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1. Name of Property 

historic name. Massachusetts State Reform School 

other names/site number Lyman School f o r Boys (preferred) 

2. Location 

street & number Oak S t r e e t 

city or town Westborough 

. KZlAnot for publication 

lOA/icinity 

gfate Massachusetts code MA county Worcester code 027 zip code o i 581 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this 0 nomination 
G request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
Q meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 

• nationally I j j statewide @ locally. ( • See continuation sheet for additional comments.) - " 

of certifying 
a c h u s e t t s 

tifyinq official/Title J u d i k J y B.~ 

additional corr 

!* E i e c u t McDonougtoate* Eiecu'tive Director 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer 

State of Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( Q See continuatkm sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I heretyfcertify that the property is: 

entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 

• determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

• removed from the National 
Register. 

• other, (explain:) 

ignature of the Keeper Date of Action 



I .yman S r h n n i f o r B o y s 
Name of Property 

^3 vid03pl 
W o r c e s t e r C o u n t y , MA 

County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

ffi private f 
• public-local — 
ffi public-State 
• public-Federal 

I Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

'J ci „ 
; ^ • building(s) 

S district 
• site 
• structure 
• object 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing 
31 

Noncontributing 

36 10 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s S t a t e H o s p i t a l s & S t a t e S c h o o l s 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 2 
Nathan Fisher house: NR: 1980 
Maples Cottage NR; 1980 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic: i n s t i t u t i o n a l housing 

Government: correctional f a c i l i t y 
reform school 

Education: school 

Agriculture: storage, f i e l d , animal 

f a c i l i t y , outbuilding 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic: i n s t i t u t i o n a l housing 

Commerce: trade o f f i c e 

Education; research f a c i l i t y 

Government: o f f i c e , courthouse 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

E a r l y R e p u b l i c - F e d e r a l 
Late Victorian — Queen Anne 

19th/20th Revivals - Colonial Revival 
19th/20th American - Craftsman 

IVIaterials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

J . Stone, Concrete 
foundation 

walls B r i c k . Wood-shinglef Clapboard 

roof A s p h a l t : S tone-s la te 

Other. 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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DESCRIPTION 

Location/Surroundings: The former Lyman School campus occupies a 
g e n t l y s l o p i n g , wedge-shaped t r a c t of land on the eastern edge of the 
Central Massachusetts uplands. The o r i g i n a l s i t e was n i n e t y - t h r e e 
acres. The present s i t e comprises approximately 200 acres. I t 
includes a mix of uplands, swamps, a g r i c u l t u r a l f i e l d s , and woodlands, 
w i t h most b u i l d i n g s concentrated on a s i n g l e h i l l t o p and i t s 

^ southwestern slope. The campus l i e s immediately n o r t h of the Boston 
and Worcester Turnpike (State Route 9) w i t h Park Street p r o v i d i n g 
access and Oak Street d e f i n i n g i t s southern edge. M i l k Street (State 
Route 13 5) forms the western boundary. The immediate surroundings of 
the campus are l a r g e l y undeveloped, w i t h the exception of small 
r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhoods along M i l k Street (NW), and along Oak St r e e t 
(SE). I t i s bordered by a Fish and W i l d l i f e Area and Lake Chauncy (N 
and E), the Assabet Brook (N) and a gravel p i t (W). 

S i t e and Landscape: The campus i s centered on the top of scenic 
Powder H i l l , the s i t e of Westborough's f i r s t meetinghouse. I t was the 
f i r s t campus i n the s t a t e system t o adopt the cottage plan, so 
b u i l d i n g s are dispersed on the south and west h i l l slopes. Most of ' • 
these b u i l d i n g s have extensive views i n those d i r e c t i o n s . The main 
access i s from Oak St r e e t , w i t h several p r e - e x i s t i n g farmhouses (#1, 
17, 41, 43) and support b u i l d i n g s s i t e d along t h i s east-west c o r r i d o r . 
Oak St r e e t i s i n t e r s e c t e d by Park S t r e e t , which leads n o r t h from Route 
9 t o a dead end on the southeast slope of the h i l l . The farm complex ' 
(#2-10) occupies the northeast corner of Oak and Park S t r e e t s , w i t h 
several e a r l y t w e n t i e t h — c e n t u r y s t a f f cottages located a t the no r t h e r n , • 
terminus of Park S t r e e t . The main campus d r i v e runs northwest from .. 
Oak St r e e t t o a back entrance at M i l k S t r e e t . The o r i g i n a l 
t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y p a t i e n t d o r m i t o r i e s (#23, 24, 25, 34, 42) are 
s i t e d along t h i s d r i v e , which i s l i n e d by mature maples. The h i l l t o p , 
w i t h i t s s p l e n d i d 360-degree view, was not developed u n t i l the 1930s 
when three d o r m i t o r i e s were constructed. Much of the s i t e i s wooded 
and, i n some cases, s t e e p l y sloped. 

The Lyman School i s now i n f o r m a l l y d i v i d e d i n t o three sections based 
on c u r r e n t use and c o n d i t i o n . The upper campus i s now used by the 
Massachusetts Micro E l e c t r o n i c s Center and i s the center of new 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , w h i l e older b u i l d i n g s (#28, 29) remain vacant. The Fish 
& W i l d l i f e Service occupies Overlook Cottage (#30). Primary access t o 
t h i s area i s from the rearentrance on M i l k S t r e e t . The lower (S) 
campus i s used by a v a r i e t y of agencies, most nota b l y the Spectrum 
Drug Treatment Program; several h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g s i n t h i s , area have •- " 
been r e h a b i l i t a t e d . The c e n t r a l campus, i n c l u d i n g the h i s t o r i c a l l y 
and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t e a r l y p a t i e n t d o r m i t o r i e s , s t a f f 
housing, h o s p i t a l , school, and farin b u i l d i n g s , remains l a r g e l y unused 
and d e t e r i o r a t i n g . The town Department of P\iblic Works has taken over 

(continued) 
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soma of the farm b u i l d i n g s and land a t the southeast corner of the 
s i t e . 

S u r v i v i n g landscape elements t h a t help t o maintain the h i s t o r i c 
character of the campus include the t r e e - l i n e d d r i v e s , and the lawns 
surrounding H i l l s i d e Cottage (#46) , Maples Cottage (#47) and the 
H o s p i t a l (#48). The s i t e of Theodore Lyman H a l l (#45), the o r i g i n a l 
campus a d m i n i s t r a t i o n b u i l d i n g , appears t o be loc a t e d i n the 
undeveloped area east of H i l l s i d e Cottage. The lawn areas make an 
important c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the o r i g i n a l open, dispersed character of 
the campus. . . ' • • 

B u i l d i n g s : Unlike the i n s t i t u t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s t h a t preceded i t , the 
Lyman School c a r e f u l l y avoided a large c e n t r a l i z e d s t r u c t u r e i n favor 
of dispersed "Family Houses" to encourage a more personal atmosphere. 
The Lyman School campus today r e f l e c t s t h a t e a r l y i d e a l , w i t h i t s 
s c a t t e r i n g of small-scale b u i l d i n g s t h a t housed s t a f f and inmates, as . 
w e l l as s p e c i a l i z e d f u n c t i o n s such as schoolhouse, h o s p i t a l , and 
powerplant. Most were constructed between 1886, the year of the 
school's opening, and 1910, although four pre-date t h i s , and a t r i o of 
1930s d o r m i t o r i e s stand on the c r e s t of Powder H i l l . The D a v i t t 
(Nathan Fisher House; ca. 1820-1826) and Maples (1830-32) Cottages 
were i n d i v i d u a l l y l i s t e d i n the Nati o n a l Register i n 1980. The 1880s 
and 1890s school b u i l d i n g s are e x c e l l e n t examples of the Queen Anne or •• 
Panel B r i c k s t y l e s , w h i l e those from the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century are 
designed i n the Craftsman and Co l o n i a l Revival s t y l e s . P a t i e n t 
d o r m i t o r i e s are g e n e r a l l y 2 1/2-story, r e d - b r i c k s t r u c t u r e s trimmed 
w i t h brownstone and enclosed by s l a t e h i p and gable r o o f s . The 
p r e - e x i s t i n g d w e l l i n g s , farm b u i l d i n g s , s t a f f housing, and campus 

-i h o s p i t a l are a l l wood-frame s t r u c t u r e s . 

I n t e g r i t y : Since i t s closure i n the e a r l y 1970s, the 
h i s t o r i c / a r c h i t e c t u r a l character of the Lyman School has been 
adversely a f f e c t e d by d e m o l i t i o n , lack of maintenance, and new 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . Several of the e a r l y p a t i e n t "cottages" and support 
b u i l d i n g s have been l o s t , i n c l u d i n g Theodore Lyman H a l l of 1886 (#45; .. ' 
f i g . 9 ) . Several others, i n c l u d i n g a l l of the former farm b u i l d i n g s , 
are experiencing severe d e t e r i o r a t i o n and w i l l probably be l o s t w i t h i n 
the next few years. The Old School (#21), a b r i c k b u i l d i n g whose 
n o r t h side i s i n a s t a t e of collapse, i s a dramatic example. The 
landscape i s a f f e c t e d by lack of maintenance, r e s u l t i n g i n secondary . 
growth i n former cleared areas such as lawns and a g r i c u l t u r a l f i e l d s . 
I t i s also a f f e c t e d by new c o n s t r u c t i o n , i n d i v i d u a l the Massachusetts 
Micro E l e c t r o n i c s Center, which has taken over the crown of Powder 
H i l l , and by a d d i t i o n of paved parking l o t s . Although the character 
and i n t e g r i t y of the s i t e has been compromised by d e t e r i o r a t i o n and 
new c o n s t r u c t i o n , i t continues to convey the character of the Lyman 
School as i t developed i n the l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r i e s . Future d e m o l i t i o n and c o n s t r u c t i o n must be c a r e f u l l y 

(continued) 
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monitored t o m a i n t a i n the f r a g i l e balance of i n t e g r i t y t h a t e x i s t s a t 
present. 

Representative b u i l d i n g s are described below: 

P r e - e x i s t i n g Dwellings ,,̂*»«««»-, .<*,. 

An unusually l a r g e number (four) of p r e - e x i s t i n g dwellings remain on 
the Lyman School campus, which developed near the e a r l y commercial 
center of Wessonville. Two, the Maples Cottage and the Nathan Fisher 
House, were i n d i v i d u a l l y l i s t e d i n the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places i n 1980. The other two have undergone s u b s t a n t i a l a l t e r a t i o n s . 

; M a p l e s and Willow Cottages and the former A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g are 
l o c a t e d along the route of Oak S t r e e t . The Fisher House i s s i t e d t o 
the southeast and faces the o l d Worcester Turnpike (State Route 9 ) . 

