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the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
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1. Namft r>f Prnpftrty
historic name Center Cemetery

other names/site number.

2. Location

Street & number. Sam Hill Rnari N/A not for publication
city or town Waorthington N/A  vicinity
state  Massachusetts .code_MA_county Hampshire ,code_Q15_zip code 01098

2 Statg/FeriPral Atft*nr.v Cprtifiratinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H*mination
» request for detennination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Greets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

-nationally < statewide lHreally. (s See eshtinuation sheet fer additienal esnintients:)

. ; . ,
Ayt JINAAN nN'olJ)  (AV'A U~ hy/

Signaturelof egitifying official/Title C~a'Metz, State Historic Preservation Officer Date

Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property » meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

lonal Park Service Cfirtifir.atinn
hereby certify that this property is: Date of Action /
rentered In the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



Center Cemetery
Name of Property

5. Classifir.atinn

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

_ private

j& public-local

_ public-State

_ public-Federal

(Check only one box)

_ building{s)
_ district

|E site

_ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

tilA

6. Fiinr.tinn or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNFRARY- Cemetery

7, Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

N/A

Narrative Description

Hampshire County, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
Q Q .building
JL sites
.structures
objects
Al. Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNFRARY: Cemetery

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation

walls

roof.

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Center Cameteary liesadong the south sde of Sam  Hill Road, approximately 05 miles
from Route 112 and Worthington Center to the eest, and 0.5 milesfrom Wes Stregt to
the west. Mature hardwood forests border the cemetery’s west and south sides, and an
abandoned gpple orchard dandsto the eest. Across Sam Hill Road, to the north, lies an
actively cultivated agricultura field.

Mature sugar maple trees, 30" to 36" in cdliper and planted in even rows (Photo #1), line
al four cemetery edges. Most have reeched heights of sixty to seventy-fivefeet, and
their enormous limbs branch horizontally into the cemetery, casting wide shadows over
the markers and monuments. On the eest, south, and west sde, dry-laidfieldstonewalls
dand just outsde the trees. Photogrgphs teken in the middle of the 2™ century show a
wooden fence aop the walls. Today the walls gand unedorned. Views across the
agricultural field northward are possible from the Sam Hill Road edge; however the done
walls and sugar mgples obscure other views from ingde the Cemetery out.  Thewallsand
treesform a strong edgeto the cametery, creating asanse of privacy and intimacy for
visitors.

Center Cemetery's 2.4 acresare rectangular in shape, and aturf and dirt cart path rims \*
of the land, just ingde the rowsof mgples. Two additiona paths, eech running
perpendicular to Sam Hill Road, allow visitors to crossthrough the Cemetery core.
Access to the perimeter path isa four points dong Sam Hill Road, where the perimeter
and perpendicular pathsjoin the road pavement.

This sygem of pathsformsagrid pattem, dividing the cemetery into four burial sections.
Each section reflects adifferent period inWorthington history and, coincidentally
cemeaeay landscape history. The oldest sones, dating from the 1770s through the 1820s
dand a the lowest point and westenimost section. Many of these markers are of native

(continued)
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gone such as marble and Goshen Stone, and many display the work of loca sgone
cavers. Crude gone subs mark severd graves in thisareg, with either initials of the
deceas=d, or no marking at all. The buria areagopears unplanned, as unreated
individuals have been buried Sde by Sde. Family members are not grouped. This area

contains many open spots, suggesting unmearked burids.

Moving esstward and up a gentle grade, the second section begins to group graves by
family and family plots, marked with a centra monument or tall obdisk, become the
norm. Granite copings and comer pogs mark some plots, and the landform in some hes
been mounded to reinforcethe plot edges Marble isthe dominant materid for markers
and monuments in thisarea, and mogt date to the mid-19"" century. Victorian imagery
adorns many of the dones.

Family plots dominate the third section, which slands on the cemetery's highest point.
Granite becomes more common here, and most donesdateto the late 19*' and early 20*
century. The gze of the plot markers distinguishes this section from others. Centrd
monuments are lower in height and lessomeate, suggesting movement away fromthe
Victorian style of the second section.

The fourth section, the cemetery's newes, liesto the eest and dightly below the third.
Pre-sold family plots cover the entire section, and many are marked with 30-inch-high
high granite markers. Omamenta shmbbery, nearly aosent from all other sections of the
cemetery, adoms severd plots. Both the markers and omamentd plantingsreflect a more
contemporary aesthetic in cemetery design.

