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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Weess House was built 1880-1881. It is a nicely preserved expression of 
Second Empire house architecture, two stories high with the slightly-belled 
mansard roof typical of the style. The walls are red brick, laid in 80 
course common bond on a raised, dressed sandstone foundation. Brick quoining 
is painted white. All windows have segmental arches; those of the first and 
second stories are framed in stone hoods with keystones and narrow brackettec 
sills. Dormer windows have triangular pediments. The cornice is fairly plain, 
with a wide freize and paired brackets. There are three two-story bays, on 
south, east, and west sides.

Of particular interest is the front entrance on the north side. It is cappec 
by an elaborate segmental pediment above the segmentally-arched fanlight, anc 
framed by sidelights. In the angle formed by the junction of the library winj 
with the main block is a porch bearing a bracketted cornice, segmental arches 
with pendant keystones, and supported on slender wood columns. The roof 
balustrade exhibits jigsaw work.

Two additional porches toward the rear of the house have been removed, one 
replaced by a modern carport. Slate shingles which originally covered the
roof have been replaced with black composition shingle laid in conventional 
pattern.

The interior of the house is basically a long rectangle running north-south, 
with a wing extending east which contains a library (first floor) and bedroom 
The porch and carpqrt flank this ection, giving the first floor plan an 
almost square appearance. During the late 1940 f s, several interior walls 
were added when the house was converted to apartments. The basic arrangement 
is around a center hall, separating two parlors from the library wing. Toward 
the rear7 the hall forms an L, separating the back parlor from the dining and 
kitchen areas.

Conversion to apartments apparently did not include extensive redecorating: 
thus a variety of interior decorative features are still extant. Stained 
glass is found in the front foyer doors and transom, and partially in the 
rear entry. The staircase is of burled walnut. Woodwork has been painted 
several times, but is in good condition. Door hardware, in brass or enamel 
led black, is very ornate. There are three wide arches between rooms, 
framed by pilasters. Some of the decorative ceiling and picture moldings are 
still visible. The cumulative effect, although somewhat blunted by moderni 
zation, is still enough to suggest the original character of the interior.

The house is located on a large corner lot in one of Keokuk's older resi 
dential areas. The lot is built up, about 4 feet above street level, and 
has a sandstone wall and plain iron fence around two sides.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Weess house is an illustrative example of Second Empire house 
architecture. Its expression is rather restrained, but this restraint 
allows the eye to concentrate on noteworthy features, particularly the 
entranceway and front porch. The rambling character of the plan is very 
apparent.

The house, rather "old fashioned" given its relatively late date of 
construction, was built for Frank J. Weess, "a butcher by occupation" 
whose extensive real estate holdings in Keokuk belied the rather prosaic 
nature of his principal employment. He was born in Holland in 1840, and 
came to the U.S. with his family in 1849. By 1860, Weess was established 
in the meat business, which was apparently quite profitable. In 1887, 
Weess' real estate holdings were prominently catalogued in a county 
"portrait and biographical album"; they included agricultural land, a 
number of town lots, and several commercial establishments. Weess 1 big 
house, built when he was only 40, was a typical Victorian expression of 
material wealth.

1. Portrait and Biographical Album, Lee County, Iowa. Chicago, Chapman 
Bros., 1887, p. 212.
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