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TOWN NO.: SITE NO.:
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Inventory // 7

IDENTIFICATION

1. 3UILDING NAME: Common: ______

2. TOWN/CITY: _________Stamford

Unitarian - Universalist
Church Historic- Universalis "t Church

COUNTY: Fairfield

3. STREET & NUMBER (and/or location): 20 forest St

4 OWNER(S)- Unitarian - Universalist Society

5. USE; Present: Church Historic: Church

6. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: Exterior visible from public 

DESCRIPTION Victorian Gothic

no

7. STYLE OF BUILDING; (English Country Gothic) DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 18?0

8. APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: ^° ' x ? Q<_________.

9. AgrHlTECT fraapf Ivs^\eg^______, BUILDER . Unknown___________

nhnrngrnnher. Staven .Hirschi?_erg.......^ name; Ranee Kahn Associates______ date: Julv T"7 -^
date: Ju 1 v_ 12.ZZ".^§^i_Ji?."^ v ' ew; ' J ' ° organization: ...Stamford Community Development Program 
negative on fi I e: S £ a,g; q r, ̂ ^ ^ i.5.j;a 3T, t^l.. JL9.9.,,J; e ̂  ̂ H d r?< >: _.,____^_29 Atlantic Street _____ __

10. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 

See attached sheet.
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Item number: Dale: 3/23/79______

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

TOWN NO.: SITE NO,:

UTM: 18/_/——/—
QUAD:
DISTRICT: s NR: ACTUAL

POTENTIAL

OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES;

This attractive, small-scale Victorian Gothic church is built 
largely of fieldstone with light colored bricks keyed to the 
masonry at the pointed arched windows and doors. Its buttresses, 
quoins, and dentils are also made of light brick. Granite is 
used at the sills and at the watertable. The front door has 
Gothic panelling, and its main arch springs from its side col­ 
umns. The side windov/s are stencilled in imitation of stained 
glass, while genuine stained glass windows, representing St Peter 
and St. Paul, are located in the. choir loft. The brick trim en­ 
circling the fenestration and exterior walls aids in stabilizing- 
the structure. "TVe arck.Ve

SIGNIFICANCE:

This church has a handsome massing of tower and roof lines, with 
classical details precursing the Queen Anne style. The two inter­ 
ior stained glass windows are estimated to be 400 to ?00 years 
old, and were brought from Europe by Thomas Crane. Crane placed 
them in his church on Orchard St. in New York City, and later 
brought them to Stamford. . :. -, ,"  >  ..

ce.

prepared by:
Alan Burnham, FAIA
Renee Kahn
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20 Forest Street: Unitarian Universalist Church and Rectory: c. 1892
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Unitarian-Universalist . . -
1. BUILDING NAME: Common: Church Rectory____,. Historic: Universal!at. P

2. TOWN/CITY:_________Stamford______________; COUNTY: Fairfield

3. STREET & NUMBER (and/or location): 2.0 Forest St.

- 4.0VVN£R(S): Unitarian Universalist Society^

5. USE: Present:. Offices - Residence Historic: Single Family - Parsonage

6. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: Exterior visible from public road:J^yes_no 
DESCRIPTION Victorian Gothic with

7. STYLE OF Run niNr.: early Queen Anne elements DATE OF CONSTRUCTION:

8. APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: IQ'xlO'___________

9. ARCHITECT" ..... Unknown__________________( BUILDER . .Unknown

photographer: Steven. ..Hlrscbberg, /. 
date: July 19 77 -Mar. 1979view-: ijy/

name: Renee Kahn Associates date: Julv 77-.>far_ __
organization: ... Stamford . Commun icy Development Program 

negative on fi 1 e : S t am f o, r, d. R,t,,s .Cfll. 1 ?i ^ ,1 m ^ 9 c ̂  e fc ̂  H r A< g   429 ^ Atlantic^ S tr 'ee : t ______________

10. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
See attached sheet.
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TOWN NO.: SITE

UTM: 18 '
QUAD:
DISTRICT: s NR:

. . ,.

/-/——/———/—/--/———

ACTUAL 
POTENTIAL

CONTINUATION SHEET^ Unitarian Universalist Rectory, 20 Forest St. 
Item number: Date: 3/23/79 ____

OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES ;

This distinctive Victorian Gothic polychromed rectory has light- 
colored bricks accentuating the pointed arches of the door and 
windows, Wood panelling and board and batten enhance the project­ 
ing bays, as well as the oversized end gables. The overhanging 
peaks of the end gables are supported by modillion-like brackets, 
as is the cornice of the two-story bay on the south elevation. 
Colored glass transoms surmount the multi-paned upper sashes of 
the Queen Anne windows in the projecting central bay.

SIGNIFICANCE:

A fine example of a Victorian rectory of the 1880's, it displays 
the imaginative use of materials so popular in the residential 
construction of the period.  

prepared by:

Alan Burnham, F.A.I. 
Renee Kahn


