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1. Name of Property
historic name The Grotto, Our l-ady of Lourdes Shrine

ottier names/site number The Grotto

2. Location

stineet & number 15 East Garibaldi Avenue NA not for publication
city or town Nesquehonling NA vicinity

state Pennsylvania code PA  county Carbon oode 025  zip code 18240

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this X nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation
standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and
professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property X meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this
property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

national Statewide X local
October 7,2011

Signature of certifying ofncial/Title Date
PA Historical and Museum Commission
Stata or Federai agency/bureau or Tribal Govemment
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the Nationai Register criteria.
Signature of commenting official Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Govemment
4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register . determined eligible fbr the National Register

determined not eligible for ttie National Register removed from the National Register

(explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine
Name of Property

5. Classification

Category of Property

Ownership of Property
(Check only one box.)

(Checic as many boxes as apply.)

private building(s)

public - Local district

public - State site

public - Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Religion: religious facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Other No Style

Narrative Description

Cart>on, PA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property

(Expire* 5/31/2012)

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing

Noncontributing

buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

Numt)er of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Religion: religious facility

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation Stone
walls: Concrete, stones

roof: NA
Other Shells, coral

(Descrit}e the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly descrit}es the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)
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The Gratto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine islocated in a resdentia naghborhood on alat thet is
bounded by Eagt Garibaldi Avenue, Angeuni Avenue, and Eag DaVind Alley; in the Itdian
naghborhood knoan asNewv Caumbus, in northemn Nesquehoning, Carbon Catmty, PA. The
Gratto isa domedhaped conaee and 2one areation with deoorative dones and dojedts embedded
all around the exterior, and features an insst marble datue of Our Lady of Lourdes on the south-
fadng 9de It isflanked by aha marble datuary. Condrudion o the diginctive conaee and done
aojedt was begun in 1941 and compleead in 19% by a local resdent, Pladdio Guido LaRizzio. The
Gratto isthefocal paint of a church complex oamed by Our Lady of Mount Carmd Church,
Diocese o Allentown, PA. Alsolocated on the property isa church (19890), redory {1967), and soaal
hall (1949). While the=se buildings rdate higorically and provide the setting to the Gratto, the
narriinated bamdary indudes the Gratto along, indudingjug aamall area o surramding lawn
and the ggps on the south 9de o the dojet. The Gratto islocated adjacat to the northeest comer
o the church. The Gratto rdainsiits integrity, most importantly the agpeds of workmanship,
materias and feding that make it 2 digindive, unique, and impartant to the community.

Nexgquehoning isa amall borough located in anarrow valley, knoawn as Panthe Valley, that runs
betwean Jm Thorpe and Tamagua. The valley was onae a bitxsy part of the coal indudry.
Nexquehoning greidhes up the hillades on @the 9de of Route 209, a digind naghborhood known
asNew Cdumbusislocated jug above the ret of Nesgquehoning, on the north 9de o the borough.
TheOur Lady o Mount Carmd Church complex isin the heart of the New Cdumbus
naghborhood. South of the church property isalarge gpen park, Cerchario Park, which onae
ocontained the naghborhood's demetary schod (s Figure 14). The Gratto is nesled in the canter
o the church property, a the reer nartheest comear o the building.

Theformal gpproach to the Gratto isfrom Ead Garibaldi Avenue there isa digance of 1065 feet
from the edge o Garibaldi Avenue to the Gratto. A sdewalk leads from Eag Garibaldi Avenueto a
broad flight o ggps (kneding 209 that lead up to the Gratto itsdf. DaVind AUey is 18 fest from
therear o the Gratto and 54 fest from Angdini Avenue to thewestt 9de of the Gratto. The Redary
iIs65 fet to the right of the kneding ggps and the church is5 fest to the left o the Gratto.

The Gratto is 138 fest x 12 fedt. Thee ale ten conardée dgos on the south Sde o the Gratto, 184 fet
from the foat of the 2gos to the Gratto. Thexe ggps are Ao usad as kneding geps for those who
wigh to pray. Thae areflood lightsto illuminate the Gratto a night mounted to the west of the
Gratto on fhe camant wall, on the roof of the Church, and on the Redtary. There are two angd
datues (6 & 8 on g9te mgp) overlooking the kneding gegps A datue of . Bameaddte (5 on g9te map)
iIskneding in reverence to Our Lady of Lourdes (@ on 9te map), who islocated in the canter of the
Gratto. A wate trough (6 on gte map), which adledts thewate that flows from therodks is
attachad to the left 9de of the Gratto. A amall angd (3 on Ste map) datue ison top of the Gratto
overlooking the dhrine Many o the decorative rocks o athar dojeds (for example 13,15,16,18 on
gte mgp) that were incorparated into the Graotto's surface weare carried badk hame by local 1taian-
Ameican savice men and women from aress they served during WWH aswdl asfrom ather fuiess
o the United Sates and athe continents In addition there are sea shdls (s 17 on 9te mgp) and
cora (12 & 14 on ate map).

The Gratto wes built on a grassy kndU to ther ightaf the Otu- Lady of Mount Carmd Church. The
done aeation was dmple in desgn and replicated the Gratto at Lourdes France Many o the rocks
came from quarry a theend o town and the surratmding mountain area. The badk drop to the
Gratto a thattimewas the Appaachian Mountaing better known as the Broad Mountain (s
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Figu:e 9). A row d native pine tress once lined DaVind Alley behind the Gratto. The current
Maddona Hal (church sodal hall) now gands behind the Gratto, acrosstiiealley, and the large
pines have bean removead. In some phaotos a wild honeysudkle vine planted near the Gratto is
vidble, and eventually engulfed the entire Gratto and was reanoved (see far example Figures 383 &
3A). Ctuxently, there are no vines planted on the Gratto. The original desgn induded water
draulated from a pump behind the Gratto flowing from the rodks into a drainage sysgem in front of
Gratto. While the methanical sytem remnansin place it isnat currentiy operational. Blue and
white lights arched ove the top of the Gratto.

A large white marble gatue of Our Lady of Lourdes which gands on a gane shdf in the niche of
the Gratto, isthefocal paint. World War n hdmets had a place of honor on the two rock
protrugons on bath sdes of Our Lady. Also located in front of the Gratto ae various atha white
marble datues two angd datues and ane depicting the child Bemaddte Thee datuesweare dJ
imveled a the dedication in 1945. At thefoot of the datue of Our Lady of Lourdes a vative candle
ocontinuoudy bumed. A gaden halo surrounded the Blesssd Virgin's head. A numbea of yearslater
adaue d . Thaexa o Lideux, the Littie Hower of Jesus was added to the eet edge of the
Gratto. A datetoneis located at the lower front, southeestem comea o the Gratto

Concam that the congant flow of water would cause damage to the Gratto prompted the
congmdaion of aweate trough. The wark was completed in the 19/0s by Mondggnar Angdini and
meamba's of the parish. At that time, the kneding 2gos ware added, and the datue of Bamaddite
was moved from the west 9de to the eest 9de o the Gratto. The honeysudkle vine was removed
and paennids and shmbbe'y weare added to the grounds surrounding the Gratto. After
Mondgnar's passng, the . Thaesa datue which good on the eest Sde d the Gratto was used in
aeating hismemarid monument (1987), which gands on the eest 9de of the Gratto but is dightiy

apart

The addition of ggps to the grassy kndJ gpproaching the Gratto and the water trough in the 19/0s
aethemga physca dhanges tothe Gratto. They do nat deract from the integrity of LaRizzio's
desgn and do nat diminish the Graotto's integrity.



United States Department of the Interior
Nationai Park Service / National Register of Historic Piaces Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires Sni/2012)
The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine Carbon, PA
Name of Property County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Areas of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria o (Enter categories from instmctions.)
(Mark "x" In one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the
property for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made Ethnic heritage
a significant contribution to the broad pattems of

our history.

e B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or Period of Significance
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant 1941-1961

and distinguishable entity whose components
lack individual distinction.

ID Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,

: e X ; ) Significant Dates
J information important in prehistory or history.

1945

Criteria Considerations

(Marie "x" in all the boxes that apply.) Significant Person

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Property is:
NA
A Owned by a religious institution or used for
X religious purposes. o
Cultural Affiliation
B removed from its original location. ltalian American

C abirthplace or grave.

D acemetery. . .
Architect/Builder

E areconstructed building, object or structure. LaRizzio, Placidio Guido

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.
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Period of Significance (justification)

The Gratto's period o dgnificance begns with the beginning o cortdrudion in 1941, and edtends
until 1961 This timeframe isin acoordance with the National Regdea's ganad S0yesr guiddineg, as
the Gratto continued to be an important part of the community after 1961. Even as Pladdio Guido
LaRizzo was building the Gratto, it became a focal paint of the Our Lady of Mamt Carmd Church
complex. The Gratto was (and is) the stting for numeraus regular rdigious patriatic, sodal and
family events and odebrations o the Italian-American community throughout the year. Althougji
aha gatues and monuments weare added to the church grounds and the adjacant Cearchario Park, the
Gratto has continued to be the magt prominant and integral objed to the congregation’'s and gester
community's rdigious ethnic, and patriotic dosarvances

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)

Rdigatis Propaty—While the Gratto isa rdigious property, it derivesits sgnificance from its
tmique fak artigic desgn and its assodation with the Itdian American community of New
Cdumbus It therefore medts Criterion Congderation A.

Commeamarative Prgpaty—The desgn o the Gratto and the impartance of it within the Italian
American commtmity bath enable it to medt Criteria Consderation F. The Gratto has acquired its
own sgnificameog and isnat meady areplica o interpreation o ahe variations of the Gratto a
Lourdes

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraphtiiatincludes level of
significance and applicable criteria.)

The Gratto has bean an impaortant cultura place within the Italian-American naghborhood of New
Cdumbus in Nesquehoning Borough, snce its condmdtion during World Vfai U. It isculturaly and
architedtiirally sgnificant and isan example of Italian American rdigous architedure in North
America. The Gratto isatangble expresson o New Cdumbuss Itaian American community. The
traditions of this community are refleded in its desgn, setting and tise, bath asa pilgrimage for
Cathdlics throughout the Northeest and asa prominent presance in the daily life of the New
Cdumbus Nexguehoning community. The Gratto wes btdit on the grounds of Our Lady of Mamt
Carmd Church by alocal coal miner, Pladdio Guido LaRizzio, during a time when Italian
immigrants and thar desoendents were Smggdtng to define a place within the American cdtiire The
Gratto islocally ggnificant under Criterion Apr Ethnic Hearitage asan example of the efforts made by
this Itdian American community to adknomMedge and retain thar heritage while contributing to the
large aulture The Gratto wes dedicated to the memary o all those service men and wamen who
died in WWH and asathanksgving mamanto for thase reauming safdy. Ntmierous gones shdls
pieces of coral, and aha dojeds that wae enbedded during the Gratto's congmaion were supplied
by local sarvicamen and women from thar sarvice locations around theworld. The Gratto became
an important focus during many weskly and annual events organized by the Chiu' ch. It was d<o the
focus of many informal family and community gatherings (Figure 22) that wearen't sasndioned by the
Church.

