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1. Name of Property
historic name Mcintosh Corner Historic District
other names/site number

2. Location N, o
street & nunnber Central and Great Plain Avenue. i/inot for publication

city, town Needhan nlA vicinity

state MA code 025 county Norfolk code 021 zip code n;iQ7

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
fx~I private | I'building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
fx"! public-local Fx] district 15 10 buildings *
| Ipublic-State [ | Isite 1 0 sites
| Ipublic-Federal ' | Istructure 0 1 structures

| lobject n 0 1 objects

16 12 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register

*nosc aremnor buildings

. - shed/ gar ages
4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

[AJ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Date
Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Qirni .gg nn
State or Federal agency and bureau State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Nationai Park Service Certification

I, hereby, certify that this property is:

w1 entered in the National Register.
| 1 See continuation sheet.

0 determined eligible for the National
Register, n  See continuation sheet.

1 Idetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

| Iremoved from the National Register.
| lother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Mci ntosh Corner Historic Distrirt.

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Donestic - single famly
Corarerce/trade - specialty store
| udustry/ Processing - raanufacturing
Landscape - park

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

NfFOY™m ~ - MO N Y-

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Donestic - singlp. famly

Landscape - p,ak
Rel i gion rtA 1 oi niis ‘itr-urtijrp

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stone - granite, concrete

Early Republic - federal wdls Wood - weatherboard, shingles
Md 19th-centurv - Geek Revival Brick, syriLhetics - vinyl
Late Vicorian - Italianate roof  Asjhalt
Lata 19th & 20th-ceatury Revival - Col onial other

Revi val

Late 19th & 20th-century American - Bunj”ai ow
Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Mintosh Qrner HstoricDistrict isaneleven acre area located at the
intersection of Geat Plain and Central Avenues, in the mawestern section of
Needhamy  Massachusetts. Needhami s an inland suburban town, ten mles

sout hwest of Boston and [ocated within a loop of the Charles Rver. Athough
there are several Promnent el evations, the central and western parts of
Neechemare characterized by rolling pfal ns wth sone upland ponds and streans
that drain into the Charles” Rver. Needhami s bordered &/ thetows that are
connected via thetw transportation routes of Mintosh Corner. Geat Plain
Arenue connects Cedhamon the east, toVéllesley onthe west, and Central
Arenue inks Neton on the northeast wth Dover and Natick at the sout hwest.

The historic district islocated at the intersectionof the two nain |ines of
travel and conmuni cation that served Needhamduring the 19%th century. The
bui ldings of the district reflect wth integrity a sense of tine and place for
the tom of 3 They are representative of a period beginning in the
1790s and progressing tothe eve of Varld Var | .

The Mtintosh Gorner Hstoric District consists primarily of residential
bui | dings constructed from21794 to 1915, The buildings of the district line
the sides of the tw nain intersecting roads and Noyes Street, wichis
separated from@entral A/enuebb/as | parcel of land now know as Noyes
Park. Al of the contributing buildings retaintheir original functionas
resi dences, however, none retain other functions that were attributed to the
houses in the 1800s including stores, a post office, and local hone
manuf act uring knom as cottage industries. Qontributing buildings retain
Ithe|¥_|ntegr|ty of setting, design, materials, feeling, association, and
ocati on,

Mintosh Gorner Hstoric District was thelate 18thand early 19th-century
tom center due totheintersectionof two prinary transportation routes.” The
District consists of the readi IIy apparent renains of a 19th-century
residential conmunity that developed adjacent tothetom center. The core
for the original t\?v_m .center,vas |ocated one-quarter mle north on Central
Avenue and I s recaliWhy theremaining old burial ground and tvwo National
Register dwellings. It i1s Mintosh Gorner, anextension of that original
core, that retains the character of a cohesive 19th-century conmunity. The
District isalso representative of subseguent suburbanization followngthe
shift of the tom center tothe junction of the railroad |ines passing through
Needham one mile east of Mintosh Gorner.