#41: Maples Cottage (1830; NR 1980) • ^ 
> As one of the b u i l d i n g s p r e - d a t i n g the school. Maples Cottage 

o r i g i n a l l y r e f l e c t e d the impact of the 1810 Boston-Worcester Turnpike 
(Route 9) on the town of Westborough. I t i s s a i d t o have been b u i l t 
on the foundation of the Rev. Ebenezer Parkman House, which was the " 
center of a farmstead here. I n 1886, the Lyman School converted t h i s - f' 
former five-by-one-bay farmhouse t o a f a m i l y house f o r boys. I t r i s e s 
two s t o r i e s from a g r a n i t e foundation t o an asphalt h i p r o o f . 
Generally u n a l t e r e d from the mid nineteenth century, the house 
di s p l a y s an unusual combination of Federal and Greek Revival s t y l i s t i c 
elements. The plan, scale, f e n e s t r a t i o n , and h i p roof are 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of Federal-period a r c h i t e c t u r e , w h i l e the corner 
p i l a s t e r s and Doric verandah r e f l e c t the t r a n s i t i o n t o the Greek 
Revival s t y l e . The recent f i r e escape and upper porch r a i l i n g are 
u n f o r t u n a t e and d i s f i g u r i n g a d d i t i o n s . This house i s surrounded by a 
lawn (#47) t h a t i s important to the o r i g i n a l open, dispersed character 
of the campus. 

#17: A d m i n i s t r a t i o n (ca. 1840; f i g . 10) 
S i t e d northwest of Maples Cottage, the former A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g 
i s another of several p r e - e x i s t i n g farmhouses on the Lyman School 
p r o p e r t y . This one has undergone many changes, i n c l u d i n g the 
a p p l i c a t i o n of wide aluminiim s i d i n g , 2/1 window sash, a modern 
double-leaf main e n t r y , and a handicapped-access ramp. D i s p l a y i n g 
predominantly Greek R e v i v a l - s t y l e d e t a i l s , i t i s a t r a d i t i o n a l f i v e - . 

':• by-three-bay, c e n t e r - e n t r y d w e l l i n g t h a t r i s e s 2 1/2 s t o r i e s from a 
g r a n i t e foundation t o an asphalt gable roof w i t h i n t e r i o r chimneys. 
The south facade i s f r o n t e d by a four-bay Tuscan porch and surmounted 
by a cross gable w i t h Queen Anne-style sunburst. A two-story bow 
r i s e s on the west e l e v a t i o n , and a one-story e l l extends from the 
east. A t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y photograph c l e a r l y shows the Queen Anne-
s t y l e changes made when the school adapted the former farmhouse t o 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l use. This b u i l d i n g occupies a p a r t i c u l a r l y important 

(continued) 
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s i t e a t the entrance t o the campus. , , <>•• 
#1: Willow Cottage (1880) 
Willow i s a l a t e example of the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e t h a t appears t o have 
been moved. I t i s a three-by-two-bay s t r u c t u r e t h a t r i s e s two s t o r i e s 
from a concrete foundation t o an asphalt gable r o o f , and i s extended 
by a rear e l l w i t h turned post porch. I t i s sheathed w i t h clapboards 
and trimmed w i t h wide cornerboards. The n o r t h facade i s centered on a 
new C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l - s t y l e e n t r y w i t h metal panel door framed by 
p i l a s t e r s and a d e n t i l a t e d l i n t e l s h e l f . Windows c o n t a i n new 6/6 
sash, which probably replaced o r i g i n a l 2/2 sash. ;. 

E a r l y Patient Wards/Cottages 

The Lyman School was developed on the dispersed cottage p l a n t o 
provide a more homelike atmosphere f o r the boys than i t s predecessor 
on the east shore of Chauncy Lake (see Westborough State H o s p i t a l ) . 
Thus the p a t i e n t wards are r e l a t i v e l y small-scale masonry cottages. 
Dating from the l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s , they 
are w e l l - d e t a i l e d examples of the Queen Anne, Romanesque Revival, and 
Craftsman s t y l e s . They include H i l l s i d e (#24, 1886), Boulder (#34; 
1894), Oaks (#23; 1903), Elms (#42; 1906), and Worcester/Wachusett 
(#25; 1909). They are s i t e d on the southeast slope of the h i l l , along 
the main i n t e r n a l campus d r i v e . A l l o r i g i n a l l y had f i n e views t o the 
south and west, which have been p a r t i a l l y obscured by new t r e e growth. 

#24: H i l l s i d e Cottage (1886; f i g . 11) 
Ascribed a date of 1891 by s t a t e records h e l d by the D i v i s i o n of 
C a p i t a l Planning and Operations (DCPO), Annual Reports l i s t H i l l s i d e 
as one of the two o r i g i n a l cottages designed by George Clough i n 1886. 
Since the other, Theodore Lyman H a l l (#45; f i g . 9 ) , has been 
demolished. H i l l s i d e becomes p a r t i c u l a r l y important. I t i s an L-plan 
Queen Anne-style s t r u c t u r e t h a t r i s e s 2 1/2 s t o r i e s from a g r a n i t e 
foundation and molded b r i c k w a tertable t o a s l a t e gable roof w i t h 
i n t e r i o r chimney. I t i s constructed of pressed red b r i c k w i t h t i n t e d 
mortar j o i n t s , and trimmed w i t h g r a n i t e s i l l s , splayed b r i c k l i n t e l s , 
and heavy c o r b e l l i n g and panel work i n the gables. The e n t r y i s 
lo c a t e d on the south facade, where i t i s p r o t e c t e d by a porch w i t h 
b r i c k p i e r s t h a t extends east from a cross gable. Windows c o n t a i n 2/2 
sash. As suggested by i t s name. H i l l s i d e occupies high ground near 
the center of the campus where i t has views t o the south and west. 
The extensive surrounding lawn d o t t e d w i t h mature elms and maples i s 
an important landscape element (#46). A screen of white pines 
p r o t e c t s the northeast side of the b u i l d i n g . .̂ P-

#23: Oaks Cottage (1903; f i g . 12) 
Although s i g n i f i c a n t l y l a t e r than H i l l s i d e , Oaks i s s i m i l a r i n i t s 
L-plan, asymmetrical massing, and Queen Anne-style d e t a i l . I t i s a 
handsome 2 1/2-story s t r u c t u r e w i t h s l a t e gable roof and i s b u i l t t h a t 

r' .,'..;• (continued) ^ 
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i s . i n t o the campus's west h i l l s i d e . I t i s constructed of pressed red 
b r i c k w i t h t i n t e d mortar j o i n t s and r e s t s on a g r a n i t e foundation. A 
heavy sawtooth cornice accentuates the eaves and gables. Segmental-
and round-arched windows have sandstone l i n t e l s ; many are boarded, but 
some r e t a i n broken 2/2 sash. This b u i l d i n g i s surrounded by secondary 
growth t h a t has taken over i t s lawn. 

#34: Boulder Cottage (1894) 
Located northwest of the main b u i l d i n g group near the rear entrance t o 
the h o s p i t a l . Boulder i s s i m i l a r t o H i l l s i d e and Oaks, d i s p l a y i n g the 
same m a t e r i a l s , scale, and L-plan. I t r i s e s 2 1/2 s t o r i e s from a 
f i e l d s t o n e foundation t o a s l a t e gable roof w i t h dormers and chimneys. 
Constructed of red b r i c k w i t h t i n t e d mortar j o i n t s , i t i s trimmed w i t h 
brownstone w a t e r t a b l e and beltcourse, the l a t t e r form window s i l l s . 
Most windows are segmentally arched and con t a i n 2/2 sash. Exceptions 
i n c l u d e the P a l l a d i a n window i n the east gable and the round-arched 
Romanesque Revival s t y l e window and door openings t h a t d i s t i n g u i s h the 

-"" south gable facade. I t was designed by Worcester a r c h i t e c t Stephen 
Earle. Like Oaks Cottage, i t i s surrounded by secondary growth t h a t 
has taken over i t s lawn. 

#25: Worcester-Wachusett Cottage (1909) 
As the l a s t of the t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y f a m i l y houses or cottages t o be 
erected by the school, Worcester-Wachusett i s l a r g e r than i t s 
predecessors and r e f l e c t s the A r t s and C r a f t s s t y l e popular i n the 
e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century r a t h e r than the Queen Anne-style of the l a t e 
n i n e t e e n t h century. I t was designed by the f i r m of Preston & 
Kahlmeyer. I t i s a 2 1/2-story r e d - b r i c k b u i l d i n g r i s i n g from a 
f i e l d s t o n e foundation to an overhanging s l a t e h i p roof w i t h exposed 
r a f t e r s , t e r r a - c o t t a f l a s h i n g , and numerous chimneys. The e n t r y i s 
l o c a t e d i n a four-bay p r o j e c t i n g c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n on the eighteen bay 
west facade, which also dis p l a y s p r o j e c t i n g three-bay end p a v i l i o n s . 
The e n t r y i s p r o t e c t e d by an open brick-arched porch w i t h 
h a l f - t i m b e r e d gable. The facade enjoys westward views over a downward 
s l o p i n g lawn t h a t has been encroached upon by a paved p a r k i n g area. 
The b u i l d i n g has been r e h a b i l i t a t e d . 

Later Patient Ward/Cottages • .-

The campus was expanded i n the 1930s w i t h a group of C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l -
s t y l e cottages s i t e d a t the c r e s t of Powder H i l l where they formed the 
n o r t h and west sides of a larg e green or common space. I t appears 
t h a t l a t e r b u i l d i n g s may have been intended t o enclose the south and 
east sides. Instead, modern o f f i c e b u i l d i n g s have been s i t e d on the 
c e n t r a l green space, de s t r o y i n g the eastward mountain views of the 

f e a r l i e r cottages and overwhelming t h e i r scale. 

(continued) 
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#28/29: Westview and Sunset Cottages (1931, 1932) 
These two n e a r l y i d e n t i c a l nine-by-three-bay d o r m i t o r i e s are s i t e d on 
the west side of the green. As t h e i r names i n d i c a t e , they have 
spl e n d i d westward views, although t h e i r east views have been blocked. 
Both are red b r i c k s t r u c t u r e s t h a t r i s e 1 1/2 s t o r i e s from concrete 
foundations t o s l a t e gable roofs w i t h gabled w a l l dormers. The east 
facades are centered on three-bay p r o j e c t i n g e n t r y p a v i l i o n s w i t h 
pedimented porches. Windows w i t h splayed b r i c k l i n t e l s and keystones 
c o n t a i n 6/6 or 9/9 sash. Oculi are located i n the gables. The 
windows of Sunset are boarded. 

