
NPS Form 10-900 
tM2) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

Uni ted States Depar tment of the Inter ior 
National Park Service ' 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
See instructions In How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries—complete applicable sections 

1. Name 

I For NPS use only 

received OCT I 3 1963 

date entered 

historic ^.^^^ Parish Burying T-rf Mnd ( r t r f r r i r d)  

and or common Centre Street Cemetery , 

2. Location 

• • 
street & number Centre Straat , Gorn»r Cotton Stcaat5 'SlA. not for publication 

city, town Newton N/A vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex code 017 

3. Classiffication 
Category 

district 
building{s) 
structure 

_X_site 
object 

Ownership 
_X_ public 

private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
in process 

N/A being considered 

Status 
occupied 

X unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commerciai 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 

X. other: Cemetery 

4. Owner off Property 
name City of Newton 

street & number 1000 Commonwealth Avenue 

city, town Newton Centre tj /A vicinity of state Massachusetts, 02159 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Newton City Archives & Middlesex County Registry of Deeds 

street & number 1000 Commonwealth Avenue & 208 Cambridge Street 

city, t o w n C e n t r e , Cambridge state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the H i s to r i c Assets of 

title the Commonwealth #800 has this property been determined eligible? yes x no 

date 1982 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 



7 . D e s c r i p t i o n East Parish Burying Ground, Newton, MA 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent X deteriorated JL unaltered X original site i 
go^d . . ruins altered moved date 
fair ^ ' - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The East Par ish Bury ing Ground covers about three acres a t the comer o f Centre and 
Cot ton S t ree t s i n Newton Centre . I t was e s t ab l i shed i n 1660 on the s i t e of the C i t y ' s 
e a r l i e s t se t t l ement area , and was added t o i n 1701, 1803, and 1834. I n continuous use 
f rom the 1660's to the mid-n ine teen th cen tu ry , i t a p t l y documents the e v o l u t i o n of the 
c i t y . Because the s i t e was added to over the c e n t u r i e s , i t i s of i r r e g u l a r shape, the 
whole be ing surrounded by a chain l i n k fence supported by a dry stone w a l l . There are 
two t r a f f i c gates , one onto each s t r e e t ^ w h i c h are kept l ocked , and a pedes t r i an entrance 
f a c i n g Centre S t r e e t . The l a n d slopes s t eep ly towards a brook which f lows through the 
densely wooded p rope r ty of the Franciscan S i s t e r s which abuts to the n o r t h and eas t . 
Part o f the l a t t e r p a r c e l may have been town p rope r ty b e f o r e the c o l o n i a l boundaries 
were f i n a l l y s e t t l e d i n the 1760 's . 

The cemetery was enlarged i n 1834, and there i s a marked d i f f e r e n c e i n e l e v a t i o n between 
the n ine t een th -cen tu ry a d d i t i o n and the o r i g i n a l s e c t i o n . I n the 1660 and 1701 sec t ions , 
340 w e s 6 - § a c i f t g s l a t ^ mairker^ r'emaiH,sdme s t and ing i i i c l i i s t iers b u t ' m o s t l y i n r e l a t i v e l y 
s t r a i g h t l i r i e s w i t h numerous g a p s , ' i n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h occas iona l tombs and a few sandstone 
or marble memorials . The o l d e s t remaining marker, d a t i n g f rom 1672, i s l oca t ed i n t h i s 
area (photo #2 ) . A row of tonibs, now a l l sea led , was dug i n t o the toe of the western 
slope i n 1803; f o u r sealed tombs remain i n t h i s area. At the h ighes t p o i n t a marble 
o b e l i s k marks the s i t e of the f i r s t Meet ing House which s tood there f r o m 1660 to 1697. 
The schoo l , the t r a i n i n g f i e l d , and poss ib l e the pound were a l so i n t h i s v i c i n i t y , but 
t o date no evidence o f s p e c i f i c l o c a t i o n s has been found . 

I n the 1834 a d d i t i o n , f a m i l y p l o t s are l a i d , o u t a gî 4-4 p a t t e r n p i i r e l a t i v e l y f l a t 
t e r r a i n . Most were a t one t ime enclosed, probably w i t h i r o n chains , and many of the 
g r a n i t e suppor t s , some w i t h hooks s t i l l i n p l ace , r ema in . 