[x] See continuation sheet
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The district is cohesive due to the similar building scale, massing and use of
materials. The predominant building form is the five-bay, pitched roof, two
and one-half story dwelling with Federal or Greek Revival detail. There are
three other contributing buildings that have a pitched roof and are one and
one-half stories with two, three, or four bays on the main facade. The
gable-end building form is found in three buildings that have two or three
bays, and two and one-half stories. All buildings are vernacular forms of
traditional building styles. Nearly all dwellings have rear or side ells or
sheds, an evolutionary statement of the traditional New England house.
Several barns and sheds were built within the period of significance. Most
are the traditional barn building form of a gable end structure. All
contributing builings are of wood construction.

There are twelve non-contributing listings, four of which are modern ranch or
colonial style houses, one a modemn church, one a modern garage, four of which
are early 20th-century sheds built after the end of the period of
significance, one an early 20th-century well house, and one an historical
marker placed in the 1960s to commemorate the location of the Mcintosh Tavern
around which the district was originally centered. Wih the exception of the
church, the non-contributing buildings are consistent in scale, style and
materials with the significant architecture of the district. The church,
which is located on the southwest corner of the district's intersection, is a
large brick structure in a modernistic style.

RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS .v ' ' h

The most common building form to survive in the district is the five-bay, two
and one-half story, pitched roof structure with interior chimneys and center
entrances. Variations occur only in architectural elaboration and the effect
of rear and side ells and additions. The six buildings that fit into this
description range in construction date from the earliest extant building in
the district, 1794, to 1854. Other buildings that exhibit a similar building
form with two, three, or four bays were built from 1849 to 1914.

The earliest extant building in the district is the Daniel Kingsbury Sr. House
(1794, Mep #9) situated on the northeast corner of Great Plain Avenue and
Noyes Street. Built on a granite foundation, the five-bay Federal house
retains its 9/6 sash with applied molding for window surrounds and some
transitional Greek Revival details in the side gable ends. They have wide
returns underlined by a templar full return. In 1902 the house was updated in
the Georgian Revival tradition and has three pedimented dormers on the
main/south facade, an open entrance portico with round tapered columns and
square pilasters, and built-in side benches.
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Also elaborated with Federal style details is the Nathan Mcintosh House (1829,
Mep #3) and the John Mills House (1834, Mep #13). Both are built on granite
block foundations and have the applied molding for window surrounds and sash
of six lights over six lights. The Greek Revival influence is seen in their
panelled entrance doors that are flanked by side-lights. The Nathan Mcintosh
House was considerably enlarged in 1917 when a rear ell and major addition to
accomodate a second family was added. These additions are visible from the
Great Plain Avenue facade and are in keeping with the size, scale and
materials of the 1829 dwelling.

There are three houses that employ this same traditional building form and
have Greek Revival elaborations in keeping with the later mid-1800s
construction dates. Two were built by the same owner, Ezra Fuller, and are
the Ezra Fuller Jr. House (1849, Mg #10) and the Caroline Cole House (1854,
Mep #1). Both have six over six sash and wide eave overhangs. The Caroline
Cole House has some Colonial Revival, early 20th-century updating as seen in
the full-length hipped roof porch and the small shed-roof dormer. The Ezra
Fuller Jr. House has bold templar gable ends, with a wide unadorned
entablature and a Greek Revival panelled door flanked by full side-lights, and
a projecting open portico supported by fluted round columns. The other basic
five-bay dwelling with Greek Revival detail is the Matthias Mills House (1834.
Mep #4). The panelled door is flanked by half side-lights, square pilasters
and a high-profile lintel with a dentil cornice. Ore slightly unusual feature
found in the two Mills houses, John Mills and Matthias Mills, is the half
round window in the gable peak. Rear ells of the Matthias Mills House are
clearly visible along Central Avenue.

Other pitched roof buildings with fewer than the traditional five bays and
only one and one-half stories were built from 1849 to 1914. The George E.
Eaton House (1849, Mg #2) has been altered with new siding, porch and rear
decks, however, the basic building form with four bays, and six over six sash
is retained on the main facade. Rimmele's Shop (1877, Mg #5), now a
residence, has been altered somewhat, but retains the pitched roof building
form with three bays and an added porico and dormer. It is simply designed in
the tradition of a utilitarian building appropriate for a shop. The simply
detailed Colonial Revival house at 66 Noyes Street (1914, Mgp #6) is a one and
one-half story, two bay dwelling built on a rubblestone foundation. Its only
additonal detail is its one-story projecting bay.