#30: Overlook Cottage (ca. 1932) 
S i t e d a t the n o r t h head of the green. Overlook i s the l a r g e s t and most 
elaborate of t h i s group. I t i s an eleven-by-four-bay s t r u c t u r e t h a t 
r i s e s 2 1/2 s t o r i e s from a concrete foundation t o an asphalt gable 
r o o f w i t h dormers. The south facade i s centered on a three-bay 
p r o j e c t i n g p a v i l i o n where a recessed, arched e n t r y d i s p l a y s a 
r u s t i c a t e d cast-stone surround w i t h paneled s o f f i t and segmental 
pediment. Flanking windows w i t h 12/12 sash are set i n b l i n d cast-
stone arches. Elsewhere, f i r s t - s t o r y windows d i s p l a y splayed b r i c k 
l i n t e l s w i t h cast stone keystones. Small, second-story windows have 
modern sash. This b u i l d i n g i s used by the s t a t e Fish & W i l d l i f e 
Service, which owns p r o p e r t y to the n o r t h and east. 

t_ S t a f f Cottages 

A small group of simple s t a f f cottages was b u i l t on the southeast 
slope of Powder H i l l i n the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century, a time when such 
s t r u c t u r e s were being added t o most h o s p i t a l and school campuses. 
These four b u i l d i n g s r e f l e c t the Craftsman and C o l o n i a l Revival s t y l e s 
t h a t were popular a t the time. A l l are vacant, unmaintained, and 
surrounded by recent t r e e growth t h a t has encroached on lawn areas. 

#12: S t a f f Cottage (ca. 1910) 
This cottage i s a good example of a shingled bungalow r i s i n g 1 1/2 
s t o r i e s from a concrete foundation t o an overhanging gable roof w i t h 
exposed r a f t e r s and braces. At the south gable end facade, the roof 
i s overshot t o form a f u l l verandah supported on squat Tuscan posts 
r i s i n g from s h i n g l e d bases. Windows cont a i n 6/6 sash, some of which 
i s broken. 

• ^ - > c \ 
o t h e r E a r l y Czunpus B u i l d i n g s ^ 
#21: Old School (1906) 
This b u i l d i n g was designed by W i l l i a m Gibbons Preston and i s 
constructed on a t r a d i t i o n a l schoolhouse plan popular i n the 1870s and 
1880s. I t has a T-shaped plan w i t h the stem p r o j e c t i n g forward (E) t o 
form a l a r g e , gabled, c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n . Paired e n t r i e s ( r e b u i l t on 
the south side) are l o c a t e d at the j u n c t u r e of t h i s p a v i l i o n w i t h the 

3' (continued) 
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main mass. The b u i l d i n g i s 2 1/2-stories, r i s i n g from a g r a n i t e 
foundation t o a s l a t e h i p roof w i t h i n t e r i o r chimneys. I t i s 
constructed of pressed red b r i c k w i t h t i n t e d mortar j o i n t s . 
Decorative elements are confined p r i m a r i l y to a c o r b e l l e d , d e n t i l a t e d 
cornice and P a l l a d i a n windows i n the f r o n t and rear gables. Other 

• windows w i t h g r a n i t e s i l l s and l i n t e l s c o n t a i n o r i g i n a l 2/2 sash w i t h 
transoms at the second s t o r y and l a t e r four-pane h o r i z o n t a l sash at 
the f i r s t s t o r y . The n o r t h side of the c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n has been 
allowed t o d e t e r i o r a t e to a s t a t e of collapse. H o s p i t a l 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s f i r s t requested a c e n t r a l schoolhouse i n 1894 so t h a t 
they could h o l d graded classes. Previously, classes were h e l d i n the 
cottage d o r m i t o r i e s . 

#16: H o s p i t a l (1902-1904) 
The h o s p i t a l i s unusual on the Lyman School campus, but i s s i m i l a r t o ' > 
A r t s and C r a f t s - s t y l e convalescent wards b u i l t a t nearby Grafton State 
H o s p i t a l (see form) several years l a t e r . Like the schoolhouse, i t had .i. 
been requested by h o s p i t a l adminstrators f o r several years. Designed 
by the Worcester f i r m of Barker & Nourse, i t i s a long, low, one-
s t o r y , wood-frame b u i l d i n g r i s i n g from a high f i e l d s t o n e foundation t o ; 
an overhanging bracketed asphalt h i p roof w i t h h i p - r o o f dormers. The 
south facade i s focused on a p r o j e c t i n g c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n w i t h a 
P a l l a d i a n window i n i t s gable. The main e n t r y i s l o c a t e d on the 
three-bay west end, where i t i s f r o n t e d by a Tuscan porch. Some 
windows are boarded, some contain 1/1 sash, and some co n t a i n 
multi-pane sash. The surrounding lawn area (#48) c o n t r i b u t e s t o the 
o r i g i n a l open, dispersed character of the campus. 

#19: Service Warehouse (1923) 
Located on the south side of Oak S t r e e t , the warehouse i s a l a r g e , 
r e d - b r i c k s t r u c t u r e t h a t i s b u i l t on a U-plan and r i s e s one s t o r y t o a 
s l a t e h i p roof w i t h hipped doirmers. The nine-bay east facade d i s p l a y s 
a double-leaf center e n t r y w i t h s i d e l i g h t s and transom f l a n k e d by 
t h r e e - p a r t windows w i t h 4/4 sash. Small windows are set under the 
eaves on the side e l e v a t i o n s . A loading bay i s l o c a t e d on the n o r t h 
side. 

#18: Power Plant (1900) 
S i t e d adjacent t o the warehouse, the e a r l i e r power p l a n t i s a more 
elaborate b u i l d i n g d i s p l a y i n g elements of the Queen Anne and Craftsman 
s t y l e s . I t i s a r e d - b r i c k b u i l d i n g t h a t r i s e s one s t o r y t o a s l a t e 
h i p r o o f w i t h l a r g e hipped dormers and copper f l a s h i n g . I t appears t o 
have been b u i l t i n two sections, although t h i s may r e s u l t from the 
a d d i t i o n of l a t e r windows and r e p o i n t i n g a t the n o r t h end.. The 
apparently o l d e r south end, w i t h t i n t e d mortar j o i n t s , i s a r t i c u l a t e d 
by a massive gabled w a l l dormer c o n t a i n i n g a f o u r - p a r t round-arched 
window. Windows conta i n 6/6 and 8/8 sash. The n o r t h end d i s p l a y s 
l a r g e windows w i t h multi-pane metal i n d u s t r i a l sash. The two sections ' 
are separated by a l a r g e chimney, and a t a l l smoke-stack i s l o c a t e d at 

(continued) 
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the r e a r northwest corner, x ' " *' * * ' • " 

#2-10: Farm Group (ca. 1880-1912) ' . , 
S i t e d on the southeast slope of the h i l l , the farm group c o n s i s t s of 
nine b u i l d i n g s whose co n d i t i o n s range from f a i r t o a s t a t e of 
col l a p s e . I t s c o n d i t i o n i s the worst of any i n the s t a t e 
h o s p i t a l / s c h o o l system. A l l are wood-frame, clapboard-clad s t r u c t u r e s 
of one- t o two-story height t h a t are good examples of the New England 
vernacular. The Cow Barn (#4) i s a one-story gable-roof s t r u c t u r e 
c o l l a p s i n g over a f i e l d s t o n e foundation. The Farm Garage (#2) i s a 
one-story gable roof b u i l d i n g w i t h gabled dormers, three double-leaf 

'-• doors on the west facade, and some windows r e t a i n i n g 6/6 sash. The 
C a l f / B u l l Barn (#7) i s a la r g e , s l a t e , gable-roof s t r u c t u r e w i t h i t s 
entrance on the long side. The Horse Barn (#10) i s the most imposing, 
r i s i n g two s t o r i e s t o a cross-gable s l a t e roof surmounted by a cupola; 
most of i t s multi-pane sash windows are gone. 

Archaeological D e s c r i p t i o n 

A h i g h p o t e n t i a l e x i s t s f o r the recovery of p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s w i t h i n 
the Lyman School boundaries. At l e a s t ten s i t e s are recorded i n the 
general area ( w i t h i n one m i l e ) . Several of these s i t e s have been 
documented by both p r o f e s s i o n a l and amateur archaeologists. The 
p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the school, w e l l - d r a i n e d , l e v e l t o 
moderately s l o p i n g t e r r a c e s , and k n o l l s adjacent to wetlands, i n d i c a t e 
f avorable l o c a t i o n a l c r i t e r i a f o r Native American subsistence and 
settlement. Wetlands i n t h i s area include unnamed swamps, a stream 
and pond, a l l of which d r a i n t o the Assabet River, p a r t of the o v e r a l l 

A Concord/Sudbury/Assabet/Merrimack River drainage. Given the above 
i n f o r m a t i o n , the si z e of the o r i g i n a l school purchase (93 acres), and 
the a v a i l a b i l i t y of undeveloped land near wetlands, a h i g h p o t e n t i a l 

/. e x i s t s f o r the recovery of s i g n i f i c a n t p r e h i s t o r i c s u r v i v a l s . 
S e n s i t i v i t y f o r p r e h i s t o r i c resources i s the highest at the base of 
Powder H i l l i n the northwestern p o r t i o n of the school near the Assabet 
River and r e l a t e d wetlands. P r e h i s t o r i c s e n s i t i v i t y i s also h i g h i n 
the eastern p o r t i o n of the school a t the base of Powder H i l l , where a 

•: t e r r a c e area i s present bordering wetlands. S i m i l a r areas also e x i s t 
along the southern periphery of the school; however, roadway and 
school development i n t h i s area has l i k e l y a f f e c t e d the i n t e g r i t y of 
p o t e n t i a l resources i n t h i s area. Numerous p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s have 
been recorded i n the region a t l o c a t i o n s bearing s i m i l a r l o c a t i o n a l 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s t o the Lyman School. The Cedar Swamp Archaeological 
D i s t r i c t , which i s l i s t e d on the Nat i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places, 
l i e s w i t h i n two miles southwest of the school p r o p e r t y . A, t o t a l of 26 
p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s are l i s t e d w i t h i n t h a t d i s t r i c t , many of which 
e x h i b i t s i m i l a r l o c a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s t o the Lyman School 
p r o p e r t y . ,., 