Center Cemeteary contains 631 monuments and markers, making it second in burias to
North Cemetery. Sixty-three percent of the sonesae marble, many of which were likely
obtained from regiona sources. Granite, predominant in the new sections, accounts for
33% of the dones. Other materias include browngtone, quartz, wood, and zinc. Goshen
Stone, amaterid quarried in the adjacent town of Gashen (to Worthington's north),
gopearsin markersin the oldest sections. Its metamorphic and sedimentary

(continued)
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characterigics make it essy to chip and carve and, a the same time, durable. The
markers of Newcomb Cleveland (d. 1825), Ambrose Hanchet (d. 1797), and Asa Cottrel
(d. 1790) are carved in Goshen Sone. Fiecesof uncarved Goshen Slone mark severd
other graves.

Many of the sonesexhibit the work of loca sone carvers. The Skes family, agroup of
cavers working in Westem Massachusetts between 1770 and 1820, may have cregted the
motifs on the sonesof Ambrose Hanchet (d. 1797), John Cutler (d. 1802), Newcomb
Cleveland (d. 1825), Sphrona Kingman (d. 1804), and Amanda Tinker (d. 1811),
dthough the work isnot signed. Other carvers with Sgned work include G. FHeming (the
goneof Captain James Kelly), H. Pomeroy (the 1834 and 1838 sonesof Ezra (Photo #3)
and Esher Starkwegther, respectively), and Rule & Marble (the sone of Minerva
Meech). T. Sturges Sgned the stone of Charlotte Hubbard, Logan & Joyner Sgned the
Cait family monument, and F. Munnier sgned the done of Ruth Granger. Other than the
dgnatures on each of the aforementioned, little information is known about eech artist's
location and breadth of work.

The 1777 grave of Jarame Kinne (Photo #4) merits goecid attention. Carved in Goshen
Stone isthe Hampton Indian motif, one of the very few that exist outsde of their native
Hampton, Connecticut. James Sater, an historian and scholar of early New England
gravesone carvings, describes the image as having,

"acmde [faceg] that inextreme cages congdtfing] of apair
of dose-s=t beady eyes &t above aproboscis tmnk or beek
that protmdes downward from the tiny head.. .From the
face extends aphdanx of upbent, stiff, pointed feathers,
that givethe lunette a somewhat Indian chief-like
gopearance. Six-rayed rosettes are often used in the
horizonta row below the face, and.. .there isusudly a
centra heart in thisarea” (Cormecticut Academy of Arts
and Scences, 1987)

(continued)
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The identity of the carver isunknown, however the sonesrarity, particularly in the hill
towns of Wesdem Massachusetts meke it avauable Cametery ass=t.

In addition to the many localy-carved single grave markers, Center Cametery contains
many monuments in avariety of fonesand sone combinations and design styles. Of
particular note is the brownstone Granger obelisk (ca. 1868) (Photo #2), with its broken
fluted shaft, and crown and dasped hands motifs. The Hewitt (ca 1840), Kingman (ca
1882) and Parsons(ca 1883) obdisks conss of ample, classicdly detalled Sddlae. The
Burr monument (ca. 1880) a0 exhibitsclasscd detailing. The ca 1923 Robinson
monument features alarge pink granite column topped with adrgped um. The Brewster
family plot, marked centrally with ataupe granite stela, isenclosed with alow iron fence
scured a each comer by granite posts.

Complementing the many landscape features, markers, and monuments is an array of
perennia groundcover - wild strawberry, perennia Thyme, Bluets, Indian Paintbmshes,
and woolly lichens — that blanket the cemetery floor. These goecies have been dlowed to
proliferate amongs the turf grasses, providing texture and color throughout the spring,
summer, and fall.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stesare located in the cemetery or in the generd area
(within one mile), Stesmay be present. Environmenta characteridtics of the cametery
and surrounding locae represent many locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, disance to
wetlands) that indicate the presence of Native American dtesin thisarea. The cemaery
islocated on awell drained, level to moderately doping sream terrace dong the northem
dope of Starkweether Hill less than one-haf mile west of Worthington Center. A
tributary of Watts Streem drains southeedt to the Westfield River. The arealieswithin
the Connecticut River drainage. Given the above information, regiona Native American

(continued)
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settlement pattems, and soil disturbance resulting from grave excavations, a moderate
potentia exists for locating ancient Native American resourcesin the cemetery.