Of less frequency in the Mcintosh Corner Historic District are the gable-end,
side-hall entranced houses that were popular throughout New England as well as
other parts of Needham during the second half of the 19th century. Although a
traditional building form for the Greek Revival period and style of
construction, the three gable-end buildings in the Mcintosh Corner Historic
District are of Italianate or Colonial Revival style in massing, scale, and
detail.
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The most prominently situated gable-end is the Sarah Ritrenele House (1872, Mgp
#8), located on the southeast corner of Great Plain Avenue and Noyes Street
ancf is visible from most points in the district. Although the large dwelling
has been sided with vinyl, it retains its proportions, and its details,
including a one-story projecting bay on the Noyes Street side, and a hipped
roof porch with round columns and a simple balustrade on the gable-end. Great
Plain Avenue side.

Also in the gable-end form is the William Flag House (1852, Mgp #11) in the
Greek Revival/ltalianate style with its six over six sash, and half
side-lights flanking the side-hall entrance and the Thomas Leonard House
(1902, Mep #12), in the Colonial Revival Style with its wide returns,
one-story bay, and an entrance porch with turned posts.

Most of the contributing barns and sheds are in the gable-end building form
and were built by the early 1900s. The well-conserved Matthias Mills Barn
(1861, Mep #4A) is representative of traditional mid to late 19th-century
outbuildings. Ore bungaloid garage was built in 1914, according to the Tomn
Reports, and retains its paired barn-like doors, exposed rafters and raking
eave overhang. It is located on the same property as the Daniel Kingsbury
House.

LANCBONE FRATURE S TE

The one contributinglandscape feature inthe Mintosh Gorner Hstoric _
District i sNoyes Park, developed in 1913. The piece of land was set off in
1831 when Central Avenue was diverted toits present route to avoid a sharp

dp inthe road were it had crossed Geat Plain Avenue. In 1913, the Tom of
Nedhempurchased the snall .2 acre triangle and created a park.  The park and
the street were nened for a Or. Josi ah Noyes, Needhams first physician, wo
hed lived in the Boenezer Mintosh Hbuse, |ocated at the northern end of W&
Street were it rejoins Central Arenue. Athough innediately adjacent to the
northeast edge of the district, this property is not included in thedistrict
due to the nany non-contributing buildings recently built between this

Ml nt osh/ Noyes dwel |ing and the boundaries of the district. Its settinghas
been significant|y altered a though the Eoenezer Mintosh house i s stil
identifrable wth its five bay Federal facade facing south.

Mintosh Qorner Hstoric District retains its 19th-century arrangenent of
bui I dings, lining theintersecting streets. There has been sone infill,
accounting for the four non-contrrbuting dwel lings and the naj or addition of
an intrusive church building. The likelihood of prehistoric and historic
archaeol ogical sites ishi ?h due totheproximty towetlands and the reported
use of Geat Plain and Central Avenues as nativetrails during the Gntac
Period. Hstoric sites nay also be found at the site of the Mintosh Tavern,
hov{/\ever,t.there are mo registered sites wthinamle of this historic

i ntersection.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded in the district or in the
general area (within one mile), it is likely that sites are present. The
physical characteristics of the district, located on the periphery of wetlands
and Fuller Brook, both in close proximity to the Charles River, would have
made this an attractive area for native subsistence and settlement

activities. Given the size of the district (11.1 miles), limited historic
development in most of the district, and the fact that Central Avenue and
Great Plain Avenue are reported to have been major native Contact Period
trails, a moderate potential exists that prehistoric sites are present.

A high potential exists for significant historical archaelolgical remains in
the district. During the Colonial and Federal Periods, the intersection of
Central Avenue and Great Plain Avenue was the principal intersection of the
early town center in the area, with the town's first meetinghouse (moved in
1879) located a few hundred yards north of the intersection. Archaeological
survey and testing may help to identify other buildings that existed at the
corner, including the Mcintosh Tavern, built on the northwest corner of the
intersection in 1810 and burned in 1844. Structural remains in early homes in
the area may also exist. Archaeological research can also assist in
determining whether or not outbuildings and occupational-related features
(trash pits, privies, wells) survive in association with buildings still
extant in the district. Most homes in the district date to the first half of
the 19th-century, though some late 18th-century examples also exist.