(continued) 
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There i s also a high p o t e n t i a l f o r l o c a t i n g s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l remains on the school p r o p e r t y . The Lyman School l i e s 
i n the general area of Westborough's f i r s t settlement i n the 17th 
century. Part of the area was o r i g i n a l l y known as Chauncy. The area 
also includes an e a r l y commercial center known as Wessonville. 
S t r u c t u r a l remains may survive on the school p r o p e r t y from farmsteads 
d a t i n g from the 17th through 19th c e n t u r i e s . These remains may be 
present along the east/west Oak Street c o r r i d o r where several pre­
e x i s t i n g farmhouses and o u t b u i l d i n g s , s t i l l extant, are located. One 
p r e - e x i s t i n g residence, #41, Maples Cottage (1830), i s r e p o r t e d t o 
have been b u i l t on the foundation of the Reverend Ebenezer Parkman 
House, the center of an e a r l y farm. Survivals may s t i l l e x i s t from 
the Parkman House and r e l a t e d o u t b u i l d i n g s . S u r v i v a l s may also e x i s t 
from the 93-acre Bela J. Stone Farm, purchased f o r the school i n ca. 
1885. That farm included the Powder H i l l area, the s i t e of p o t e n t i a l 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s u r v i v a l s from Westborough's f i r s t meetinghouse. The 
e a r l y Wessonville commercial center i s also r e p o r t e d i n t h a t area, 
i n d i c a t i n g the p o t e n t i a l f o r i n d u s t r i a l - or commercial-related 
s u r v i v a l s . I n 1888, the Wilson Farm was purchased, i n d i c a t i n g the 
p o t e n t i a l f o r archaeological s u r v i v a l s of t h a t farm. Other p o t e n t i a l 
s t r u c t u r a l remains i n the area i n d i c a t e d by Hurd (1884) i n c l u d e the 
s i t e of the Old Wesson Hotel, the l a t e Willow Park Seminary and water 
cure under Dr. J.H. Hero. I n a d d i t i o n to s t r u c t u r a l remains, which 
provide d e t a i l s on the l o c a t i o n and form of p o t e n t i a l a r c haeological 
s u r v i v a l s , o c c u p a t i o n a l - r e l a t e d features ( t r a s h p i t s , p r i v i e s , w e l l s ) 
may also be present associated w i t h s t r u c t u r e s . Occupational-related 
features may also s u r v i v e w i t h several p r e - e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e s s t i l l 
s tanding and b u i l d i n g s associated w i t h the school. P r e - e x i s t i n g 
s t r u c t u r e s s t i l l extant include: #43, the Nathan Fisher House (1820-
1826); #41, Maples Cottage (1830-1832); #17, the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
B u i l d i n g (ca. 1840) o r i g i n a l l y a farmhouse; and #1, Willow Cottage 
(1880). A p r e - e x i s t i n g barn/Farm Garage (ca. 1880) also s u r v i v e s . 
Occupational-related features also l i k e l y survive r e l a t e d to the l i v e s 
of inmates and a g r i c u l t u r a l operations a t the school. Most farm 
b u i l d i n g r e l a t e d t o the school's farm group (ca. 1880-1912) s u r v i v e on 
the southeast slope of Powder H i l l . Occupational-related features may 
also e x i s t i n t h a t area. General t r a s h areas r e l a t e d t o l a t e 

; 19th/2 0th century support a c t i v i t i e s of the school may also e x i s t i n 
t h a t area or a t a p r e s e n t l y unknown l o c a t i o n on the school p r o p e r t y . •.-

A . U y^M-y-.r: (end) ^ / .. y-"^" .": 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x " in one or more boxes for ttie criteria qualifying tlie property 
for National Register listing.) 

I25 A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

[25 B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

25 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x " in all the boxes tfiat apply.) 

Property is: 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

• 0 a birthplace or grave. ' ' ' , 

• D a cemetery. • 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. ' ' 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 
Education 
Social History 

Period of Significance 
1884-1940 

Significant Dates 
1847 - founding of school 

1884 — change name to Lyman School 

1885 - 1886 — move to present s i t e 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

T h e o d o r e Lyman 

Cultural Affiliation 

M/A 

Architect/Builder 
George Clough, W.G. Preston, 

Barlcet nourse; Stephen Earle 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliograptiioal References 
Bibilography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used In preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register 
• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# . 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 
State Historic Preservation Office 

• Other State agency 
• Federal agency f 
• Local government ''^ 
• University 
• Other 

Name of repository: 

Massachusetts Hi s t o r i c a l Commission 
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Lyman School—for Roys 
Name of Property 

W o r c e s t e r C n u n t v . MA 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property approx imate ly 200 acres 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

Zone Easting Northing  

2 M I 2| 8| 3| 3| 8, 0| I 4| 6| 8, 5} 7, 3, 0| 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

3LijL?J 
1> 

2 | ^ | 3 | 7 , 0 , 0 | 

Zone Easting 

4 U l 9 j | 2 | 8 | 2 | 9 , 7 , 0 | 

• See continuation sheet 

h | 6 | 8 | 4 | ^ | 6 , 0 
Northing 
h | 6 | 8 | 4 | 4 , 3 , 0 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title. C a n d a c f i j p n k i n S j P r p g p r v a t i n n C n n c ; i i 1 t a n r M I ^ h R < ^ ^ g y F i - i o H h o i - g ^ M a t i o x i a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n M a c ; < ; a ^ h l l < ; p ^ ^ c ; H I t : ^ r > T • ^ r a ^ r r t r n i m - g c i n n 

street & number «n Rnyigrnn <;rr»»r 

city or town Boston • ^ ". _ 

Register Director 
- date September, 1993 

telephone (617) 727^8470 

state MÂ_ zip code 02116 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional Items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete ttiis Item af the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name 

street & number. 

city or town 

telephone. 

state. zip code. 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information Is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtatin 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
lnstructk)ns, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regeirding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this fonn to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Parte Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024^18). Washington, DC 20503. 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The former Lyman School f o r Boys possesses s u b s t a n t i a l i n t e g r i t y of 
l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g , and 
a s s o c i a t i o n s . I t was e s t a b l i s h e d as the Massachusetts State Reform 
School by Chapter 165 of the Acts of 1847, as the f i r s t state-operated 
reform school i n the country. I n i t i a l l y l o c a t e d on the eastern shore 
of Lake Chauncy, and dominated by a s i n g l e massive b u i l d i n g , i t s e a r l y 
h i s t o r y was plagued by c o n f l i c t between inmate and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . By 
the e a r l y 1880s these problems were blamed on the scale and 
i m p e r s o n a l i t y of the school's congregate housing system, and the 
s t a t e ' s p o l i c y of accepting unteachable p u p i l s up t o 17 years of age. 
I n 1884 - 1885 both problems were addressed by l e g i s l a t i v e a c t i o n t h a t 
a u t h o r i z e d the Trustees t o purchase and prepare a new s i t e , and also 
lowered the maximuim age of acceptance to 14. The new campus was the 
f i r s t i n the s t a t e system t o be developed on the dispersed cottage 
p l a n . These two actions appear to have s u c c e s s f u l l y rejuvenated the 
school, as Annual Reports were c o n s i s t e n t l y o p t i m i s t i c through the 
e a r l y - t w e n t i e t h century, and the L e g i s l a t u r e continued to au t h o r i z e 
funds f o r expansion through the 1930s. The Lyman School also has 
close a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h benefactor and reformer, Theodore Lyman f o r 
whom i t was named. The former Lyman School f o r Boys c l e a r l y r e f l e c t s 
the development of the Massachusetts State H o s p i t a l and School system 
as described i n the overview, and meets c r i t e r i a A, B, and C of the 
N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t on the l o c a l , 
s t a t e , and n a t i o n a l l e v e l s , w i t h a p e r i o d of s i g n i f i c a n c e extending 
from 1884-1940. 

The h i s t o r y of the Lyman School o f f i c i a l l y began i n January of 1846 
when the General Court appointed a committee to study the need f o r a 
s t a t e i n s t i t u t i o n f o r Reformation of Juvenile Offenders a f t e r being 
p e t i t i o n e d by a group of concerned magistrates and c i t i z e n s . At t h a t 
time j u v e n i l e offenders were g e n e r a l l y confined i n j a i l s and pri s o n s 
w i t h hardened c r i m i n a l s which l e f t l i t t l e hope f o r reform. The 
researches of the committee convinced the court of the need, and by 
Resolve of A p r i l 16, 1846 the Governor was authorized t o appoint three 
commissioners "to purchase land f o r the e r e c t i o n of a State Manual 
Labor School, t o procure plans and estimates f o r the b u i l d i n g s 
necessary, and t o prepare and mature a system f o r the government" of 
the proposed school. 

The commissioners, A l f r e d Dwight Foster of Worcester, Robert Rantoul, 
Sr. of Beverly, and Samuel H. Wally of Roxbury were aided by the 
encouragement and benevolence of Theodore Lyman (1792-1849) . Lyman 
was an author, p o l i t i c i a n , p h i l a n t h r o p i s t , and member of an o l d , 
wealthy, and i l l u s t r i o u s Boston f a m i l y . He graduated from Harvard i n 
1810, and s t u d i e d i n Europe u n t i l 1819. From 1820-25 he served i n the 
State L e g i s l a t u r e as a member of the F e d e r a l i s t p a r t y , a c t i v e l y > 
campaigned f o r and supported President Jackson i n the l a t e 1820s, and 

* , * - » (continued) : •• 
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served as mayor of Boston from 1832 t o 1835. Lyman's l a t e r l i f e was 
devoted t o p h i l a n t h r o p y , e s p e c i a l l y j u v e n i l e reform. He became a 
proponent of t h a t issue w h i l e serving as president of the Board of 
Managers of the Boston Farm School on Thompson's I s l a n d . During the 
f i r s t h a l f of the nine t e e n t h century, t h a t p r i v a t e c h a r i t y , devoted t o 
"morally exposed" c h i l d r e n , was the st a t e ' s only j u v e n i l e reform 
f a c i l i t y . Establishment of the nation's f i r s t s t a t e reform school, 
named the Lyman School f o r Boys i n h i s honor, was h i s major 
achievement (Johnson 1904: V I I ; Malone 1935: IV, 518). , 

Lyman provided much advice on the p h y s i c a l and p h i l o s o p h i c a l s t r u c t u r e 
of the school as w e l l as $10,000 f o r the i n i t i a l purchase of 180 acres 
of land on the eastern shore of Lake Chauncy i n Westborough near the 
Worcester Turnpike and the l o c a l depot of the Boston & Worcester 
Ra i l r o a d . Far from the temptations of c i t y l i f e , t h i s was the former 
farmstead of Lovett Peters, Esq., supplemented by some lands owned by 
the Rice Family (2nd Annual Report/Allen 1985: 318). 

• ' v,̂  
The commissioners made a p r e l i m i n a r y r e p o r t i n January of 1847, and by 
Resolve of A p r i l 17, 1847 were a l l o c a t e d $45,000 t o begin c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of a b u i l d i n g t o house 300 boys. The committee engaged the r e g i o n a l l y 
noted E l i a s Carter of S p r i n g f i e l d and James Savage of Southborough as 
a r c h i t e c t s , and noted i n t h e i r r e p o r t t h a t the b u i l d i n g should be 
" s u b s t a n t i a l and durable but not ornate" and was not t o look l i k e a 
j a i l . They v i s i t e d the few e x i s t i n g examples of such b u i l d i n g s , a l l 
p r i v a t e , on the eastern seaboard. These included the House f o r the 
Reformation of J u v e n i l e Offenders i n New York, the House of Refuge i n 
P h i l a d e l p h i a , and the Farm School on Thompson's I s l a n d i n Boston 
Harbor. However, i t was apparently a prophetic l e t t e r received from 
the Honorable S. B. Woodward, M. D. of Northampton, superintendent of 
the Worcester State H o s p i t a l , on November 12, 1846, t h a t they 
seemingly took most to heart. 