A high potentia exigts for locating significant historic archaeologica resourcesin the
Center Cemetery. Additional documentary research combined with archaeol ogica
aurvey and testing may help locate evidence of outbuildings, boundary merkers,
unmarked graves, and funerary reated artifacts in the cemetery. Any surviving
archaeologica resourcesin the cemetery may be especidly important, Snce no written
records are known that document the early founding and evolution of the cemetery.
Stmctura evidence of outbuildings may exist related to the maintenance and functioning
of the cemetery. Pog-holes and other evidence of walls, gates and fences may do
aurvive that marked early boundaries of the cametery and family burial arees. Open
goeces between gravesin the ceametary are often said to mark unmearked graves, possibly
the result of lost markers or from being intentionally unmarked. Marked and unmarked
graves may contain stratigraphic evidence of grave shafts, coffins, human remains, ad
other funerary rdated artifacts. Gravestones and artifacts may a<o be randomly scattered
below surface in the cemetery and related with specific activities such as memorials.

(end)
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Name of Property
8. Statement nf Signifir.anre

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events ttiat have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

_x C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of atype, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

_ B removed from its original location.

__ C a hirthplace or grave.

jt D a cemetery.

_ E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
_F acommemorative property.

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihlingraphirai Referenp.es

Hampshire County, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Social History
Landscape Architecture

Community Planning & Development

Period of Significance
1774-1954

Significant Dates
1774

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
G. Fleming; H. Pomeroy; Logan & Joyner;

F. Munnier; T. Sturges; Rule & Marble (stone carvers)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

_ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
JL Local government
_University
_ Other
Name of repository:



Center Cemetery Hampshire County, Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 2 4 Acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 18 6.69.280 46.95.400
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By

name/title Martha H Lyon, ASLA, Proprietor, Paysage-with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission ,date January, 2004
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617 727 8470
city or town Boston state MA_ .Zip code_Q212"

Adriitional nop.iimentatlon
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Town of Worthington

street & number Town Hall, P. O. Box 247, Huntington Road telephone 41"?"R 5577

city or town Worthington . state_ MA- .Zip code 01098

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information Is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this fomri is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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8. NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Center Cemetery, Sam Hill Road, possessesintegrity of location, design, setting,
materids, workmanship, feeling and association and meats National Regigter Criteria A
and C a thelocd level. Standing dongside mature woodlands, relict gpple orchards, and
cultivated agricultura lands neer the hamlet of Worthington Center, Center Cemetery
was edablished in the 1770s, just ten years after the settlement of thetown. Loca legend
clamsthat graves from the town'soriginal meetinghouse burying ground were moved to
Center Cemetery in the early 1790s  This coincided with the relocation of the
meetinghouse from a gpot one-haf mile west of the cemetery, to ancther half mile eedl.
However, no written materia exists documenting the exact date of Center Cemetery's
founding. Itsearliest buria occurred circa 1774, and it continues to accommodate new
gravestothisday. I1ts2.4 aoesmekesit thethird largest of Worthington's six
cemeteries.

Center Cemetery holds the graves of many of Worthington's original settlers and their
families, organizers of the First Congregationd Church, veterans of fivewars, and many
familiesinfluential in the growth and development of thetown. Settlers include Nahum
Eager (d. 1805), Worthington's first town clerk and representative to the Provincia
Congress, John Kinne (d. 1813), one of the first Worthington Sdectmen, and John Weaits
(d. 1777), thetown'sfirst Tithingman. Ebenezer Leonard (d. 1813), aRevolutionary War
Lieutenant, led the assembling of loca troops, and isone of twelve veterans of the
American Revolution and 51 total veteransburied & Center Cemetery. Prominent
familiesinclude the Brewders (descendents of Mayflower passengers). Starkwesthers,
Burrs, and Porters, al involved in organizing, developing, and shaping the town.

(continued)
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Center Cemetary meats Criterion C through severd landscgpe features and many locally-
caved grave markers. While the cemetery is open dong its entire northem boundary to
Sam Hill Road, its other edges are secured by afieldstonewall. Mature sugar maple
trees, planted in even rows, line the entire perimeter. Crudeturf and dirt cart paths
traverse the cemeery in agrid pattem. Wild srawberry, perennid thyme, lichens, and
bluets are among the many wildflowersgrowing amid the cemetery's turf, creating a
colorfia carpet throughout.