Ml ncosh Corner Historic District. Needham Massachusptr.g
8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| I nationally e statewide N locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [X]A dIB [x]C . o " .
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) | |[A | IB | Ic | |[D | |[E [-\Mf | 1G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture | 794-1

Communi ty Pl anning & Devel op. Ti ent

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Mcintosh Corner Historic District is a good example of an early town
center of activity for Needham. It is illustrative of a 19th-century
community that developed around transportation routes that were important to
Needham and other towns. It retains its architectural integrity with the
preservation of several 19th-century dwellings that also served as commercial
and industrial sites during the early and mid 19th-century. The period of
significance for the district begins in 1794, when the Daniel Kingsbury House
(Map #9) was constructed, to 1915, when residential construction all but
subsided due in part to the United States involvement in World War |. The
district represents a 19th-century town center that served as a transportation
center with stagecoach stops, and as a center for small cottage industries
prior to the industrialization of other parts of Needham. The location of mid
19th-century transportation and waterpower resources led to the end of
development until the eventual early 20th-century residential

suburbanization. All of the contributing buildings are residential or related
buildings, with the exception of the Presbyterian Church. They line the two
intersecting streets and are architecturally cohesive.

There are twenty-five buildings, one structure, one object, and one site of
which fifteen buildings and the one site contribute to the significance of the
district. These properties retain integrity of location, design, setting,
association, materials, and workmanship. Thus, the Mcintosh Corner Historic
District meets Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places
and is significant at the local level.

Colonial settlement of Neednam started as early as 1636 when the General Court
of the Province granted to thiry families two hundred square miles of
wilderness. Present day Needham lay in the northeast corner of the large land
grant, in the curve of the Charles River and directly across that river from
the site of the parent town of Dedham. Parts of Needham were granted to
English immigrant families from 1643 on.

lit.; d"Jii. i I'M:. VA B j ey.Jdi>d M a )

See continuation sheet
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9. Major Bibliographical References

(See Continuation Sheet)

| x| See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

| I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested Kx| State historic preservation office
I previously listed in the National Register | | Other State agency

I
| I previously determined eligible by the National Register | | Federal agency o
n designated a National Historic Landmark | ILocal government
| lrecorded by Historic American Buildings | | University

Survey # other LN TN e o e
recorded by Historic American Engineering o Specify repodtory:
Record # SHPO, Needham Public Library
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 11.1
UTM References
ALIJ 11 11 J L B L~ I T T O I | [ I I
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
Ll 11 AJfip DLty 1L

A 3 See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
See Assessor's Map (attached)

Jevi-Co eig NeMult UMI? - . .. NE WY, ?
,Mr*rc'.’ \K, [Z2S'M | | See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The district boundaries follov/ | ot |ines of properties along intersecting streets,
Central and Great Plain Avenues, thecreate historically andarchitecturally
significant intersection. These xnclude properties that contribute the significance
and devel opnent pattern of early town transportation.

‘e::')  -rvAh! Vet -fl - i.i hT-'ifth I;nr- fxl See continuation sheet ..o '3ft] \\\

11. Form Prepared By
nameltitte Gretchen G. Schuler / Betsy Friedbur)”. National Register Director. MHC

organization M assachusetts Historical Commission date May. 1988
street & number 80 Boylston Street .telephone ftI7 727-8470
city or town Boston . State MA zipcode 02116

or 126 O d Connecticui: Path, Wayland, M\ 01778 617 358-7980



AfipmilNa.  101*001$

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
Mci ntosh Corner,
Needham Massachusetts

