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CONDITION

INTEGRITY

Excellent | |
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Deteriorated Q

(Check One) 

Q Unaltered [Z3

] Ruins

Moved | |
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The appearance of Fort O'Brien has probably changed little though the years 
except for natural deterioration, and archeological exploration. The £prt : 
wjgyks facing jfechias^Bay. A powder magazine is located within theL ea^th 
works. Archeological explorations were conducted by Mr. Wendell JfecJ^pck 
of the Fa^rHs^rW'Miiseuii^ 'Bockland, Maine during tKeTyear ijP&ij. and 19^5, 
relatln|[j£o ^ie "pbjJ'deiFmagazine.
^^ainnairrielits^^ original Fort O'Brien haye been left on the 
site*^ lEerie is aii 1857^Napoleon cannon which was brought to the site some 
years ago.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)
Fort O'Brien's history dates back to the first naval battle of the 
olutionary Wkr which took place near the mouth of the Machias River on 
June 12, 1^T§, A few weeks after the Battle of Lexington and Concord 
a Machiasport shipowner, Ichabod Jones was escorted to Machiasport by the 
British ship "Maragaretta". The British captain was to make sure that Jone 
returned to Boston with lumber with which barracks were to be built. The 
Machiasport townspeople reacted to such an unsavory prospect and captured 
the "Margaretta". Theybownspeople were led in these revolutionary activitie 
by one Jeremiah O'Br^en as well as by other members of the O'Brien family. 
The following month the Machias area men repulsed a retali/Eory raid by a 
Nova Scotia based British schooner. The British then sent Sir George 
Collier with the "Ranger" and three other boats to punish the rebels. 
The Colonists led by the O'Briens had erected a breastworks hoping to re­ 
pulse the British. The fortifications did not prove to be strong enough 
however, and Collier routed the local force and burned several buildings 
before his fleet moved on.
After the Collier raid, Washington ordered a regiment of militia recruited 
and sent to protect the settlement. In 1?81 Fort O'Brien was made par^5 of 
the National defense. The British, however, did not return until 18 
when they took the fort and burned the barracks. The fort was again 
in 1863, during the Civil War because of fear of Confederate privateer raids 
but was not attacked.

fortified



Dunnack, Henry E., Maine Forts, Augusta, Maine, Charles E. Nash
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Boston, (Houghton Miffin Company 1937) p. 236 _
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY
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COUNTY:
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National ...QQ V* state D Local O

Nar

Title

Date

Lawrence Stuart 

Director

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hisfon

Date OCTl 1969
ATTEST:

Date

Keeper of The National Registetf
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)
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Washington
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U. S. G. S. ?%' quadrangle

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundories where required.

2. North crrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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