Many of Center Cemetery's markers reflect materias of the local environment and the
artigtry of loca craftsmen. Marble, astone nativeto the Berkshires, accounts for 63% of
the markers and monuments, with severd gonesdisplaying the work of loca carvers.
Included isthe signed work of G. Fleming, H. Pomeroy, Rule& Marble, T. Sturges,
Logan & Joyner, and F. Munnier. Goshen Stone, amateria nativeto the neighboring
town of Gashen, marks severd graves, including the mogst unusud grave of Jareme Kinne
(d. 1777) (Photo #4). The marker displaysthe rare "Hampton Indian™ motif, an image
found in very few places outsde of Hampton, Connecticut.

Center Cametery retains the integrity of an 1century rura burial ground, arranged
dongdde agricultura fields, orchards, and woodlands, and protected by afieldstonewall.
While burids continue a the cemetery to thisday, Worthington hes maintained its
centuries-old character and preserved it as one the town's most significant historic

landscapes.
A Brief History of Worthington

Establis/iment and Early History (1700s)

The land that comprises the town of Worthington today was purchased on June 2, 1762
from the Province of Massachusetts Bay. It was sold at auction as'Plantation Number 3
dong with severd other landtracts in the area. Aaron Willard . of Lancagter mede the
purchase for himsalf and four other buyers Sdah Barnard, Josah Dwight, Timothy
Dwight, and John Worthington, for whom the Town was named. Thesefive people were

(continued)
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the origina proprietors of Plantation Number 3, and the earliest settlers purchased land
from them. The proprietors donated land for the settlement'sfirst meetinghouse, grist
mill, and school, and dsofinancedthe constmction of the megtinghouse and grist mill.

Many of Worthington's first settlers came to the areafrom Preston, Cormecticut. They
began to arrive and establish homesteads by the late spring of 1764. Other early settlers
camefrom centra and eestem Massachusetts, drawn to the areabecause of its large tracts
of land for agriculture and sreemsfor the powering of grist and lumber mills.

The Town of Worthington was officially incorporated on June 30th, 1768. Following
incorporation resdents began to establish important community amenities including the
medtinghouse (1760s), two taverns (1760s), achurch (1771), and aschool (1773). By
1776 the town's population had reached gpproximately 639 people.

The first megtinghouse was congmcted near the intersection of today's Sam Hill Road
and West Street. By dl accountsit was a somewhat primitive and uncomfortable
building which was congmcted over aperiod of many years. The town'sFirst
Congregationd Church, organized in 1771, gopearsto have used the medtinghouse for its
srvicesas well. The towngpeople may have established a cemetery behind this smcture
in 1771, the same year they hired Reverend Jonathan Huntington, the town's first
minister. In the early 1790s the medtinghouse was dismantled, redesgned and rebuilt
near the intersection of Harvey and Huntington Roads, responding to an eesward shift in
the town's population.

During the Revolutionary War, Worthington provided troops and supplies whenever
requestswere made. Captain Ebenezer Webber of Worthington led 71 Minute Men from
Worthington and Ashfield to the Boston areain 1775. At least 42 Worthington soldiers
participated inthe Revolutionary War.

(continued)
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Growth of the Town (late 1700s and 1800s)

Worthington's early settlers engaged primarily in agriculture, producing flax, com, hay,

whest, tobacco, rye, butter, cheese, barley, potatoes, oats, maple molasses, maple sugar,

buckwhest, pess, beans, beesvax, and honey. Many Worthington resdents raised shegp
and exported the wool, but lower prices from aoroad during the 1800sled to the decline
of shegp farming in the town.

The Westfield River and the numerous streamsin Worthington provided power for many
different millsand factories. Beginning inthe 1700sand throughout the 1800sawide
variety of goodswere produced in Worthington, including lumber and wood fumiture,
dedsand children's toys, tool handles, leather seddles, hamesses baskets, shoes, cider,
and chee=

During this period the settlersof the town established severd smadll villages or hamlets,
many of which had their own municipa amenities including post offices, schools and
cameteries. These hamletsincluded: West Worthington, Christian Hollow or
Sampsonville, Worthington Comers, Worthington Center, Ringville, the Kinne/Peese
Digtrict, and South Worthington. Worthington Comers historically was a crossroads,
containing amenities uch as sores, tavems, apos office, and the North Cemetery.
During the 1800sa dheesefactory and basket shop dso operated inthis part of town.

