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Friedberg, Betsy @ SEC

From: Petrisko, Pete @ SEC

Sent: Monday, June 13,2011 11;39 AM (MAUIASIXA
To: Friedberg, Betsy @ SEC
Subject: Allen House, Newton

'h
[ 0

Address change from 25 Webster Street to 35 Webster Street. Nomination has it all as 26 Webster, but all other sources such as
assessors records have it as 35 Webster.

6/13/2011



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Comm;ssiAu

RECEIVED 2280
June 21, 2011
Mr. J. Paul Loether
National Regider of Historic Faces NAT. REGISTER OF HISTORIC SLACES
Department of the Interior NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Nationa Pak Savice
1201 Bye Street, NW 8"'floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Re: Technical correction for the Nathaniel Topiiff Allen Homestead, Middlesex County, MA
(NPS #78000457)

We have recently been informed that the correct dreet addressfor the Allen Homesteed, Newton, MA,
liged individualy on January 9, 1978, should be 35 Wedter Stredt, ingtead of 25 Webgter Stredt. This
hes bean determined by acheck of assessor's records from the City of Newton.

Heese let me know if you nesd additional information to correct your records.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg A
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

XC: Newton Historical Commisson
Brian Lever, City of Newton

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 < Fax:(617) 727-5128
www. sec. state, ma. usmhc



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT GF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER F HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: ADDI TI ONAL DOCOUMENTATI ON

PROPERTY  Allen, Nathaniel Topiiff, Honestead
NAME

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GANTY. NASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECE! VED. 6/ 22/ 11 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST:

DATE G- 16THDAY. DATE GF 45TH DAY: 8/07/11

DATE G- WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 78000457

NCM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL N DATA PRBBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS

N PDI L: N PER D, N PROERAM UNAPPROVED
REQEST N SAWLE N SLR DFIAFT: N NATI ONAL:

GOMMENT VA VER N
ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

Additiona Dooumaniatian Approved

RECOM / CRI Tggl

REVI EWER DI SCI PLI NE

TELEPHONE DATE /' L(
DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N

[f anomnation i sreturned t othe nomnating authority, t he
nom nation i s no longer under consideration by the NPS
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENTGETHE INTERIOR ’ TR
NATIONAL PARK. SrncE R NPS USELONLY _
RECEIVED JUL 121977

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES m 8

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM DATEENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS INWOWrO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES - COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

INAME

HISTORIC . . .
j*M~athaniSI Topliffc Allen\Homestead

AND/OR COMMON
Allen House

LOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

25 Webster Street
—NOT FOR PUBUCATION

CITY, TOWN RESSIONAL DISTRICT
Newton
VICINITY OF
STATE CODE M |
M assachusetts 025 6 sex 6N
CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—DISTRICT —PUBLIC . AOCCUPIED AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
X_BUILDING(S) 2¥PRNVATE —UNOCCUPIED COMMERCIAL —PARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL APRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT  —RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS XYES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—BEING CONSIDERED — YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
—NO —MILITARY —OTHER:

OWNER OF PROPERTY
Estate of Ruby Keefer, Legatees: Trinity Church, Boston"
AtAtAnltarlan Church, West Newton; Radcliffe College; Smth College,

AM"Ngston" Patrick, Wllard & Redding, Counsellors at Law
8li State Street

ClTYYEVOVNSl[OH VICINITY OF I\S/ITQIT;ES. 02109
LOCATION OFLEGAL DESCRIPTION

RESIRYCDHEIc Middlesex County Registry of Deeds, Southern District
STREET & NUMBER
208 Cambridge Street

CITY, TOWN STATE

Cambridge Massachusetts, 021 4l
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
NN I nventory of theHistoric Assets of t he Commonweal th
DATE

]-977 -FEDERAL JisTATE —COUNTY —LOCAL

owd' Fymnx  Massachus611s Historical Conm sSion

CITY, TOWN Boston STATE



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT *—DETERIORATED —UNALTERED XoRIGINAL SITE
Y
—GOOD —RUINS lIALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Nathaniel T. Allen Honestead and school occLipies alarge site onthe comer

of Wbster and Cherry Street i napredomnantly residential area of Newon. A

U shaped drive off Vebster Street follows theeast elevation of thehouse to the

front of the school. The property i sseparated fromVebster Street by al owstone wall.

The structure has aplan of three largely discrete units: thehouse, dormtory, and
school . The residence was built between 1848 and 1852 for Dr. John H & ephenson,
nost probably by alocal builder, Mlo Lucas. The dormtory totherear of thehouse
Is asubsequent addition. | tisbelievedthat theattached school, because of its
unusual I'y joined, heavy tinber frane, fornerly functionedas a bbamand nay wel |
pre-date the house.

