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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS HSTORCAL COVIMSSON
80 BOYLSTON STREET
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02116

Town Arlington, MA

Address 37-49 Park Street

Historic Name Warren Rawson House

Use: Present Five-unit residential

Original multi-unit residential

DESCRIPTION:
Date .ca 1885-1890

Source Arlington Maps and Directories
Style Late 19th c. Frame Vernacular
Architect Unknown
Exterior wall fabric clapboard

Outbuildings None

Maj or alterations (vith dates) None

Mved N Date NA
Approx. acreage Less than one acre
Setting The Vérren Rawson House i s
sited i navery thickly settled area of
single- andtwc-fam |y residences.
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ARH TEQ LRAL ST G\ H CANCE  (Describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate i nterns of other buildings within theconsnunity.)

A unusual remmant of northeast Arlington's days as an inportant center for narket
gardening is*37-49 Park Street. This long rectangular frane structure, built ca.
1885-1890, once housed farmworkers. |t contains seven units. Devoid of sawcut or
incised dcoration, its nain facade displays reginental rows of plainly franed doors,
w ndows, and dor ners.

HSTGRCAL SN H CANCE (Explain therole owners played i nlocal or state
history and how thebuilding relates to the devel opnent of the comunity.)

As adormtory for farm laborers, this structure nay represent a building form unique
to Arlington. Milti-unit housing for factory workers (usually constructed of brick)
were built inurban industrial centers Iike Lowell and Lawence, Few Newtogland farns,
however, were |arge enough t orequire housing for their |aborers. The Arlington narket
garden farns of the Wnans, Mores, and Rawsons were | arge enough t orequire workers'
living quarters constructed near the fields and greenhouses.

Market gardener  Vérren W Rawson was the first person in Arlingtontoapply extensive
scientific techniques tohisfermngexterprise. Awmng his innovations were the use of

steam heat ed hot houses and el ectric arclanps. | n Lhe 1890s, Rason enpl oyed as nany as
65 |aborers to work the fertile fields of eastern"Arlington. He built the structureat

37-49 Frk Street ca. 1885-1895 t o house a nunber of his workers. According toa 1902
directory, residents included six Irish farmworkers and a steanfitter. FHomtheir rear
w ndows, they could see Rawson's farm from Vérren Street t othe Mystic River.

. (RTER ARR BALATT ON
The Vdrren Rawson House i s a significant and wel |l -preserved exanpl e of vernacul ar housing
perhaps unique t oArlington. |t possesses integrity of |ocation, design, mterials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling, and association, and fulfills criteria Aand Cof the National
Regi ster of Historic P aces.

B BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

1875 Beers & @. Atlas

1884 Bird's Bye View of Arlington, ArlingtonAdvocate
1898 Stadley & . Atlas

1923 Sanborn Mp . Atlas

Arlington Directoriesof 1869/ 70, 1883, 1890, 1898, 1923
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register off Historic Piaces
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet

Name

State Middlesex County.

Nomination/Type of Review

AM*  Locke School
32. Milestone
33

Prentiss-Payson House

Item numtier Page

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Arlington Multiple Resource Area

MASSACHUSETTS
Date/Signature
‘Waeaed 1Ethe -TTfCeegper
Attest
Entered Im Aleepev lydjLA, NNV
lational fteglBter O
Attest
Eo~rod in -tta  H Teeper

Kntlonftl IteffBter ¥

Attest
34, Prentiss, WIlliam House Entered 1Bti e "I APer" [ MpAALT .-
National Be”"ster At est
35. Proctor, WIlliam House Entered I nt k* Neeper LYyANAT-NALNAYSAAN
|fatlottftl e~ ter
Attest
36. Rawson, Warren, Building r~. 'ATMCtai N f.V.
Attest
1"7. Rawson, Warren, House Entered in tiie "/feepar yyUZ<-'"N-AAyANA
National eeflleter
Att est
38. Robindreau, Alfred E Entersd In th« Keeper
House [Jatlons »HPt«*er
Attest
39. Robinson House lint<:r*d in. TAYoey
National |teiS*ter
Attest
40. Robinson-Lew s-G. F., "N(4teeper
Fessenden House Entered i n the
Hetional |l«#l oter Attest



WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Rawson, Warren, House (Arlington MRA)
Middlesex County

MASSACHUSETTS Working No. MR '6 195

Fed. Reg. Date
Date Due: _
Action: _iirACCEPT.

CU resubmission Watered In tlitm RETURN

* nomination by person or local government Lstac REJECT.

EJ owner objection Federal Agency:

Q appeal

Substantive Review: CU sample + request CU appeal IH! NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * ves E2no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent || deteriorated unaltered « original site
CZl good I |ruins altered moved date.
CU fair I 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CU summary paragraph
[11 completeness

CU clarity

CU alterations/integrity
e dates

| Iboundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CU summary paragraph

CU completeness ' N
CU clarity e,
CU applicable criteria N

CU justification of areas checked

CU relating significance to the resource ,
EJ context NDA
CU relationship of integrity to significance

CU justification of exception

CU other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature
title
13. Other
CU Maps

CU Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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