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Friedberg, Betsy @ SEC 

From: Petrisko, Pete @ SEC 

Sent: Monday, June 13, 2011 11;39 AM (^^^UlA/iX^ 'h 

To: Friedberg, Betsy @ SEC i 0 

Subject: Allen House, Newton 

Address change from 25 Webster Street to 35 Webster Street. Nomination has it all as 26 Webster, but all other sources such as 
assessors records have it as 35 Webster. ; 

6/13/2011 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Comm;ssiAu 

June 21, 2011 

Mr. J. Paul Loether 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW 8"'floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

RECEIVED 2280 

NAT. REGISTER OF HlSTORiC ;>LACES 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Re: Technical correction for the Nathaniel Topiiff Allen Homestead, Middlesex County, MA 
(NPS #78000457) 

We have recently been informed that the correct street address for the Allen Homestead, Newton, MA, 
listed individually on January 9, 1978, should be 35 Webster Street, instead of 25 Webster Street. This 
has been determined by a check of assessor's records from the City of Newton. 

Please let me know if you need additional information to correct your records. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg A 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

XC: Newton Historical Commission 
Brian Lever, City of Newton 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax:(617) 727-5128 

www. sec. state, ma. us/mhc 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

PROPERTY A l l e n , Nathaniel T o p i i f f , Homestead 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

STATE Sc COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

6/22/11 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 8/07/11 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 78000457 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: APPEAL 
OTHER: N PDIL: 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

ACCEPT RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

N PERIOD; N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
N SLR DFIAFT: N NATIONAL: 

N 
N 
N 

REJECT DATE 

Additional Documentation Approved 

RECOM./CRITggl 

REVIEWER 

TELEPHONE 

DISCIPLINE 

DATE ^ ' L( 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

I f a nomination i s ret u r n e d t o the nominating a u t h o r i t y , the 
nomination i s no longer under c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the NPS. 
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I NAME 
HISTORIC 

j ^ l ^ a t h a n i S l T o p l i f f ^ A l l e n \ H o m e s t e a d 
AND/OR COMMON 

A l l e n House 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

25 Webs ter S t r e e t 
—NOT FOR PUBUCATION 

CITY, TOWN 
Newton 

VICINITY OF 

RESSIONAL DISTRICT 

STATE CODE 

Massachuse t t s 02 5 M l 6 sex 6n 
CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
—DISTRICT 

X_BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
—PUBLIC • 

2̂ PRIVATE 
—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
^OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
X Y E S : RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

COMMERCIAL —PARK 

—EDUCATIONAL ^PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—MILITARY —OTHER: 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
Estate of Ruby Keefer, Legatees: T r i n i t y Church, Boston^ 

^'^"^nltarlan Church, West Newton;Radcliffe College; Smith College, 

^̂ "̂ Weston" Patrick, W i l l a r d & Redding, Counsellors at Law  
81i State Street 

CITY, TOWN , 

B o s t o n VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Mass. 02109 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 

REGisTRYOFDEEDs,ETc M i d d l e s e x County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds, S o u t h e r n D i s t r i c t 
STREET & NUMBER 

208 Cambridge S t r e e t 
CITY, TOWN 

Cambridge 
STATE 

Massachusetts,02l4l 

3 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
'̂ "̂ ^ Inventory of the Histo r i c Assets of the Commonwealth 

DATE 
1977 -FEDERAL JisTATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

cnuu!'J=̂rn»n« Massachus611s H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

CITY, TOWN Bos ton STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDIT ION C H E C K ONE C H E C K ONE 

—EXCELLENT •^—DETERIORATED —UNALTERED XoRIGINAL SITE 
Y 

—GOOD —RUINS liALTERED —MOVED DATE 
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

" DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Nathaniel T. Allen Homestead and school occLipies a large site on the comer 
o£ Webster and Cherry Street in a predominantly residential area o£ Newton. A 
U-shaped drive o f f Webster Street follows the east elevation o£ the house to the 
front of the school. The property is separated from Webster Street by a low stone wall. 