He sai d . 
The b u i l d i n g should have a c e n t r a l e d i f i c e of three s t o r i e s 

. i n c l u d i n g a h i g h basement, mostly out of the ground, and two 
p a r a l l e l wings, running back, w i t h or w i t h o u t a colonnade f r o n t . 
The s t o r i e s should be of medium height, i n t h i s c l i m a t e ; the lower 
and upper not less than 10', the middle 12', w i t h a h i g h and 
capacious a t t i c t o serve the purpose of v e n t i l a t i o n . I n the 
basement of the center b u i l d i n g may be l o c a t e d the o f f i c e of the. 
managers, the k i t c h e n , laundry, storerooms and rooms f o r the 

-i furnaces, and d i n i n g rooms the inmates. I n the second s t o r y , the 
' schoolrooms, d i n i n g rooms f o r the manager and h i s f a m i l y , chaplain 

and teachers, chapel, apartments f o r the o f f i c e r s . I n the upper 
s t o r y may be the s i n g l e and associated d o r m i t o r i e s , c l o t h i n g rooms 
and storerooms f o r a r t i c l e s made. The wings may be two s t o r i e s 
high, w i t h capacious a t t i c s . I n them may be lodging rooms, 
storerooms and workshops The Commissioners w i l l doubtless 

(continued) 
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b u i l d of stone or b r i c k . The former i s p r e f e r a b l e (2nd 
Annual Report). 

As shown i n a f r o n t i s p i e c e engraving i n the F i r s t Annual Report of the 
Massachusetts State Reform School ( f i g u r e 1 ) , the school b u i l d i n g d i d 
i n c l u d e a three s t o r y c e n t r a l s e c t i o n w i t h a colonnaded porch f l a n k e d 
by f o u r s t o r y towers and two s t o r y wings extending t o the rear. Plans 

' and sections of the b u i l d i n g ( f i g u r e s 2-5) reveal t h a t many of 
Woodward's ideas on i n t e r n a l arrangement were heeded as w e l l . This 
b u i l d i n g which s t i l l e x i s t s as the western end of the Westborough 
State H o s p i t a l (see form) has survived n e a r l y i n t a c t , l o s i n g only the 
upper stage of i t s towers and the rear p o r t i o n of the l a t e r a l wings. 
The severely handsome b r i c k w i t h g r a n i t e t r i m b u i l d i n g e x h i b i t s the 
r i c h vocabulary of the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e i n the p r o j e c t i n g hoods of i t s 
arched t h i r d s t o r y windows and i n i t s h e a v i l y bracketed and d e n t i l a t e d 
cornices, l a i d over more severe Greek Revival features, l i k e i t s 
trabeated g r a n i t e center e n t r y . Erected a t a cost of $52,000, the 
b u i l d i n g was completed only w i t h another $10,000 g i f t from Lyman. The 
school opened on Noveinber 1, 1848, and noted reformer Horace Mann was 
present a t the formal d e d i c a t i o n ceremonies on December 4, 1848 ( A l l e n 
1985 : 318) . 

While tending to the c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e i r school, the commissioners 
were also developing a program f o r i t s governance which was o u t l i n e d 
i n the Act e s t a b l i s h i n g the school. S p e c i f i c a l l y , the school was t o 
be run by a board of seven Trustees t o be appointed d i r e c t l y by the 

^ Governor. S t a f f , i n c l u d i n g a superintendent, a steward, teachers, and 
other necessary o f f i c e r s would c a r r y out the p o l i c i e s e s t a b l i s h e d by 
the board. The school was to receive only boys under the age of 16 
who had been convicted of offense t o the laws of the Commonwealth. 
Age of commitment was an issue and a problem throughout the school's 
h i s t o r y . Lyman had recommended a l i m i t of 14 years, but the courts 
r e t a i n e d the power t o sentence youths up to 21 years of age d e s p i t e 
the adopted 16 year l i m i t . From 1860-1871 the older boys were sent t o 
the N a u t i c a l Reform School, but were retur n e d when the school ships 
were s o l d (Hurd 1889: 1349). 

The boys were "kept d i s c i p l i n e d , i n s t r u c t e d , employed and governed" 
d u r i n g t h e i r m i n o r i t y ( u n t i l age 21) or u n t i l they were reformed, 
placed i n a f a m i l y , or sent to p r i s o n i f i n c o r r i g i b l e . Trustees were 
to i n s t r u c t the boys " i n p i e t y and m o r a l i t y , and i n such branches of . 
u s e f u l knowledge as s h a l l be adapted t o t h e i r age and capacity" as 
w e l l as i n manual labor, the a r t s , and trades. Many boys were 
indentured t o l o c a l craftsmen, f u l f i l l i n g a need w i t h i n the 
Westborough community ( A l l e n 1985: 319). The end r e s u l t of the 
program of i n s t r u c t i o n was "to secure t o the boys the b e n e f i t s of good 
example and wholesome i n s t r u c t i o n , and the sure means of improvement 
i n v i r t u e and knowledge and thus the o p p o r t u n i t y of becoming 
i n t e l l i g e n t , moral, u s e f u l and happy c i t i z e n s of t h i s Commonwealth." 

" + • ; ' 
(continued) 
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(2nd Annual Report) This program i s c l e a r l y r e l a t e d to the tenets of 
"Moral Treatment" employed at the s t a t e "insane asylums" and 
almshouses i n the nineteenth century. I n 1854 the N a t i o n a l Magazine 
described the school as 

the f i r s t e n t e r p r i s e i n our country whereby a s t a t e , i n the 
character of a common parent, has undertaken the h i g h and sacred 
duty of rescuing and r e s t o r i n g her l o s t c h i l d r e n , not so much by 
the t e r r o r s of the law as by the g e n t l e r i n f l u e n c e s of the school 

, . ; ( A l l e n 1985: 317) . 

As was the case w i t h most other r e f o r m i s t i n s t i t u t i o n s e s t a b l i s h e d by 
the s t a t e i n the n i n e t e e n t h century, the Lyman School q u i c k l y outgrew 
i t s o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g . I n 1852 - 1853 the b u i l d i n g was more than 
doubled i n s i z e by an a d d i t i o n of s i m i l a r design but l i g h t e r 
p r o p o r t i o n s ( f i g u r e s 6, 7 ) . Costing over $50,000, the new wing 
increased c a p a c i t y t o 590 (Hurd 1889: 1349). I n d i c a t i v e of 
d i s c i p l i n a r y problems at the school, t h i s a d d i t i o n burned t o the 
ground i n a f i r e set by a p u p i l i n 1859. Much debate about the f u t u r e 
d i r e c t i o n of the school f o l l o w e d t h i s act r e s u l t i n g i n establishment 
of the State N a u t i c a l Reform School f o r older and more troublesome 
boys (now Massachusetts Maritime Academy; not included i n t h i s s t u d y ) , 
and i n the adaptation of two farmhouses t o provide f a m i l y s t y l e l i v i n g 
q u a r ters f o r about 3 0 boys each. 

Although another f a m i l y s t y l e house was erected and proponents of t h i s 
dispersed l i v i n g system urged discontinuance of the main b u i l d i n g , the 
L e g i s l a t u r e a u t h o r i z e d $90,000 f o r i t s enlargement and improvement i n 
1875. This was l a r g e l y because the school-ships had been dis c o n t i n u e d 
and the o l d e r boys r e t u r n e d t o Westborough. The Worcester f i r m of 
C u t t i n g & Holman prepared plans f o r the b u i l d i n g which was constructed 
on the foundation of the 1852 a d d i t i o n w i t h p u p i l labor ( f i g u r e 8 ) . 
Drawing i t s i n s p i r a t i o n l a r g e l y from the 1848 b u i l d i n g , t h i s design 
also i n v o l v e d a p r o j e c t i n g c e n t r a l e n t r y p a v i l i o n f l a n k e d by s l i g h t l y 
lower wings, but here the towers were c a r r i e d o f f to the f a r r i g h t 
wing and face t o the side r a t h e r than assuming t h e i r more l o g i c a l 
place f l a n k i n g the e n t r y . This b u i l d i n g e x i s t s i n n e a r l y o r i g i n a l 
form as the eastern end of Westborough State H o s p i t a l (see form). 

Problems continued, and by 1880 the new wing was vacated and the ^ 
school was under constant a t t a c k f o r i t s d i s c i p l i n a r y problems and 
p r i s o n aura. The Trustees defended the need f o r such a school and 
blamed i t s problems on the increased age of those committed as w e l l as 
the impersonal, congregate l i v i n g system. They p o i n t e d w i t h p r i d e t o 
the "Trust Houses" as examples of success, where younger, less 
hardened boys b e n e f i t e d from t h e i r r e to rm program. The L e g i s l a t u r e 
took a c t i o n i n 1884 by l i m i t i n g the age of commitment t o 14, and by 
a u t h o r i z i n g purchase of a new s i t e i n 1885. The o l d s i t e became the 
i n n o v a t i v e Westborough Homeopathic H o s p i t a l f o r the Insane. The 
school's name was also changed t o the Lyman School f o r Boys by Chapter 

(continued) 
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323 of the Acts of 1884 i n honor of i t s e a r l y benefactor. I n i t i a l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n was financed w i t h a $50,000 legacy from Lyman. 

The 1885 Annual Report states t h a t the 93 acre Bela J. Stone fairm had 
been purchased, and t h a t two f a m i l y houses f o r 3 0 - 4 0 boys each were 
being erected w i t h completion expected i n A p r i l of 1886. This area, 
which encompassed Powder H i l l , was the s i t e of the town's f i r s t 
meetinghouse, and the l o c a t i o n of an e a r l y an e a r l y commercial center 
known as Wessonville ( A l l e n 1985: 320, 325). According t o the county 
h i s t o r y , "The o l d Wesson Hotel, l a t e Willow Park Seminary and water 
cure under Dr. J.H. Hero, and the o l d farm, f o r m e r l y the homestead of 
Rev. Ebenezer Parkman, are now used by the school" (Hurd 1889: 1349). 
The s i t e i n c l u d e d good a g r i c u l t u r a l land, and arrangements were also '., 
made w i t h the Westboro Homeopathic H o s p i t a l f o r the boys t o continue 
farming a c t i v i t i e s t here. Newly appointed Superintendent H. E. Selwan ; 
re p o r t e d t h a t • •'' 

IXiring the past year a great change has been made i n the c o n d i t i o n 
of the school, and what was once a congregate department w i t h bars 
and b o l t s has now become an open school making a f a m i l y of equal 
l i b e r t i e s and freedom w i t h the other so c a l l e d t r u s t houses. 