This s e c t i o n o f the b u r y i n g ground now contains 75 markers . Gravestone carv ings i n the 
b u r y i n g gound r e f l e c t the way A t t i t u d e s towards death have changed over the c e n t u r i e s . 
Designs inc lude death 's head (photo # 3 ) , winged cherub (photo # 5 ) , " p o r t r a i t " (photo # 6 ) , 
and c l a s s i c a l s t andard ized u r n and w i l l o w memorials (photo #9 ) . A hearse house stood 
i n the northwest comer of the cemetery. The o r i g i n a l d r i v e and walkways are overgrown 
and b a r e l y d i s c e m a b l e , and i t i s imposs ib le to be c e r t a i n which of the mature trees 
were ' pa r t of some at tempt a t landscaping and which j u s t grew n a t u r a l l y . 



8. Signifficance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 

JL-1700-1799 
_J{_ 1800-1899 

1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 

^ a r t 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 

X exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture _ 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specif ic dates 1 6 6 0 - m i d 1800 ' s Builder/Architect I^ /A 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The East Par i sh Bury ing Ground possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , des ign , s e t t i ng^ 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t serves as the on ly e x i s t i n g p h y s i c a l l i n k 
w i t h the 17th century o r i g i n s of the C i t y of Newton and i t s e a r l y f a m i l i e s . I t a l so 
provides an e x c e l l e n t record o f New England f u n e r a r y a r t as p o r t r a y e d f r o m the 
seventeenth through the n ine teen th c e n t u r i e s , i n c l u d i n g the work of s eve ra l no tab le 
s t o n e c u t t e r s . The cemetery meets c r i t e r i a A, B , and C of the N a t i o n a l Reg i s t e r of 
H i s t o r i c Places. 

At,,.,.-. 

To prov ide the i n h a b i t a n t s o f Cambridge l i v i n g south of the Charles River w i t h a . s i t e 
f o r a b u r y i n g place and a meeting house, an acre of ground was g iven to the o u t l y i n g 
community i n 1660. I n 1688, Newton was i n c o r p o r a t e d as a separate town and j u s t over 
a decade l a t e r a f u r t h e r grant p rovided room f o r the school, the t r a i n i n g ground, and 
p o s s i b l y , the pound. I n the 1720's a l l o f these f a c i l i t i e s , except the b u r y i n g ground, 
were moved to the present Newton Centre where no t r ace o f them remains, so t h a t the 
b u r y i n g ground i s the so l e connect ion w i t h the C i t y ' s beg inn ings . 

This was the only b u r i a l ground i n Newton u n t i l 1781. T h e r e f o r e , almost w i t h o u t 
excep t ion , every e a r l y f a m i l y has at l e a s t one member b u r i e d here . These inc lude many 
v i l l a g e f i r s t s : the f i r s t Town Cle rk ( d i e d 1693) , the f i r s t school teacher ( d i e d 1740), 
the f i r s t Deputy to the General Court ( d i e d 1708), and the f i r s t M i n i s t e r , John E l i o t , 
J r . , son to the Apos t l e t o the I n d i a n s . He was probably the f i r s t t o be b u r i e d 
there (1668) , a l though h i s present tomb i s not o r i g i n a l , having been r epa i r ed by the 
Town i n 1822. I n a d d i t i o r i j , t he re are men who, i n t h e i r , t i m e s , were known beyond the 
Town l i m i t s f o r t h e i r m i l i t a r y e x p l o i t s . Among these are Captain Thomas P ren t i ce who 
moved the Praying Indiar^s to Deer I s l a n d du r ing King P h i l i p ' s War (1675) , ,General 
Michael Jackson, prominent i n the War o f Independence, and General W i l l i a m H u l l , whose 
ac t ions i n the War of 1812 s t i l l f u r n i s h mat te r f o r debate. The gravestones honoring 
these people, and those marking l a t e r b u r i a l s , axe a va luab l e ad junc t to the w r i t t e n 
records a t C i ty H a l l . 

The cemetery remained i n continuous use f rom the 1660's w e l l i n t o the n ine teen th cen tury . 
Thus i t i s pos s ib l e to t r a c e the development of Eastern Massachusetts gravestone ca rv ing 
w i t h o u t l e a v i n g i t s c o n f i n e s . Examples o f the a r t i s t r y of over a dozen carvers who 
worked i n the Greater Boston area may be found here , i n c l u d i n g markers by the w e l l known 
but un-named "Boston Stone-Cut ter " ( f . 1653-95) and the no tab le l o c a l carver D a n i e l 
Hast ings (1749-1803) (photo # 's 7 & 8 ) . 

