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1. Name of Property 
historic name Mcintosh Corner Historic D i s t r i c t 
other names/site number 

2. Location 
street & nunnber Central and Great Plain Avenue. i / i n o t for publication 

n l ^ vicinity city, town Needhan 
state MA code 025 county N o r f o l k code 021 zip code n ; iQ7 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
fx~l private 
fx"! public-local 
I I public-State [ ' 
I I public-Federal ' ' 

Category of Property 
I I building(s) 
Fx] district 
I I site 
I I structure 
I I object ^ 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

15 10 buildings * 
1 0 sites 
0 1 structures 
0 1 objects 

16 12 Total 
Name of related multiple property listing: 

N/A 
Number of contributing resources previously 

*mosc are minor buildings 
listed in the National Register 
- shed/garages 

0 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
[AJ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official 
Executive Director, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Coirnni .g.gi nn 

Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau State Historic Preservation Officer 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. Nationai Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

w 1 entered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet. 

0 determined eligible for the National 
Register, n See continuation sheet. 

1 I determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 
I I other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 
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6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic - single family 
Coramerce/trade - specialty store 
ludustry/Processing - raanufacturing 
Landscape -- park 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic - singlp. family 

Landscape - p,qrk 
Religion rt^ I-: oi niis 'itr-urtijrp 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Early Republic - federal 
Mid 19th-centurv - Greek Revival 
Late Vicorian - Italianate 
Lata 19th & 20th-ceatury Revival - Colonial 

Revival 
Late 19th & 20th-century American - Bunj^aiow 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Stone - g r a n i t e , concrete  
walls Wood - weatherboard, sh ingles 

B r i c k , syriLhetics - v i n y l 
roof As j h a l t 
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Mcintosh Corner Historic District is an eleven acre area located at the 
intersection of Great Plain and Central Avenues, in the midwestern section of 
Needham, Massachusetts. Needham is an inland suburban town, ten miles 
southwest of Boston and located within a loop of the Charles River. Although 
there are several prominent elevations, the central and western parts of 
Needham are characterized by rolling plains with some upland ponds and streams 
that drain into the Charles River. Needham is bordered by the towns that are 
connected via the two transportation routes of Mcintosh Corner. Great Plain 
Avenue connects Dedham on the east, to Wellesley on the west, and Central 
Avenue links Newton on the northeast with Dover and Natick at the southwest. 

The historic district is located at the intersection of the two main lines of 
travel and communication that served Needham during the 19th century. The 
buildings of the district reflect with integrity a sense of time and place for 
the town of Needham. They are representative of a period beginning in the 
1790s and progressing to the eve of World War I. 

The Mcintosh Corner Historic District consists primarily of residential 
buildings constructed from 1794 to 1915. The buildings of the district line 
the sides of the two main intersecting roads and Noyes Street, which is 
separated from Central Avenue by a small parcel of land now known as Noyes 
Park. All of the contributing buildings retain their original function as 
residences, however, none retain other functions that were attributed to the 
houses in the 1800s including stores, a post office, and local home 
manufacturing known as cottage industries. Contributing buildings retain 
their integrity of setting, design, materials, feeling, association, and 
location. 

Mcintosh Corner Historic District was the late 18th and early 19th-century 
town center due to the intersection of two primary transportation routes. The 
District consists of the readily apparent remains of a 19th-century 
residential community that developed adjacent to the town center. The core 
for the original t\)wn .center,was located one-quarter mile north on Central 
Avenue and is recaliW by the remaining old burial ground and two National 
Register dwellings. It is Mcintosh Corner, an extension of that original 
core, that retains the character of a cohesive 19th-century community. The 
District is also representative of subsequent suburbanization following the 
shift of the town center to the junction of the railroad lines passing through 
Needham, one mile east of Mcintosh Corner. 

[ x l See continuation sheet 
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The d i s t r i c t is cohesive due to the similar building scale, massing and use of 
materials. The predominant building form is the five-bay, pitched roof, two 
and one-half story dwelling with Federal or Greek Revival de ta i l . There are 
three other contributing buildings that have a pitched roof and are one and 
one-half stories with two, three, or four bays on the main facade. The 
gable-end building form is found in three buildings that have two or three 
bays, and two and one-half stor ies. All buildings are vernacular forms of 
tradit ional building styles. Nearly a l l dwellings have rear or side e l ls or 
sheds, an evolutionary statement of the tradit ional New England house. 
Several barns and sheds were bu i l t within the period of significance. Most 
are the tradit ional barn building form of a gable end structure. All 
contributing builings are of wood construction. 