6
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Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance)

Until 1880, Italian migration to Pennsylvaniawas sporadic and primarily centered in Philadelphia.
The movement to tmify Italy during the 19* centtiry created increasng challenges for the resdentsof
the southem part of the Italian peninsula. The economic depresson gavethese Italians Uttie hope and
the stuation in southem Italy ¢.1880, led to critical hardshipsfor the population. Heavy mud dides
and an ecological disager, including deforegstation, took place in southem Italy and Sicily. The
economy evaporated.  Newsaof the growing indtigries in America, along witii a severe economic
depresson in Italy, resulted in an influx of immigrantswhose impad eventually went far beyond
Philaddphia. The US Census showed that in 1870 there wereonly 784 ItaHan-bom resdents of
Pennsylvania; by 1910, there were 1961222

When this new wave of immigration began, most of the newcomers were sngleyoung men from the
villages of southem Italy. Gradually they werejoined by family membersand neighborsforming

new corrununities. There weresome tailor s, barbe's and fonemasons but most weremanual laborers
who took work in agricultiire, miningand congmction. In Berks County, they worked in theiron
mills. In the Bangor area, they worked in datequarries In the Panther Valley area (Nesquehoning)
they were coal miners

Thaosewho wer e were able to move into more skilled trades helpedfindemployment for people from
thar native vilages Some United Sates towns, such as Rosato (approximatdy 60 miles east of
Nexquehoning) condged primarily of immigrants from one specific Italian village (in this case,
Rosto Vedforte), or the nearby countrysde. Other immigrantswer emixed from nttmer ous towns or
villages, but often from one or two specificregions. The Italians who settied in the Nesquehoning
areaon SharpeMotmtain (which they named Littie Italy) wereprimarily from the southem peninsula
regions of southem Campania, Calabria, Badlicata, and Sicily. In areas wher e numerousdifferent
immigrant populations wer e found, such asin Philaddphia, the immigrants continued toidentify
themsdlves based on ther native region, and thought of themsalves asindividual groups, even
though they werelumped together nationally as™ Italians' by the Americansand other Europeaits

Italian immigrantsformed dubsand fratemal organizations to help adjug to Ufe in the United States
and presrve thdr ctilture. Thiswas common practicefor other ethnic groups aswed. Many of the
jobs hdd by the new immigrantsweredangerous and low paying and thefratemal organizations
provided insurance and death benefitsfor thar members Immigrants also devdoped relgious,
poUtical, and social ingitutions to support their adjusment to lifein Fennsylvaniaand to preserve
ther heritage CathoUc immigrantswor ked to edablish thar own parishes—with Italian priess—and
schoadls. ItalUan reJgious inditutions played a key rolein helping famiUes preserve thar culture. At
the same time, their colorful feast-day cdebrations often drew non-ltaUan observers, helping to blend
aulttures

*The Higory of Carbon County, P338
he Itdiansin Pennsylvania, P 2-3
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Annual rdJgous hoUdays weare impartant to Itaian American communities Feest day odebrations
that honored individual saints often the patron saints o thar native toamms o vilages wae o
important These adébrations weare symbolUc, nat jugt of thar ItalJan heritage but honoring
particular saints also refledted thar comedtions to spedfic regons and locaUties in Italy. In the
additional higory bdow, ddails are provided about the impad of Nev Cdumbuss CathoUc
Church, and its bdoved priet Mondgnor Angelni. He organized many fetivals and odéorations
that were atend by mambas o his parish and aso naHtaldans Many o these types o evants are
dmilar to thaose dooumented in higories o Italdan-Ameican commitmities such as Philaddphia,
Reading, and Rosgo in Pennsylvania, New Yok City, and athea tomns and dties FoUdarids have
documented the impoaortance o these pubUc adéorations dosarvanoes and evats—whetha basad
in reJgon or na—in continuing the communities connettions to thar ehnic heritage and hdping
to egablish new identities in the United Sates Many o these goedal events continued wel into
the twentigh century. Some 11U go on today. In New Caumbus after 191 the proocessons
parades haUday dbsarvances and atha community events dmaost aways involved a gathering
and camany infiontd the Gratto.  (Hgue 16272820M1 3235)

Prior to World Wa n, ItaJans in America ware Ul conneded dosdy to thar hamdand and the
trend toward Itdian nationaligam was Freading. In the opening paragraph o he artide Itdiansin
Public Memay. Pageantry, Ponvar, and Imegning the Itdian American, Joan Save'ino desribes how the
Itdian community o Reading, PA, " appropriated and recontedualJzed a bricdage of American
and ItalJan fdk and popular images and rhetaric inritual pubUc events of caremnony and
odebration” during the period betwean the two World Wars Udang the Cadumbus Day and ItalJan
Day Fegtivals de examines how the ItalJans usad thdar ethnic heritage to reshgpe thar pubUc
image Events such as parades o festivals weare traditional andritualistic,but also became mare
Ameican-gyle pubUc evaitsin an efort to exdiange exiging baJds and sodal rdations One
ptirpose of the fetivals in Reading wes to hdp kiut immigrants from different regons into ane
dhared community and—egpaeaaly regarding the Cdumbus Day fetival—to sssk enhanoed pubUc
danding anong Readingf s primarily Pennsylvania Dutch population by endorsng

" Ameicanization" 3 Asthe United Sates entared World War n, continued dforts were made to
pubUdy renforce the communities commitmant to the United Sates This community
commitmant is the reason the Gratto wes dedicated to all lost and retuming sarvicamen and
waomen, nat only mamba's of the parish. It wes away to demartdrate patrictian-

Itisa mydeay asto LaRizzio's mativation for building the Gratto Shrine Parhagps it wes the requet
o Mondgnar Angdini ar his knomMedge of drinesin Italy. In hisartide Yard Sines and Sdenalk
Altars of Nawv Yak's Itdian Ameaicans Jossph Sdorra explains that ' dredt drines’ and smaJ
naghborhood rdJgous gtes resambling grattos ' represant ane of the modt diffuse exqpressons o
fak reUgon in Itay, eppedaly in the south” and became commaon in the United Sates a the tum
of the 200 oantury* Sdorra's dooumentation of a prominent New Yok dhrine indudes a discusson
abaout the essmtid use o danein coitdmaing Grattoes in an atempt to rexeste the mdic

3 Itdiansin Public Memay p5
* "Yad Srines and Sdendk Altars o New Yak's Itdian Ameicans” Josgoh Sdarra, pl88
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mountain sites of nttmerous tributes to Mary throughout southem Europe. He goes on to recount
the story of amiUtary veteran retuming home to Bensonhurst, NY, in 1955 and recreating a repUca
of Lottrdes in his fiont yard.5 The story of Bemadette and her visions of Mary at the Grotto at
Lotirdes was weU-known even before the Oscar-winning film was released in the early 1940s (The
Song of Bemadette).

One of New Y ork'smost impressive shrinesis the Otir Lady of Mount Carmel Shrine in Rosebank,
Staten Island, listed inthe National Register in 2000. It was built between 1937 and 1939 (altiiough it
continuesto be added to) by a SidUanimmigrant with support fiom alay reUgious organization,
the Mount Carmel Sodety, which owned the land and isindependent from the parish church. The
Rosebank shrineis much larger and more elaborate than the New Columbtis grotto, but they share
many similarities, including stone and cement constmction and omamentation achieved by
embedding smaU stonesand other objectsinto the surface. Both alsofocuson Mary, who is
traditionaly avery important figure to Italian CathoUcs.

Although it isnot weU-documented, it appearstitat LaRizzio's Grotto is strongly conneded to a
European tradition, espedalUy one found in southem Italy. It served mittltiple purposesfor his
community: honoring thosewho served in World War 1l while expressing the community's
heritage. Through these purposesand perhaps others, the Grotto helped to pubUcly strengthen
New Columbus residents' ethnic heritage.

TheHistont of Little Italy

In the early 1880safew famiUes settied in Littieltaly. Located on Sharp Mountain, southwest of
Nesquehoning, Littieltaly beganin 1834 with the arrival of Angelo Bochicchio from Potenza, Italy.*
From variouslocationsin Italy otherssoon cameto settiein Littieltaly. Pasquale Malascal za,
Gaetano Fiorentino, Antonio Grieco, and MicheleMelearrived from RioNero Volture. From
RiveUo came Giuseppe FiumiceUi; from Altomonte came Antonio Panebianco and Francesco
Panebianco. Cosimo Mustacchio camefrom Corleone; Francesco LoRusso, Donato L oRusso,
Vincenzo GaUo, Nicolaand Leonardo Damiano from AvgUano. From San Donato Ninea came
Francesco and Luigi lanniteUi; Vito Loiacano from Partinigo; Giuseppe Aulicine and Pasquale
CirimeUi fiom Verbiacaro.® These pioneers, with their families and friendsfrom other states and
from Italy, formed the nucleus of the "Our Lady of Mount Carmel" Parish. Asinltay, inthe new
world, the church was the center of the Italian American Community. These early settiers,
numbering approximately 120 famiUes, worshipped at the Sacred Heart Church which was a
mission church of the Immaculate Conception in March Chunk (presentiy Jim Thorpe), but wished
for achurch of their own.8 In 1904, the Rev. Paolo Gentile of St Michael's Church in Lansford held
massin ashanty at Littieltaly on Sundaysand Holy Days. One year later, Oiur Lady of Mount
Carmel Church was bom.'

5"Yard Shrinesand Sidewak Altars of New Y ork's Italian Americans," Joseph Sdorra, P6
* Golden Jubilee Booklet Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 1913-1%5, P2

7 The History of Carbon County Vol 4,1994, Mauch Chunk Township, "Littie Italy", P39
80p.dt

' History of Carbon Coimty, March Chunk Township, "Church", P400
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TheMove to New Columbus

The Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company owned the land and had leasd it to the inhabitants of
"Littie Italy”, but in 1918 the Company dedded to expand its mining operation undemesgth Littie
Itay. Safety was a concam snce hausss ware aubjed to caveins and this prompted the rdocation.
Themgar rdocation o Littie Italy to New Town todk place in 191819, when ove 100 famiUestare
down thar forme resdencss and moved planks and boards to the new, sefer desgnated area. The
viUage of New Town was renamed Newv Cdumbus in honar of Chrigopher Cdumbus in 1918
About onefifth o Littie Italy's famiUes had new resdencesin New Cdumbtis by the summer of
1918 By June 27,1920, the entire poptxlation had moved to Nev Cdtimbus TheLehigh Coal and
Navigation Company congdmded housssin New Cdumbtis Employess paid $10 monthly
ingalments to ptirchase thar homesi”

A unique festure o a dead from the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company contained the " Uguar
redriction dause” This prohibited the digiUation or sele o intoxicating spirits a anytimeon the
premisss No commerda barrooms were eve built in New Cdtimbus athough severd
Foeskeases oparated. Thexe covenantsin the desds were vigoroudy enfaroed through 1926ii

During the mgar rdocation, the Foretas o America (an ItaJan Qub) moved to the comear o
Messna and Ead Garibaldi Avenues It was commaon for the men to St outgde the dub and play
Italan fdk mugc with mandding piccolos and concartinas The Foretars had desth benefitsfor
its membea's The Citizens Qub of America moved to the coma of Messna and Eas Cdumbus
Avenues The Citizens Qub began a Littie Italy in 1913 The Citizens Band of New Cdumbuswes
the forme Littie Italy Band12 (Figttre 14)

Loca resdents bdJevad that a poUing place in Littie I1taly would be an incentive for unnaturdized
inhabitants to vote, but county officdals denied the detion distrid. Theprogped o having totravd
to Hudsondale to vate prompted a move to bring New Cdumbus into Mauch Chunk Township in
1918 Thelocal pries. Fatha FhUip Baemardi, became the drivés gookeamani3 Resdants fiitcdly
had thar ovmn dettion didrict after the move from Littie Itay to Nev Cdumbus was completed.
The poUing place weas in the schodhatise of Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company along Park
Sred in Nexguehoning. Samud ColUura wes judge of dedtion.!*

During the mgar rdocation through 1920, the schod in Littie Italy remained open. An damattary
thod was condmded in 191920 and gperated in the New Cdumbus Park until 19688 Until 1920,
dudentsin New Cdumbus attended stchod in Nesquehoning.

i» History o Carban Countty, March Zhurk Towitship, " Churdh”, PAD
1 1bid, P400
P Ibid, P40L
"1bid, F400401
Y 1bid, P400-101
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Mail ddUveay wes initiated in the late 1920s when Frands Walters local reoresmtative, advised
Samud CoUura o the free srvice Previatidy resdents travded to Nesquehoning for mail
Vi

In 192 the Macaroni Manufacturing Company wes built in Nev Cdumbusfor the " mantifadure
ptirchase and sale of macaroni in aJ its formsand athe oared produds” It wes known as the
Itdian Macaroni Company, and it wes located aarossthe dred from Our Lady of Mamt Carmd
Church, which wes rdocated from Littie Itdy in 1918™

Itdianswarefond o food and drink of the anoetral country induding peppe’'s tamatoes and
wine Growing and cultivating grgpeswes audomary in Italy. Grapes ware nesded for the
preparation o wines that weare ussd daily in the Itjdian househdd. After movingto New
Cdumbus resdents abandoned thar grgpe vinesin Littie Italy. To hdpfiUthe void, about 30
Italians cdlaborated and ordered araUrced baxcar load o grgpes from the Napa Valey in
Califomia to make thar omn wine Muscatd and Zinfandd were popular wine chaces When the
gagpesarrived a the Central Ralroad o New Jasey train dation, resdents used horses and
wagonsto trangoort the wooden baxes of grgpes to thar hamesin New Cdumbus Up to fotir
large vats each with a9 gaJon capadty, ware usd in the basament wine making process Sugar
and wate weare added to the grgpes to prepare wine FoUowing the initial run, which was soldy
for drinking, assoond, and sometimes a third run, wes madefor the woman's domedgtic housshad
ocongumption, induding food preparation. Around 1933 many hames weare updated with fumaces
and indoor plumbing. This abmptiy ended the wine making ea snce the heat from the fumace
affected the farmenting process Attemptsto ue presrvativesfailed and wine making wes finalUy
abandoned. Iranically, Prohibition ended in 1983N7

ItalJans also brought thar fondness for bread making to America. Frank Paul, a mason o
Nexquehoning, condmded many outdoor ovensin Newv Cdumbus These " Qosed units' weae
commonly shared by two o three family membea's 0 dmaod evay family in New Cdtimbus had
aoessto an outdoor oven. (Figure 5 Bread produds weare prominentiy digplayed a Our Lady o
Mount Carmd Church on March 19f, & Josgpoh's Day, fodowing a Sdlian traditional augam”™*
Thaeis ane snal oven intad on Wegt Cdtimbus Avenue

Gexge C. Gremo, apopular grooe had a genad ma dhandise dare a the coma o Cdumbus and
Venice Avenues Miranda's Groogy Sarg located a 231 Wed Cdumbus Avenuein New
Cdumbtiswes garted by Antonio Miranda. Farmea's convergad on the yotmg community with
farm produce foJowing its rdocation in the 1920s Tmckloads of cabbage s0ld for a nickd a head,
with larger quantities saUing for even lonve prices i’ Even today, nearby farmears from outiying
aress HI thar tmdckloads o fresh vegatablesto the resdents of New Cdtimbus

B The Higay d Carban County, Maudh Chunk Tovnship, " Entreorenaurs’, PA3
B Ibid, PAL

iNbid,PA04

B Ibid, PAR

B Ibid, PAB
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New Columbuswas giU a part of Packer Township when Citizens Fire Company No. 1 formed in
June 1918 Trugees were al resdentsof New Columbus. The American Hose Company of New
Columbtiswas founded in January 1921, and is iU in exigence today.

