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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The James C. Lord House in Lewiston, designed by Jefferson L. Coburn and
built in 1885, is a dramatic example of eclectic architecture. The mansion's
windows and cornices are Italianate in detail, the half-story of the facade
tower is influenced by the second Gothic Revival, while the stable is of Queen
Anne style form.

The 2% story house is of brick with granite trim on a granite foundation.
The roofs are covered with slates (grey and red) and are of hipped and gabled form

on the house, hipped on the stable. There are three internal brick chimneys pre-
sent.

The facade, which faces westerly, is dominated by a central projecting tower
of 3% stories. This tower is square in plan and is capped by a pyramidal roof
with a slight bellcast profile. A gabled dormer with dentils protrudes - from each
of the four sides of this roof, and contains a 2/2 window with triangular top.
The three stories of the tower contain tall 1/1 windows with granite lintels and
sills which are paired in the third story, single in the lower two stories. The
main entrance lies on the ground floor of the tower, and consists of large double
doors.

To either side of the tower the facade rises 2% stories with a pair of 1/1
windows in each story. The half story contains a gabled dormer to each side of
the tower; each of these contains a pair of 1/1 windows. A screened porch of
frame construction covers the first story.

The northern and southern ends of the front of the house are 2 stories in
height. On the first story is a three-sided bay containing 1/1 windows. Above
this a pair of slightly projecting 1/1 windows is surmounted by a bracketed shelf
lintel. 1In the half story's gable end is a pair of 1/1 windows slightly recessed
within a brick arch with a granite keystone.

A large 2% story ell extends easterly from the rear of the house. This fea-
tures a dormer of each side of the half story (facing north and south); these dor-
mers are as on the facade. Fenestration consists of 1/1 windows 8rouped in pairs,
A.-gecondary ell continues eastward to an attached 2- story building originally de=
signed as servants' quarters. The secondary ell eontains an entrance on its north
side, while the servants' quarters has a south doorway.

The detached stable and carriage-house is a square brick building of 1) stor-
ies with a louvered cupola atop its hipped roof. Large gabled dormers protrude
on the north and south sides, and contain second-story doors above large barn doors.
Fenestration is simple, consisting of 2/2 windows with granite lintels and sills.
The northern carriage door is framed by a graceful brick arch.

All of the cornices of the house and stable are decorated with ornate paired
brackets at the corners.

The interior of the Lord House has lost most of its original furnishings, but
the ornate oak woodwork of Eastlake style suryives in an excellent state of preser-
vation. = o e Co -
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This substantial and interesting example of late 19th century eclectic
architecture, combining elements of the Italianate, Queen-Anmne and High Vic-
torian Gothic styles, is important as one of the few known works of architect
Jefferson Lake Coburn, in addition to the basic merit of its design. It fur-
ther stands as a classic example of a prosperous merchant's house of the per-
iod conveying as it does the feeling of dignity and security so important to

the rising Victorian middle class.

As early as 1872, James C. Lord had established a grocery and provision
business in Lewiston at the corner of Lisbon and Cedar Streets. From this
time until 1885 he resided at 491 Main Street, one lot from the corner of
Mountain Avenue.Lord had acquired both lots in 1850 and it was on the empty
corner that he built his new house (497 Main Street) in 1885.

From Lord the house passed to John N. Wood in 1890 and Wood's widow in
turn sold it in 1920 to Timothy F. Callahan, for many years prominent in Lew-

iston political circles.

Born in 1835, Jefferson L. Coburn, after an honorable military career
in the Civil War as a lieutenant in the lst Maine Cavalry, established himself
as an architect in the Lewiston—Auburn area. He became well known in central
Maine and executed commissions in Presque Isle and Vassalboro as well as in his

local area.
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