There are twelve non-contributing l i s t ings , four of which are modern ranch or 
colonial style houses, one a modern church, one a modern garage, four of which 
are early 20th-century sheds bu i l t after the end of the period of 
significance, one an early 20th-century well house, and one an historical 
marker placed in the 1960s to commemorate the location of the Mcintosh Tavern 
around which the d i s t r i c t was or iginal ly centered. With the exception of the 
church, the non-contributing buildings are consistent in scale, style and 
materials with the signif icant architecture of the d i s t r i c t . The church, 
which is located on the southwest corner of the d i s t r i c t ' s intersection, is a 
large brick structure in a modernistic sty le. 

RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS . v ' ' h 

The most common building form to survive in the d i s t r i c t is the five-bay, two 
and one-half story, pitched roof structure with inter ior chimneys and center 
entrances. Variations occur only in architectural elaboration and the effect 
of rear and side e l l s and additions. The six buildings that f i t into this 
description range in construction date from the earl iest extant building in 
the d i s t r i c t , 1794, to 1854. Other buildings that exhibit a similar building 
form with two, three, or four bays were bu i l t from 1849 to 1914. 

The earl iest extant building in the d i s t r i c t is the Daniel Kingsbury Sr. House 
(1794, Map #9) situated on the northeast corner of Great Plain Avenue and 
Noyes Street. Bui l t on a granite foundation, the five-bay Federal house 
retains i t s 9/6 sash with applied molding for window surrounds and some 
transitional Greek Revival details in the side gable ends. They have wide 
returns underlined by a templar f u l l return. In 1902 the house was updated in 
the Georgian Revival t radi t ion and has three pedimented dormers on the 
main/south facade, an open entrance portico with round tapered columns and 
square pi lasters, and bu i l t - i n side benches. 
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Also elaborated with Federal style details is the Nathan Mcintosh House (1829, 
Map #3) and the John Mil ls House (1834, Map #13). Both are bu i l t on granite 
block foundations and have the applied molding for window surrounds and sash 
of six l ights over six l igh ts . The Greek Revival influence is seen in their 
panelled entrance doors that are flanked by side-l ights. The Nathan Mcintosh 
House was considerably enlarged in 1917 when a rear e l l and major addition to 
accomodate a second family was added. These additions are visible from the 
Great Plain Avenue facade and are in keeping with the size, scale and 
materials of the 1829 dwelling. 

There are three houses that employ this same tradit ional building form and 
have Greek Revival elaborations in keeping with the later mid-1800s 
construction dates. Two were bu i l t by the same owner, Ezra Ful ler, and are 
the Ezra Fuller Jr . House (1849, Map #10) and the Caroline Cole House (1854, 
Map #1). Both have six over six sash and wide eave overhangs. The Caroline 
Cole House has some Colonial Revival, early 20th-century updating as seen in 
the ful l - length hipped roof porch and the small shed-roof dormer. The Ezra 
Fuller Jr . House has bold templar gable ends, with a wide unadorned 
entablature and a Greek Revival panelled door flanked by fu l l s ide-l ights, and 
a projecting open portico supported by f luted round columns. The other basic 
five-bay dwelling with Greek Revival detail is the Matthias Mil ls House (1834. 
Map #4). The panelled door is flanked by half s ide- l ights, square pilasters 
and a high-profi le l i n te l with a dentil cornice. One sl ight ly unusual feature 
found in the two Mil ls houses, John Mil ls and Matthias Mi l l s , is the half 
round window in the gable peak. Rear e l ls of the Matthias Mil ls House are 
clearly visible along Central Avenue. 

Other pitched roof buildings with fewer than the tradit ional f ive bays and 
only one and one-half stories were bu i l t from 1849 to 1914. The George E. 
Eaton House (1849, Map #2) has been altered with new siding, porch and rear 
decks, however, the basic building form with four bays, and six over six sash 
is retained on the main facade. Rimmele's Shop (1877, Map #5), now a 
residence, has been altered somewhat, but retains the pitched roof building 
form with three bays and an added porico and dormer. I t is simply designed in 
the tradi t ion of a u t i l i t a r i an building appropriate for a shop. The simply 
detailed Colonial Revival house at 66 Noyes Street (1914, Map #6) is a one and 
one-half story, two bay dwelling bu i l t on a rubblestone foundation. I ts only 
additonal detail is i t s one-story projecting bay. 

