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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

\ A two-story, wood frame, single-family dwelling, set back from the
street. This building retains an air of spaciousness which belies {ts
modest dimensions. Italianate, with Doric columns and ornamentatiofy
this house demonstratés the—-possibility of gracious exterior spatial
planning in architecture upon a rather narrow San Francisco lot. The
lines are simple and strong with some emphasis on the curvilinear
pattern of the windows.

\

Y two-story angle bay window accentuates the right side of the facade
as seen by an observer facing the structure and is balanced by the tall
porch and columns flanking the entrance on the left side.

\(;he fenestration provides the most distinctive feature of the house and

Mgives an elegant restrained character and unity to the building. Medium

width round-arched windows, without any pairing, stand on each face of
the bay at each floor level. Double-hung, they are surrounded by
striated mouldings reminiscent of the Medieval Gothic doorways of French
cathedral®\ The upper story windows have ornaments centered above the
windows, breaking the Tines of striation. These ornaments are composed
of a dominant fleur de 1is with a triple scroll below, centered on the
wavy and offset striation Tines of the mouldings. Oblong inset panels
face the lower parts of the bays below the windows.

The porch and entrance are deep and imposing. Pairs of columns of the
Doric order--the inner ones engaged-- are fluted with simple caps and
support a porch roof composed of an architrave with triglyphs, in turn
surmounted by a strong projecting dentillated wood cornice. The
entrance doorway of a single leaf door with a large single pane, is
surmounted by a semicircular (lunette) window which echoes the semi-
circular arch design of the entranceway.

The shallow-pitched roof projects over the facade, forming a cornice,
which is also dentillated by brackets similar to the porch roof.

The facade is formed of flat boards, rusticated with incised joints.
The corners are marked with wide, flat pilasters extending the full
height of the house and decorated with simple lines and geometric
designs and with a spherical piece of trim at the center.

The wide porch stairs of concrete flow down from the doorway to the
street, widening as they proceed. The Tow concrete garden wall 1is
rough-cast to simulate stone and has a coping, smooth-finished. A
wood lath screen fence with door of the same woodscreen, protects
side yard to the left of the entrance. AR

has remained in fair condition both inside and outside. This ([0 e%&R‘a
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The San Francisco Water Department records show this building as
being connected to the water system in 1868. The Junior League of
San Francisco's book Here Today concurs with this date and goes on
to say, "This example of Italianate Style commands respect. It has
especially fine window framing on the second floor."

The original owner was Johp K, Wood, an accountant for the P. M.
Steamship Company, who lived there. This property passed through

six parties before purchase by the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency
in 1967. Many of the previous owners were absentee landlords and used
this property as rental property.

This Victorian structure survived the 1906 earthquake and fire.
Originally, this building was a large single-family residence, but
recently 1t was used as a rooming house with each room being rented
separately.

Because of the zoning within the project area, this building has to
be either demolished or moved to a more suitable location where it
can be rehabilitated and preserved. This will be one of eight build-
ings to be moved onto a two-block development within the Western
Addition Area 2. These two city blocks will be intensively developed
with projects including scattered public housing, moderately priced
private housing, private rehabilitation and rehabilitation for public
bidding and resale by the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency. A few
g?ha£i1itation projects have already been completed within these two
ocks.

770 Turk will be moved to Block 1127, Lot 1, to become one of a hand-
some row of newly m Victorians on Scott Street at E11lis Street.
770 Turk 1is one tﬁﬁtklb, ost important Victorian structures chosen
by the San Franciscoikandmar

exceptional meritpre""
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Junior League of San Francisco,

Architectural Heritage, 1968)

(Chronicle Books, San Francisco,
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California
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of signiﬁcance of this nomination is:
State Local

=

National

%//?7

I hereby certify that this property 1s included in the

National Register.

(Wbl T2,

Chief, Office of Archeology and His,

e i3

¢ Preservation

Also *San Francisco Landmarks Preservat1on Advisory Board

100 Larkin Street

San Francisco, California 06
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NAME AND TITLE: .
Enid T. Sales, Rehabilitation Supervisor; Susan Bragstad, Architect O
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San Francisco Redevelopment Agency * January 9, 1973 —
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