The Geek Revival house i s a stor?/ cl apboarded structure, thecore of whichi s
covered by aridge roof with twotall chinmneys. Awi de nol ded entabl at ure runs
continuously around thebuilding. Wde comnerboards are headed by nol ded capitals.
The four bay wi de facade faces south toward Vbster Street. | tisdomnated by a

two story lonic portico running thefull lengthof the facade. Three steps leadto a
bal ustraded open porch i ntheportico. Fenestrationi striple hung floor to ceiling
wndows onthefirst story and &6 onthe second story. Thewest elevation has a two
bay deelo, one story entrance portico, supported by four fluted lonic col unms and

three flat colums at the comers. The w de entabl aturesupports aporch with nol ded
panel railings. French doors headed by five lights lead onto this porch fromthe

sout hem end of t he second story. Totheleft of these doors i sa &6 wndow and a
pentagonal bay containingthree 44 wndows. The tri an?ul ar pediment i nthe gable
above has two 66 w ndows. The east elevation has twotloor toceiling wndows and
anorthemendflat roof entrance portico supported by twolonic colunms. The second
story has three &6 w ndows; the gable pedi nent contains two &6 w ndows.

The interior plan of thehouse shows symmetry i nthe square front roons and then
extends northward through three laterally partitioned slots toadjoin thenan school
structure t o thehouse, comer toconer. Anunusual interior featurei sthe hand-
drawn el evator fromthefirst to second floor. |tispresuned that it was installed
when Al len's el derly nother lived with hi mduring the 1880's.

The dormtory, which was built i nthelate 19thcentury, i satwostory, flat-roofed
addition of utilitarian construction. | tisstructurally continguous with boththe
house and t he school at their juncture. |ts gable roof contains atall chimey and

a large dorner on the east elevation. Access toand fromboth adLoi ning buildings is
through alarge panel | ed dining roomw th built-in wall |ength cabinetryand bookshel ves,

The three bay wi de south facade of the school presents alarge frontal gable with
symetrical attached pavilions. The entrance i sonthewestem endandi senclosedi n
-a gl ass paned Porch f1 anked by nol ded round pilasters and headed by a huge fanlight

in thetriangul ar pedi ment over the door. Thefive first story wndows are shaded by
atrellis. There are three second story w ndows, andthe triangularly pedi nmented gable
contains anolded omanent i ntlie typanum
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The first story wndows |ight alarge classroomwith tinber ceilingbeans and an
i ngl enook fireplace. Adouble volune gyinnasiumarea with an overlooking gallery
occupi es thenmgjor space i n theschool building. Theremaining area to thenorthis
reserved as abamwith itsexit onthewest elevation facing Oerry Street. The

second floor i sabowingalleywhichruns theentire length beneath the eaves and
above t he cl assroom and gym

Mich of the conplex's original furnishings, libraries andeducational aids renain
in good condition.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC ~ —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
— 1600-1699 AARCHITECTURE - . Y —MILITARY -AOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
— 1700-1799 ART HEDUCATION —MUSIC —THEATER
71800-1899 —COMMERCE —ENGINEERING —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT — POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INDUSTRY
INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1848-1852 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Probably Milo Lucas

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Nathaniel T. Allen Honestead i s si ?nificant as t he hone and school of the pro-
mnent 19th century educator, Nathaniel Topiiff Allen, and as afine exanpl e of

Geek Revival architecture. Allen introducednovel prograns and teaching nethods in-
to his progressive Vst Newton Engl i sh and Cl assical School which he founded in

1854. He established here one of the earliest kindergartens inthe US Physical
education was apart of the school's curriculum which was al so an innovation,

The school was integrated with students fromall over the world andenrolled Black
children even before the Civil Vr. The school was anong the earliest to place
enphasis onequal education for boys andgirls inall arts and sciences. The broad
curriculumincl uded such subjects as geol ogy, chemstry, andpolitical geography, as
wel | as nore standard classes inliberal arts. Persons involvedinthe controversial
political andsocial scene were invited to the school to speak. Students livedin
the hones of instructors or resided inthe largeAllen house. Such a "hone school "
al l owned for alnost continual education. The students were encouraged to participate
inall aspects of community [ife, andthus t odevelop their sense of responsibility
and t hought f ul ness.

Nat haniel T. Allen attended Massachusetts' first normal school at Bridgewater where he
showed great promse. |In 1847 he was engaged by Horace Mann, first Secretary of the
Massachusetts Board of Education, to assist i nthe devel opnent of a"nodel school”
in Vst Newton where a new normal school had been opened. The "nodel school " enrolled
local children i nan arangenent with the town and provided an opportunityfor the nor-
mal school students to experinent with neweducational techniques intheir practice

A teaching. The Vést Newton Nornmal School becane a showcase teacher training school,
attracting observers andstudents fromall over the nation. |t was soon forced to
expand and therefore relocate. The school noved to Framnghami n 1853; it i s now
known as FramnghamState Col | ege. That sane year, Horace Mann becane president of
the newAntioch College i nChio, but persuaded Allen to remain i nVést Newton and
open aprivate school inthe ol dnormal school building, incorporating the nost
advanced ideas i n education. o