Of less frequency in the Mcintosh Corner Historic Dis t r ic t are the gable-end, 
side-hall entranced houses that were popular throughout New England as well as 
other parts of Needham during the second half of the 19th century. Although a 
tradit ional building form for the Greek Revival period and style of 
construction, the three gable-end buildings in the Mcintosh Corner Historic 
Dis t r ic t are of Italianate or Colonial Revival style in massing, scale, and 
deta i l . 

. t . i . « 
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The most prominently situated gable-end is the Sarah Ritrenele House (1872, Map 
#8), located on the southeast corner of Great Plain Avenue and Noyes Street 
ancf is visible from most points in the d i s t r i c t . Although the large dwelling 
has been sided with v iny l , i t retains i t s proportions, and i t s detai ls, 
including a one-story projecting bay on the Noyes Street side, and a hipped 
roof porch with round columns and a simple balustrade on the gable-end. Great 
Plain Avenue side. 

Also in the gable-end form is the William Flag House (1852, Map #11) in the 
Greek Revival/Italianate style with i t s six over six sash, and half 
side-lights flanking the side-hall entrance and the Thomas Leonard House 
(1902, Map #12), in the Colonial Revival Style with i t s wide returns, 
one-story bay, and an entrance porch with turned posts. 

Most of the contributing barns and sheds are in the gable-end building form 
and were bu i l t by the early 1900s. The well-conserved Matthias Mil ls Barn 
(1861, Map #4A) is representative of tradit ional mid to late 19th-century 
outbuildings. One bungaloid garage was bu i l t in 1914, according to the Town 
Reports, and retains i t s paired barn-like doors, exposed rafters and raking 
eave overhang. I t is located on the same property as the Daniel Kingsbury 
House. 

LANDSCAPE FEATURE/SITE 

The one contributing landscape feature in the Mcintosh Corner Historic 
District is Noyes Park, developed in 1913. The piece of land was set off in 
1831 when Central Avenue was diverted to its present route to avoid a sharp 
dip in the road where it had crossed Great Plain Avenue. In 1913, the Town of 
Needham purchased the small .2 acre triangle and created a park. The park and 
the street were named for a Dr. Josiah Noyes, Needham's first physician, who 
had lived in the Ebenezer Mcintosh House, located at the northern end of Noyes 
Street where it rejoins Central Avenue. Although inmediately adjacent to the 
northeast edge of the district, this property is not included in the district 
due to the many non-contributing buildings recently built between this 
Mclntosh/Noyes dwelling and the boundaries of the district. Its setting has 
been significantly altered although the Ebenezer Mcintosh house is still 
identifiable with its five bay Federal facade facing south. 

Mcintosh Corner Historic District retains its 19th-century arrangement of 
buildings, lining the intersecting streets. There has been some infill, 
accounting for the four non-contributing dwellings and the major addition of 
an intrusive church building. The likelihood of prehistoric and historic 
archaeological sites is high due to the proximity to wetlands and the reported 
use of Great Plain and Central Avenues as native trails during the Contact 
Period. Historic sites may also be found at the site of the Mcintosh Tavern, 
however, there are no registered sites within a mile of this historic 
intersection. 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION 

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded in the d i s t r i c t or in the 
general area (within one mi le) , i t is l ike ly that sites are present. The 
physical characteristics of the d i s t r i c t , located on the periphery of wetlands 
and Fuller Brook, both in close proximity to the Charles River, would have 
made this an attract ive area for native subsistence and settlement 
ac t iv i t ies . Given the size of the d i s t r i c t (11.1 miles), l imited historic 
development in most of the d i s t r i c t , and the fact that Central Avenue and 
Great Plain Avenue are reported to have been major native Contact Period 
t r a i l s , a moderate potential exists that prehistoric sites are present. 