Snce 1787, Nesquehoning was a popular mining town with nearby operations. It was centered on
the mining of anthradte coal that was the highest quaUty in the gate, and the mining oper ations iU
continueto this day21

The narrow mountaingde gregts were Uned with angle detached homes contributing to theareas

" native homdand" feding. Children and grandchildren of immigrants giU Uvein the housss btiilt by
thar ancestors People who vist the Grotto from other parts of the Northeast, egpedaUy Italian
Americans are gmck by the ared's ethnic continuity. The greets were unpaved and had no curbing
or ddewalks. Thegardens wereabundant with a variety of fruit trees Everyone had vegatable
gardensin thar backyards and some had created ther own Anneyards The produce from the
abtmdant gardens were canned and sored in basement kitchensfor use over the winter. Many
families had their own Uvestodk induding cows, chickens, goats, and pigsto namea few.

Our Lady of Motmt Carmd Church was fotmded in 1906 in Littieltaly, Nesquehoning, PA. In 1918
the M ogt Reverend Dennis J. Dougherty, Archbishop of Philadelphia, acquired four lotsfrom the

L ehigh Coal and Navigation Company along Garibaldi Avenue for $1.00 "for church purposesonly.”
Thisbecame the steof Our Lady of Mount Carme Church in New Columbus. 2 The church was
rdocated fiom Littie ltaly and rebuilt at the comer of Garibaldi and Venice Avenues. The latter was
renamed Angdini Avenue (1989) in honor of Monsgnor Angnelo J. Angdlini.

Frank Romano, aformer resdent of Littieltaly, painted the interior of Our Lady of Mount Carme
Church foUowing its rdocation to New Columbus. Otir Lady of Mount Carmed Church grew asa
parish with the birth of New Columbusin 191823

Monsignor AngeUni andtheOur Lady of Mount Carmel Church

Father AngneUo J. Angdlini was bom in Caivano, Italy, in the Diocese of Aversa on Octobe 18%, 1899,
and came to America a the age of 5 yearswith hismothe Teresaand hisSgers Hearrived in
Raosto, PA, on Sunday, November 61904.2*

Father AngeUni received his formal education in the Rossto and Bangor, PA schools, graduating from
the Bangor High School on May 3, 1918 Heentered the Seminary of St Charles Borromeo,

Overbr ook, Philadephia in September, 1918, and was ordained intiieCathedral of Saints Peter and
Paul in Philaddphia, PA, by fhe M ost Reverend Bishop ThomasJ. Shahan on June 6192525

2 The Higory o Carbon County, Mauch Chimk Township, " Entreoreneurs', PAOS
2 1bid, PA2
22 bid,PA01
2B Wedaste prepared by Dennis Cratz, Nesgquehoning, PA:, http: / / nesquehoningus/ sorapbookd .htm
21 Gdden Jubilee Booklegt Our Lady of Mount Carmd Church, 19131965, P6
5 Ibid, F6
12



United States Department of ttie Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires
S/31/2012)

The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine Carbon, PA

Name of Property County and State

On September 12,1932, Father AngeUni became the pastor of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Churchin
New Columbus. In 1950, the new chtirch building was btdit along Garibaldi Avenue under Father
AngeUni's ministry, to replace the eaUerfiamebuilding. 5 He dso oversaw rebtulding of the redory
in 1%7/. Father AngeUni was weU-known throughout the region for visiting the departing trains to
wish departing service-men, regardless of parish membership, safety during their time abroad. He
aso organized many local events that himed into mgor attractions for the region, such as an event
blessing cars (he gave up driving as ayoung man foUowing severa acddents), ababy parade, and the
famous Shower of Roses parade.

The parish rgjoiced with the gppointment by Pope Paul VI on May 11,1964, when Father AngeUni
was elevated to the rank of Domestic Prelate, and now had thetitie conferred on him of Rev.
Monsignor AgneUJo J. AngeUni. The parishioners were very proud of the many accomplishments
their pastor successfuly completed for the church and the Diocese. Monsignor AngeUni had the
honor of ceebrating a Masswith Pope John Paul n as the AUentown Diocese's representative when
the pontiff wasin Philadelphiain 1979. He was aman of greet vitaUty, inteUed, rhetorical abiUty and
he possessed adynamic pérsonalJty. He wasin congtant demand as a gpesker throughout tiie
Panther ValJey and surrotmding counties for dJ occasons and by dJ organizations. His
humanitarian efforts eamed him many awards including the prestigious State of Pennsylvania
American Legion Award.27

Thelove and resped that Monsignor AngeUni had for miUtary service persona was demonstrated
throughout hislifetime of service to the community of Nesquehoning. Hewas honored at his funeral
in 1987 with amiUtary honor guard.

Many miUtary service nien and women departing for World War n, Korea, and Vietnam have fond
memories of adedicated, loving priest a the train station in Jm Thorpe blessing them and praying
for their safe return Monsignor Angelini saw brave men and women leaving to serve their cotmtry
rather than CathoUcs, Protestants or any other relgious denominations. He gave each one his
blessings and areUgious meda and scapular to carry with them overseas. To thisday many of these
medas are 2UI carried by veteransor their surviving famUy members.

When the bel toUed on May 16,1987, announcing Monsignor AngeUni's degth, the Panther Valey
was hushed in slence and resped for the dynamic, forceful, congenia, ssimpatico priest whose
numerous trips to area hospitals and the prison in Jim Thorpe may have ceased but wUI never be
forgotten by those patientsand inmeates that he visited. His memory Ungers on, and isstiU astrong
influence on those who foUowed hm28

History of Italan American Religious and non Religious Festivals and Celebrations at the Grotto
The feast of Corpus Christi was celebrated by the Itallan American conununity with a procession
through the dreets of New Columbus. The procession began at the Grotto and conduded at the
Grotto with benediction. A shrine to Our Lady was a each street comer. Each shrine was decorated

2 Golden Jubilee Booklet, Our Lady of Mount Carme Church, 1913-1965, F6
Z Diamond JbUee Booklet Our Lady of Mount Carmd Church, 1913-1998 P45

B lbid, F5
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with flowers, candles, and food to be blessed. The priest and pilgrims stopped at every shrine and
prayed. Altar boys carried candles, holy water and incense. .

The feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel was also important to the Italian American Community.
Each year on July 16, the men and women of the parish carried the statue of Our Lady through the
streets of New Columbus. (Figure 19) The procession was led by the Citizens Club Italian Band.

- (Figure 38) At the conclusion of the procession, benediction was held in front of the Grotto. During
the year, the statue was carried weekly from one home to another where the women would gather to

pray the rosary. -

Every October 12, the Italian American community gathered around the statue of Christopher
Columbus that stands in the center of the New Columbus Park. The statue was erected and
dedicated in 1951. The Knights of Columbus led the ceremony to honor Christopher Columbus.
Father Angelini would conduct benediction and all prayed for world peace.

The Italian community came together on the feast of St. Christopher and assisted Father Angelini

- with the blessing of the cars. People would drive from surrounding towns to have their cars blessed

- by Father Angelini, and they would receive a metal of St. Christopher for safe travel. Many cars were
seen with the St. Christopher metal attached to the car mirror, visor or dashboard.

The tradition of St. Joseph’s Table was started in 1949, and was fostered by the Sicilians of the parish
because of their strong faith in St. Joseph. Soon the entire parish followed this practice, from which
evolved the popularity of the pignolata sought by all classes of people throughout the Panther
Valley.?? The feast of St. Joseph, the Carpenter, was celebrated on the Sunday before March 19th. A
traditional St. Joseph table was set up in the church were parishioners would bring a variety of foods
and wine to be blessed. Later the table was moved to Madonna Hall where a spaghetti dinner was.
served which included saffron rice, homemade bread, salad and desert. Fried bread crumbs, which
represented saw dust, were sprinkle on top of the spaghetti. The week leading up to the feast day,
the ladies of the church would make the traditional Italian pignolatas which were served at the
dinner. Fava beans were an integral part of the celebration because this was the food that saved the
Sicilians from starvation. The bean is said to bring good luck, and it is believed that if the St. Joseph's
bread is kept in the home, the fam11y will never starve®

The St. Theresa celebration was a reglonal Italian festival. Monsignor Angelini’s' dedication and

~ devotion to St. Theresa of Lisieux, France, The Little Flower of Jesus (Figure 13) was the inspiration
for the St. Theresa Shower of Roses celebration. This celebration started in 1932 and remained highly
attended during its 75 years. Pilgrims from the tri-state area and beyond came by car and bus to join
in the celebration. The Grotto was not only a focal point but the destination for all pilgrims durmg
the feast day of St. Theresa.

The day began with several masses in the church and during the third mass there was a procession
which included the Rose Queen, a selected teenage parish member and her court. At this mass, the

» Diamond Jubilee Booklet, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 1913-1998, P3
30 www.initialy.com/ regions/sicily /joetabl.htm

14



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / Nahonal Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-300 OMB No. 10240018 (Expires
8/31/2012) .
The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine , Carbon, PA

Name of Property _' : : County and State -

Rose Queen was crowned. At 1:30 pm a mass was held at the Grotto, (Figure 13) with the Rose
Queen accompanied by her court. After this mass, the Queen was escorted to the St. Theresa’s float.
The float was adorned with blessed roses and a life-like statue of St. Theresa. (Figure 43) At 2:30 pm,
crowds of people congregated in front of the church to participate in the procession. The rosary was
recited during the procession throughout the streets of New Columbus.

Throughout the day, people gathered at the grounds of the Grotto and they brought with them
containers to fill the water that flowed from the rocks of the Grotto. The water was blessed by the
many priests who were present at the Grotto. People also gathered at Madonna Hall (located behind
the church) to join in the festivities of music, a spaghetti dinner and other delicious ethnic foods.
Each year more than one thousand St. Theresa candles were lit in the church (Figure 41) and at the
Grotto at the request of the pilgrims for their special intentions. Vendors from within the tri state
area also came with their wagons of goods.

At the conclusion of the procession, the Rose Queen would dress in the likeness of St. Theresa.
(Figure 16) Prior to 1975, the Rose Queen would be taken to the local airport in Lehighton, PA, where
she boarded a helicopter filled with hundreds of long stem roses. The helicopter, escorted by several
. single engine airplanes, flew over New Columbus and showered roses over the area. The helicopter
then landed in the John Cerchiaro Memorial Park (across from the church). The Queen then departed
the helicopter and walked through the crowds to the Grotto. This was the highlight of the
celebration. Monsignor Angelini used his influence to have a fly over of Naval jet planes from
Willow Grove, PA, during one of the celebrations. After the procession, Benediction was held at the
Grotto. Due to insurance liabilities, the Rose Queen no longer flew in a helicopter after 1975, and the
co-pilot tossed the long stem roses. housands of people would run to catch a rose falling from the
sky. People would even climb on the rooftops of homes to acquire a blessed rose.