Section nunber _J. Page |

The traditional beginning of settlement occurred in 1680 wen the Tom of
Becham pur chased 20 square mles within the loop of the Charles Rver fromthe
Fonk Indians. By 1710 there were forty househol ders wo Pet!tloned the
General Court to incorporate as a separate town dueto the isolation caused by
the Charles Rver andthe renoteness of this land from the educational and
religious center in Dedham Their petition was granted and the Tom of
was incorporated i n 1711, e area vas still extrenely large and in
1798 a second parish was established i n what was known as Vést Needhan:
was not until 1881 that the area of this second parish becane the town of
V¢l | esley. Population for Neednami s difficult to evaluate because all
figures to 1885incl ude the popul ation of what i s nowthe Tow of Veéllesl ey.
However, the Popul ation patterns have been consistent w th surroundi ng t owns.
There was a steady increase during the 18th century to approxi nately 1,000
residents by the beginning of the 19th century (including \®llesley), and a
continued increase with a substantial bulge inthe md- 1 duein part to
Irish inmgration and the advent of the railroad connecting Needhamto |arger
centers. popul ation groath continued throughout the late 19th century,
al though the rawnuners I'ndicate a substantial drop i n popul ation, whic
reflects the 1831 separation of Véllesley.

Neecham |ike every community in colonial Nw England, began with an
aPchItural econony, sone grazing, and winter |unbering.  MIls cropped up
along the Charles Rver asearly as 1688, however, there were no wel [ known
saw or grist mlls that survived the 18th century. Mich of the mll activity,
i ncl udi n? paper mlls onthe Rver, was [ocated at Charles Rver Village.

Mbst of the mlling areas are in present day Newon or \llesley. The

manuf acturing of underwear, which was to becone the naj or industry of Needham
began prior to the 1830s and was greatly expanded i nthe 1850s. J. B ess's
busi ness was |ocated at NeedhamH ghlands.  Gher md 19th-century i ndustry
included the production of hats, shoes, andsilk, nuch of which was done in
shops connected to the artisan's house. @ ue was nanufactured i n Needhamal so
and one busi ness was conducted within the Mintosh Qorner Hstoric District on
the property of the Matthias MIIs Hiise (1834, #4). The glueindustry
had all but ended i n Needhamby the 1870s due to the corrPet!tlon of large
manufactories. Qher cottage industries dwndled by that tine as well, also
due to the industrialization of all types of production. The one industry
that grewin Needhamwas the production of hosiery and underwear. Carter's
vas established i n the 1880s at NeedhamH ghl ands ~ and becane one of the best
knom firms for the production of children’s underwear in the nation.

The first rreetin% house i n Needhamwas est abl i shed at the base of North Hill
al on?.the Geat Plain. This was 1712, the year after incorporation and the
| ocation was at the junction of Central Asenue and Nehoi den Street,

appr oxi nat el _Heone-quarter mle north of the Mintosh Qorner Hstoric
District. burying ground (still extant) was near this neetinghouse
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| ocation on Nehoiden Street. T other neetinghouses (no |onger extant) were
built at this location until the shift to Geat Plain Village which occurred
after the construction of the railroad through Neechamin 1853, The only
remmants of this early tom core include tvwo National Register residential
bui I dings (the Davis MIls Huse and the Towsend House) and the burying
round whi ch continues to be used as the tom cenetery. The f|rstdproposed
ocation of the railroad was parellel wth Central Asenue and woul d have
passed through Mintosh Gorner. However, there was opposition ad

unw | 1ingness on the part of one landowner to sell hisland for the purpose of
a railroad; thus, the route vas renegotiated to pass through Neechamm a
nort h-sout h aX|s.aPproxmater oe mle east of Central Avenue. This ves a
naj or turning point for transportation, hence the conmercia activity of the
CGentral Avenue part of .