In 1797 the Albany-Boston Tumpike was constmcted through Worthington, resulting ina
condant flow of people, traffic, and news through the town. During this period there
werefive tavemsin Worthington, accommodating the public and private Sagecoaches
using the Tumpike. The advent of the railroad in 1841, which did not mn through
Worthington, greetly reduced the traffic dong the Tumpike and substantidly dtered the
character of the town. According to historian and author Clifton Johnson, "Worthington
became an inland town,” and "the Soresand tavemsaong the line of the old road

disgppeared.”

Approximately 24 Worthington soldiers served inthe War of 1812, including William
Ward and William Rice as commissoned officers. Between 62 and 102 men sarvedin
the Civil War, and 21 werekilled or died during service.

(continued)
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In 1825, the first meetinghouse, which had been moved from itsoriginal locationin the
early 1790s, was abandoned and anew building constmcted on the Ste of today's
Congregationd Church. During the 1800s two other churcheswere established in
Worthington, both of Methodist Episcopa denomination. One was in South Worthington
and was established in 1828, and the other was in West Worthington and was established
in 1849.

In 1810, the town's population reeched ahigh point of 1391. After the opening of the
raillroad in 1841 dong the Westfield River ssverd milesto the south, the popul ation of
Worthington dowly declined. By 1900 only 675 resded in Worthington.

Worthington inthe 20/" Century

During the early 1900sdairy farming became an important part of the local economy, but
like shegp farming during the 1800sit had declined by mid-century. Similar to most
communities across the State, agriculture as a source of employment has declined
geadily in Worthington over the past century. The mills and factories of the 1800s have
aso dosed, no longer providing local employment. The hamlet of Ringville, for
example, once supported the Ring and Hayden Mills as well as its own school, pos office
and sores. By the late 1900sit consged of asmal number of homes and the Ringyville
Cametery (NR pending). Today many Worthington residents commute to neighboring
towns and cities for employment and shopping.

Twenty-six Worthington men sarved in World War | and 52 sarved in World Wear 1.
Their names are listed on aboulder within the town common, and include four who lost
their lives: William J. Coffey, Norman C. Eddy, Donald W. Moallison, and Russ| B.
Shaw.

In 1950 local citizens established the Worthington Hedlth Center to replace the country
doctor who retired in that year. A private enterprise, the Hedth Center receives funding
from annud duespaid by membersand from donations, as well as fees charged to
patients. Itisaunique sydem that serves citizens from the town of Worthington as well
& many surrounding towns.

(continued)
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Because of its position & the foothillsof the Berkshire Mountains, Worthington hes
become something of a summer colony, with many people maintai ning ssesond
resdence. After reeching alow of 462 just after World Wer |1, the town's population has
been increasing with each passing decade. By 1990, 1200 resided in Worthington,
operating local businesses, owning home-basad enterprises, and commuting to jobs in
nearby Northampton and Amhers. The population remains dable to this day.

Center Cemetery

Very little is known about the establishment and evolution of Center Cemetery, however
it likely evolved from an earlier burial ground located next to the first megtinghouse,
which stood a the northwest comer of San Hill Road and West Stret, less than 5 mile
to the west of Center Cametery. During the early 1790s the first meetinghouse and its
adjacent cemetery were moved from their origina location, though no documentation
urvivesto suggest why thisoccurred. The mestinghouse was placed near the
intersection of Sam  Hill Road and Huntington Road, but no records indicate where the
graves were relocated. Because Center Cameeay is 0 dose to the location of the first
medtinghouse and cemeatery and because it contains anumber of pre-1790s headgones, it
is likely that graves moved from the original cemetery were relocated to Center Cametery
(none of the other public cemeteries in Worthington contains sones thisold). According
to "The John Watts Story in Worthington" (Porter, unpublished paper) the Cemetery was
expanded in 1872, a which time the town purchassd apiece of land from John Adams.
Today the cemetery is approximatedy 24 acresin sze.

