narrow door. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Cexplain the role oimers played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

T h i s house s tands on l a n d once p a r t o f the l a r g e John B o u t v ; e l l ' 
f a r m , p a r t o f v/hich v/as s o l d t o the P a r i s h Church f o r L a u r e l K i l l 
Cemetery. A house s tood here i n 1715. - • 

Jonas P a r k e r , who l i v e d a t V/alnut S t r e e t , bought 40 acres and the 
house i n 1790. I n 1792, a c c o r d i n g t o Janes V/eston's d i a r y , a new 
house was r a i s e d on the spo t , a p p a r e n t l y around the o l d B o u t v / e l l chimney. 
Jonas gave t h i s house t o h i s son , Anos, v /h i l e the V/alnut S t r e e t f a m i l y 
honestead v/ent t o ano ther son, A a r o n . Jonas was a c t i v e i n R e v o l u t i o n a r y 
a f f a i r s . Amos moved the o l d mee t ing house f r o n the Common t o Union 
S t r e e t and b i l l e d the P a r i s h i n 1818 f o r $28 .55 . 

A l a r g e p a r c e l o f the f o r m e r Pa rke r f a r n vŝ as purchased by I i r s . 
A lden B a t c h e l d e r , H r s . Joseph Temiple, Miss May Temple, Mrs . L u c i a 
Temple Crocker , and K i s s C l a r a P i e r c e , and p re sen ted t o the to \m i n 1917 
as a memor ia l t o Joseph Tem.ple, A lden B a t c h e l d e r , and Samuel P ie rce . Th i s i s 
now known as Memor ia l Pa rk . V/arren I lanning suggested a community day 
t o b u i l d the p a r k , and the v/hole town threv/ i t s e l f i n t o a mammoth e f f o r t , 
w i t h men, women and c h i l d r e n d o n a t i n g t i m e , t o o l s , money and v/ork on 
A p r i l 19, 1919. The them.e was "v/ork o r go hungry" — so a l l v/orked 
and p a r t i c i p a t e d i n a huge d i n n e r a f t e r the ds.y. The f o l l o v / i n g yea r , 
ano ther work day was h e l d bu t on a s m a l l e r s c a l e . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

••• 1795 map Pa rke r 
1830 map yes • • ' . 
1854 map D. P a r k e r (Dana) , 
1875 map D. P a r k e r • . • .. 
1889 map M. D. Parker ' (Mi l ton) ,i 
B i shop , P.ooftree-s, Chapter 35 

- P i t k i n , V i g n e t t e s . p. 110 * 20M-2/80 
James V'Jeston D i a r y , p r o p e r t y o f Reading A j i t i c u a r i a n S o c i e t y -.. -



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHJSETTS HISTORICAL (ZÔ MISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conmunity: 
T ̂  p j_ p 

Form No: 

Property Name: :-2 Srlc- ̂ t . 

Indicate each item on inventory foim vdiidi is being continued below. 

T:~e "^r.ri'.er ''ouse i s s i g n i f i c a n t (1) f o r i t s ro l e as sn es.rly farm hor-.e-
stesd; (2) f o r i t s connection v:itr i tne l o c n l l y i r -nortpnt Prrker f a n i l y , 
nnc' v.'ith ':er,:orinl Pc.rk, crented on the Parker j.rirr;; sn (3) as e. well-

;:ca.mnle of Fecernl a r c h i t e c t u r e i n Heading. I t r e t a i n : 
o:. J.ocncion, ;3i-n, s o t t i r - ; , mrter , v.'ornr.rnsr m , anc 

f a e l i n - , rnd neets C r i t e r i r A, 2, snd C of the Mntionnl 

Staple to Inventory form at botton 



NPS Form 10-MO-a 
(M2) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

mi's «« «oky 

<Jateent«red 

Continuation sheet Itenfi number Page 7 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Multiple Resource Area 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

61. Nichols, James, House 

62. Nichols, Richard, House 

63. Octagon House 

64. Old Hose House 

Entered In tTi» 
National Register 

Entered In th"« 
National Register 

Entered In IKa 
National Roj^ist^r 

Entered Tr 
yflti.tfiT"*"' £egister 

Date/Signature 

/9(l^u.^.<^^V T-/9-irA 

/i^eper ^^^Z>u^^z^^ 7'/9-i<^ 

YKeeper 

Attest 

leeper 

Attest 

jfeeper 

Attest 

f^fceeper 

Attest 

65. Parker, Capt. Nathaniel, ^ " ! f ®^^p 
Red House ^̂ '̂""̂ "̂  

66. Parker House 
(52 Salem St.) 

67. Parker, Joseph, House 

Entered In the 
National Register 

Entered In the 
national R-i^iater 

-^T^eeper z^AAM-'u.^.-A^yc^ 

^^eeper ^^X^tM-^^^-^xSy^ 779-i^ 

Fn+ered In the 
68. Parker, Samuel, House lfê î iAl_£-̂ gister 

69. 

70, 

Parker, Stillman, House Entered In tlia 
National Begister 

Parker House 
(316 Haven St.) Entered in the 

national Be^steT 

eeper 

Attest 

feeper 

Attest 

feeper 

Attest 

^Keeper 

Attest 

^Xeepev 

Attest 

,^*^epev 

Attest 

ndj^^-^^^^y^j^ 4A/9/,^ : 

7 - f f - i - ^ 

77f-(y 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Parker House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CD resubmission 
O nomination by person or local 
CH owner objection 
CD appeal 

I g o M M M p t 

Working No. . y 
Fed. Reg. D a t e i ^ ^ 
Date Due: 7 ' A ' ^ ^ ^ ^ A 7 - Z 9 - i y 
Action: «—-aCCEPT 

E»t«red In the RETURN. 

• r t ional Begister REJECT. 

~7 7-Z9-'&A 

Federal A g e n c y : 

Substant ive Rev iew: CD sample • request CD appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisit ion 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity —^ . . „ — _. 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource , 
CD context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance ' '• 'A^: 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title datB 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