The day ended with Monsignor boarding every bus to bid farewell to the pilgrims with a long stem
rose for each person. At the height of the St. Theresa celebration there were more than 60 buses that
found their way to New Columbus (a population of 800+). The event was carried by the local news
stations and as far away as Philadelphia, PA and Florida. Many articles were written by newspaper
reporters who attended the event from all over the area. A statue of St. Theresa sits to the right of the
Grotto in memory of Mon51gnor The street adjacent to the church was renamed Angelini Avenue in
1988. .

Placidio Guido LaRizzio, builder of The Grotto

Placidio Guido LaRizzio was born in New York City on June 23, 1907, the son of Mr. and Mrs.

- Carmen LaRizzio. The family moved to New Columbus when he was a young child.' He was
employed as a rock contractor for the Lehigh Navigation Company, (LCN) at Nesquehoning colliery.
He was a member of the Loyal Order of Moose (LOOM), Mauch Chunk, and the Sons of Italy, New
Columbus. LaRizzio was married to Rose Ann Warholak of Hauto (Nesquehoning). They had two
sons, Carmen and Theodore and three daughters, Bessie, Helen and Anastasm ‘He passed away on
February 20, 1949, (Figure 29) four years after completing the Grotto.3!

3 Death of Placidio Guido LaRizzio, Old Newspapér article, Unknown Source '
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LaRizzo was known asalocal fak artig and his daughter Besse recounted that many people
requeted hisart. Accordingto her, he father wes vaery areative arid enjoyed carving pieces out o
ocoal and wood. In the woaods surratmding New Coaumbtis LaRizzo would gathe twigs from which
hewould make picture frames (Figure 2) and ash tray dands Hiswark wes rdferenced in the
Febmary, 1938 edition of Popular Sience Magaane (Figure 1) Hissong, " Intraduce Mé€' is
oopyrighted and isfiled and recorded in the Library of Congress (1939, Vdume 34, No. 1, Entry Part
3P737).

For asharttime,LaRizzio Uved in Paterson, NJ, working in a datiiing fadory doing slk soreening.
Upon hisreum to Pennsylvania, herdocated to the toam of Mauch Chunk, presantiy Jim Thorpe
Heregtimed working in the coal mines

LaRizzo was a humble, devated parishione o Our Lady of Mount Carmd Church. He brought
Mondgnor Angauni's vidon to life when he began the congmaion of the drine in 1941 with

quidance from fhe pagar. After his shift in the mines hewould spend afew hours evary day
working on the Gratto. The shrine was completed and dedicated in 1945 The datues aramd the
Gratto were purcdhassed by Monggnor AngaJni in an attempt to rexeate the famous soene of the
vidtation d the Blessed Madtiier to the children a Lourdes France Thedhrine ove the years has
beoome a place of comfort where thousands o vigtors have acome to offer thar prayersfor peace and
for the sefety o family mambea's ar friends who sarve in harms way.

From its inogption, the Gratto weas dedicated to the sarvicamen and women. On mgar iwtioml
hoUdays such asVeeaans Day and Memaria Day, (Figure 3940) sarvices arehdd by the local
Vdeaans Assodation in Nesquehoning. A praye srvice ishdd evary Wedneday evening & 600
pm & the Gratto. (Figure 3

The Gratto work was completed by LaRizzio in 195 It wes dedicated on Odober 1515, (Figure
11) in the mamary o the hero dead df our nation and as a thanksgving memeanto for the safe recum
home d mambea's of the parish and aJ fdJow sarvicamen. Intiiepad, it was usad asa sting for
benadidtion at the anntial St Tharesals Day Cdebration. Othe Itdian American community events
auch as Cdumbtis Day, Memaoria Day, Veeaans Day, the feet of the Assumption, and the fees o
Our Lady o Mount Carmd were hdd a the gte of the Gratto. It was the badk drop for family
phatographs for weddings Confirmation, Holy Cortununion and Baptians and athear fanuly
gatherings (Figure 22,33,34,37) To this day, a weskly assambly takes place on the ggps o the
Gratto for prayer and goiritual reflection. The Gratto deerly refledts the values and pradtices o this
traditional local Italian American Community. This traditional cultura property meds Criterion A

for its assodation withtiieethnic, sodal, and rédugaous higory o the local Italian American
community. TheGratto isawel preserved example o a rdJgous amaiire, and is maintained to this
date by mambas d Our Lady o Mamt Carmd Church. The Gratto reoresants a continuation of
tradition o rdugous activity surrounding natural and manmade grattos in Chridian Europe and in
particular Italy. The Gratto's Sonedudded omamentation and rough surface reledts the aethetics
o southem Itdian architedture Incorporated into the Gratto are 2ones and atha mamantoss
brought badk ar sent hame by servicamen and women. Thee itams were from the exiging 48 dates
and all saven ocontinents A time capaule is buried in the camant base o the Gratto, behind the
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marke dated 1M1 A.D. A dassja o dhange was s in the Gratto radk above the gatue o the
Virgin Mary for good luck.

The Gratto isgoedal and isa symbd o the patriatiam of the community. Its 9gnificance
demondrates honor and isatribute toour Veeaan's o World War H. Nesquehoning weas ane o the
maod patriatic tomns during World War 1. Ove 120 men and wamen sarved in thewar which
meade the town tmique with mare pa capita sarvice people than any atha town in the USA. Some
famiUes had numeratis sonsfightingin the war a the ssametimeand many Uves ware lost. Local
Vdeaans today pay hamage to Our Lady of Lourdes by haAnng memarid sarvices a the Gratto on
Meamarid Day and Veean's Day.:3 The fird Wamen's Divison of the US Army Corp recruiting
poge was o Corp. Hden McConnon o Nesquehoning. When Gengrd Gexrge C. Mardhal fird saw
ha picdure heexdaimed, "My eyes have saan thedary." One o the original podea's (Figtire 8
hangsin the Vaeaans o Fordgn Wars Pog 8008, Nesquehoning, PA.

The Gratto endhrines the community values o areativity and aaftamanship, rdJgous conviction,
ethnic tradition, and a sanse of family and naghborhood. The traditional cultural sgnificance of the
Gratto isderivedfiomthe rde it playsin thelocal ItalJan American community's higoricaly rooted
bdJds cugams and practices The Gratto isan extraordinary, vivid example of Italian American
rdJgous aulture and wes built and maintained by the parish. This popular rdJgousicon isa
diginctive and important feasture o the ItalJan American community of New Catimbus
Nexquehoning. It serves asavital aanta on the boundaries of offidal church amdures for Italian
rdJgaus expaience and expresson. Orignally etabUdhad asa part of an ItalJan-American chtirch, it
isthe canterpiece of the community. It broadenad its reoresantation throughout the vidnity asa
symbd o local ItalJan heritage and the American spirit It isa condant patrictic reminder of those
whofightfor freedompag and presant. LaRizzo's qualty warkmanship was influencad by patrictic
and spiritual dedication to the men and women who served on foragn soil. The Gratto isan integral
part o the eéhic heritage o the Italian American Community of Nev Coumbus
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property Less than one acre

(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

UTM References
(Place additionai UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 18 431231 4524523

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2 4

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (Describetiieboundaries ofttieproperty.)

The boundary indudes the Gratto itssJ and a very smaJ amaunt of yard surraimding it to indude
the landscape and ggps leading up to the Gratto. The boundary ishown on the ste map, and is
located near the nartheest comar of the Our Lady of Mount Carmd Church building, which ison
the nartheest coma o Ead Garibaldi Avenue and Angduni Avenue in the New Cdumbus
naghborhood o Nesquehoning Borough.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The Gratto isthefoots o this nomination. Although the Gratto is higoricaldy and physcalUy
assodated with the church complex, it has devdoped individual sgnificance to the conununity. The
adjacat buildings are nat essantia to convey the 9gnificance of the Gratto, and the absance of those
resour aes from the nominated bamdary does nat have a negative impad on the integrity of the
Gratto.

11. Form Prepared By

nametftitie  Lucille M. Richmond & Rose M. Arieta

organization OLMC, Inc date June 27, 2011

street & number 1004 Center Street Melephone

city or town Jim Thorpe state PA zip code 18229
e-mall Lucillerichmond@centurv2l.com. rosearieta@Yahoo.com

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
* Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources. Key all photographs to this map.
» Continuation Sheets
» Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional Hems.)

19



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form : ]
NPS Form 10-300 OMB No. 1024-0018 ) (Expires

8/31/12012) _

The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine Carbon, PA
Name of Property ' A County and State
Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi
(pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine

City or Vicinity: Nesquehoning -
County: Carbon State: PA
Photographer: Lucille Richmond

Date Photographed: November 10, 2010
Location of Original Digital Files: 1004 Center Street, Jim Thorpe, PA 18229
Number of Photographs: 20

Descriptioh of Photograph(s) and number:

Photo #1 Approach to the Grotto, camera facing north
Photo #2 Kneeling Steps, facing north ‘
Photo #3 Angel on top of the Grotto -

Photo #4 Statue of Our Lady of Lourdes, facing north
Photo #5 Statue of Bernadette, facing north

Photo #6 Water trough and statue of angel

Photo #7 Memorial to Monsignor Angelini

Photo #8 Statues of Angel and Bernadette

Photo #9 - Comner Stone

Photo #10 Brass Military Flag Holders, at southwest corner of Grotto
Photo #11 Angel on the rock

Photo #12 Coral brought back by Veterans

Photo #13 Rocks brought back by Veterans

Photo #14 Coral brought back by Veterans

Photo #15 Rocks brought back by Veterans

Photo #16 Rocks brought back by Veterans

Photo #17 Shell brought back by Veterans

Photo #18 Rock brought back by Veterans

Photo #19 Back of Grotto, camera facing south

"~ Photo #20 St. Christopher Statue, camera facing north

Property OWner: ‘

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name The Dibcese of Allentown

street & number 4029 Tilghman Street telephone 610-289-8900

city or town Allentown ' state PA zip code 18104

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.
Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as
amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and compieting and reviewing the form. Direct comments
regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S.
Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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Site Plan
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Figure 1
Figure 2
Figure 3
Figure 4
Figure 5
Figures
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Figure 8
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Figure 13
Figure 14
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Figure 17
Figure 18
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Figure 20
Figure 21
Figure 22
Figure 23
Figure 24
Rgure 25
Figure 26
Figure 27,28
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Figure 36
Figure 37
Figure 38
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Figure 42
Figure 43
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Figure 45:

LaRizzio as featured in Popular Science magazine

Picture frame from twigs by LaRizzo, c. 1930

Grotto under construction with Father Angelini, 1942

Grotto under construction, LaRizzio and Father Angelini, ¢.1942

Bessie, daughter of LaRizzio, ¢.1950s

Granddaughter of LaRizzio, ¢.1950

LaRizzio, ¢.1940s

Helen McConnon, Womens Anny Corps, model for the first WWII poster
The Grotto In the Snow

May Queen, Connie Serignese, c.1945

Newspaper article about the dedication of the Grotto

Prayercardfor LaRizzio, 1949

Father Angelini at the Grotto, c. 1950's

Citizens Club Italian Band, ¢.1950

Benediction at the Grotto, giris dressed in the likeness of St. Theresa, ¢.1950
Monsignor Angelini, St. Theresa Procession

Newspaper clipping; clogged traffic on Rt 209

Grotto ¢.1959

Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, ladles carrying Virgin, .c1960s
Postcard, Grotto, 1960

Postcard 1966 - Invitation, Monsignor Angelini

Family occasions at the Grotto

Pilgrims gather at Grotto, c. 1970

Newspaper Article; History of Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Stone bake oven

St. Theresa procession float, 1965

St. Theresa celebration, October 1974

St. Theresa celebration, October 1975

Wedding Theresa & Sam Molinari, 1972

Crowd at the Grotto for the St. Theresa celebration, ¢.1980

Newspaper article, Monsignor AngeUni's request for Moon Rock from NASA
Baptism of Beth Ann Molinari, 1978

Prayer group, October 2008

Memorial Day, May 30, 2011, Honor Guard; Veterans of Foreign War, Post 8008
Newspaper Article; Grotto Is a Vision, May 21,2008

Hundreds of candles are lit In the church, ¢.2002

Figure 43: Carmen LaRizzio, son of Placldo Guido LaRizzio

Figure 44: Carmen LaRizzio holding the original art work

Original picture of Placido Guido LaRizzio that was used In Popular Science
magazine