The Vst Newton English and Cl assical School, better known as the Allen School, was
opened i n 1854 with 38students. Allen purchased the original normal school building
on \éshington Street, aswell asthe | arge house on \ebster Street. The house was

| arge enough to serve both as a hone for his famly and for agroip of his students.
The school expanded qui ckly so that soon 160 students were enrol | ed, anuniber of them



QMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Nat haniel Topiiff Allen: Teacher. Reformer, Philanthropist, by I\/B[FK A
Greene, printed Brlvatel 1 906, e

_ . (editions i nJackson Honestead and
Newt on Public Library, Wt on)

Menories of M Hone, by Lucy Ellis Allen, printed privately 1926,
(Jackson Homestead, Newt on)

The Aliens i nEducation, by Lucy Ellis Allen, 1938, (Jackson Homest ead,

EQGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY  less

than 2 acres
UTM REFERENCES

Am P 401 ppP B6 Ot Bl .11 Lol , . [lelels.l
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
CLU [lell .l el . .]ee] D, el . 11,1 .1, et
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE

CODE CcSuNTY CODE

SIFORM PREPARED BY

METTEBI ai ne Mallory & Joseph Orfant, National Register Editor
(Elsie M Husher, Chairman, Newton Historical Conm ssion)
ORGANIZATION

DATE
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion June 13, 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
294 Washi ngton Street 617-727-8470
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Boston \

Mass. 02108
HSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS;
NATIONAL

STATE LOCAL"A><”

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National ParkService.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE . Cl . . DATE
Executive Director, Mass. HTstorlcaI Comm.
FOR NPS USE ONLY

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

DAIE Z'-NI*"

ATTEST: IV >n J f3i>v tr A

DATE

OPO 892- 453
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day students from Newt on. thetinme theschool closed alnost 50 years |ater,

there were nore than 5,000 al unni representing every state in theUS aswell as
Central and South Anerica, The Azores, Vst |ndies, Engl and, France, Italy, Spain,
Gernany, Saeden and Japan. Anong t he al umni were university professors, judges,
doctors, statesmen, explorers, naturalists, engineers, inventors, artists and witers.

Nathaniel T. Allen, hisseveral brothers and nany of their children and grandchildren
have been and remain promnent i n every sector of thefield of education i ntheUS
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Maj 10¢ 1978

Mr. Cbarlea J. Thoniaa N

Coogunlty Devdopment Coordloator

City Hall Do 'y o\ ' e LI
1000 Ccnmaonvedtb Avenue 'eie _r e e A
Hewtoa. Massachusetts 02159 o Neley,

DearHr. Thomas. ~ AL o N e

OCaApril 27, 1978, the Council received a determination froa the City

of Newton that xrestoration of the Hathanlel Allen Houssg Nevton.

HaaaachuaettB. uatng CaranuniCy Devdopment Block Grant funds, would not adversely
affect that property that is included in the National Register of Historic
Places. The Executive Director does not object to your determination.

A copy of your determination of no adverae effect* along with supporting
documentation and this concurrence® should be included in any assessment
or statement pr«p»red for thla undertaking in compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence
of your compliance %dth Section 106 of tha National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 470f» as amended* 90 Stat. 1320).

Tour ccQtlnued cooperation |s appreciated.

V'- Sincerely yours,

Myra F. Harrison

Assistant Director

Office of Review
and Conpllance

SHPO-4fAss. FLO-HUD HCRS
ORC: Conway :kbs 5-10
Plle:M & /Nathanlal Allen Hou8e/106/City/Rehabilitation

HB7 & CLOSED

».
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ENTRI ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REG STER
STATE MSSAQPSETTS

0 Jl'' Date Entered wWN9 1979
*  Nae L ocation
E&sty Pudding A ub '\Cﬂ?é(“jlrgg(e County
tfBon Trust Gonpany Springfield

AlUa., Hathanl el TopUff, Booaataad

Alien, Abel, House

A soWtified

Hon. Edvard W Brooke

Bern. Edvard M Kennedy

Bon. Thotaas P. O Neill, Jr.
Uon, Eoward P. Bol and

Hon. Robert F. Drlnaa

Regional Director* North Atlantic Region

Bai”ea County
Kevt on
M ddl esex County

st on
Middlesex CoTinty

State Historic Preservation O ficer

Ms. Elizabeth R Ansdon

Executive Director, Hassachoaette
Hi storical Gonnssl oA

294 \Mdshington Street

Bost on, Massachusette 02108
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Skl d aIe gry:E\(S Icounty code'-

Allen, Nathaniel Topiiff, Homestead Allen House PANS 1941 17
(SLOCATION street & number city / town vicinity of state ) county (6)NPS REGION
25 Webster St. Newton MA Middlesex
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