A high potential exists for signif icant historical archaelolgical remains in 
the d i s t r i c t . During the Colonial and Federal Periods, the intersection of 
Central Avenue and Great Plain Avenue was the principal intersection of the 
early town center in the area, with the town's f i r s t meetinghouse (moved in 
1879) located a few hundred yards north of the intersection. Archaeological 
survey and testing may help to ident i fy other buildings that existed at the 
corner, including the Mcintosh Tavern, bu i l t on the northwest corner of the 
intersection in 1810 and burned in 1844. Structural remains in early homes in 
the area may also exist . Archaeological research can also assist in 
determining whether or not outbuildings and occupational-related features 
(trash p i t s , pr iv ies, wells) survive in association with buildings s t i l l 
extant in the d i s t r i c t . Most homes in the d i s t r i c t date to the f i r s t half of 
the 19th-century, though some late 18th-century examples also exist . 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally • statewide ^ locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X ] A d l B [x]C • • ' ' " • 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I |A I I B I Ic I |D | |E [~\f I IG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Architecture | 794-1 
Community Planning & Develop.Tient 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Mcintosh Corner Historic D is t r i c t is a good example of an early town 
center of act iv i ty for Needham. I t is i l l us t ra t i ve of a 19th-century 
community that developed around transportation routes that were important to 
Needham and other towns. I t retains i t s architectural integr i ty with the 
preservation of several 19th-century dwellings that also served as commercial 
and industrial sites during the early and mid 19th-century. The period of 
significance for the d i s t r i c t begins in 1794, when the Daniel Kingsbury House 
(Map #9) was constructed, to 1915, when residential construction a l l but 
subsided due in part to the United States involvement in World War I . The 
d i s t r i c t represents a 19th-century town center that served as a transportation 
center with stagecoach stops, and as a center for small cottage industries 
prior to the industr ial izat ion of other parts of Needham. The location of mid 
19th-century transportation and waterpower resources led to the end of 
development unt i l the eventual early 20th-century residential 
suburbanization. All of the contributing buildings are residential or related 
buildings, with the exception of the Presbyterian Church. They l ine the two 
intersecting streets and are architecturally cohesive. 

There are twenty-five buildings, one structure, one object, and one site of 
which f i f teen buildings and the one site contribute to the significance of the 
d i s t r i c t . These properties retain integr i ty of location, design, sett ing, 
association, materials, and workmanship. Thus, the Mcintosh Corner Historic 
Dis t r ic t meets Cri ter ia A and C of the National Register of Historic Places 
and is signif icant at the local leve l . 

Colonial settlement of Needham started as early as 1636 when the General Court 
of the Province granted to th i ry families two hundred square miles of 
wilderness. Present day Needham lay in the northeast corner of the large land 
grant, in the curve of the Charles River and direct ly across that r iver from 
the site of the parent town of Dedham. Parts of Needham were granted to 
English immigrant families from 1643 on. 

l i t . ; d^Jii. i: I'M:. .: v; t):! j •y.J:>d ^^ '.a ) 

See continuation sheet 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

(See Continuation Sheet) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
n designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
recorded by Historic American Engineering • • 
Record # 

I x l See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
Kxl State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency o 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• other ..-^ ' : . ^ i ' • •» ••  
Specify repository:  

SHPO, Needham Publ ic L i b r a r y 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property 

UTM References 
A L l J I I I I 

11.1 

Zone Easting Northing 

L l I I 

J L B L ^ l l l l l l l I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

^Jfn; D I I I I I I ' I I I J L J L 

^ 3 See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

See Assessor's Map (attached) 

.'• v'i-'.Co ei <; ,^.•^u. ' . . "I.J? - " • . • f^_^ ĵf,n^Vv,? 

,Mr* rc ' . ' \K, [ Z S ' M I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 
The d i s t r i c t boundaries follov/ l o t lines of properties along intersecting streets, 

Central and Great Plain Avenues, the create h i s t o r i c a l l y and ar c h i t e c t u r a l l y 

s i g n i f i c a n t intersection. These xnclude properties that contribute the significance 

and development pattern of early town transportation. 