Personal Notes and Reflections
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Miner Makes Art Objects Out of Hard Coal

IUttLXC <I*«Of»tiT« OOVIt-
tks from hnnpa of coal ia the
uatutial boltky at Quido Lar-
iasio, Neagueboomg, Pa., DUD'
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KOfffiIM Bttde oi tee wire
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Jectiia  leinira time. No
Bpxdd iiutmieinta arc are
ploywl 1B UM work* Uie
www tool* iodudiac t
luauiwr, tMMI. cutkto kBIT?,
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razor hiade: At the rtsU, Ui« hobby-
M il abowo vdag hia cmde toota to
aiake tth trajra fram s luge UMP g vimo ftf oAtWoeitt CMI
Of aatluradte. M plavts «f IIN rifltt

6«Sdo liaithi*»

FEBBBARY, JNt

Figure I Item from Popular Sdence magazine, February 1938 issue, page 67, about Pladdo Guido
LaRizzio, the builder of the Grotto. Little dse was documented about hiswork, athough family

members remember that hiscarved objects and figurines were in demand from friends, relatives and
neighbors. While coa carvings became populer in the 20¢ century souvenir trade, many pieces were
unsigned and itis unknownif LaRizzio sold hiswork or gaveit as gifts.
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Figure 3: Grotto under construction, Father Angelini and unknown priest, ¢.1942.
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Figure 4: Grotto under congtruction with LaRizzo and Father Angelini, ¢.1942.
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Figure 5. Besse, daughter of LaRizzo, c. 1950s

Figure 6. Granddaughter of LaRizzo, c. 1950s
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Figure 7: LaRizzo, c. 1940s
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The Gratto-Shrine, adjacent to Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church, built in 1941, was dedicated to the memory of the hero dead of tha nation and as a thanksgiv-
ing memento tor the safe return home of members of the parish and their fellow service men of the nation after World War Il on Octotier 15, 1946. It took many
hours of the spare time of a coal miner, Placido Guido LaRizzio, to alone build this unique memorial. Rocks, earth and other mementos from over 100 places
in the world, mal<e it a "miniature world" at which thousands of visitors have felt close to people of all nations as they came to New Columbus in the past years.
Requests for prayers have come from throughout the whole country. Many sick and distressed people were blessed with water that ffcjws from the rocks of the
Grotto-Shrine.

Figure 9: This early photo was used in alocal history, the vdb site of Dennis Creitz, Nesquehoning, PA:
http://nesquehoning.us/scrapbooksl.htm. At the time the photo w'ss taken. Madonna Hall was not
yet constructed, nor were there other buildings now located beyond Diaz Avenue. The young white
pinesvisible in this photo eventually formed a screen behind the grotto seen in some later photos.
Photo believed to dateto 1940s.
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Figure 10: May Queen, Connie Serignese, 1945
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This photo illustrates the dedication and unveiling of
the Our lady of Vlount Carmel Grono. The Grotto isa
replica ofthe Our Lady of Gourdes Shrine in France and
features many statues and adoring angels. Pictured was
the Rev.A..l. Angelini, pastor for Our Lady of Mount
Cannel parish, Guido Lari/zio. designer and builder of
the Shrine, and Rev. Francis Mellino, guest speaker a the
celebration.

Figure 11: Newspaper article about the dedication of the Grotto, c. 1940s
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4ANdiitd<<( iijici. uiiiii we nave con-
ducted him by our prayers into tiie
house of the Lord." ST. AMBROSE.

yweet Jesus have mercy on the soul of

\zzta
Sifb JJ)februarg 20, 1949
Agf 41 gears
(f) Heart of Jesus, ever
A- present in the Blessed Sacrament,

ever consumed with burnirje love for
the poor captive souls in Purgatory
hnye rnercy ott the soul of Thy servant'
nngr him Tar from the shadow of eKi”c
o the bright hoine of Heaven whpi-e
we trust. ou and Thy Ble.?sed'M other,'
nave woven for him a crown of -anend-
ing bliss. Amen,

Hgure 12 Prayer card, LaRizzio, 1949
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Figure 13 Father Angelini a& Grotto, ¢. 1950s
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Figure 14: Citizens New Columbus Italian Band, facing Grotto & Church c. 1950s Pictured in the
background is the Elementary school tom down in 1958.
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Figure 15 S. Theresa, Benediction & the Grotto with Father Angelini, little girls dressed in the likeness
of &t. Theresa, ¢. 1950s






NPS Fomn 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5-31-2012)

United States Department of the Interior

_ _ Grotto, Our Lady of*Lourdes Shrjne
National Park Service

Name of Property

. . . : Carbon County, PA
National Register of Historic Places c Y
ounty and State

Continuation Sheet NA

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)
Section number  Additional Information Page 18

Cw Clog Hj*wqy lo Grtet Statee Of Virgin

N-ANTP* M«>IMr<# Ifm ™ *s»

Figure 17: A hugecaravan is seen a the Litersection of R209 & R93, Nesquehoning, escorting the
daue of the Blessed Virginto the New Columbus Grotto, ¢. 1950s The cars formed a double lane on
Route 209.
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Figure 18: Grotto 1959, and Mary C. and Frances Arieta, 1960
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Figure 19 Feedt of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, July 16, old Rectory on right, c. 1960s
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This irotto-Bhrine dedicated on October 15th.

1943, neatlins at the foot of Broad Mountain, is

located in "New Columbus." Ncsquehonina, Pa.— POST PLAC
on U. S Routes 209 -29-45. It is a replica of the

famous Grotto of Lourdes, France, containinK STAV
rocks from over 200 places,—from every state of

the U. S. A., and from every continent of the HER
earth. It is a miniature world over which God's CARD

Immaculate .Mother benignly smiles and ahowers
blesainflrs. Visitors can 'carry home water, which
flows from the rocks; they are always welcomed-

Devotions for World Peace and Private Inten-
tions are held every Sunday at 6:30 p.m.

Built In A.D. 1941 by Placido Guido LaRizzio,
a hard coal miner.

uis77

Figure 20: A 1960 postcard featuring the Grotto. Note the vine that covers much of the structure. It isa
honeysuckle vine that was planted near on the Grotto in the 1950s and was removed in the nnid 1970s
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Confirmation, 1975

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Ricciardi & Son, 1980s

Figure 22: An assortment of family or group photos taken during special occasions or holidays
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Figure 23: Crowd gathersin front of the Grotto dxiring the S. Theresafestival/event c.|970s. Note thet
theMadonna Hall, built in 1949, isnow visible behind the Grotto.
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Figure 35: Crowd at Grotto, St. Theresa celebration, new Rectory to right, c.1980
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NASA Balks
At Giving
Moon Rock

A Nesquehoning prelate's bid
for a piece of mnon rock to add
t« a religions shrino at' his
chin ch has been turned down.

Msgr. A.J.Angelini, rector or
Our J,ady of Mount Carmol
CathoUc Church, askcd the Na-l
tional Aeronautics and Space |
Administration for a moon stone (
lo add lo the Shrine of Our Lady
of Lourdes at his church.

The ihrine has a sone from
each of the 30 date<;. The last
two, from Alaska and Hawaii.
wor « -eementad --in < |dae«*4<|st 1
April in con”nctton wii»*ttie
ISth annual Mass and dinner of
the Panther VaUey Daughters of
Maryi.

Msgr. Angelini said last night
the regjection came Jn a letter
fronii Ii. Dale Grubby NASA
sistant «dmin”tr«tor:for:l«fl[iel«-
tive af(airs.""~'v-; ;™.

"AJl of the «iirfac« ntaterriiil
returned from the moon' by the
astronauts Is eitherundet =~ eon-
trolled or continuing scientific
study. A limited number of sam-
PI% are on display in this.coun-
r and overséas locations
wher e the maximum number -of
people may see them

"I>tow and 'in the e foreseeable
future, there «pli«aTa.littl« pos
dbilityt that lunar_aaitiplesf Will
become items avail”le forc'per*
; manent disposition.”

The shrine was built in:104X by
Placido GuidoL ,aRizsio;' miner
afflicted with blacic lung dis
ease.

Msgr. Angelini made his” re
uest” through Rep. Danial 4-
lood, Wilkes-BarreDemocrat: s

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Figure 36 Moon rodk requeted by Mondgnar Angdini through Represantative Danid Flood; refusd

by NASA.
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Figure 37: Baptism of Beth Ann Molinari, 1978, &. Theresa gdatuein the back ground was relocated to
Monsignor AngeUni's memoriad monument.

Figure 38: Prayer Group, October 2008.
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Figure 39: Memoria Day, May 30, 2011, Honor Guard (top) on street with Grotto in background.

Figure 40: Memoria Day, May 30, 2011, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Pos 8008 (bottom) in front of
Grotto.
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Figure 42: Hundreds of candles are lit inthe church for specid intentions of the pilgrims, October 8,
2002.
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Figure 45: Original picture of Placido Guido LaRizzio that wes published in "Popular Science’
magazine
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Personal Notesand Reflectionsof the Grotto Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine
Respectfully Submitted by Member of the Parish

The Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine has always been a special place for our family. It was our
tradition tovisit theGrotto as afamily after Sunday Mass topray for any special intentions we may
have had atthat time. Church functions at Our Lady of Mount Carmel always centered on the Grotto
whether itwasa solemn event such as Corpus Christi or the Shower of Roses, or a social event such as
the "Baby Parade." Asachild growing up in New Columbus, theGrotto was a peaceful place where
we were welcomed by our pastor. Father Angelini to sitand listen to stories told by him or visiting
priests ortojust play games. |can remember bringing my younger sister there when shewas3 years
old. Itwasmy way of introducing her to this peaceful, happy place. Aslgrew older |visited the
Grotto when | wastroubled for any reason. |always came away with atremendous feeling of relief. |
firmly believe itisaplace of true holiness worthy of our protection. Frances J. Arieta

Snce 1945the Grotto has been anintegral part of the history, culture, and traditions of thecitizens of
the Carbon County area. When | need aspiritual, emotional, or even physical lift, the Grotto provides
me with comfort, tranquility, and strength. It'stheplace 1 visit when |want toreflect and beclose to
nature. Snce thedeath of my father, the Grotto has become even more meaningful tome because his
memory (like those of somany others who contributed) hves onLn not only therocks he sent from the
Holy Lands during WMWII, but also intheoccasions we celebrated there. Throughout my life, | have
witnessed many reUgious functions and have seen many religious pilgrims and brides who have
shown their devotion totheBlessed Mother. Sgnificant occasions in my Ufewere marked with a
picture infront of theGrotto: my reign as Rose Queen, my wedding, thebaptisms and confirmations
of my sonand daughter, theengagement of my daughter, and finaUy, her wedding. Perhaps someday
the tradition will continue with her children. Becoming ahistorical monument will preserve the Grotto
as aplace of worship and reflection andwiU aUow thenext generations to experience itsbeauty and
peace. Also, itshistory wiU teach future generations what strong devotion and hard work can
accompUsh. Theresa Molinari

Recently my girlfriend wasdiagnosed with breast cancer. TheGrotto became asource of hope and
faith for me. | went there (and till intend to) everyday topray totheBlessed Mother for her to come
through this with no cancer inher lymph nodes or anywhere else. FrankRiccette

he Grotto at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church in Nesguehoning, PAhasavery special place inmy life.
At the Shower of Roses celebration in 1982, my oldest daughter Carolyn wasselected to bein the Rose
Queen's court. Then in 1985 my youngest daughter Samantha wasasked tobe one of theUttie
princesses. Itwassuch anhonor for my family tobechosen toparticipate insuch a wonderful
tradition inown little town which hasmade headlines all over for 75 years. Barbara Rutch
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The Our Lady of Mount Carmel Grotto, located in the New Columbus section of Nesquehoning
Pennsylvania has always been a place of peace and honor. Growing up in New Columbus, the Grotto
stood as a monument that has been cherished and respected by the thousands that Uve tn the town
along with the many that have visited over the years. Asachild many of us gathered in the evening
and would talk for hoursat the Grotto with Monsignor Angelini.

My father,who isnow 78 yearsold, wUl teU stories of how the annual "Baby Parade" would be held on
the grounds every year. Thousands of people would have their carsblessed in front of the Grotto by
Monsignor Angelini. All denominations of the faithful stood m Une to have the blessing that was
instiUed upon them and their vehiclesin the front of the shrine.