I n a d d i t i o n , there are i n t e r e s t i n g d i f f e r e n c e s i n d i c a t i v e o f changing c u l t u r a l a t t i t u d e s 
between the almost random p l a c i n g o f graves i n the o l d e s t s e c t i o n , the tombs popular a t the 
t u r n o f the n ine teen th cen tu ry , and the sys temat ic g r i d p a t t e r n o f an area added i n 1834-
only one year b e f o r e the i n c o r p o r a t i o n o f the c o u n t r y ' s f i r s t garden cemetery i n 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, less than 10 mi les away. 



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences 
Forbes, Harriet M e r r i f i e l d , Gravestones of Early New England and the Men who Made Them. 

Boston, Houghton M i f l i n , 1927. P a r t i c u l a r l y pages 28 f f . , 56, 62 f f . , 67. Located 
i n the Newton Free Library, Main Branch, Newton Corner. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3 ac res 

Quadrangle name Newton 

UT M References 

Quadrangle scale 1:24„'000 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

Bounded south by Cotton Street, east and north by land of the Franciscan Sis ters , west 
by Centre Street and City-owned Loring Park. Please.refer to attached map. Plan of Centre 
Street Cemetery. January 1901 as amended November 13, 1918 and f i e ld checked June/July 1983. 
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county code 

state N/A code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

nanie/title 
Mari L. Myer, Program Assistant, wi th Thelma Fleishman, Newton H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date June, 1983 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone(617) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state • Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Nationai Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

-State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

State H i s to r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 
title Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify t^at this property ^ included in the National Register 

date iA 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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Nationai Park Service 

National Register off Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
Continuation sheet Eas t Pa r i sh Bury ing Ground Item number ^ 

iPS^u«»ionty «* 

^f^^mterec i 

Page 

Jackson, F r a n c i s , H i s t o r y of the E a r l y Set t lement o f Newton, County of Middlesex, Mass., 
f rom 1639 to 1800, w i t h a Genealogical Reg i s te r of i t s i n h a b i t a n t s p r i o r to 1800. Boston, 
1854. Pages 71 f f . Located i n the Newton Room, Newton Free L i b r a r y , Main Branch, Newton 
Corner. 

Middlesex Country Reg is t ry of Deeds and Reg i s t ry of Probate . 

Newton Town Records, unpubl i shed . Located i n the C i t y C l e r k ' s v a u l t . C i ty H a l l , 
Commonwealth Avenue. P a r t i c u l a r l y Town Meet ing Records f o r 1701 (Book l A ) , 1757-58 
(Book 1 ) , 1765, 1771 (Book 2) and the decades of the 1820's and 1830's (Book 3 ) . 

Newton Town and C i t y Documents, p r i n t e d , l o c a t e d i n the Newton Room, Newton Free L i b r a r y , 
Main Branch, Newton Corner. Bound Volumes f o r the years 1853 to 1939. 

Smith, Samuel F ranc i s , A H i s t o r y of Newton, Mass. , Town and C i t y f rom i t s E a r l i e s t 
Sett lement to the Present Time, 1630-1880. Boston, 1880. Pages 273-277. Located i n 
the Newton Room, Newton Free L i b r a r y , Main Branch, Newton Comer. 

Personal Communication w i t h Mrs . L a u r e l Gabel of the A s s o c i a t i o n of Gravestone Studies , 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

East Parish Burying Ground 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS . 

Substantive. Eevle« 

CH resubmission 
O nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
CH appeal 

Substantive Review: 

^ M OCT I 3 1983 
Workmg No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: ^JJ'JY.^ 

Date Due: /'Vy'^A ^ — / / / i - 7/}(J> 
Action: t^CCEPT ///J3/S'^^ 

.RETURN. 

. REJECT _ 
Federal Agency: 

• request • appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments 

r 
jiRecom./Criteria _ 

Reviewer 
^ A / C < ^ - ^ ^ ^ - / ^ r ^ ^ : ^ " / / D i s c i p l i n e s ^ 

Y f̂̂ î t'̂ -yji-r̂ '.-̂  ĉ -̂ẑ r ^^ -̂z^— .ztu. / v / ^ '̂̂ ;;̂ Date , //7>/^'->' 

Nomination returned for: 

1. Name 

.technical corrections cited below 7^/^-^ ^ ' * ^ , J ^ ^ f ' ^ ^ ^ j f ^ r 

.substantive reasons discussed below M*^-^, ^ ^ ' ^ l f MoC-/>^'^^^- jClUAU^J 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CH ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

CH unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH alterations/integrity 
CH dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
• clarity ' • ^ 0 
• applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. l\1ajor Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

Q Maps 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 














