The structure has a plan of three largely discrete units: the house, dormitory, and 
school. The residence was built between 1848 and 1852 for Dr. John H. Stephenson, 
most probably by a local builder, Milo Lucas. The dormitory to the rear of the house 
is a subsequent addition. I t is believed that the attached school, because of its 
unusually joined, heavy timber frame, formerly functioned as a bam and may well 
pre-date the house. 

The Greek Revival house is a story clapboarded structure, the core of which is 
covered by a ridge roof with two t a l l chimneys. A wide molded entablature runs 
continuously around the building. Wide comerboards are headed by molded capitals. 
The four bay wide facade faces south toward Webster Street. I t is dominated by a 
two story Ionic portico running the f u l l length of the facade. Three steps lead to a 
balustraded open porch in the portico. Fenestration is triple hung floor to ceiling 
windows on the f i r s t story and 6/6 on the second story. The west elevation has a two 
bay deep, one story entrance portico, supported by four fluted Ionic columns and 
three flat columns at the comers. The wide entablature supports a porch with molded 
panel railings. French doors headed by five lights lead onto this porch from the 
southem end of the second story. To the l e f t of these doors is a 6/6 window and a 
pentagonal bay containing three 4/4 windows. The triangular pediment in the gable 
above has two 6/6 windows. The east elevation has two floor to ceiling windows and 
a northem end fl a t roof entrance portico supported by two Ionic columns. The second 
story has three 6/6 windows; the gable pediment contains two 6/6 windows. 

The interior plan of the house shows symmetry in the square front rooms and then 
extends northward through three laterally partitioned slots to adjoin the main school 
structure to the house, comer to comer. An unusual interior feature is the hand-
drawn elevator from the f i r s t to second floor. I t is presumed that i t was installed 
when Allen's elderly mother lived with him during the 1880's. 

The dormitory, which was built in the late 19th century, is a two story, flat-roofed 
addition of utilitarian construction. I t is structurally continguous with both the 
house and the school at their juncture. Its gable roof contains a t a l l chimney and 
a large dormer on the east elevation. Access to and from both adjoining buildings is 
through a large panelled dining room with built-in wall length cabinetry and bookshelves, 

The three bay wide south facade of the school presents a large frontal gable with 
symmetrical attached pavilions. The entrance is on the westem end and is enclosed in 
-a glass paned porch flanked by molded round pilasters and headed by a huge fanlight 
in the triangular pediment over the door. The five f i r s t story windows are shaded by 
a t r e l l i s . There are three second story windows, and the triangularly pedimented gable 
contains a molded omament in tlie typanum. 
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The f i r s t story windows light a large classroom with timber ceiling beams and an 
inglenook fireplace. A double volume gyinnasium area with an overlooking gallery 
occupies the major space in the school building. The remaining area to the north is 
reserved as a bam with i t s exit on the west elevation facing Oierry Street. The 

f second floor is a bowling alley which runs the entire length beneath the eaves and 
I above the classroom and gym. 

Much of the conplex's original furnishings, libraries and educational aids remain 
in good condition. 
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PERIOD 
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— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 
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ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

Y 
l iEDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 
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—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 
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—THEATER 
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SPECIFIC DATES l 8 4 8 - l 8 5 2 BUILDER/ARCHITECT P r o b a b l y M i l o L u c a s 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Nathaniel T. Allen Homestead is significant as the home and school of the pro­
minent 19th century educator, Nathaniel Topiiff Allen, and as a fine example of 
Greek Revival architecture. Allen introduced novel programs and teaching methods in­
to his progressive West Newton English and Classical School which he founded in 
1854. He established here one of the earliest kindergartens in the U.S. Physical 
education was a part of the school's curriculum, which was also an innovation. 

The school was integrated with students from a l l over the world and enrolled Black 
children even before the Civil War. The school was among the earliest to place 
enphasis on equal education for boys and girls in a l l arts and sciences. The broad 
curriculum included such subjects as geology, chemistry, and political geography, as 
well as more standard classes in liberal arts. Persons involved in the controversial 
political and social scene were invited to the school to speak. Students lived in 
the homes of instructors or resided in the large Allen house. Such a "home school" 
allowed for almost continual education. The students were encouraged to participate 
in a l l aspects of community l i f e , and thus to develop their sense of responsibility 
and thoughtfulness. 

