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MSSACH EETTS H STAR L GMMSS aN 7
294 \Washington Street, Boston, M\ 02108

Readi ng (#12)

ess 1/6 Sunme Avenue
oric Nare Dewev Place
Ori ginal dwelling
Present  dwelling

rship:r2Private individual
Private organization

Public

Original ome John Mansfield

CRIPTION:
location in relation to nearesr™
cross streets and other buildings Date c. 1853
or geographical features. . ]
Indicate north. Source Concerning the Past. Chronicle

Style Greek Revival/ltalianate
Architect
Exterior wall fabric Aluminum siding

Outbuildings None

Magor alterations (with dates) South
addition and west porch, east ell.
entrance shifted to west

Moved Date
Approx. acreage 1.479 acres

Recorded by Archil:pr Miral Pr«ogdT~naM-nn  Setting Faces west set back from

L . Associates _ _
Organization Reading Historical street; wide lots on each side

Conmiission
NQVeBIRQVISEDIBQ o
Date (0/AP AN INhZ(MO'itSfirnCh-7ZZ>

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARCHITECTURAL SGNIFICANCE  (describe important architectural features ad
evaluate in tams of other buildings within community)
The symbol of an "important” Italianate house for Reading residents seems to
have been the lantern (or cupola), here affixed to a three-bay, gable-end form.
Its corner pilasters were made popular in the Greek Revival era which preceeded
the Italianate. The wide frieze is another holdover from the earlier style.

The present porch entrance is of late 19th-century or early 20th-century
origin; perhaps the original entrance was on the south facade.

HSTORCAL SGNIHCANCE Cexplan the role owvnars played in local or state history
ad how the building relates to the devdopmett of the community)

John Mansfield, the partner of Robert "Father" Kemp, bought this land in 1853,
and sold nowv - 186 Summa Avenue to his partner. Both men built houses soon
afterward. Hieir company sold boots and shoes in Boston. Frank Palmer, who
sems to have owvnad it next, was a superintendent of the Merchants Exchange
in Boston. Francis 0. Dewey, who owned other property in the area and lived
here in 18*3, was one of the largest dealers in glass lantern globes in Nav
England; they were also sold abroad. His business was located in Boston,
and—Ilike his two upper-class predecessors in the house-commuted via the
Boston @& Maine Railroad. Dewey's son, Edgar, married Lizzie Kemp, daughter
of "Father" Kemp.

lhis area of Summa Avenue was hame to Reading's mog affluent businessmen.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES
184 mgp J. Mansfield (John)
1875 mgp F. 0. Devey (Francis Osmond)
1839 mgp F. 0. Dewney ) "
1865 census
Eaton, Genealogical History, p. 557
Wadlin, Concerning the Past. Chapter XCIII
20M-2/80



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Coraounity: Fora No

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASION Readinr”® C-159
Office of the Secretary, Boson

Property Name 173 Sur.r.er Ave.

Indicate each item on inventory fora which is being continiied below.

T TA T HOR EVALUATIOIN!

The Rev'ey Place is sirnificsjit (1) as a procuct of the 12th century
real estate boom on the V/est Side, snd as the home of a railroa.d
connuter; (2) for its connection with shoe manufacturer John I'ensfield
end his oartner Robert ("Father") Kemp, snd with e¢['lass rlobe dealer
Francis 0. Dev;ey; and (3) as a larirely intact example of Greek Revival-

Italianate architecture in Readin-. |t retains inte*rity of location,
desi.in, and settin,-, and meets Criteria A, B, and C of the Ilaticnal
Re.Tister.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoi



NPS Form 10-900-a

<M2)

United States Department off the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet

Item numtser

Name Reading Multiplp. Rpsnnrrp Arpa

State Middlesex County, MASSACHTTXTTS
Nomination/Type of Review
Entered In the
31. Damon, Joseph, House ) )
P National Hegister
32. Danon, Washington, House Entered i n tha
Nat i onal Regi ster
33. Dewey Place : .
National Hegister
34. Durgin House Entered in tha
i*nii, ed in the
35. Eaton-Prescott House ifatlonal Hegister
Enteied i n the
36. Elliott, Luther, House National Register
i.&>"tJ i nthe
37. Hall, Stephen, House National Register
38. Hartshorn, Timothy, House Entered I n th3
39. Hartwel|l House iiiiii-citu in the
National Hegister
40. Highland School Entered in the

Natlflpai flegistar

OMB No, 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84
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WASO Form - 177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Dewey Place (Reading MRA)
Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

* resubmission
im nomination by person or local governnfient
CH owner objection

Working No.. \lN / N JQB4

Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: -7-A-™N A
Action: >/ CCEPT

13. .RETURN.

.REJECT.
Federal Agency:

* appeal A
Substantive Review: O sample e request * appeal CU NR decision
Reviewer's comments:
Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes * no

7. Description

Condition Chak ore
excellent I | deteriorated ¢ unaltered

n good I Iruins altered

« fair . unexposed

Describe the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance

e summary paragraph "
e completeness

* clarity " .
» alterations/integrity )
* dates

| I boundary selection

Check one
« original site

« moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

e completeness

e clarity

« applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

e context

« relationship of integrity to significance
e justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
* Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet












Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290



