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DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

C)
STREET AND NUMBER:
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CONDITION
D Excellent

g\ Altered

23 Good Q Fair
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D Moved [X Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The area known as the Cascades Park encompasses approx­ 
imately 35 acres of state-owned property. This historic area, 
along the southeastern edge of Capitol Center, was, in the 
1830 's, the scene of rippling streams which wound their way 
south and west through a wooded ravine, pitched into an immense 
chasm and eventually entered the base of a hill at which a 
"bottomless sinkhole" was found. Recently conducted research 
has indicated that two phenomena existed in this area — the 
cascade, itself, which is described as an area of turbulent 
water; and the waterfall which was seen as a vertical drop of 
rushing water over a steep hill as it descended into the sink­ 
hole. The cascade was shown on a Tallahassee city map as early 
as 1824. Its location has been documented and evidence indi­ 
cates the land area has undergone some change. The course of 
the original stream (St. Augustine Branch) has been diverted 
over the years, and it is presently the drainage ditch which 
flows south through Franklin Boulevard, curves around the front 
of the Haydon Burns Building, and continues in a southwesterly 
direction behind Centennial Field, a ball park.

The area today is identified with a clutter of unsightly 
municipal service buildings, dilapidated structures, the old 
Leon County 4^1, a ball park and the Prime Meridian base 
parallel monument which rests in obscurity next to the unkept 
weed-covered

Included in the Cascades Park area is the Prime Meridian 
Marker, a concrete monument which established the point of 
beginning for all land surveys in the State of Florida. This 
fenced-in marker is surrounded by a quarter acre plot, and is 
an integral part of this historically significant area.
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The Cascades Park, encompassing the historic Prime 
Meridian Marker, is the site of a land area once replete with 
natural features and foliage, and a beautiful cascade formed 
by "a pleasant mill-stream" which wound along the eastern 
border of Tallahassee.

InJJ£24, the land was so enchanting that the two commis­ 
sioners selected this area for the_ location of the capital of 
the Territory "of Florida. Commissioners John Lee Williams and 
WilliamH. Simmo^s were so enthralled with the natural beauty 
of the rolling hills, the numerous springs, and natural land­ 
scape that they chose the area as the seat of government. 
Geographic and economic factors were of importance in their 
mission, but little doubt exists that the cascade and surround­ 
ing land area influenced their selection.

The Prime Meridian Marker, which is included in this site, 
is historically significant"as the point of^Beginning for all 
land surveys in the State of Florida. The marker, in 1824, 
was said to have been a lightwood stake, surrounded by" four 
blazed trees. Later in 1853, placement of a permanent stone 
marker was authorized; but it was not until 1892 that a perma­ 
nent stone marker was erected. The present monument was 
authorized in 1925 with an inscription stating that it had 
been placed over the original marker. However, there does 
exist some question regarding the precise location since 
present marker represents the third such structure.

The significance of the entire land area is unquestioned. 
Selection of the site as the territorial capital by the 
commissioners, the establishment of the Prime Meridian Marker 
in 1824 within the area, and the cascade/waterfall as a 
regional attraction all contri^3^/-^o>t,he importance of this 
site in Florida history. /\ v i'' ^ "^



See attached sheet

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY '

———————— . ———————————————————————— ———————————————————————
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 30° 26- 17- 84 ° 16 • 50 - 
NE 30° 26' 17" 84 ° 19 • 27 " 
SE 30° 25' 58- 84 ° 16 • 27 - 
sw 30* 25- 58- 84 o 16 • 50 -

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
J DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
ROF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
O • » o > "
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STATE: •-..' ' ., VJ* ' -.^*\ CODE COUNTY: CODE

__.J ,,, ^\ , : __ j
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NAME AND TITLE: (Reviewed by Randy F. Nimnicht, Historic Preservation! 
Mary K. Evans, Historic Sites Specialist

ORGANTZATION DATE

Division of Archives, History and Records Mqt. 4/27/71
STREET AND NUMBER:

Department of State , The Capito]
CITY OR TOWN:

Tallahassee^•n^MMipiiiiMi^i^^liMi^^si:
As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National gls^J State Q Local Q

Title State Liaison Officer

Date S]^ylOt>w "5 f/fl
————————————— -£. ————— I —————————————————

STATE CODE

Florida 12

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

——————————————— — L ....&/LC./.J HAAL{
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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