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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The I & M Building is a two^story brick and limestone commercial building 
with Georgian Revival detailing. The ground floor of the building is composed 
of native limestone with large plate glass windows. The upper story is composed 
of brick laid in common bond on the west facade and in header and mozaic patterns 
on the north facade. The west facade is divided into twelve bays with pilaster 
divisions on the ground floor. The north facade has three bays with a large square 
central bay and flanking arch windows.

A unique feature of the building are the decorative carved limestone panels 
on the NW and NE corners of the ground floor which include such unusual motifs 
as eagles, Indian heads, buffalo heads and sheafs of wheat.

The interior of the building features marble floors, oak door and window 
surrounds, and wainscotting along the stairway. The front corner office has 
the most elaborate interior details with an ornamental cast plaster ceiling and 
frieze moldings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The I & M Building is significant because of its fine architectural design and its 
association with two prominent Colorado businessmen, W.C. Harris and George Henderson.

W.C. Harris was born May 22, 1870 and came to Sterling with his parents in a covered wagon 
in 1875. He was in the first graduating class of Logan County High School in 1890. He 
first taught school; clerked in a store; bought and sold produce; gathered and sold bones 
for fertilizer; and then entered the cattle business in 1906, His fortunes grew and by 
1914 he entered a partnership with Ora Haley of Denver and formed the Haley-Harris Co., 
a business of farming, ranching, and cattle feeding. It was a merger of extensive ranch 
and farm holdings in Colorado and Wyoming primarily and was recognized as one of the 
largest feeding operations in the United States. This partnership period lasted until 
1920 and was dissolved due to the death of Ora Haley in December 1919. New companies 
were formed in the name of W.C. Harris Grain Company and W.C. Harris Cattle Company with 
holdings of grain elevators in Colorado, Nebraska, Illinois, Montana, Idaho, and California

During this time of great prosperity, W.C. Harris began a building on May 20, 1919 on the 
corner of 3rd and Main Street. It was a two story structure with the possibility of 
adding more stories. The architect was Eugene Groves of Denver, Colorado, and was to be 
earthquake and fireproof. With the many business ventures that W.C. Harris had undertaken 
it was necessary for him to borrow considerable amounts of money from the bank of Mr. Georg 
A. Henderson. It was thru a transfer of accounts that Mr. Henderson purchased the partial] 
constructed building on November 11, 1920 (Armistice Day). He named the building the 
I. & M. Building for his two daughters, Isabel and Mildred. Mr. Henderson finished the 
construction of the building and located his investment business in the corner office, 
where it remains today and is managed by his grandson, Herbert Henderson Vandemoer.

Mr. Henderson was born in Delaware County, New York in 1850 and came to Sterling from 
Iowa in 1887 and founded a general store (1887-1928). He prospered in this business and 
became internationally known as an alfalfa seed exporter. During this period he founded 
the First National Bank of Sterling (1900-1920) and became president of the Sterling Lumbe] 
and Investment Company. The latter company consisted of thirty-four lumber yards in five 
states. Mr. Henderson served as a city council member for many years and was town 
treasurer from 1890-1892 with an honorary salary. He served as Mayor in 1895 and again in 
1900.

The I & M Building remains one of the outstanding buildings in Sterling because of its 
superb construction, and has been unaltered from its original appearance. It merits 
nomination both on its architectural quality and its association with two of Colorado's wel 
known pioneers.
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