C l e a r l y the school had not j u s t moved from the eastern t o the western 
shore of Lake Chauncy. I t had switched from the congregate to the 
dispersed system of o r g a n i z a t i o n , h i g h l i g h t i n g the importance 
n i n e t e e n t h century i n s t i t u t i o n a l managers placed upon a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
arrangements, and r u r a l surroundings. This was c l e a r l y a r t i c u l a t e d 
two years l a t e r when the Trustees s t a t e d 

I t i s now two years since the o l d reform school at Westborough was 
reorganized i n t o the Lyman School, and e s t a b l i s h e d i n i t s present 

I q u a r t e r s . The r e o r g a n i z a t i o n consisted of more than a change i n 
l o c a t i o n . The o l d congregate system, w i t h i t s r u l e of b o l t s and 
bars, was changed i n t o the f a m i l y system i n open houses, and the 
age of admission l i m i t e d at 15, in s t e a d of 17 as p r e v i o u s l y As 
a whole, the l i f e on the farm i s pleasant and f r e e . There i s no 
suggestion of r e s t r a i n t or of compulsion. 

The County h i s t o r y confirmed t h i s , saying t^' ' 
The boys are now d i v i d e d i n t o l a r g e f a m i l i e s , cared f o r by 
competent men and women on the boarding-school plan, u n t i l they 
are discharged, reformed, placed i n f a m i l i e s , or reach the l i m i t , 
of twenty-one years (Hurd 1889: 1349). 

The a r c h i t e c t s e l e c t e d t o begin the Lyman School's new b u i l d i n g 
program was George Clough who was j u s t completing a ten year term as 
Boston's C i t y A r c h i t e c t , and thus had ample experience i n designing 
p u b l i c i n s t i t u t i o n a l b u i l d i n g s . Pupils r e p o r t e d l y s u p p l i e d much of 
the labor i n c o n s t r u c t i n g b u i l d i n g s and roads as they d i d a t the s t a t e ' 
schools (see Fernald, Wrentham, Belchertown) and at l e a s t some of the 

•• •••• • . • , , J... 
i 
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h o s p i t a l s (see G r a f t o n ) . The two b u i l d i n g s designed by Clough were 
Theodore Lyman H a l l ( f i g . 9 ) , valued at $37,000, and H i l l s i d e Cottage 
(#24; f i g . 11) valued at $15,000. Lyman H a l l , no longer extant, 
housed a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o f f i c e s as w e l l as l i v i n g space. I n a d d i t i o n t o 
these b u i l d i n g s , the 1886 Annual Report l i s t s Maples Cottage of 
1830-32 (#41; NR, 1980) Willow Park, probably the present Willow 
Cottage of cl880 (#1), and a Chapel. 

Annual Reports through 1910 r e f l e c t a r e a l change i n s p i r i t i n the 
school as w e l l as continued f i n a n c i a l support from the L e g i s l a t u r e . 
"As a whole, l i f e on the farm i s pleasant and f r e e . There i s no 
suggestion of r e s t r a i n t or of compulsion." i t was repor t e d i n 1887. 
The f o l l o w i n g year the acreage of the school was n e a r l y doubled w i t h 
purchase of the Wilson Farm, and a Superintendent's House was erected, 
f r e e i n g up Lyman H a l l t o house two " f a m i l i e s " . Wayside Cottage was 
added i n 1889 and the f o l l o w i n g year, c o n s t r u c t i o n of the school's '4 , % 
seventh f a m i l y house, t o be designed by Stephen Earle of Worcester, 
was approved by the L e g i s l a t u r e . I n 1892, i t was s t a t e d t h a t 

The Lyman School, l o c a t e d upon a farm of 17 0 acres, i s organized 
upon what i s known as the f a m i l y system: i . e . the boys l i v e i n 
cottages s u f f i c i e n t l y removed t o allo w each household t o be wh o l l y 
independent of the others. There are now 7 cottages, each 
c o n t a i n i n g from 2 5 - 37 inmates. 

The f o l l o w i n g year i t was reported t h a t , "The school i s no longer ' • 
considered a bad neighbor." I n some cases l o c a l farmers took Lyman 
boys t o board and work on t h e i r land, w h i l e they attended p u b l i c 
schools along w i t h the l o c a l c h i l d r e n ( A l l e n 1985: 321). 

By 1894, the school consisted of twelve widely s c a t t e r e d b u i l d i n g s 
i n c l u d i n g the seven f a m i l y houses, a bakery, a storehouse, a 
superintendent's house w i t h some h o s p i t a l f a c i l i t i e s , a manual 
t r a i n i n g shop, a chapel, and a barn. I n 1895 the school was 
supplemented by purchase of a farm i n nearby B e r l i n w i t h a house and 
o u t b u i l d i n g s . Twenty-five younger boys were moved there, pres\imably 
t o keep them away from p o t e n t i a l l y e v i l i n f l u e n c e s . During the next 
few years, the main campus was augmented by a d d i t i o n of a 

•- long-requested schoolhouse (#21) and a laundry i n 1899, the conversion 
of the chapel (#20) from a residence, and c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Gables, 
and the Inn i n 1901. Construction of a h o s p i t a l (#16) i n 1904, and of 
the Worcester-Wachusett Cottage (#25) i n 1909 marked the end of the 
Lyman School's expansion u n t i l a maintenance shop (#19) was added i n 
1923, and a t r i o of cottages (#28-30) were b u i l t on the c r e s t of the 
h i l l i n the e a r l y 193 0s, probably as a WPA p r o j e c t . 

The programs of the Lyman School continued through the mi d - t w e n t i e t h 
century, although the f a m i l y atmosphere w i t h l i v e - i n s u b s t i t u t e * 
parents became d i f f i c u l t t o maintain when work s h i f t s were introduced 

(continued) 
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i n .the 1930s. The emphasis remained on r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and j o b 
t r a i n i n g . The boys' days included school and trade programs w i t h 
plumbers, e l e c t r i c i a n s , and carpenters. The p r i n t shop handled many 
jobs f o r the s t a t e . The farm also provided work o p p o r t u n i t i e s and won 
awards f o r l i v e s t o c k and produce ( A l l e n 1985: 321-22). 

By the 1960s, the Lyman School l i k e the other s t a t e reform schools, 
was beset by the problems of overcrowding, runaways, and inadequate 
f a c i l i t i e s . At one p o i n t the p o p u l a t i o n rose to 590 boys i n a school 
designed f o r 300. I n 1969, Massachusetts passed reform l e g i s l a t i o n , 
and i n 1971 a l l the s t a t e reform schools were closed, t h e i r programs 
replaced by community-based a l t e r n a t i v e s . Portions of the former 
Lyman School campus are now used by several s t a t e agencies i n c l u d i n g 
the Water P o l l u t i o n Control D i v i s i o n , the Public Welfare Department, 
and the D i v i s i o n of F i s h e r i e s and W i l d l i f e which maintains i t s 
headquarters there. Part of the campus has been t r a n s f e r r e d to the 
Mass. Micro E l e c t r o n i c s Center, a j o i n t venture between high-tech 
i n d u s t r i e s and nine engineering schools t o provide t r a i n i n g i n 
advanced semiconductor technology. The drug-treatment program. 
Spectrum House, also uses some of the campus. I n 1972 a D i s t r i c t 
Court was b u i l t on the campus, and i n the mid-1980s nineteen acres 
were given t o the town DPW f o r t h e i r headquarters ( A l l e n 1985: 
323-325). 

Archaeological S i g n i f i c a n c e 

Although numerous p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s have been i d e n t i f i e d i n the 
Westborough area, few have been s y s t e m a t i c a l l y s t u d i e d r e s u l t i n g i n 
l i m i t e d i n t e r p r e t a t i v e value f o r known s i t e s . These f a c t o r s i n d i c a t e 
s u r v i v i n g s i t e s w i t h i n the Lyman School f o r Boys would be s i g n i f i c a n t , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y those w i t h i n t e g r i t y i n d i c a t i n g the p o t e n t i a l f o r 
systematic study. P r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s i n t h i s area can c o n t r i b u t e to a 
b e t t e r understanding of Native American settlement and subsistence 
p a t t e r n s along the eastern edge of the Central Massachusetts uplands, 
and the r e l a t i o n s h i p of those s i t e s to s i t e s i n the c o a s t a l lowlands. 
S i t e s i n t h i s area can also be used t o t e s t hypotheses r e l a t i n g 
p r e h i s t o r i c settlement and subsistence i n d i f f e r e n t r i v e r i n e 
drainages. The Lyman School f o r Boys l i e s i n the headwaters of the 
Sudbury/Assabet/Concord/Merrimack River drainage w i t h the Blackstone 
River drainage l o c a t e d i n neighboring, towns to the south. 
P r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s i n t h i s area may contains data which enable a study 
of the extant t o which these drainages i n f l u e n c e d the s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l 
and economic systems of people who l i v e d i n the area. 

H i s t o r i c a r c h aeological remains described above have the p o t e n t i a l to 
f u r t h e r document the 17th through 20th century h i s t o r i c land use a t 
the school as w e l l as provide d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n on the s o c i a l , 
c u l t u r a l and economic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s which t y p i f i e d a g r i c u l t u r a l 
farmsteads i n the area from i n i t i a l settlement i n the 17th century 

(continued) 
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through the mid 19th century. S i m i l a r i n f o r m a t i o n can also be 
obtained f o r the State and f a c i l i t y from the l a t e r 19th through the 
e a r l y 2 0th century. Further documentary research combined w i t h 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l survey and excavation can l o c a t e p o s s i b l e components of 
Westborough's f i r s t settlement p e r i o d i n the 17th century. S t r u c t u r a l 
remains of farmstead from t h i s p e r i o d and subsegment periods may 
sur v i v e which would enable a r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of continous a g r i c u l t u r a l 
land use i n the area up t o the r e l o c a t i o n of the Lyman School f o r Boys 
to t h i s area i n the 1880's. Occupational r e l a t e d features associated 
w i t h s t r u c t u r e remains and extant s t r u c t u r e s can provide d e t a i l e d 
i n f o r m a t i o n p e r t a i n i n g t o l i f e on these e a r l y farms, how they changed 
through time and, the extent t o which they were s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t or 
i n t e p a t e d i n t o l o c a l / r e g i o n a l a g r i c u l t u r a l economics. Archaeology can 
also document the l o c a t i o n of the towns f i r s t meetinghouse making a 
f u r t h e r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o a r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the town's e a r l y p o o r l y 
dociamented h i s t o r y . S t r u c t u r a l remains associated w i t h State 
ownership i n the l a t e 19th through the 20th century can document the 
l o c a t i o n s of n\imerous b u i l d i n g s r e p o r t e d l i s t d u r i n g the p e r i o d . 
These remains combined w i t h documentary resources and occupational ' 
r e l a t e d features can also document several cases of adaptive reuse of 
p r e - e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e s w i t h i n the i n s t i t u t i o n a l system and the extent 
t o which reuse occurred. S t r u c t u r a l remains of a g r i c u l t u r a l 
o u t b u i l d i n g s and r e l a t e d occupational features, p a r t i c u l a r l y t r a s h 
areas can help b e t t e r understand the r e l a t i v e importance of 
a g r i c u l t u r e a t the f a c i l i t y through time, and the extent t o which the 
farming o p e r a t i o n provided work therapy o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r minutes. 
Occupational r e l a t e d features associated w i t h d o r m i t o r i e s and 
residences can also provide valuable i n f o r m a t i o n on the l i v e s of 
inmated and s t a f f a t the school and the extent t o which these 
c o n d i t i o n s compared w i t h other State f a c i l i t i e s and normal l i f e . 