'•;;',-) -rv^h' .v.-,." - fl - i.i hT-'ifh l;nr- fxl See continuation sheet ..o '3ftJ \\\ 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Gretchen G. Schuler / Betsy Friedbur)^. N a t i o n a l Regis ter D i r e c t o r . MHC 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
street & number 80 Boyls ton S t ree t 
city or town Boston 

or 126 Old Connecticui: Path, Wayland, MA 01778 

May. 1988 date 
.telephone ftl7 727-8470 
. state MA zip code 02116 

617 358-7980 
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The traditional beginning of settlement occurred in 1680 when the Town of 
Dedham purchased 20 square miles within the loop of the Charles River from the 
Ponkopaug Indians. By 1710 there were forty householders who petitioned the 
General Court to incorporate as a separate town due to the isolation caused by 
the Charles River and the remoteness of this land from the educational and 
religious center in Dedham. Their petition was granted and the Town of 
Needham was incorporated in 1711. The area was s t i l l extremely large and in 
1798 a second parish was established in what was known as West Needham. I t 
was not until 1881 that the area of this second parish became the town of 
Wellesley. Population for Needham is difficult to evaluate because all 
figures to 1885 include the population of what is now the Town of Wellesley. 
However, the population patterns have been consistent with surrounding towns. 
There was a steady increase during the 18th century to approximately 1,000 
residents by the beginning of the 19th century (including Wellesley), and a 
continued increase with a substantial bulge in the mid-1800s due in part to 
Irish immigration and the advent of the railroad connecting Needham to larger 
centers. The population growth continued throughout the late 19th century, 
although the raw numbers indicate a substantial drop in population, which 
reflects the 1881 separation of Wellesley. 

Needham, like every community in colonial New England, began with an 
agricultural economy, some grazing, and winter lumbering. Mills cropped up 
along the Charles River as early as 1688, however, there were no well known 
saw or grist mills that survived the 18th century. Much of the mill activity, 
including paper mills on the River, was located at Charles River Village. 
Most of the milling areas are in present day Newton or Wellesley. The 
manufacturing of underwear, which was to become the major industry of Needham, 
began prior to the 1830s and was greatly expanded in the 1850s. J. Bel ess's 
business was located at Needham Highlands. Other mid 19th-century industry 
included the production of hats, shoes, and silk, much of which was done in 
shops connected to the artisan's house. Glue was manufactured in Needham also 
and one business was conducted within the Mcintosh Corner Historic District on 
the property of the Matthias Mills Hoiise (1834, Map #4). The glue industry 
had all but ended in Needham by the 1870s due to the competition of large 
manufactories. Other cottage industries dwindled by that time as well, also 
due to the industrialization of all types of production. The one industry 
that grew in Needham was the production of hosiery and underwear. Carter's 
was established in the 1880s at Needham Highlands and became one of the best 
known firms for the production of children's underwear in the nation. 

The first meeting house in Needham was established at the base of North Hill 
along the Great Plain. This was 1712, the year after incorporation and the 
location was at the junction of Central Avenue and Nehoiden Street, 
approximately one-quarter mile north of the Mcintosh Corner Historic 
District. The burying ground (s t i l l extant) was near this meetinghouse 
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location on Nehoiden Street. Two other meetinghouses (no longer extant) were 
built at this location until the shift to Great Plain Village which occurred 
after the construction of the railroad through Needham in 1853. The only 
remnants of this early town core include two National Register residential 
buildings (the Davis Mills House and the Townsend House) and the burying 
ground which continues to be used as the town cemetery. The first proposed 
location of the railroad was parellel with Central Avenue and would have 
passed through Mcintosh Corner. However, there was opposition and 
unwillingness on the part of one landowner to sell his land for the purpose of 
a railroad; thus, the route was renegotiated to pass through Needham on a 
north-south axis approximately one mile east of Central Avenue. This was a 
major turning point for transportation, hence the commercial activity of the 
Central Avenue part of Needham. 

Mcintosh Corner is an extension of the town core that developed one-quarter 
mile north on Central Avenue at Nehoiden Street. It was a natural extension 
that occurred due to the feature of the intersection of two important 
transportation routes connecting Needham with all bordering towns. The 
initial development of Mcintosh Corner began in the late 1700s when Daniel 
Kingsbury built his house on a parcel of land that had been owned by his great 
grandfather. Deacon Timothy Kingsbury, who served at the meetinghouse located 
north on Central Avenue. In 1810, Major Ebenezer built the Mcintosh Tavern, 
which became the center of activity for the next thirty years. Due to its 
location at the busiest intersection in the East Precinct of old Needham, the 
Tavern was a staecoach stop for two lines including the Boston-Dover stage and 
the stage that met the railroad in West Needham after 1834 (prior to the 
introduction of the railroad through what has become Needham Village). Until 
the mid-1800s there were only a few crossings over the Charles, thus Central 
Avenue served as a connector to Boston for Needham and Dover, while Great 
Plain Avenue was the only route of travel from the western most points of 
Needham (modern Wellesley) and parts of Natick, to Dedham and Boston. 