Nathaniel T. Allen attended Massachusetts' f i r s t normal school at Bridgewater where he 
showed great promise. In 1847 he was engaged by Horace Mann, f i r s t Secretary of the 
Massachusetts Board of Education, to assist in the development of a "model school" 
in West Newton where a new normal school had been opened. The "model school" enrolled 
local children in an arangement with the town and provided an opportunity for the nor­
mal school students to experiment with new educational techniques in their practice 

^ teaching. The West Newton Normal School became a showcase teacher training school, 
attracting observers and students from a l l over the nation. I t was soon forced to 
expand and therefore relocate. The school moved to Framingham in 1853; i t is now 
known as Framingham State College. That same year, Horace Mann became president of 
the new Antioch College in Ohio, but persuaded Allen to remain in West Newton and 
open a private school in the old normal school building, incorporating the most 
advanced ideas in education. •' 

The West Newton English and Classical School, better known as the Allen School, was 
opened in 1854 with 38 students. Allen purchased the original normal school building 
on Washington Street, as well as the large house on Webster Street. The house was 
large enough to serve both as a home for his family and for a groip of his students. 
The school expanded quickly so that soon 160 students were enrolled, a number of them 



QMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
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HSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS; 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL^><^ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) , I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National ParkService. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE , . . . . . . 

T I T L E _ . . „ . , (C/_. n DATE 
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FOR NPS USE ONLY 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
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day students from Newton. By the time the school closed almost 50 years later, 
there were more than 5,000 alumni representing every state in the U.S. as well as 
Central and South America, The Azores, West Indies, England, France, Italy, Spain, 
Germany, Sweden and Japan. Among the alumni were university professors, judges, 
doctors, statesmen, explorers, naturalists, engineers, inventors, artists and writers. 

Nathaniel T. Allen, his several brothers and many of their children and grandchildren 
have been and remain prominent in every sector of the field of education in the U.S. 
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Maj 10* 1978 

Mr. Cbarlea J . Thoniaa ^ 
Coostunlty Development Coordloator 
City Hall : : 'y \ ' • ... J.^ / 
1000 Ccnmaonvealtb Avenue ' • ; • -r • • ^ 
Hewtoa. Massachusetts 02159 • . ^ • '• y . 

DearHr. Thomas: ^ " ^/' ' - ^ • ' 

Oa April 27, 1978, the Council received a determination froa the City 
of Newton that xrestoration of the Hathanlel Allen Houseq Nevton. 
HaaaachuaettB. uatng CoroinunlCy Development Block Grant funds, would not adversely 
affect that property that i s included in the National Register of Historic 
Places. The Executive Director does not object to your determination. 

A copy of your determination of no adverae effect* along with supporting 
documentation and this concurrence^ should be included in any assessment 
or statement pr«p»red for thla undertaking in compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence 
of your compliance %d.th Section 106 of tha National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 470f» as amended* 90 Stat. 1320). 

Tour ccQtlnued cooperation I s appreciated. . . : 

iV"-- Sincerely yours, " " . 

Myra F . Harrison 
Assistant Director 
Office of Review 

and Conpllance 

SHP0-4fAss. FLO-HUD .HCRS 
ORC: Conway :kbs 5-10 
Plle:M&/Nathanlal Allen Hou8e/106/City/Rehabilitation 

HB7 & CLOSED 

»: 
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Hon. Edvard W. Brooke 
Bern. Edvard M. Kennedy 
Bon. Thotaas P. O'Neill, Jr. 
Uon, Edward P. Boland 
Hon. Robert F. Drlnaa 

Regional Director* North Atlantic Region 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Elizabeth R. Atnsdon 
Executive Director, Hassachoaette 

Historical ConmlssloA 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusette 02108 
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