Town Vital Records, historical accounts and Ste visits indicatethat Center Cametery
contains the gravestes of sevard citizensof outstanding local significance. At least
sven of the origina inhabitants who settled the town and their families (as listed by
JamesC. Ricein"Higtory of the Town of Worthington From ItsFirst Settlement to
1874") are buried in Center Cametery. These families were heeded by Nahum and Sarah
Eager (d. 1805 and 1809), JameKinne (d. 1777) (Photo #4), John and AnnaKinne (d.
1813 and 1805), Ebenezer Leonard (d. 1813), Josgph Marsh (d. 1838), Elihu Tinker (d.
1816), and John Watts(d. 1777). In addition to being an early settler, Nahum Eager was
a0 dected as Worthington'sfirst Town Clerk, and sarved as the town'sfirst

(continued)
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representative to the Provincial Congress. John Kinne sarved as one of the town'sfirst
sHectmen. Ebenezer Leonard served in the Revolutionary War as a Lieutenant, and was
a0 chosen as chairman to correspond with authoritiesin Boston regarding the
assambling of loca troops. John Watts was eected the town's first Tithingman. Other
early settlers buried a Center Cemetery who served the town include Matthew Wamer
(d. 1823), representative to the Sates Generd Courtin 1799, and Generd Jonathan
Woodbridge (d. 1808), aveteran and dso arepresentative to the Generd Court in 1804,
1805, and 1807.

Center Cameleay iscosdy assodated with the earliest rdligious history of this
community. It contains the gravesites of the town'sfirst minister. Reverend Jonathan
Huntington and hiswife Sarah, both founding members of the First Congregationd
Church. Other founding members buried in Center Cametery include Ebenezer Leonard
and Joseph Marsh.

Some of the earliest settlers of Worthington had come from Preston, Connecticut. These
included the Leonards (Ebenezer Leonard was discussed earlier), the Brewsters, and the
Starkwegthers. The earliest Brewders to sttle in Worthington were descended from
Elder William Brewster, who cameto this country on the Mayflower. While the majority
of the early Brewsters who settled the town were buried in the Brewster Cemeaery (a

amal family cemetery), Moses Brewster (d. 1809) was buried in Center Cemetery. He
was a seventh generation descendant of Elder William Brewster, and served as
Worthington's physician for many years.

Sevad later descendantsof the Brewdter family are d 0 buried in Center Cemetery,
including ElishaH. Brewger (d. 1878), Charles K. and Celina S Brewder (d. 1908), ad
ElishaH. Brewder (d. 1946). Thefirst ElishaH. Brewser (d. 1878), known to locals as
'Squire Brewster', sarved as a sdectman, a Hampshire County Commissioner, a State
senator and representative, and as amember of the Govemor's Council. Hewasdso a
tmgtee of the Northampton Institution for Savings, director of the Hampshire Mutal Fire
Insurance Company, a Hampshire County justice of the peace, and criminal court judge.
Charles K. Brewder, known as "C.K.," was the son of Squire Brewster. He dso sarved

(continued)
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& seectman, town clerk. County Commissioner, Judfice of the Peece Sate
representative, bank tmstee, and director of an insurance company. C.K. was
insgmmenta in establishing Worthington's first public water system, and wrotea
supplement to James Clay Rices 1853 book "History of the Town of Worthington.” The
sscond Elisha H. Brewster (d. 1946), known as Judge Brewster, was gppointed to serve as
afederd district court judge by Presdent Harding in 1922, aposition he held until his
retirement in 1942. Kingman Brewdter, apresdent of Yde University and Ambassador
to Greet Britain, and Janet Brewster Murrow, wife of radio and televison joumalist
Edward R. Murrow, are both buried a Center Cemetery.

Two important branchesof the Starkwesether family are & Center Cemetery:  Ezra (Photo
#3) and Esther Starkwegther (d. 1834 and 1838), and Charies Starkwegther (d. 1835).
Ezra was bom in Preston, Connecticut, attending Williams College to become a doctor.
After serving in the Revolutionary War he moved to Worthington and held awide variety
of public roles, ranging from the Town Clerk and Treasurer to the Town's representative
to both the State Legidature and Senate. In 1820 he attended the convention to revise the
Sate Condtitution. Ezra dso sarved as a Judtice of the State Supreme Court. Charles
Starkwesther, Ezrds brother, was dso aphysician and a Deacon of his church.