(end) 
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Verbal Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n • • ,-" " * v , 

See attached maps. • , ' ' " -.-•yy ''  

Verbal Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The nominated boundaries represent a domination of the campus achieved 
d u r i n g the p e r i o d of s i g n i f i c a n c e , by excluding land given t o the town 
of Westborough f o r a town garage. 
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LYMAN SCHOOL FOR BOYS 
WESTBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS 

DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

MAP # BUILDING NAME DATE STYLE ARCHITECT STATUS RESOURCE 

-^'lA Willow Cottage . - 1880 I t a l i a n a t e • • .. . V- -:, . • C B 

'^•'' 
Farm Garage/Barn ca. 1880 U t i l i t a r i a n • rg . B ' 

3 Piggery 1912 U t i l i t a r i a n 

• . ' • -
B 

•4... \ Cow Barn 1900 U t i l i t a r i a n •••'.-- ' . -.' ..-'•-. r -My - • 
s' ' 
6 

Shed 
Farm O f f i c e 

ca. 1905 
ca. 1900 

U t i l i t a r i a n 
Craftsman - ' A A -• ' •' •••'' ^A 

7 Calf and B u l l Barn ca. 1900 U t i l i t a r i a n ; „ - '- '^ ~-'^.r -. .. • C ' 
.® Shed ca. 1900 U t i l i t a r i a n 

• ' -• 
Shed " ca. 1900 U t i l i t a r i a n • ' 
Horse Barn ca. 1900 Utilitarian • 

.* • - • • .. ^ • 
,M" • ' • 

S t a f f Cottage ca. 1920 Colonial Revival 

•• ". • • '• - .' 
12 S t a f f Cottage ca. 1910 Bungalow A • 
13 S t a f f Cottage ca. 1910 Craftsman y - - , -y 0.'- . r̂  '''"̂  -14 garage ca. 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n -. . • • ''-... 1..-' "'• ' . ^ y . iW-' y ' :-
15- S t a f f Cottage "•. ca. 1910 Colonial Revival -.- ''" '. ''B 

H o s p i t a l 1902-04 Craftsman Barker & Nourse * . B 
17 A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ca. 1840/86 Greek Rev./Queen Anne c 
18 Power Plant 1900 Crafts/Queen Anne c St '•r s.,.^-: "yy 
19 Service Warehouse 1923 Craftsman elements B y y 
20. Chapel ca. 1900 Queen Anne B 
44 a t t . garage ca. 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n C ' B 
21 Old School 1906 Queen Anne W i l l i a m Gibbons Preston c B / • 
22 Auditorium 1930 Colonial Revival c B 
23 Oaks Cottage 1903 Queen Anne 

•-. •-• •-
c B \ y' : 

24 H i l l s i d e Cottage 1886 Queen Anne George Clough c B •'::•''-yr A 
25 Wore./Wachusett Cot. 1909 Craftsman y Preston & Kahlmeyer c B 
26 Food Service B u i l d i n g 1945 Modern Maloney & Tessier m ̂  m. • *• V ; 
27 New School 1956 Modern NC B* .. ... , . 
28 Westview Cottage 1931 Colonial Revival "; • '--y-ir^ . • - - . ' . •' -. • C B 
29 Sunset Cottage 1932 Colonial Revival G - 1 
30 Overlook Cottage ca. 1932 Colonial Revival 

.<> • , ••• 
'--^y • "\ 

31 Garage (metal) ca. 1970 U t i l i t a r i a n •'3^y'''' 
32 O f f i c e (MMEC) ca. 1985 Modern 
33 O f f i c e (MMEC) ca. 1985 Modern 

' •• • • . 
34 Boulder Cottage 1894 Romanesque Revival Stephen Earle 
35 ICF House ca. 1980 Modern B 
36 C i v i l Defense Bunker ca. 1950 U t i l i t a r i a n St 
37 Radio Tower ca. 1950 n/a St 
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LYMAN SCHOOL FOR BOYS 
WESTBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS 

DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

MAP # BUILDING NAME DATE STYLE 

38 House ca. 1900 Crafts/Col. Rev. 
39 garage ca. 1940 n/a 
40 F i r s t D i s t r i c t Court ca. 1985 Modern 
41 Maples Cottage 1830-32 Federal/Greek Revival 
42 Elms Cottage 1906 Craftsman 
43 D a v i t t (Nathan Fisher) 1820-26 Federal 
45 Lyman H a l l s i t e (1886) . n/a 
46 H i l l s i d e (#24) Lawn n/a y- n/a . 
47 Maples (#41) Lawn n/a n/a 
48 H o s p i t a l (#16) Lawn n/a n/a 

ARCHITECT STATUS RESOURCE 

C B 
NC B 
NC B 
NR 1980 -
C B 
NR 1980 -

• - ,C - Si 
Si ' - V 

Si - ' f 

Si 

TOTAL RESOURCES: 3 6 C o n t r i b u t i n g ; 10 Noncontributing 

31 C o n t r i b u t i n g Buildings 
1 C o n t r i b u t i n g Structures 
4 C o n t r i b u t i n g Sites 

8 Noncontributing B u i l d i n g s 
2 Noncontributing Structures 

* ^ 
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1 LYMAN SCHOOL FOR BOYS; SECOND ANNUAL REPORT; 1849; FIGURE #3 



LYMAN SCHOOL FOR BOYS: SECOND ANNUAL REPORT: 1849 FIGURE P^A 



LYMAN SCHOOL FOR BOYS; SECOND ANNUAL REPORT; 1849; FIGURE #5 

Wfji-h Shops 

I 

.'ti'hnnl Eocrm. 

.iii +y » M-F. $ 

Sat3 

Ei'rTtatifi 

fUf n t I A f . a 

Rou-P TtonC 

. y-A: 

I C C 

.r r 

I 

-i 

J . —k J 

"j I ' . i i r l tiitn-rrr. j 

in i: • '•>• f . i 1 M « f . 

. I ! 

£1 f^ct Z?f70 m. 
7 f M 1-3 P. 

J'l An £/J iI§0/Jlf I LSI El Ji 

Kool' 

3i> r. « SI 3 J L : ' 

I 

I 
J 

—̂ 

/ h t r r r t ^ . - r 

10'r J 

1 
J 

7 

' ' Iwmher* 

IS f ') X ^6 A: / y 

1_ 

1 • " • r = ] i ? ' ^ d ft'i>ti'/i 
d _ -11 f > / I ' f . 

. 3 — H 
• r n I > n r L .V 

1 

77 Drti 'rtiln ' iv.f 

in. fhi^' >^irtij 

:th' f . * HI f . 

S f ^ t r x f j ItQcrm. - 1 

Hull 

! ^ TTjiiSTjUak 

l - a r l n r ^ r " ' / / • • • 

J 
Artyummnrlatiim-i t'm* Sufi* 

ivy A . '6V: !>/ " - J " 



-i*3J;W:.->^V..,.. -• • 

DriwiL fion niture iy CE.Bopwill L.H.Brjdfora k : 

1847-48. t LENGTH OF FRONT 385 FT. I 3 REAR WINGS 200 FT. EACH. 



i^,:i-

lid 
\ri 

^^^^ i W S'^'UfV^^ 

RE*;;.,; -

Kfi-'r-' •'• 

my'i. "• 
'A'r 

• i^iwW^|i(f i f | 

( m i i l i l P l f i j M 

-5 

.1 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
X •: NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Lyman School f o r Boys 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Massachusetts State H o s p i t a l s MPS 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/21/94 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/25/94 

DATE RECEIVED: 6/10/94 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 7/07/94 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 'r-:r.--.: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 94000693 "v t -' ' 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: „,, 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS; 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: 

COMMENT WAIVER: N ' " 

l / ACCEPT RETURN 

N 
N 
Y 

REJECT l . ^ - ' f ^ DATE 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS; 

•\}'iMK Adf^ . •^y-.-.-y,.. - - - '-y.: ' y 

RECOM./CRIT 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

< 

••iyy-
A \A 

'-^y-'f^-'. -•i 



-'*'^y^'-'^^":'^S^''"'^r-- \;i^-y •:-':-^y -y-y^' 

CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 
^v*;.. r -i-y :.. 

^ y • 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification ^ I •yT -^ iv . i ; , |, 

descriptive text ' y'-''',iy^'fA - -..-^f^A - . y^-...^y 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Signi f icance—Check and j u s t i f y below ŝ *̂  
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June 8, 1994 

Carol S h u l l 
N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. S h u l l : 

RECEIVED 413 

JUN 

INTERAGENCY RESOURCES DfVISION 
NATIONAL RMIK SERVICE 

Enclosed please f i n d the f o l l o w i n g nomination form: 

Lyman School f o r Boys, Oak Street, Westborough (Worcester 
County), Massachusetts, 01518. 

The nomination has been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board 
and has been signed by the State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r . 
Owners were n o t i f i e d of pending State Review Board c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
60-120 days before the meeting and were a f f o r d e d the o p p o r t u n i t y 
to comment. Of a t o t a l of 3 pr o p e r t y owners, 2 have objected t o 
the l i s t i n g (see enclosed l e t t e r s ) . The t h i r d p r o p e r t y owner i s 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy "Friedberg \ edberg \ 
N a t i o n a l Register D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 
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October 27, 1993 
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MASS. HIST. CO.MrvK 

Ms. Judith B. McDonough ^ 
Executive Director . ,t . " f' > 
State Historic Preservation Officer ; ' i*. 4̂ - ' ' ' 
Massachusetts Historical Conunission • \. 
80 Boylston Street F j * : ' 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116-4802 -'""^'y-^'.i^. ' " '' ' 

Dear Ms. McDonough: * •' 

The Massachusetts Technology Park Corporation ("Corporation") acknowledges receipt 
of your letter of 11 August 1993 regarding the consideration by the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission of the Lyman School for Boys in Westborough for nomination to the National p 
Register of Historic Places. 

