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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Barton Lackey cabin stands on a forested flat in the Roaring River Canyon at 
Scaffold Meadow. The elevation at the site is 7,400 feet.

The cabin is a one-room log structure with interior measurements of 12 by 20 feet. 
A covered porch runs the length of the southwest side, making the overall exterior 
size of the structure 17 by 21 feet. Structurally, the cabin is a traditional log 
cabin. The wall logs rest directly on the ground without benefit of foundations. 
The roof is shaked. The northwest wall includes a large fireplace and chimney as 
well as a small window. The cabin is currently in poor condition. The wall logs 
display extensive decay and the entire structure has settled. The roof contains 
numerous holes. Aside from this deterioration, the cabin is unaltered from its 
historic appearance.

During its period of historic use the cabin stood at the center of a considerable 
complex of small out-buildings. Sleeping shelters, a tack room, a kitchen shack 
and several storage buildings stood in the vicinity. All are now gone. The fences 
which once surrounded the cabin are also gone.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Barton-Lackey Cabin is of local significance in the fields of exploration/settlement 
and agriculture. These significances result from the fact that the cabin was built by 
one of the first families to develop a summer grazing range in the remote Roaring River 
Canyon and from the fact that it is one of the last surviving remnants of the once 
important Kings Canyon cattle trade.

The Barton family first brought cattle in the Roaring River region about 1907. James 
DeCamp Barton and his father, Hudson DeCamp Barton, ranched in the Sierra foothills 
west of Roaring River near Aukland, California. Because their home range was at a low 
altitude, they needed a higher summer pasture. To locate such a range they were forced 
to open a new area higher in the mountains thatv those areas previously developed for 
summer grazing. Shortly after they settled on the Roaring River country as their new 
range they erected,about 1910, a cabin at Scaffold Meadow.

In the early 1920's H.D. Barton's daughter Sylvia married a forest rafager"framed Al Lackey, 
Eventually, Lackey took over the family cattle business. Lackey regularly brought Barton 
cattle into the Roaring River country until 1940, when the canyon was included within 
Kings Canyon National Park. Although a long-term goal of the new park was to halt all 
grazing within its boundaries, life-time use permits were granted to the individuals 
that had historically used the area. The Barton-Lackey operation received one of these 
permits.

Under National Park Service permit Lackey continued to graze the Scaffold Meadow 
portion of the Roaring River country until Mrs. J. D. Barton died in 1956. Lackey 
obtained a two year extension after Mrs. Barton's death, but by 1960 the Lackey cattle 
had left the Roaring River country for good.

After its abandonment by Lackey, the cabin was taken over then by the National Park 
Service which used it as a storage shed. It continues in that use.

The Barton-Lackey clan played an important role in the Roaring River region for nearly 
fifty years. They were one of the first cattle families to enter the area and one of 
the last to leave. They are remembered in the name of Barton's Peak which towers on 
the southern rim of the canyon near their old cabin.
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In summary, the Barton-Lackey cabin is a surviving remanant of the period when cattle 
grazing was the major industry of the Roaring River portion of the Kings Canyon country,

Significant values requiring management protection at this site relate to the integrity 
of the structure and to the preservation of the natural setting. Since considerable 
replacement of historic fabric will be required to fchiis stablize this structure, 
special care should be given to the replacement of deteriorated historical fabrics 
with authentic replacement materials.