In 1800 four brothers of the Burr family settled in Worthington, and have been a
prominent Worthington family from this period well into the 20*' century. They were
descended from Reverend  Jonathan Burr who had come from Suffolk County, England,
and settled in Dorchester in 1639. Three of these brothers are buried & Center Cemetery,
including Jonathan Burr (d. 1856), Israd Burr (d. 1826), and Calvin Burr (d. 1843).
Cavin's grandson Clement Franklin Burr (1849 - 1939) sarved Worthingtonin an
astounding variety of roles during his 90-year lifespan. Theseincluded employment as
the town's representative to the State Legidature in 1897, Deacon of the Congregationd
Church, presdent of The Library Corporation, treesurer of the Ringville Creamery, tovm
s=ectman, assessor, tax collector, town clerk, and treesurer.

The Porters are another family of locd significance who have long inhabited the town
and shaped its history. Descended from Richard Porter, who settled in Weymouth in

(continued)
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1635, members of the Porter family have lived in Worthington from the early 1800s to
the present, engaging in occupations characteristic of the town, namely farming and the
operation of mills. They have ds0 served the town as sectmen, as tax collectors, and
for severd generations as caretakers of the town'spublic cemeteries. Multiple
generaions of the Porter family from the 1800s to the present are buried a Center
Cemeery.

Fifty-one war veterans are buriedin Center Cemetery. Rangingin time period from the
Revolutionary War to World War |1, these soldiersinclude 12 each who served in the
Revolutionary and Civil Wars, and ten who served inWorld Warsl and 1. John C.
Adams and William W. Adams both fought and died in the Civil War, the former dying
in Nashville, Tennessee, and the latter in Alexandria, Virginia. Alfred C. Foote served as
a Lieutenant Generd in WWII, and was earlier gopointed by Presdent Calvin Coolidge
to establish the Masschusetts State Police.

Aswith the other Worthington cemeteries, little is known about the establishment and
evolution of Center Cemetery. Itshistorical significance, however, liesin the fact that it
gopearsto be descended from the oldest public burial place in Worthington, itis closaly
assodaed with the early rdigious history of this community, and it containsthe
gravedites of many early settlers and subssquent community leeders. In particular this
cemetery contains the gravedites of many of the settlers from Preston, Connecticut. 1t
a0 contains multiple generations of some of the oldest families to continuoudly inhabit
the Town, for example the Brewsters, Burrs, and Porters, people who have shgped and
molded this community for hundreds of years and who continueto do 0 today.

Archaeologica Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Worthington are poorly
understood, any surviving sites could be significant. Ancient Stesin this area may
contribute important information relating to pattems of Native American subsstence and
settlement activities in the Berkshire uplands of Westem Massachusdtts in generd and

(continued)
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specificaly dong tributary sreamsof the Westfield River. Ancient Native American
dtesin thisareamay contain information that indicates the extent to which this areawas
exploited by Mohican groups and their predecessors from the New York locae or by the
Woronoaks and Nonotucks and their forbearersin the Connecticut River Valleys. The
above information can be usd to test the extent thet river basin boundaries were
andogous with Native socio-political boundaries a different pointsin ancient history and
the Contact Period.

Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potentia to contribute
important information relating to the evolution of the Center Cemetery. Important
detailed information might aso exist on the changing socid, cultural, and economic
characteridtics that typified many of the inhabitants that lived in arurad New England
agricultural and mill village that evolved in the 18 and 19™ centuries in ariver valey in
the foothillsof the Green Mountains of westem Massachusatts.  Stmctural evidence from
outbuildings may contribute information relating to maintenance activities a the
cemaeay and facilities assodaed with funerary activities such as ahearsebam or
mausoleum. Archaeologica testing might aso recover evidence of post-holes, wallsand
gateswhich, when mapped may help recongmct cemetery boundaries and family burial
aress. Archaeologica evidence of unmarked graves may help reconstmct burial peattems
within the cemetery and the treetment of decessad paupears and other indigent persons by
the town and local community. Osteologica dudies of skeletd remains in marked and
unmarked graves may contribute important information on the generd hedth and
pathologies that effected inhabitants in the town from the period of initial settlement and
later. Thisinformation may reflect differences in hedlth and medica trestment basad on
socid, cultural, or economic groupings. Artifacts recovered from graves and their
generd proximity may aso contribute information relating to the social, cultural, and
economic characterigtics of individuals and groups. Fragments and complete gravestones
may contain stylistic traitsthat represent particular religious, ethnic, or other socid
groupings. Other characteridtics of gravestones may indicate the economic dass of
individuals. Artifactsrelated to memoria services or grave offerings can dso contribute
much of the above information. Taken as awhole, the above information can contribute

(continued)
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awedth of information on the evolution and inhabitants of the Center Cemetery and the
town of Worthington. Information obtained through archaeologica research may dso

help fill the documentary void that exigs relating to when the cametery was founded and
its early evolution.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

Town of Worthington Assessor's Map # 408, Lot 74.