The Corporation is a public instrumentality of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. It 
is the owner of a portion of the former Lyman School for Boys in Westborough. 

The Corporation desires that its real property located at the former Lyman School for 
Boys not be nominated to the National Register of Historic Places. The Corporation is of the 
opinion that such a designation could serve to frustrate or impede the public purposes for 
which the Corporation was created and for which the real property comprising a portion of 
the former Lyman School for Boys was transferred to the Corporation by the Massachusetts 
Legislature. 

Briefly, the Corporation is a public economic development agency of the Common­
wealth. The Corporation is charged with using the full breadth of its institutional resources, 
including its real property located at the former Lyman School for Boys, to induce firms in 
the electronics and related industries to locate their wealth and job-creating activities in 
Massachusetts. To that end, for example, the Governor last Friday announced that Kopin 
Corporation would locate its activities on the Corporation's real property, creating over two 
hundred direct jobs over the next few months and approximately one thousand direct and 
indirect jobs over the next five years. This is the first of what the Corporation hopes to be a , 
number of firms which determine to locate in Massachusetts, and particularly in and on the 
real property of the Corporation in Westborough. 

A project of tfie Massactiusetts Tectinology Park Corporation 



To further these desirable public purposes, the Massachusetts Legislature gave the 
Corporation broad statutory authority to develop and lease its real property. To the extent 
that nomination as you have proposes would serve to burden these public purpose activity, the 
Corporation respectfully but vigorously suggest that you not proceed. 

On behalf of the Corporation, I would welcome the opportunity to discuss the 
Corporation's position with you. , ? 

Your 

Philip 
General Counsel 

.yy 



'^r 

• i t ; -

^ r\ :)Eiv 
NOV 2 2 1995 ' 

MASS. HIST. COMM. 

Substance Abuse 

Treotment 

Aftercare 

Research 

November 16, 1993 

J u d i t h B. McDonough 
Executive D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
80 Boylston S t r e e t 
Boston, MA 02116 ; 

Commi ssion 

RE: Proposed Nomination of the Lyman School Campus 
for L i s t i n g on the National Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places 

Dear Ms. McDonough: r 

I am w r i t i n g t o express my concern about the 
proposed nomination of the Lyman School Campus f o r 
l i s t i n g on the National Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places. 

Spectrum A d d i c t i o n Services has occupied several 
b u i l d i n g s on the Lyman School Campus since 
June, 1979 as the nexus of a n a t i o n a l l y recognized 
substance abuse treatment center. As r e c e n t l y as 
l a s t year we renovated the Elms Cottage to house a 
d e t o x i f i c a t i o n f a c i l i t y . I t i s not cle a r from the 
r e g u l a t i o n s i n the Federal Register whether tenants 
- Spectrum c u r r e n t l y leases the b u i l d i n g s from the 
Commonwealth on a 30 year lease - have any r i g h t s 
i n law t o o b j e c t to the nomination. However, given 
the l e n g t h of our tenure and the investment we have 
made i n renovations ($5 m i l l i o n p l u s ) , we c e r t a i n l y 
have a l e g i t i m a t e i n t e r e s t i n the d i s p o s i t i o n of 
the p r o p e r t y . 

I am extremely conce 
which w i l l r e s u l t f r 
placed on the H i s t o r 
t h a t w i l l have i n t h 
mission: t o provide 
neediest drug a d d i c t 
means the homeless, 
w i t h severe medical 

:-'t 

rned about the u n c e r t a i n t y 
om the Lyman campus being 
i c Register, and the e f f e c t 
e f u l f i l l m e n t of Spectrum's 
services to the poorest and 
s. Today t h a t i n c r e a s i n g l y 
the HIV p o s i t i v e , and those 
and p s y c h i a t r i c problems. 

OFFICERS 

Roy Ross 

President 

Barbara Commons, RN 

Secretory-Treosurer 

Edward McTighe. Esq. 

Oti^-' 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Robert R Galea, Ph.D. 

Choirperson 

Marc Speiser, D.M.D. 

Gilbert Bellerose, D.M.D. 

Audrey Brown, RN, M.Ed. 

John Carbone 

Michael Gelb 

Joseph Gill 

Robert Holden, Esq. 

Robert Horowitz 

Norman MacKay 

Richard Redone 

Michele Zide. Ed.D. 
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Joint Commission on 
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Organizations 
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Massachusetts Department 

of Public Health, Division 

of Substance Abuse Services 
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Alcohol & Drug Abuse Associat 
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Spectrum Capital Campaign 

Spectrum Research Center 

106 East Main Street 

Westboro, MA 01581 

508-898-1550 

FAX 508-836-4242 
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155 Oak Street 

Westboro, MA 01581 

508-898-1560 

FAX 508-898-3881 

Spectrum Primary Care 

154 Oak Street 

Westboro, MA 01581 

508-898-1570 

FAX 508-898-1578 

Spectrum Outpatient Services 
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Worcester, MA 01609 

508-797-6100 : 
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154 Oak Street 

Westboro, MA 01581 

508-898-1580 



Judith B. McDonough 
November 19, 1993 
Page Two y-- -i -• 

In order to expand much-needed s e r v i c e s , i t i s 
e s s e n t i a l for us to continue to raise funds from a 
vari e t y of sources without the additional 
constraints introduced by compliance with more 
regulation. 

We have demonstrated our respect for the 
ar c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y and h i s t o r i c a l significance 
of the Lyman campus in previous renovations we have 
undertaken. We w i l l continue to do so. We ask 
that our a b i l i t y to f u l f i l l our mission i s 
considered and respected by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission in i t s decision. We believe 
that placing the Lyman campus on the Hi s t o r i c 
Register w i l l discourage the kind of innovation and 
investment e s s e n t i a l to keeping the campus v i t a l 
and functional. 

Thank you for your consideration of t h i s matter. I f 
you need any further information, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Roy^~I\ Ross 
President 
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June 14, 1994 

Carol S h u l l , Keeper 
N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. S h u l l : 

Enclosed please f i n d the f o l l o w i n g nomination form: 

Lyman School f o r Boys, Oak Street, Westborough (Worcester County), 
Massachusetts, 01518 

The nomination has been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board 
and has been signed by the State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r . 
The nomination was presented t o the State Review Board a t i t s 
October 1993 meeting, w i t h a vote t a b l e d u n t i l the December 8 
meeting of the Board. Owners were n o t i f i e d of pending State Review 
Board c o n s i d e r a t i o n 60-12 0 days before the October meeting and were 
a f f o r d e d the o p p o r t u n i t y t o comment. Of a t o t a l of three p r o p e r t y 
owners, two have objected t o the l i s t i n g (see enclosed l e t t e r s ) . 
Of the two o b j e c t o r s , i t i s our understanding t h a t one, Spectrum 
Drug, i s a leaseholder r a t h e r than an owner and i s t h e r e f o r e not 
e n t i t l e d t o o b j e c t . The second o b j e c t i o n i s from Massachusetts 
M i c r o e l e c t r o n i c s Center, a p u b l i c economic development agency of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and again, we understand t h a t as 
such they are not e n t i t l e d t o o b j e c t . The t h i r d p r o p e r t y owner i s 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy T r i e d b e r g 
N a t i o n a l Register D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Enclosure 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116-4802 (617)727-8470 Fax:(617)727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretory 



DATE THU, JUN 23, 1994, 11:42 AM Page: 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES PROPERTY REPORT 

REFERENCE No. : 94000693 Control No.: 940623/lilIilk 

PROPERTY NAME: Lynan School for Boys ' • 

18 

OTHER NAME/ 
SITE No. 

Massachusetts State Reform School;See Also:Fisher,Nathan,Hou 
se;Maples Cottage 

MULTIPLE NAME: Massachusetts State Hospitals MPS 

ADDRESS/ Jet. of Oak and South Sts. 

B01.INDARY : 

CITY: Westborough 

COUNTY: Uorcester 

Restricted Location Infonnation: 

STATE: MASSACHUSETTS 

Owner: PRIVATE Resource Type: DISTRICT 
STATE 

Contributing Noncontributing 

Buildings 
Sites 
Structures 
Objects 

31 
1 
4 
0 

Nomination/Determination Type: MULTIPLE RESOURCE 

Nominator: STATE GOVERNMENT Nominator Name: 
NOT APPLICABLE 

Federal 
Agency: 

NOT APPLICABLE 

NPS Park Name: NOT APPLICABLE 

Certifj-afion: DATE RECEIVED/PENDING NOMINATION Date: 06/10/94 

Other 
Certification; 

Historic 
Functions: 

Historic 
Subfunctions: 

Current 
Functiors: 

Current 
Subfunctions: 

NOT APPLICABLE 

DOMESTIC 
GOVERNMENT 
EDUCATION 
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE 

INSTITUTIONAL HOUSING 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 
SCHOOL 
STORAGE 
AGRICULTURAL FIELDS 
ANIMAL FACILITY 

DOMESTIC 
COMMERCE/TRADE 
EDUCATION ' "" 
GOVERNMENT ' 

INSTITUTIONAL HOUSING 
BUSINESS 
RESEARCH FACILITY 
GOVERNMENT OFFICE 
COURTHOUSE 

• 

Level of NATIONAL 
Significance: STATE 

LOCAL 

Applicable Criteria: EVENT 
PERSON 
ARCHITECTURE/ENGINEEBINQ 

Significant Person's Name: Lynan, Theodore 

Criteria Considerations: NOT APPLICABLE 

Area of Significance: 

Periods of: 1875-1899 
Significance: 1925-1949 

ARCHITECTURE 
EDUCATION 
SOCIAL HISTORY 

1900-1924 

Architect/Builder/Engineer/ 
Designer: 

Clough, George, et a l . 

Other Documentation: yj 

NOI APPLICABLE * 

HABS No. N/A 

Circa: Specific Sig. Years: 

J.84^ 

1885 

Cultural A f f i l i a t i o n : 

NOT APPLICABLE 

HAER No. N/A 

Architectural FEDERAL 
Styles: QUEEN ANNE 

LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS 

Describe Other Style: NOT APPLICABLE 

Foundation Materials: STONE 
Wall Materials: BRICK SHINGLE 
Roof Materials: ASPHALT 
Other Materials: UEATHERBOARD SLATE 

Acreage: 

UTM 

200.0 

Zone Easting Northing 

Coordinates: 19/ /2 82 490/ /46 85 790 
19/ /2 .51.700/ /46 84 460 

Zone Easting Northing 

19/ /2 83 380/ /46 85 730 
19/ /2 82 970/ /46 84 430 

/-7 


