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• McCauley Barn (cribwork interior) - Foresta:(McCauley Ranch). Located in open
pasture, adjacent to the old "El Portal Road" (trail), approx. 2\ miles S. of Foresta. 

This structure is similar in design to the Meyer Barn No. 1 because both have the 
log crib core for hay storage, with surrounding stalls. The McCauley Barn, which 
measures roughly 40' x 80', has a gable roof and is built into the hillside. The 
crib consists of peeled logs laid in alternating tiers and fastened together with 
a V-notch joint. The logs were not chinked. The deeply overhanging gable roof 
is supported by peeled log rafters, and while originally covered with wood shingles, 
is now covered with corrugated metal. The barn is sheathed with vertical board 
siding. The barn setting retains its historic character - has been used for grazing 
from 1897 to 1975.
• Meyer Barn No. 1 (saltbox shaped) - Big Meadow:

This is a gable roofed structure, with a lean-to shed addition, which gives the 
building the form of a saltbox. The main portion of the barn measures roughly 
30* x 20', with the lean-to measuring 30' x 16'. The frame of the barn consists 
of hand-hewn timbers arranged in five structural bents, with the horizontal beams 
fastened to the vertical columns by means of iron straps, and braced on each side 
with a diagonal timber. The frame is sheathed with vertical boards, except for 
the east facade, where sheathing is missing. The wood shingled roof is supported 
by peeled log rafters.

• Meyer Barn No..-2 (cribwork .interior)..,- Big Meadow:

This barn is a large structure measuring roughly 50' square, and has a steeply 
pitched, overhanging gable 1 on hip roof. The core of the structure consists of 
a rectangular log crib, approximately 25 feet in height, which supports the gable 
portion of the roof. The crib, which was evidently used for hay storage, is 
constructed with peeled logs laid on alternating tiers, and joined with a saddle 
notch joint, with no chinking between the logs. A space of several feet between 
the logs at one point was provided for pitching the hay into the stalls. The 
stalls were built on 3 sides of the crib, and the perimeter wall consists of 
hand-hewn studs and sills. The roof is carried by peeled log rafters. The barn 
is sheathed with vertical boards, and the original wood shingle roof has been 
covered with corrugated metal.
The Meyer Barns are located in close proximity to one another (photo #4) near 
the southwestern boundary of Big Meadow - a large open meadow within Yosemite 
National Park that comes approx. 1 square mile, (elevation 4500), The Meadow is 
currently in the process of nomination to the National Register as part of the 
Foresta-Big Meadow Archeological District. The southern edge of Big Meadow ia the 
location for the largest known prehistoric Sierran habitation site, 4-MRP-3. The 
site covers several acres and contains more than 400 bedrock mortar ceyes. Its 
midden may be 6 ft. deep in places. There are 19 other known sites withing the 
meadow and along its other 3 sides.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

These'three'barns are the'last remaining barns in Yosemite which poss'ess 
architectural significance and integrity. They also represent sbitte" local 
interest in ̂ agriculture through association with pioneering ranches once 
located \onfS^§,is^^^^^^^S^^^^^^^^^s^d.te National Park.

The barns differ from each other in form and design, but all are largely 
handcrafted. They are representative of local vernacular building traditions; 
and are nearly unchanged from their original appearance. Both the Me Cauley 
barn and the Meyer barn #2 are examples of an unusual California type 
known as the " Mormon Pole Barn", more often found in the Genessee Valley and 
dating from the 1850's.

The Me Cauley barn was built around 1883 by Irishman James McCauley, pioneer 
Yosemite trailbuilder and innkeeper: he built the Four Mile trail to Glacier 
Point in 1871 and the Glacier Point Mountain House in 1878. He was running 
the Mountain House in 1883 when he purchased the land for his ranch, elevation 
4000 ft., for winter headquatters. Glacier Point's 7214 ft. elevation and 
heavy show ruled out all-year residence. In 1886 Me Cauley added 200 acres 
to his original ranch through two separate purchases—these 200 acres would 
eventually become the Foresta subdivision. McCauley became a year round resident 
of the ranch in 1897 when some "political manuveur" (sic) forced him ftjom 
his Glacier'Point enterprise. McCauley then worked the ranch with his son, 
supplying beef to Valley businesses, until his death in an accident on the old 
Coulterville Road in 1911. In 1913 his son, Fred, sold the previously mentioned 
200 acres to C.P. Snell for $5500. In 1923 he sold the remainder of the ranch to 
his cousin, Horace M eyer for $6000. The property has been unoccupied since 1955 
and the National Park Service acquired it in 1974.

George Meyer, a German born ship carpenter, took over his brother Henry's homestead 
in Big Meadow in the 1870's. The meadow was considerably smaller than its present 
size before George cut trees and cleared brush. From sketchy biographical material 
it can be surmised that Meyer barn #2 was built in the late 1870's and #1 in the 
eatly 1880's. The walls of the latter barn were supposedly built flat on the ground 
and then raised in one piece. MeyErs ranch was a stage stop on the Old Coulterville 
Road and he supplied grains and vegetables to Yosemite Valley businesses. In 1900 he 
married Elizabeth McCauley, niece of his "neighbor" James McCauley and as previously 
noted, his son Horace added the McCauley holdings to the family property in 1923. 
George Mey€§ died in San Francisco in 1917 and was buried in that city.



McCauley, and Foresta files: Yosemite National Park Re^torch Library. 
Thollander, Earl. Barns of California, San Francisco, Calif. Historical Society. 
Shirley Sargent, The McCauley Ranch, typed manuscript. Sargent Collection. 
McHenry, Donald E. "Foresta's Yesterdays," Yosemite Nature Notes v.34:3,pp.43-45.
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The Meyer barns are defined by the boundaries of their walls. The archeological 
significance of their setting, precludes buffer zones around =the .buildirtgv > 
The J^cCauley barn includes a buffer of approximately 40 1 on all sides. The 
total area, including the barn, shall not exceed % acre*
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4-MRP.3 has been impacted by pothunters'-but the other sites seem relatively 
intact and the entire locale provides an opportunity for professionals to 
study a group's utilization of a specific environment zone. 
The Meadow is presently used as pasture for a number of horses and mules.