The Mcintosh family after whom the corner is aptly named contributed to the 
continued development of this major intersection. In 1822, Major Ebenezer 
Mcintosh, who had built the Tavern, also built his house, which is extant and 
is located just north of the district's boundaries. Althouth it is in close 
proximity to the district, it is not included due to the recent subdivision of 
land surrounding it and the construction of many non-contributing structures. 
In 1829 Nathan Mcintosh, son of Ebenezer, built his house (Map #3) on the 
opposite corner of Central from the Tavern. 

In 1834, the Mills brothers built two houses and conducted a glue manufactory 
in a shop (no longer extant) behind the Matthias Mills House (Map #4). John 
Mills built his house (Map #13) on Great Plain Avenue northwest of his 
brother's. It is interesting to note that the two houses built in the same 

A ' i i t M m A j Q i ^ ' . ' . ' : .1... 
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year, have slightly different features, one being more Federal and the other 
having Greek Revival detail. However, both houses have one unique feature to 
the district, a half-round window in each gable peak. In all likelihood, the 
builder was the same for the two houses. The Mills manufactured glue at 
Mcintosh Corner until the 1870s when most small cottage industries ended due 
to modernization of production techniques and industrial development. 

The late 1840s was a time for continued development of the Mcintosh Corner 
area. The Tavern was sold to Ezra Fuller in 1842 and burned in 1844. Fuller 
built a small building on the cellar hole of the Tavern and maintained a store 
there while building the Ezra Fuller House (Map #10). He continued to run the 
general store on the site of the Mcintosh Tavern. The store, which had become 
the ell of Fuller's 1849 house, was moved south on Central Avenue 
(approximately one-quarter mile) in 1869 and became the home of Ezra Fisher 
Mills after considerabler alteration. In 1849, the George Eaton House (Map 
#2) was built on Central Avenue, adjacent to the Nathan Mcintosh House. Caton 
EuTlt on the foundation of an 18th-century house and blacksmith shop and 
maintained a general store and post office at this location. 

The development of the railroad in 1853 one mile east of Central Avenue and 
the subsequent construction of other roads leading to Needham Village, and 
other bridges across the Charles River drained traffic away from Mcintosh 
Corner as a center for commercial and civic activity. A new town center 
developed around the Needham Village depot and by the 1870s there were 
churches, schools, and the meetinghouse from Central Avenue was moved to the 
new center. Thus, subsequent development of Mcintosh Corner was residential 
suburbanization. A dress shop was built behind the 1872 Sarah Rimmele House 
(Map #8) in 1879. However, this was a cottage industry that did not depend on 
transportation and water power for its success. 

At the turn of the century there was major development and subdivision 
throughout Needham. Several civic buildings including a new library and town 
hall were built at Needham Village, an area already well established due to 
the railroad. Residential subdivision occurred in and around the Village and 
in other parts of Needham as well, including Nclntosh Corner. The Thomas 
Leonard House (Map #12) is an example of this. Also in 1913, the triangle of 
land created by the rerouting of Central Avenue in 1831, was purchased by 
town and a small park was planned and developed. Within the same year the 
property behind the Sarah Rimmele House was subdivided, the dress shop closed 
and was converted to a residence and 66 Noyes Street (Map #6) was built. 

There was no further development of the Mcintosh Corner area with the 
exception of garages and sheds for existing houses until after 1950 when 
additional subdivision led to the construction of several modern houses on 
lots between the early contributing properties.The most distinctive quality of 
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Mcintosh Corner is the arrangement of several 19th-century buildings lining 
the intersecting streets. Although construction dates range over 100 years, 
there is continuity and cohesiveness established in the building forms used to 
develop this continuum of residential development. The Needham Historical 
Commission has identified these local resources by means of a comprehensive 
survey and has previously successfully recommeded other nearby properties for 
listing on the National Register of Historic Places. 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Needham are poorly documented, any 
surviving sites would be significant. Prehistoric sites in this area offer 
the potential for further understanding of prehistoric settlements and 
subsistence along the Charles River drainage in general and the relationships 
between these sites and those along the lower Charles drainage, particularly 
those along the Charles River estuary. 