Mintosh Grner isan extension of the tom core that devel oped one-quarter
mle north on Central Avenue at Nehoiden Street. It was a natural extension
that occurred due to the feature of the intersection of tw inportant
transportation routes connecting Needheamwth all bordering tows. The
initial devel opnent of Mintosh Qorner inthe late 1/00s wen Daniel
Kingsbury built his house on a parcel of l'and that had been omed by his great
grandfather. Deacon Ti nmth%/ Kingsbury, wo served at the neetinghouse | ocated
north on Central Avenue. 1n 18I0, My or Boenezer built the Mintosh Tavern,
vhi ch becane the center of activity for the next thirty years. De to its
|ocation at the busiest intersection inthe East Precinct of old Needham the
Tavern vas a staecoach st olo for tw lines includingthe BostonDover stage ad
the stage that net the railroad in Vést Neechamafter 184 (prior tothe
introduction of the railroad through what has becone NedhemVillage). Uil
the md-1800s there were only a few crossings over the Charles, thus Central
Arenue served as a connector to Boston for axd Dover, while Geat
Plain Arenue vas the only route of travel fromthe western nast points of
Nedham (nodern VI | esl ey) ad parts of Natick, to Cedhemand Boston.

Tre Mintosh famly after vimmmthe corner is aptly nenad contributed to the
continued devel opnent of this najor intersection.” In 1822, Myor Hoenezer

Mi ntosh, wo hed built the Tavern, also built his house, which isextant ad
is located just north of the district's boundaries. Athouth it isin close
Proxmnty to the district, itisnot included dee to the recent subdivision of
and surround ng?w]t and the construction of nary non-contributing structures.
In 1829 Nathan Mintosh, son of Eoenezer, built his house (Mp #3) on the
opposite corner of Central fromthe Tavern.

In 1834, the MIls brothers built tw houses ad conducted a gl ue nanuf actory
in a shop (no | onger extant% behind the Mitthias MI1s HJusesz #4). John
MIls burlt his house (Mp #13) on Geat Plain Arenue northwest of hi's
brother's. Itisinteresting to note that the tw houses built in the sane
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ear, have slightly different features, oe being nore Federal and the other

aving Geek Revival detail. Howmever, both houses have one unique feature to
the district, a half-round wndowin each gable peak. Inall [likelihood, the
bui | der vas the same for the tw houses. M1ls nanufactured gl ue at

Mi ntosh Qorner until the 1870s wen nost snal| cottage industries ended due

to noderni zati on of production techniques and industrial devel opnent.

The late 1840s vas a tine for continued devel opnent of the Mintosh Qorner
area. The Tavern was sold to Ezra Fuller in 1342 and burned in 1844.  Ful ler
built a snall buildi n? on the cellar hole of the Tavern and naintained a store
there while building the Ezra Fuller Huse (Mp #10). H continued to run the
general store on the site of the Mintosh Tavern. store, wich had becone
the ell of Fuller's 189 house, vas naved south on Central Avenue .
(aplproxmately one-quarter mle) in 1809 axd becane the hawe of Ezra Fisher
MITs after considerabler alteration. In 1849, the George Eaton House (r\(%
#2)rwas built on Central Avenue, adjacent to the Nathan Mintosh House. on
EuTlt on the foundation of an 18th-century house ad blacksmth shop ad

nai ntained a general store and post office at this |ocation.

The devel opnent of the railroadin 1853 oe mle east of Central Avenue ad
the subsequent construction of other roads |eading to NeechamVil | age, ad
other bridges across the Charles Rver drained traffic any fromMintosh
Qxner as a center for coomercial and civic activity. A rnew tom center

devel oped around the NeechemVillage depot axd hby the 1870s there vere
churches, school's, ad the neetinghouse fromCentral Asenue ves naved to the
new center. Thus, subsequent devel opnent of Mintosh Corner ves residential
suburbani zation. A dress shonsas built behind the 1872 Sarah Rnmel e House
(Mp #3) in 1879, However, this vas a cottage industry that did not depend on
transportation and water power for its success.

A the turn of the century there was n@j or devel opnent and subdi vi sion
throughout Needham  Several civic buildings including a rew |ibrary ad tom
hall were built at NeednemVillage, an area already well established due to
the railroad. Residential subdivision occurred inad around the Village ad
in other parts of Needhamas wel |, including Nclntosh Corner. .

Leonar d (Mp #12) isan exanple of this. Aso in 1913 the triangle of
land created by the rerouting of Central Avenue in 1831, was purchased by
tom ad a snall ﬁarkwas | anned and devel oped. Wthin the sane year the
property behind the Sarah R nmel e House vas subdivided, the dress ‘shop cl osed
ad was converted to a residence ad 66 Noyes Street (Mp #6) vas built.