I remember young brides and grooms having their wedding photos taken a the Grotto. Many of these
young couples did not even get married in the Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, but came
specifically to have photos taken due to its beauty and significance.

| also remember my family coming to visit from New Jersey on Simdays. After our traditional family
dinner we would aJ walk to the Grotto for prayer and reflection. Many family photoswere taken in
front of the Grotto.

This beautiful Grotto must be preserved for the generations to come so they can continue the traditions
that have been carried on since it has been buUt. The history and the wealth of the Grotto along with
the meaning that isholds to so many should be acknowledged. Mary T. Miller

The Grotto is a place of prayer and peaceand continuesto be an important part of my ItalUan heritage.
When | was ayoung girl | had the honor of crowning the statue of Our Lady of Lourdesa The Grotto
and placing a bouquet of flowersat her feet.

Every year during the month of May flowersand candles are placed & The Grotto in honor of Our
Lady.

When | went on atrip to Hawaii, Monsignor AngeUni gave me aletter to present to the Govemor of
Hawaii asking for a piece of lava rock to put a the Grotto.

The statue of Saint Christopher which stands below the Grotto isalso very dear to my heart. It was my
honor asachild to unveil the statue of Saint Christopher, the patron saint of travelers. Monsignor
Angelini, who never drove or owned acar,would have ablessing of the carsto keep travelers safe.
People would come from aU over the area for his blessing. Antonina Ricciardi



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5-31-2012)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine

Name of Property

i ' ' i Carbon County, PA”?
National Register of Historic Places arbon County,
County and State

Continuation Sheet NA
Name of multiple listing (if applicable)
Section number  Additional Information Page 40

My husband Tom was born and raised in New Columbus. The Grotto was a great part of the church.
When he was a youngster of about 10 or 12, the angels a the side of the Grotto were unveiled. He was
one of the young boys picked to help with the unveiling. He remembers his mother telling him it was
an honor to be selected even though he was sick a the time.

We have 4 sons and were parishioners of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church. When each son made
First Holy Communion and Confirmation the Grotto was the place to visit and have pictures taken to
remember the occasion. All of the boyswere altar servers until they graduated from high school.

It was about 1974 when the stepswereinstalled in front of the Grotto. Previously it was a sloped lawn.
Father Kean was an assistant priest assigned to help Monsignor Angelini. My husband Tom, his father
and Father Kean, along with other men from the parish buUt the stepsin front of the Grotto. These
steps gave easier accessto the Grotto to visit and pray.

The Grotto has been and continues to be an everyday part of the I[taUan American Community of New
Columbus. We see it everyday aswe drive or walk past it. It isa shrine to always remind us of the
many who served and has apart in our country's history. Thomasé& Felicia Pilla
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The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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ROBERT T. YURCHAK

Attorney a Law One East Catawissa Street
P.O. Box 127

September 2, 1011 Nesguehoning, Permsylvania 18240
Tdephone (570)669-6650
Fax:(570)669-6105

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA. 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA.

To whom it may concem.

Please be advised that | wishto offer my support to havethe Grotto of Our Lady of
Lourdes Shrine nominated as aNational Historic Site. The Grotto hes played acontinuing
important role inthe history of Nesguehoning.

The Grotto has, over time, become afocal point for many celebrations in Nesquehoning.
While it isan integrd part of the Italian American community of the New Columbus section of
Nesguehoning, it was built and dedicated to all our vaeteransof al wars past and present. At this
particular point inour history when so many of our soldiers are overseasfightingfor the ided
that is America, it would indeed be a satisfying tribute to both ourfighti ngmen and women
dong vdth areaffirmation of our heritage as a"Melting Pot" for al thosewho have come to our
country seeking thefreedomsoffered here.

The Borough of Nesquehoning would be greatly honored to have the Grotto desgnated as
aNational Historic Site and it would be a specid acknowledgment by our govemment of the fact
that Nesquehoning, as a small town of gpproximately 4,000 people, sent more men and women
per capitato fight inWorld War U than any other town inthe United States.

Thank you for your consderation in this regard.

\ 1LobatT. Yurc sqire

RTY/



September 6, 2011

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

As alifelong resdent, and a current Borough Councilman, of Nesquehoning, | am writing
to offer support to havethe Grotto nominated as aNationa Historic Site. The Grotto
continues to play an important role inthe history of the Borough of Nesguehoning.

The Grotto isan integra part of the Italian American community of the New Columbus
section of Nesguehoning. It has been the focal point of many cdebrations, festivasand
veteran programs. It was built and dedicated to our veterans of all wars, past and present.

It will be agreat honor to havethe Grotto desgnated as aNational Historic Site. And it
will be agreat tribute to a smdl town that sent more men and women per capita,
including my father and severa of my uncles, tofight in WWII than any other town in
the United States

Sincerdly,

David A. Hawk

185 Wes Diaz Avenue
Nesguehoning, PA 18240
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September 6, 2011

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwealth Keystone Building, 2** Floor

400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA  17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

While the separation of Church and State serves society well for political purposes,
in reality, for the average citizen, love of God and love of Country are 0

intertw ined, they really cannot be separated. A perfect example of this is the
Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes located in the town of Nesquehoning, PA.

During World War |1, this small, patriotic community sent more men and women
per capita off to battle, than any other town in the United States. A rallying point
for these soldiers was the Grotto where their faithwould be strengthened through a
blessing, enabling them to courageoudy go off to war with God's protection.

This Grotto has been, and continues to be, an integral part ofthe community and a
focal point of many celebrations, festivalsand veteran programs. It was constructed
and dedicated to our veterans of all wars, past and present.

| am writing to offer support to have this Grotto nominated as a National Historic
Site. Because of its cherished history, it would be a great honor to have it receive
this distinctionwhich it rightly deserves.

Sincerely,

John G. Hilferty
Director, Pastoral Care
Sacred Heart Hospital
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September 7, 2011

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedlth Keystone Building

2" Floor

400 North Strest

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

RE: The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA
To Whom It May Concem:

| am writing to offer support to have the Grotto nominated as aNationa Historic Site.

The Grotto has been an integra part of the Italian American community of New
Columbus since its congtruction during World War 11. 1t has been the focal point of many
cdebrations, festivals and veteran programs. It was built and dedicated to our veterans of all
wars, pedt and present.

It will be agreat honor to have the Grotto desgnated as a National Historic Site, and it

will be atribute to asmall town that sent more men and women per capitato fight in World War
[l than any other town inthe United States

Sincerdly,

John TT Y udichak
State Senator

JY/mm



JOSEPH G. GRECO, JR.
ATTORNEY ATLAW

AREA CODE 570
TELEPHONE 669-6635 571 EAST CENTER STREET

FAX 570-669-9884 NESQUEHONING, PENNSYLVANIA 18240

September 8, 2011

Pennsylvania Historical andMiseum Conmm ssion
Buresu for Historical Preservation
Commonweal t h Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Street

Harrisburg, Pa. 17120-0093

IN RE: The Grotto, OQur Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, Pa.

Dear Sir/ Madane:

| amwriting tooffer support tohave theGrotto nom nated as a
National Historic Site. The Grotto continues toplay animportant role i n the
History of thetown of Nesquehoning.

The Grotto i sanintegral part of theltalian American community of
New Col umbus, as well as t heBorough itself. I t has been thefocal point of many
celebrations, festivals andveteran programs. | renmenber, as a child, serving
as an altar boy for many masses there for t hecomunity andtheveterans both
living and deceased. One of Monsignor Angellini's last wishes was t ohavet he
Grotto beconme a National Historic Site. | twasbuilt anddedicated to our
veterans of al | wars past and present.

It will be a great honor tohave theGrotto designated as a National
Historic Site, andi twill be atribute toa small town that sent nore menand
wonen per capita tofight i nWorld War | | than any other town i nthe United

States.

V-ery~*ruly you

Joseph G Greco,i/Jr.
/



Craig A. Zurn
President & CEO

The Jim Thorpe National Bank

September 12, 2011

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwealth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA
Dear Sir/Madam:

| am writing to offer support to have the Grotto nominated as a National Historic Site. The
Grotto continues to play an important role in the history of the town of Nesquehoning.

The Grotto is an integral part ofthe Italian American community of New Columbus. It has been
the focal point of many celebrations, festivals and veteran programs. It was built and dedicated
to our veterans of all wars, past and present.

It will be a great honor to have the Grotto designated as a National Historic Site and it will be a
tribute to a small town that sent more men and women per capita to fight in WWII than any

other town in the United States.

Sincerely,

Craig A. Zurn
CEO/President

ab

12 Broadway. P.O. Box 209, .lim Thorpe, PA 18229
(570) 325-3631 Phone « (570)325-0103 Fax

E-Mail: czjtnb@ptd.net « Website: www.jtnb.com



Tran™J"rieta (pCumding, Seating arufTiieCOIC
2VU'est mdmv Lane
esquefumn?®, (Pa. 18240
(570) 669-9341

Sept. 20, 2011

Re: The Grotto at Qur Lady of M. Carnel
Nesquehoni ng, Pa.
Pa. IListorical & Museum Qanrrdssion
Bureau for Historic Preservation
Commonweal t h Key. stone Bui | di ng,
Second Fl oor
400 North St.
Harrisburg, Pa. 1.7129-0093

I't isny understanding that theGrotto referenced above i s being
considered for nomnation as a National Historic Site. The Grotto i n the
past played an inportant role as i trelated totheculture and history
of thetown. | tcontinues todo so today.

The CGrotto was and i s a central part of thecelebrations involving
the famlies not only of theltalian American comunity i n Nesquehoning
but of many families throughout themid-atlantic. The Grotto i s also
a monurent t oour veterans and our World War | | veterans i nparticular.

It isny firmbelief that theGrotto qualifies as a National Historic
Site.

[ Joseph F. Arieta



OEFICEOFTEIE
CARBON COUNTY COMMISS ONERS

William J. O'Gurek, Chairman y izZW AMTEAWOWREQ Annex
P.O. Box 129

Jim Thorpe, PA

18229-1238

Telephone: (570) 325-3611
FAX: (570) 325-3622
E-mail: cccommis@ptd.net

PA Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau of Historic Preservation
Commonwealth Keystone Building

400 North Street, Second Floor
Harrisburg PA  17120-0093

September 26, 2011
Re: The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesguehoning, PA

To whom it may concem:

1 am writing to offer support to have the Grotto nominated as aNational Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important role inthe history of the town of
Nesguehoning.

The Grotto isan integra part of the Itaian American community of New Columbus. It
has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivals and veterans programs. It wes
built and dedicated to our veteransof al wars, past and president.

It will be a great honor to havethe Grotto desgnated as aNational Historic Site, and it
will be atribute to a small town that we believe may have sant more men and women per
capita to fight in World War 11 then any other town in the United States

Sincerely,

William J. O'Gurek
Chairman
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Carol Lee
Historic Preservation Supervisor
The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation
Commonweskh Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

| am writing to express my support to have The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrinein
Nesquehoning, Pennsylvania nominated as aNationa Historical Site. The Grotto hes been a
significant and important part of this community serving as agathering place withinthe town of
Nesguehoning since its congtruction in 1941

The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine is an important part of the Italian-American community
of New Columbus, and infact, isan excdlent example of Italian-American architecture in North
America. The Grotto hes served as the focal point of many community celebrations over the
years, including festivals and programs for our military veterans.

The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine is truly a symboal of the rich history of Carbon County,
Pennsylvania. To list the Grotto as aNationa Historic Site would be afitting tribute to a small
town that sant more men and women per capita to fight in World War 1l then any other townin
the United States. | thank you most sincerely for your time and consderation of my request.

Very Truly Yours,

Lou Barletta
Member of Congress

FRNTED ON RECYAED PR



September 28, 2011

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Stregt

Harrisbtirg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Out Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| am writing to offer support to have the Grotto nominated as aNational Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important role inthe history of the town of
Nesguehoning.

The Grotto is anintegra part of the Italian American community of New Columbus. It
has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivals and veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veteransof al wars past and present.

It will be agreat honor to havethe Grotto desgnated as a National Historic Site, and it
will be atribute to asmall town that sent more men and women per capitatofightin
WWII than any other townin the United States

Sincerelv, /\

Chief Jim Nardozzi

New Columbus Fire Company



MICHAEL S. GREEK

Attorney at Law
42 East Patterson Street
P.O. Box 19
Lansford, Pennsylvania 18232
570-645-2200 fax 570-645-2202

September 29, 2011

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

RE: The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shringe, Nesquehoning, PA
Dear Sir/Madam:

| am writing to offer support to havethe Grotto nominated as aNational Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important role in the history of the town of Nesguehoning.