Boundary Justification

The nominated property includes the entire 2.4-acre parcd assambled by the Town of

Worthington theat is historically assodaed with Center Cemetery.
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LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: MarthaLyon, Paysage
Date July 2001

#1.  Theinterior of Center Cameery taken from Sam Hill Road looking southwest
through the dlee of sugar maple trees.

#2:  The browngone and marble L. G. Granger Monument, erected c. 1868.
Photograph taken looking eedt.

#3:  The marble heeddone of Ezra Starkweether, d. 1834. Photograph taken looking
eed.

#4.  The Goshen Stone heeddone of JaremeKinne (d. 1777), exhibiting the Hampton
Indian motif Photograph taken looking eest.
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WORTHINGTON, HAMPSHIRE COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS

DATA SHEET*

Number Historic Name
1 Perimeter Wall
2 Sugar Maple Allee
3 Circulation System
4 Newcomb Cleveland
5 Ambrose Hanchet
6 Asa Cottrel
7 Jotin Cutler
8 Siphrona Kingman
9 Amanda Tinker
10 Captain James Kelly
il Ezra Starkweather
12 Esther Starkweather
13 Minerva Meach
14 Charlotte Hubbard
15 Coit
16 Ruth Granger
17 Jereme Kinne

Type

Landscape Feature

Landscape Feature

Cart Path

Headstone

Headstone

Headstone

Headstone

Headstone

Headstone

Headstone

Headstone

Headstone

Headstone

Headstone

Monument

Headstone

Headstone

IVIaterial

Field Stone

Plant

Turf/Dirt

Goshen Stone

Goshen Stone

Goshen Stone

Goshen Stone

Goshen Stone

Goshen Stone

Marble

Marble

Marble

Marble

Marble

Marble

Marble

Goshen Stone

*Data Sheet provides a representative sampling of features of Center Cemetery.

Page 1 of 3

Resource
Structure
Objects
Structure
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object

Object

Date
Lhknown
Lhknown
Lhknown

1825

1797

1790

1802

1804

1811

1854

1834

1838

1807

1813

c. 1859

1851

1777

Status



CENTER CEMETERY
WORTHINGTON, HAMPSHIRE COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS

DATA SHEET

Number Historic Name
18 James Watt
19 L. G. Granger
20 Hewitt
21 Kingman
22 Parsons
23 Burr
24 John Kinne
25 Anna Kinne
26 Lieut. Ebenezer Leonard
27 Joseph Marsh
28 Nahum Eager
29 Sarah Eager
30 Elihu Tinker
31 John Watts
32 General Jonathan Woodbridge
33 Reverend Jonathan Huntington
34 Sarah Huntington
35 Moses Brewster

Type

Headstone
Monument
Monument
Monument
Monument
Monument
Headstone
Headstone
Headstone
Headstone
Headstone
Headstone
Headstone
Headstone
Headstone
Headstone
Headstone

Headstone

Goshen Stone

Brownstone/Marble

Brownstone

Granite/Marble

Page 2 of 3

Material

Marble

Granite

MartDle

Marble

Martale

Marble

Marble

Marble

Marble

Marble

Marble

Marble

Marble

Marble

Resource
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object

Object

Date

1774

c. 1868

c. 1840

c. 1882

c. 1883

c. 1880

1811

1805

1813

1838

1805

1809

1816

1777

1808

1780

1790

1809

Status

C
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Number Historic Name
36 Brewster
37 Porter
38 Alfred Foote
39 Frederick Sargent Huntington
40 Robinson
41 Ceantar Cameary

Type

Monument
Monument
Headstone
Monument
Monument

Cemetery

Material
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite

Pink Granite
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Resource Date
Object c. 1878
Object c. 1907
Object 1965
Object 1888
Object c. 1923

Site 1774

Status
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