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The Hubert Brown-Daniel Stout house on the Maple Grove Road is an example of
pioneer craftsmanship. An unusual and attractive pioneer farmhouse, it was
built by Daniel Stout and, according to a grandson who was still living in
1943, his son-in-law, JB, whose initials are carved in the keystone above
the front door. o

For the outside walls, Daniel used stone struck from the hills of his own
farm, leaving the stones rough and laying them up meticulously in a random
pattern. Of poplar, beautifully crafted are the wide doors, the mitred
framework around the doors and windows, fireplace mantels and wainscoting.
All the lumber for these, and other parts of the house, is believed to have
been cut from trees grown on Daniel'!s quarter section of land to which he
was given a land grant deed, signed by President James Monroe, in 1818.

Daniel Stout had a grist mill on his farm near Stout's Creek. He served under

General William Henry Harrison in the Army and remained in his service after<
wards when Harrison was appointed territorial governor of the Northwest
Territory in 1800. It is believed Stout also helped build Grouseland, Har-

rison's home in Vincennes, Indiana which he occupied during his tenure as goy-

ernor of the Territory, thus acquiring a liking for that style of architect-
ure, and some knowledge of how to reproduce it in his own farmhouse on his
farm.

Originally there was a fireplace in each of the L4 rooms in this 2-story
house, The two upstairs rooms were bedrooms, and reached by an outside
stairway along the north wall., The two downstairs rooms were separated by
a wall of random width poplar boards. The east room was the kitchen. Win-
dows 22 inches deep were set on sills of wide stone slab, .

The house went out of the Stout family in 1913. By 19L3, when the Browns
acquired the house, its outside stairway had been removed. Access to the
upstairs bedrooms was by a crude ladderlike stairway and a hole cut into the
ceiling of the downstairs west room., The fireplace in that room had been
removed, the board wall between the rooms damaged beyond repair.

On restoring the house and adding a small wing to contain the essential
kitchen, bathroom, hall and stairway, Hubert Brown used his own skill...an
understanding of the nature and versatility of limestone...and carefully folj
lowed Daniel's original pattern of stone placement. Removal of the damaged
wall made the downstairs into one large living-dining room with the large
fireplace remaining, in the east end.

The house is comfortably equipped with modern convenience, livable, and
does not have a museum look, but has retained its original feeling and
character throughout. >> W9/
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The Stout-Brown house, built in 1828, is the qldest survivimg house in Mon-
roe County, a landmark along the Maple Grove Road, and significant in its
“portrayal of pioneer resourcqfqlness and good taste.

In describing this house, which is included in Wilbur Peat's Indiana Houses
of the 19th Century, Mr. Peat says, "The small Federal town residences of
The gable-roof type with three windows across the front and usually two
stories high, tend to be, like their larger brothers, severely plain,
the best examples from the standpoint of architectural design is .... the
Stout-Brown country house, west of Bloomington, built of stone.
dows .... are capped with cut stone blocks in keeping with the treatment
of windows during the EnglishRenaissance and Georgian eras,"

Restored and furnished in keeping with its period and style of architecture,
the Stout-Brown house is a fine example of how pioneers used their .ewn
energy, craftsmanship, and the materials at hand, to accomplish what they

Among

The win-




Wilbur D. Peat,

J

r Indiana Houses of the Nineteenth Century,
Indiana Historical Society, Lakeside Press 1962,

Miriam Mason Swain, Little Jonathan, McMillan, 19kk.

(Additional regerences to the Stout-Brown house have been made in

p. 14, Plate 11,

Catherine Rawlins (great-granddaughter of Daniel Stout), "My Grandfathers",
Yearbook of the Society of Indiana Pioneers, 1947, pp. 11-15.
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