The Grotto isan integrd part of the Itaian American community of New Columbus. It
has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivals and veteran programs. 1t was built and
dedicated to our veteransof all wars pas and present.

It wall be agreat honor to havethe Grotto designated as aNationa Historic Site, and it
will be atribute to a small town that sant more men and women per capitato fight in WWH than
any other town in the United States.

Very sncerdly yours.

Michael S Greek

MSG/min



BOROUGH OF NESQUEHONING

114 WEST CATAWISSA STREET

NESQUEHONING PA 18240

WWW.hesquehoning.org Phone: 570-669-9588
nesgboro@ptd.net Fax: 570-669-9306

September 30, 2011

Peimsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwesdth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Stret

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

RE: The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA
To Whom It May Concem:

| am writmg to offer support to have the Grotto nominated as aNational Historic Site. The Grotto
continues to play an important role in the history of the Borough of Nesguehoning.

The Grotto is an integral part of the Italian American Community of New Columbus. It has been the
focal point of many celebrations, festivalsand veteran programs. It was built and dedicated to our
veterans of al wars past and present.

It would be agreat honor to have the Grotto designed as aNational Historic Site and it would bea
gredt tribute to asmall town, such as Nesquehoning, that sent more men and women per capitato fight
in WWn than any other town in the United States.

Very Truly Yours,

iSue Ahner
Secretary/Treasurer
Borough of Nesguehoning



September 2011

Peimsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwesdlth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Out Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| am writing to offer support to havethe Grotto nominated as a National Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important role in the history of the town of
Nesquehoning.

The Grotto isan integra part of the Itaian American community of New Columbus. It
has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivals and veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veteransof all wars past and present.

It will be agreat honor to havethe Grotto desgnated as a National ffistoric Site, and it
will be atribute to a small tovrathat sent more men and women per capitatofightin
WWn than any other town in the United States.

Sincerdly,



September 2011

PennsylvaniaHistorical and Museum Coinmission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Out Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| am writing to offer support to havethe Grotto nominated as aNational Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important role in the history of the town of
Nesquehoning.

The Grotto isan integra part of the Italian American community of New Columbus. It
has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivalsand veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veteransof all wars past and present.

It v*l be agreat honor to have the Grotto designated as aNationa Historic Site, and it

will be atribute to asmall town that sent more men and women per capitatofightin
WWII than any other town in the United States.

Sincerdly,

VIU pOrTwAi ft 0 o |



September 2011

PennsylvaniaHistorical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Stret

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Oul”ady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| am writing to offer support to havethe Grotto nominated as aNational Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important role in the history of the town of
Nesquehoning.

The Grotto isan integrd part of the Italian American community of New Columbus. It
has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivalsand veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veterans of al wars past and present.

It will be agreat honor to havethe Grotto designated as aNational Historic Site, and it
will be atribute to asmall town that sent more men and women per capitatofightin
WWII than any other town in the United States.

Sincerdly,



September 2011

Permsylvania Historical and Museum Coinmission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Out Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| am writing to offer support to havethe Grotto nominated as aNational Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important rolein the history of the town of
Nesquehoning.

The Grotto isan integra part of the Italian American community of New Colimibus. It
has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivals and veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veterans of all wars past and present.

It will be agreat honor to havethe Grotto desgnated as aNational Historic Site, and it
will be atribute to a small town that sent more men and women per capitatofightin
WWII than any other town in the United States

Sincerdly,



September 2011

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwealth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Out Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| amwriting to offer support to havethe Grotto nominated as aNational Historic Site.
The Grotto contmuesto play an unportant role in the history of the town of
Nesguehoning.

The Grotto isan integra part of the Italian American commimity of New Columbus. It

has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivals and veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veteransof al wars past and present.

It will be agreat honor to havethe Grotto designated as aNationa Historic Site, and it
will be atribute to a small town that sent more men and women per capitatofightin
WWn than any other town in the United States.

Sincerdly,

&N, WANs ) Af, AN femn
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September 2011

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedalth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Out Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| am writing to offer support to havethe Grotto nominated as aNational Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important role in the history of the town of
Nesguehoning.

The Grotto isan integra part of the Italian American community of New Columbus. It
has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivalsand veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veteransof all wars past and present.

It will be agreat honor to havethe Grotto desgnated as aNational Historic Site, and it
wall be atribute to a small town that sent more men and women per capitatofightin
WWII than any other town in the United States.

Sincerdy, . ,



September 2011

PennsylvaniaHistorical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedlth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Stregt

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Out Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| amwriting to offer support to havethe Grotto nominated as aNational Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important rolein the history of the town of
Nesguehoning.

The Grotto isan mtegrd part of the Italian American community of New Columbus. It
has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivalsand veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veterans of al wars past and present.

It will be agreat honor to havethe Grotto desgnated as aNationa Historic Site, and it
will be atribute to asmall town that sent more men and women per capita tofightin
WWII than any other town in the United States



September 2011

PennsylvaniaHistorical and Museum Coinmission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwealth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Strest

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Out Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| am writing to offer support to havethe Grotto nominated as aNationa Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important role inthe history of the town of
Nesguehoning.

The Grotto isan integrd part ofthe Itdian American community of New Coltmibus. It
has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivalsand veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veteransof all wars past and present.

It wal be a great honor to havethe Grotto desgnated as aNational Historic Site, and it
wadl be atribute to a smal town that sent more men and women per capitatofight m
WWII than any other town in the United States.

Sincerdly,



September 2011

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedth Keystone Building, Second Foor
400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Out Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| am writing to offer support to havethe Grotto nominated as aNational Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important role in the history of the town of
Nesquehoning.

The Grotto isan integrd part of the Itdian American community of New Columbus. It
has been the focal point of many ceebrations, festivalsand veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veteransof al wars past and present.

It will be agreat honor to havethe Grotto desgnated as aNationa Historic Site, and it
will be atribute to asmall town that sent more men and women per capitatofightin
WWII than any other tovmin the United States

Sincerely,



September 2011

PennsylvaniaHistorical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Out Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| am writing to offer support to havethe Grotto nominated as aNational Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important rolein the history of the town of
Nesquehoning.

The Grotto isan integra part of the Italian American community of New Columbus. It
has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivals and veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veteransof al wars past and present.

It will be agreat honor to have the Grotto desgnated as aNational Historic Site, and it
will be atribute to asmall town that sent more men and women per capitatofightin
WWII than any other town in the United States.

Sincerdly,



September 2011

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Stret

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Out Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| am writing to offer support to havethe Grotto nominated as aNational Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important role in the history of the towoi of
Nesquehoning.

The Grotto isan integra part of the Itadian American community of New Columbus. It
has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivalsand veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veterans of all wars past and present.

It vAU be a great honor to havethe Grotto designated as aNationa Historic Site, and it
wall be atribute to a small town that sent more men and women per capitatofightin
WWn than any other town in the United States.

Sincerdly,



September 2011

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Coimnission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Out Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| am writing to offer support to havethe Grotto nominated as aNational Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important roleinthe history of the town of
Nesguehoning.

The Grotto is an integral part of the Italian American commimity of New Columbus. It
has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivalsand veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veteransof al wars past and present.

It will be agreat honor to have the Grotto desgnated as aNational Historic Site, and it
wall be atribute to a small town that sent more men and women per capitatofightin
WWII than any other town in the United States.



Pennsylvama Historical and Museimi Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA  17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, Carbon Cotmty, PA

| amwriting to offer support to have the Grotto nominated as aNationa Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important rolein the history of the town of
Nesquehoning.

The Grotto isan integra part of the Italian American community of New Columbus. It
has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivalsand veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veterans of al wars past and present by alocal coa miner, folk
atist, Placidio Guido LaRizzio & the request of Monsignor A.J. Angelini.

It will be agreat honor to have the Grotto desgnated as aNationa Historic Site. It will
be atribute to a small town that sent more men and women per capitato fightin WWH
than any other town in the United States

Sincerdly,



September 2011

PennsylvaniaHistorical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 Nortii Sti-et

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Out Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| am writing to offer support to havethe Grotto nominated as aNational Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important role in the history of the town of
Nesguehoning.

The Grotto isan integrd part of the Itdian American community of New Columbus. It
has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivalsand veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veteransof all wars past and presant.

It vadl be agreat honor to have the Grotto designated as aNational Historic Site, and it
wadl be atribute to asmall tovsi that sent more men and women per capitatofightin
WWII than any other town inthe United States.

Sincerdly,.



September 2011

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Conimission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwesalth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Si-et

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Out Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| amwriting to offer support to havethe Grotto nominated as aNational Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important role in the history of the town of
Nesguehoning.

The Grotto isan integrd part of the Italian American community of New Columbus. It
has been the focal point of many cdebrations, festivals and veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veteransof all wars past and present.

It will be agreat honor to havethe Grotto desgnated as aNationa Historic Site, and it

will be atribute to a small tovm that sent more men and women per capitatofightin
WWII than any other tovm in the United States.

Smcerdy,

CystwL. -pn"*CICy PMifS-O



Aruceldi. 'Ka[esni®

TuneraCjiome

57 Wes Center St
Nesquehoning PA 18240
(570) 669-9898

September 2011

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Coinmission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 Nortii Si-est

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning PA

| amwriting to offer support to havethe Grotto nominated as aNationa Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important role inthe history of the tovm of
Nesquehoning.

The Grotto isan integra part of the Italian American community of New Columbus,
where | resde. It has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivalsand veteran
programs. It was built and dedicated to our veteransof al wars past and present.

As aveteran, this Grotto is conddered a sacred Ste to myself ad al the veteransin
Nesguehoning.

It will be agreat honor to havethe Grotto desgnated as aNationa Historic Site, and it
will be atribute to a small town that sent more men and women per capitatofightin
WWn than any other tovm in the United States

Sincerdly,

Bruce A. Naesnik
Funerd Director
War on Terrorism Veteran



September 2011

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwesdlth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Si-e

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Out Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| am writing to offer support to have the Grotto nominated as aNationa Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important role inthe history of the tovm of
Nesguehoning.

The Grotto is an uitegra part of the Italian American community of New Colxraibus. It
has been the focal pomt of many celebrations, festivals and veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veteransof all wars pagt and present.

It wal be agreat honor to havethe Grotto designated as aNational Historic Site, and it
will be atribute to a small tovm that sent more men and women per capitatofightin
WWII than any other town in the United States.

Sincerely,

Sulk StrVitt dinitt, Jn”.



September 2011

PennsylvaniaHistorica and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Stieet

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Out Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| am writing to offer support to have the Grotto nominated as aNational Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important role inthe history of the town of
Nesguehoning.

The Grotto isan integrd part of the Italian American community of New Columbus. It
has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivalsand veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veteransof all wars past and present.

It will be agreat honor to havethe Grotto designated as aNational Historic Site, and it
wadl be atribute to asmall town that sent more men and women per capitatofightin
WWII than any other town in the United States.

Sincerdly,



September 2011

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwealth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Stieet

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Out Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| am writing to offer support to havethe Grotto nominated as aNationa Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important role in the history of the tovm of
Nesguehoning.

The Grotto isan mtegrd part of the Italian American community of New Columbus. It
has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivalsand veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veteransof al wars past and present.

It will be agreat honor to havethe Grotto designated as aNationa Historic Site, and it
will be atribute to a small town that sent more men and women per capitatofightin
WWII than any other tovm in the United States.

Smcerdly,



September 2011

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Coinmission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedth Keystone Building, Second Foor
400 North Stieet

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Out Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| amwriting to offer support to have the Grotto nominated as aNational Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important role in the history of the tovm of
Nesquehoning.

The Grotto isan integra part of the Itdian American community of New Columbus. It
has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivalsand veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veteransof al wars past and present.

It will be agreat honor to havethe Grotto desgnated as aNational Historic Site, and it
will be atribute to a small town that sent more men and women per capitatofightin
WWII than any other tovm in the United States.

Sincerdly,



September 2011

PennsylvaniaHistorical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Stieet

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Out Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| am writing to offer support to have the Grotto nominated as aNational Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an unportant role in the history of the tovm of
Nesquehoning.

The Grotto isan integra part of the Italian American community of New Columbus. It
has been the focal point of many celebrations, festivalsand veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veteransof all wars pagt and present.

It wall be a great honor to havethe Grotto designated as aNationa Historic Site, and it
will be atribute to a small tovm that sent more men and women per capitatofightin
WWII than any other town in the United States.

Sincerdly,



Oddog 12011

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Committee
BureauforHistoric Preservation

Commonwealtli Keystone Building, Second Hoor
400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120

Re: The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, Pa.

| am writing to offer support to have the Grotto nominated as a National Historic
Site.