There vas o further devel opnent of the Mintosh Qorner area wth the
exception of garages ad sheds for existing houses until after 1950 when

addi tional subdivision led to the construction of several neodern houses o
lots between the early contributing properties.The nost distinctive quality of
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Mintosh Qorner i sthe arrangenent of several 19th-century buildings |ining

the intersecting streets. t hough construction dates range over I00 years,
there i scontinuity and cohesiveness established i nthe burlding forns used to
devel op this continuumof residential devel opnent. The NeedhamHi storical
Gmmassion has i dentifiedthese |ocal resources by neans of a conprehensive
survey and has previ ousl Ees.uccessf ulw reconmeded ot her nearby properties for
listing onthe National Register of Hstoric Places.
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Snce patterns of prehistoric occupation in Needhamare poorly docunented, any
surviving sites would be significant. Prehistoric sites inthis area offer

the potential for further understanding of prehistoric settlenents and .
subsi st ence aJon? the Charles Rver drainage in general and the relationships
between these sites and those along thelower Charles drainage, particularly
those along the Charles R ver estuary.

Hstoric archaeol ogi cal renains described above have the potential for _
providing detailed information on the changing social, cultural, and econonmc
patterns that characterized an early sett|lenent and tom center prior to the
Introduction of the railroad. Potential al soexists for further docunenting
the Mintosh Tavern, and the inportance of taverns along rural highways, prior
to achangetorail transportation.
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1 Alas of Towms of Needham Dover, Vestwood, MI1is & Medfiel d, Norfol k
@., M\ Gorge Wl ker, Boston, M\ 1909.

2. Garke Georgg K, Hstory of Needham Massachusetts, 1711-1911,
CGantor | dge, i versity Press 1912.

3. Jones, Frederic A, Od Huses i n Needham Mssachusetts, privately
printed (Reprinted Hanpshire Press, 1979).

4. Lockridge, Kenneth A ANw Egland Towx The First Hindred Years,
Decham  Massachusetts, 1637736, Nw York, WV Norton & ®. Inc., 19/0.

5. Records of Registry of Deeds, Norfolk Gounty, Bedham M
6. Reports of the Tom of Neednam 1870-1920, NeechamPublic Library,
Neecham M

7. Mssachusetts Hstorical Gonmssion, Qonprehensive Qurvey of Neednam

8. Mssachusetts Hstorical CGonmnssion, Reconnai ssance Qurvey Report,
n My January, 1980.
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Zone Easting Nor t hi ng

A 19 314060 4683330
B 19 314150 4683250
C 19 314070 4683170
D 19 314050 4683200
E 19 314050 4683260
F. 19 314020 4683280
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Boundary Justification u'

The structures included i nthedistrict boundaries area concentration of
historically significant buildings. Beyond this concentration, theareai s
dom nated by new construction.
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District Data Sheet

NP # MG NA\E ATTRESS Dat e Style TYPE STATUS
1 B 79 Caroline (ol e Huse 1069 Central Avenue 1854 Geek Revival B C
| A shed 1069 Central Avenue ca. 1920 vernacul ar 8 NC
IB shed 1069 Central Avenue ca. 1920 vernacul ar B NC

B14  George E Eaton House 1086 Central Avenue 1849  Geek Revival

(al tered)
B18  Nathan MintoshHuse 1092 Central Avenue 1829  Federal r
1109 Central Avenue 1955 Colonial Revival B NC

B 1115 Central Avenue 1955 Ranch Style B NC
B tool shed 1115 Central Avenue 1950s t NC
4 B 20 Matthias Mills House 1129 Central Avenue '- 1834 Greek Revival B C
A barn 1129 Central Avenue 1861  vernacular B C

B8  Rimmele's Shop 62 Noyes Street A 1877 '(E,aelrir?gfjlear)

Colonial Revival B
66 Noyes Street 1914 (vernacular)

7 BI13  MNoyes Park Qeat Plain &Central 1913 Si C
B8  Sarah Rnmel e Huse 1426 Qeat Plain Avenue 1872 Italianate If C
B 15 Dani el Ki ngsbury 1427 G eat Plain Avenue ' 1794  Federal/Greek B C