Historic archaeological remains described above have the potential for 
providing detailed information on the changing social, cultural, and economic 
patterns that characterized an early settlement and town center prior to the 
introduction of the railroad. Potential also exists for further documenting 
the Mcintosh Tavern, and the importance of taverns along rural highways, prior 
to a change to rail transportation. 
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Zone Easting Northing 
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E. 19 314050 4683260 
F. 19 314020 4683280 
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Boundary Justification u ' 

The structures included i n the d i s t r i c t boundaries are a concentration of 
h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t buildings. Beyond t h i s concentration, the area i s 
dominated by new construction. 
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NAP # MHCf 

1 B-79 
lA 
IB 

B 
Bl 

4 
4A 

7 

8 

9 

9A 
9B 

B-20 

B-88 

D-13 

B-80 

B-15 

NAME 

Caroline Cole House 
shed 
shed 

ADDRESS 

1069 Central Avenue 
1069 Central Avenue 
1069 Central Avenue 

B-14 George E. Eaton House 1086 Central Avenue 

B-18 Nathan Mcintosh House 

tool shed 

Matthias M i l l s House 
barn 

Rimmele's Shop 

Noyes Park 

Sarah Rimmele House 

Daniel Kingsbury 
Sr. House 
garage 
well 

1092 Central Avenue 

1109 Central Avenue 

1115 Central Avenue 
1115 Central Avenue 

1129 Central Avenue '-
1129 Central Avenue 

62 Noyes Street ^ 

66 Noyes Street 

Great Plain & Central 

1426 Great Plain Avenue 

1427 Great Plain Avenue ' 

1427 Great Plain Avenue 
1427 Great Plain Avenue 

Date 

1854 
ca. 1920 
ca. 1920 

1849 

1829 

1955 

1955 
1950s 

1834 
1861 

1877 

1914 

1913 

1872 

1794 

1914 
ca. 1940 

Style 

Greek Revival 
vernacular 
vernacular 

Greek Revival 
(altered) 

Federal 

Colonial Revival 

Ranch Style 

Greek Revival 
vernacular 

I t a l i ana te 
(vernacular) 

Colonial Revival 
(vernacular) 

I ta l i ana te 

Federal/Greek 
Revival 
Bungaloid 

TYPE STATUS 

B 
8 
B 

r 
B 

B 
t 

B 
B 

B 

Si 

If 
B 

W' 
St 

c 
NC 
NC 

NC 

NC 
NC 

C 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 
NC 
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NAP # MHC# NAME ADDRESS Date Style TYPE STATUS 

10 B-3 Ezra Fuller House 1453 Great Plain Avenue 1949 Greek Revival B C 
m - Historical marker 1453 Great Plain Avenue 1960s 0 NC 

Presbyterian Church 1458 Great Plain Avenue 1959 Moderne B NC 

- 1461 Great Plain Avenue 1971 Ranch Style B NC 

B-89 William Flag House 1472 Great Plain Avenue 1852 Italianate B C 
UA - shed/garage 1472 Great Plain Avenue ca. 1950 vernacular B NC 

f 
E - - 1473 Great Plain Avenue 1955 Ranch Style B NC 

12 Thomas Leonard House 1476 Great Plain Avenue 1902 Colonial Revival B C 
12A - barn 1476 Great Plain Avenue 1903 vernacular B C 

13 B-29 John Mills House 1479 Great Plain Avenue 1834 Federal B c . 
13A - shed r 1479 Great Plain Avenue ca. 1930 vernacular g • NC 

B = Building 
0 = Object/Monument/Marker 
Si = Site 
St = Structure 

Bui ld ing 
Objects 
Si te 
Structure 

Contri but i ng Non-contri but i ng 

IB 
0 
1 
0 

10 
1 

? 
Total 12 
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November 28, 1988 

DEC 31988 Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places NATIONAL 
Department of the Interior REGISTER 
National Park Service newi-iwi 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you will find the nomination forms for the following properties: 

Needham, Mcintosh Corner Historic District 

Attleboro, Northbound and Southbound Train Stations 

Egremont, North Egremont Historic District 

They have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed 
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting arid were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. No comments have been received to date. 

We would like to request expedited review for the Mcintosh Corner Historic 
District. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg ^ 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosure: 

BF/di 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