At the start of Worid War Il, my father, Cpl. William J. Henry, left to begin his
military service from the train station in Jim Thorpe, PA. On that day, he (a
protestant) was presented with a small bible from a priest he had never met.
That bible meant a great deal to him throughout his service and the rest of his
life. He spoke of the priest to my sister and | many times and showed us the
bible that meant so much to him. The bible is one of my most treasured
mementos of my father.

Now that 1 live in Nesquehoning and have leamed the story ofthe priest, Father
Angelini, and his grotto the significance means even more. Please consider the
designation of the Grotto to a national historic site. Father Angelini cared not the
religious preference of those men he sent off to war and his grotto is a testament
to his faith and love of man.

Snaady,

Linda Henry Adiletto
580 E. Catawissa St.
Nesquehoning, PA 18240



RECEIVED 2280
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Pennsyivania NAT. RIWSIR CF HETC FACES
Higorical & Musaum
Commisson

November 2, 2011

Carol Shull, Acting Keeper

Nationa Regigter of Historic Places
U.S. Department of Interior

Nationa Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
1201 T (Eye) Street, NW, Sh floor
Washington D.C. 20005

Re: NR nomination forms
Der Ms Shull:
The following nomination forms are being submitted for your review:

Bell Tdephone Company of Westem Pennsylvania, Allegheny County
D. S Keithjunior High schoal, Blair County

Our Lady of Lourdes Svine— the Grotto, Carbon County

Sharpless Homestead, Chester County

Green Hills Farm Hotel, Montgomery County

Park Towne Place, Philade phia County

The proposad action islistinginthe Nationa Regider.

If you have any questionsregarding the nominations please contact Carol Leeda 717-783-9918.

Sincerdy,

AndrealL. MacDonald, Chief
Division of Presarvation Services

Enclosured

Historic Preservation Services
Commonwealth Keystone Building

400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

www.phme. state.pa.us

The Commonwealth's Official Histoiy Agency



DOYLE HEFFLEY, MEMBER
122ND LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

PO BOX 202122
HARRISBURG, PA 17120-2122
PHONE: (717) 260-6139
FAX: (717) 772-8418

Dear Keeper of the Register;

Commonwedth of Pennsylvania
Harrisburg

November 14, 2011

Keeper of the Register
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

1201 Eye Street NW (2280)
Washington, DC 20005

LEHIGHTON BOROUGH ANNEX
110NORTH THIRD STREET
LEHIGHTON, PA 18235
PHONE: (610) 377-6363
FAX: (610)377-5675

RECEIVED 2280

NO/ 1 5 20

" S BHRRIES

The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine, New Columbus, Nesquehoning, PA, was recently approved by
Pennsylvania's Historic Preservation Board for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. The

nomination hasbeen forward to you for further review. The Pennsylvania Board endorsed The Grotto

for its significance under National Register Criterion A, for Ethnic Heritage, for its association with the

Italian American community of New Columbus and its role in continuing the cultural identity of the

community.

I would like to offer my support to have The Grotto officially listed in the National Register of Historic

Places and urge you to add this to the nation's official list of properties recognized for their importance

in history, architecture and culture. | believe that The Grotto meets all criteria required to be placed on

this distinguished list.

Sincerely,

Doyle Heffley, Member



LEESON, LEESON & LEESON

ATTOHNEYS AT LAW
70 EAST BHOAD STHEET, P. O. Box 1426
BETHLEHEM, PENNSYLVANIA 18010-1426
JOSEPH F.LEESON, JH .* JOSEPH F. LEESON

WILLIAM P, LEESON TELEPHONE (610) 691-3320 (1965-1991)

FAX (010) 691-8719

November 18,2011
VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS
Nationa Park Service
Nationa Regider of Historic Places
1201 Eye Strest, N.W. (2280)
Washington, D.C. 20005
ATTN: Paul Loether
Re  Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine
Our File: 19-22-11
Dear Mr. Loether:

| represent the Roman Catholic Diocese of Allentown (which includes the former Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Catholic Church and St. Francis of Assisi Church).

My client owns the Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine.

It isour underganding that my client's property was submitted to the National Park Service's
National Register of Historic Places, for possible nomination for placement on the National Regigter.

My client objectsto the placement of its property onthe National Register. Enclosed is a
notarized gatement certifying that the Diocese owns the Grotto, thet it isthe sole owner, and thet it
objects to the listing.

Please contact meif you have any questions.

Very truly'wjurs.

JOSEPH F. LEESON, JR
JFL,JR/dja

Enclosure

CC: Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
* Certified Civil Trial Advocate by National Board of Trial Advocacy
A Pennsylvania Supreme Court Accredited Agency



COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
) SS
COUNTY OF NORTHAMPTON

AFFIDAVIT
(NOTARIZED STATEMENT)

The underagned, being duly sworn according to law, does dgpose and date that the following
istrueand correct:

1 My nameisKelly C. Bruce, and my office addressis 1515 Martin Luther King Jr.
Drive, Allentown, Pennsylvania 18102-4500.

2. 1 am employed as the Director of Insurance and Red Edtate for the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Allentown (hereinafter "Diocese of Allentown").

3. The Diocese of Allentown includes the former Our Lady of Mount Carme Catholic
Church id &. Francis of Assisi Church.

4, The Diocese of Allentown isthe sole owner of the Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes
Shrine, located in Nesquehoning, Carbon County, Pennsylvania, which is located on the campus of
. Francis of Assisi Church

5. As the Director of Insurance and Real Edate, 1 am authorized to execute this
Affidavit, and | have persona knowledge of the factsgaed inthis Affidavit.

6. The Diocese of Allentown objectsto the listing of the Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes
Shrine on the Nationa Register of Historic Places.

SWORN to and subscribed
before me this 18" Mayof
November, 2011.

My Commission Expires: h /_\AriA_A'?A-
M IS0 S RS Y
famg, pe& sfmm, ASSOC«TIO»I OF mr/Sm



Commonwedlth of Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission

Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedth Keystone Building, 2" Floor

400 North Srest —N 9280
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093 , BECE»VEDAA__
www.phme. state.pa. us

November 29,2011 1 ITSTMSTFRF rtiStOWcK”

Carol Shull, Interim Keeper

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

United States Department of the Interior
1201 Eye Street NW, 8" Floor
Washington, DC 20005

Re: The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine; Carbon County, PA; Key# 155806

Dear Ms. Shull:

On November 2,2011, we submitted aNational Register nomination for the Grotto in Carbon
County for your review. We have since received aformal objection to listing by the property's
owner, the Roman Catholic Diocese of Allentown (copy enclosed).

Due to the owner's objection to listing, we request that your office instead review the Grottofor
a Determination of Ehgibility as specified in National Register of Historic Places regulations,
36 CFR 60.6(n). If you have any questionsregarding the property, the nomination, or our
request, please contact Carol Leea 717-783-9918 or calee@pa.gov. Thank you for your
consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

Cutler
eau Director

JC/ef



Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwedth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Stret

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: The Grotto, Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine, Nesquehoning, PA

| amwriting to offer support to havethe Grotto nominated as aNationa Historic Site.
The Grotto continues to play an important rolein the history of the town of
Nesguehoning.

The Grotto isan integra part of the Italian American community of New Columbus. It
has been the focal point of many ceebrations, festivalsand veteran programs. It was
built and dedicated to our veteransof all wars past and present.

It wal be a great honor to havethe Grotto desgnated as aNational Historic Site, and it
will be atribute to asmall town that sent more men and women per capitatofightm
WWn than any other town in the United States.

Sincerdly,



To whom it maqg concern:

This letter 1S written with encouragement and support of an application you have
received to nominate "The Grotto, our Lady ofthe Lourdes Shrine" to the national

renstnj.

OurLadcf ofthe Lourdes Grotto- located in Nescjuehoning Fa. in a hillside village called
New Columbus. This Grotto represents history, heritage and religon of the Italian-
American immi*ants who courageously strug”ed to move forward and build a new and

better life for themselves.

whenyou visit this Grotto, it is evident of the deep Catholic devotion of its founders. It
exudes Holiness; one can sense its divinity. You also experience aprofound sense of
Patriotism, and an enormous sense of community. It is here thatyou may witness many

forms of prayer andpetitions from local and visitingpil®ms.

This Grotto was constructed from a blend of stones and coral brout home from World
War Il soldiers form all/continents  and local stones from the mountains surrounding this
unicjue village. This modest amphitheatre shaped structure has emulated the Lourdes's
shrine in furance and has adomed itself with statues of Saint 3emadette, The E>lessed

Virgn Mary, our Fatron Saint- St. Therese and mancf angels.

Protruding from it structure isa World War Il helmet. It isthere inremembrance of our
soldiers both alive and fallen. Immi®ant mothers and fathers proudly sent these cjoung

boys off to war with a foundation based on faith and resilience.

The heart of this village is its Catholic Church andparish, OurLadg ofMt Carmel This

Notto  resides within its  pounds.

This church community played host to an annualpil®mage/feast celebration famously
known as "The Shower of Roses". Thousands of people flocked by the busloads to

worship and celebrate St Therese on the first Sunday in October eachyear. The steps



leading up to the Grotto were filled with devout Catholics from all over the wodd deep in

prayer knowing the deity of this shrine.

On apersonal note, lam an ancestor to those remarkable immigrants | have spoken
about in this letter. Ilove to listen to the stories of that time and know their struggjes
and how they persevered. It was a time of adversity and despair and they rose above a
lot ofobstacles withgreat hope. They used their faith, church and worship site to
remind them of what was important.

| have received many sacraments and baptized my children in that church, |have also
foundg-eat solitude in our Grotto. Please, Please, help uspreserve something so

wonderful.

We encourage and invite you and the wodd to visit, share, and experience our modest

yet extraordinary shrine in which weproudly say "INGOD WE: TRUST".

With warm regards,

Tonimarie Macaluso



The Grotto Our Lady of Lourdes Srine
15 Ead Garibaldi Avenue
Nesquehoning, PA, Carbon County
L eftersof Support

LouisBarletta, Congressofthe United Sates 11* Digrict PA

John T. Yudicak, Sate Senator, Pennsylvania

Tony Walck, Mayor of Nequehoning, PA

TheBorough of Nesquehoning

William J. O'Gurek, Chairman, Carbon County Commissone's
Henry M. Desraders Carbon County Veterans Affairs

Ms. A. J. AuRuchon, Vice Presdent Mauch Chunk Higorical Soaety
Vincent DeGioso, Mauch Chunk Higorical Sodety, Director

9. Chrigie McGorry DeGioso, Mauch Chunk Higtorical Sodety, Director
10. Sharon Markunas, Director Northumberland County Higorical Sodety
11. Segphen Hluska, Presdent Mauch Chunk Higorical Soaety

12. CraigA. Zurn, CEO/Presdent Jim Thor pe National Bank

13. Anthony Mar coni, Vice Presdent Italian M utual Benefidal Sodety
14. Mark Stromdo, Nesquehoning Borough Council, Presdent

O N o g b~ 0N P

15. Frank Jacobs, Nesquehoning Borough Council

16. David A. Hawk, Nesquehoning Borough Coundil

17. Rose Walck, Nesquehoning Borough Council

18. Michad T. Shiscak Jr., Nesquehoning Borough Council

19. Josph G. Greco Jr., Attomey a Law

20. Michad S Gregk, Attomey a Law

21. Rev. John G. Hilferty, Director Pagoral Care, Sacred Heart Hospital
22. Donald DeMarco, Pas Membea Nesquehoning Borough Council, Veteran
23. Robert T. Yurchak, Attomey at Law

24. Wilbur M. Cox, Veteran

25. Gina & Soott Samadeski, SNG Sarvice Center, Ownea's



26. Josph F. Arieta, Tme Value Hardware, Owner

27. Jogph Blasosky, Blazosky Funeral Home, Owner

28. BmceA. Nalemik, Nalemik Funeral Home War on Terrorian Veteran
29. Amanda Brener, Presdent Woman's Auxiliary VFW Post 8008
30. William Brener, Presdent VFW Pogt 8008

31 Tony MarieMacalus, Macalusos @ The Lantem, Owne

32. DennisCrétz, Cratz Sarvice Center, Owner

33. Mary Arieta, Frank Arieta Plumbing, Heating and Fud Oil, Owner
3. Michad Ceaimde, CaimdesCatering Sarvice, Owne

35. James Nardozzi, Presdent New Cdumbus Fire Company

36. Linda Henry Adiletto, Daughter of a WWII Veeran