Sr. House Revival
9A gar age 1427 Great Plain Avenue 1914  Bungaloid W .
9B wel | 1427 QGeat Plain Avenue ca. 1940 St NG



NP # MG NMNE

10 B3 Ezra Ful | er House
m - H storical marker
Presbyterian Church
B8  Wlliam Hag Huse
UA - shed/ gar age
E
12 Thonas Leonard House
12A bar n
13 B2 John MIls Huse
13A - shed
B =Buildi n?
O = (yj ect/Nonunent / Mr ker
S =Site
St = Structure
Contri buti ng
Building B
Objects 0
Site 1
Structure 0
Total

Non-contri buti ng

10
1

?

12

ME NICEHCIPNERH SIARCO STR CT
District Data Sheet (cont'd)
ATHESS Dot e
1453 Geat Plain Arenue 1949
1453 Geat Plain Avenue 1960s
1458 Geat Plain Arenue 1959
1461 Geat Plain Avenue 1971
1472 Geat Plain Arenue 1852
1472 Geat Plain Avenue ca. 1950
1473 Geat Plain Avenue 1955
1476 Geat Plain Avenue 1902
1476 Geat Plain Arenue 1903
1479 QG eat Plain Arenue 1834
1479 Geat Plain Arenue ca. 1930

Style

Geek Revival

Mbder ne

Ranch Style

[talianate
ver nacul ar

Ranch Style

Col oni al
ver nacul ar

Feder al
ver nacul ar

Revi val

page 2 of ?.

;

CU T W WW W W OwW

STAILS

—h

80 00 & 30 & & &0



NNNN \ !
y

on'

ANLES\VRIVER

<M1

Hi*h Ro!

or



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER GF HI STORI C PLACES . oo !
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Mci ntosh Corner Historic District
NAME

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GONTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, Norfolk
DATE RECEI VED. 12/ 08/ 88 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST:  12/2 0/88
DATE CGF 16TH DAY 1/ 05/ 89 DATE G- 45TH DAY: 1/ 22/ 89
DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 88003127
NCM NATCR STATE
REASONS FCR REVI EW
APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HER N PDIL: N PER OO N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED, N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N
GOMMENT VA VER N

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT //J /ol DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS

RECOM / CR TER A
REVI EWER

DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached conmments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N

ar



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type

STATH FEDERAL AAENCY CERTI FI CATI ONA/

FUNCTI ON
historic current

DESCR PTI ON
architectural classification
Amaterials

descriptive text

Sl GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—<heck andjustify bel ow
Specific dates Bui l der/Architect

Statement of Significance (1 none paragraph)

sumary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource

cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
0

justification of exception

ot heff e>» * ..
Bl BLI O3RAPHY
GECRAPH CAL DATA

acreage Averbal boundary description

U\s boundary justification
ACCOMPANY! NG DOOUMENTATI QY PRESENTATI ON

sketch maps NEBD naps phot ographs presentation

OHER GOMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomnation may bedirectedt o

Phone

Si gned Dat e































































NEEDHAM HIS{URiCAL COMMISSION
ROOM 20, TOWN HALL
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Noventoer 28, 1988

Carol Shull CEC 31988
National Register of Historic Places NATIONAL
Department of the Interior REGISTER
National Park Service newi-iwi

P.O. Box 37127
Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed you will find the nomnation forns for the fol | ow ng properties:
Neecham M ntosh Gorner Hstoric District
Attleboro, Northbound and Southbound Train Sations
Egrenont, North Egrenont H storic District
They have been voted eligible by the Sate ReviewBoard and have been si gned
tay the Sate Hstoric Preservation Cificer. Qwers were notified of pending
ate Review Board consi deration 30-75 days before the neeting aidwere
afforded the opportunity to conment. N conments have been received to date.

\D;H}[/‘Oulg like torequest expedited review for the Mintosh Qorner Hstoric
strict.

S ncerely,

Betsy Friedberg  ~
National Register Drector
Massachusett's H storical Gonmassi on

Encl osure:
BH di

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



