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1. Name of Property
historic name The Hotel Waverly
other names/site number The TOUraine Hnt.pl

2. Location

sreet & number 1162 - 1166 ACushnet Avenue N  not for publication
city, oan - New Bedford NPAI vicinity
state Massachusettss  code MA county Bri Stol oode -005- Zip code 02745

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
FxI private CXI bullding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
| | pudliclocd | I district A - 1 buildings
| | public-State A I |site S sites
n public-Federal | Istructure structures

I | object objects

1 Total

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

listed Inthe National Register
4. State/Federai Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my gpmion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Sgraire o certiing ofical Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Date  Conmission;

State Historic Preservatinn Offirpr
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Nationai Parit Service Certification fintHired An tfta
I, hereby, certify that this property is: nati onal Eegi ster

fldestered in the National Register.
J See continuation sheet.

n

| determined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet,
determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I removed from the National Register.
| other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Donestic / Miultiple Dwelling, Hotel Vacant
Conmer ce /  Rest aur ant V@rk i n Progress
Recreation / Misic i-acility

7. Descrinption

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)

- foundation Granite
Queen Anne walls Ueatherboard

*Shingle
roof A«;phalt
other Mptal

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Hotel Waverly, known as t he Touraine Hotel since 1922, islocated in the
north end of New Bedford, a mediumsized waterfront city i nBristol County,
sout heast ern Massachusetts. The three-and-one-half story Queen Anne
comrercial structure, designed by local architect Samuel C Hunt was built
1901 i nthis devel opi ng French Canadi an-popul ated nei ghborhood. The structure
was originally built as a four-famly apartment building with comercial and
retail space onthe first floor, but in1911it was renovated for use as a
hotel and cabaret t oprovide tenporary housing and entertai nment for visitors
and local residents. Although nearly vacant and partially boarded up since

I the md-1970s, thestructure remains a bold and essentially unaltered exanple

of the residential and commercial building boomthat acconpani ed New Bedford's
growing textile industry during the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries.

The Hotel Waverly i s located at the northeast comer of theintersection of
Beetl e Street and Acushnet Avenue, the main thoroughfare of retail and
comrercial activity i nNew Bedford s north end. Acushnet Avenue runs
north-south approxi mately one-third of amle inland fromand parallel to the
Acushnet River tothe east. Mny of the City's inposing textile mllsare
located along this route. Acushnet Avenue i s densely packed with buildings of
mxed comercial, retail, andresidential uses. Mny neighboringbuildings of
the sane period and style as the nomnated resource, also products of the
popul ation and business growth around t het umof the century, have been
substantially altered. Nearby side streets aresimliarly lined with late
nineteenth and early twentieth century multi-famly apartment buildings.
Approximtely six hundred feet tothe south of the Hotel Waverly arelocated
interchanges f or Interstate Route 195. Bl ocks of commercial and residential

buil dings were denmolished for theconstruction of this major highway in 1961,
thus increasing thesignificance of surviving historic buildings such as the
Hotel Waverly.

pn See continuation sheet
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The Hotel Waverly is a three-and-one-half story Queen Anne building typical of
comrercial edifices of itsregion and period. The building rests on a granite
foundation measuring approximately fifty-two by fifty-six feet, while a circa
1920 addition to the rear measures about fourteen by fifty-two feet. A
four-story round tower with conical roof dominates the structure at its

sout hwest corner. The tower is cantilevered out at the second floor,
overhanging the comer entrance below, and continues to about five feet above
the peak of the roof. Each story of the tower is pierced by five original
doubl e- hung wood sash wi ndows with single-pane glazing. The exterior of the
tower is sheathed with decorative wood shingles in an alternating fishscale
and fillet (or linear) pattern, and a metal spandrel panel of Colonial Revival
influence between the second and third stories. The steeply-pitched hipped
roof of the building, nearly pyram dal, houses the fourth story and is clad
with dark grey asphalt shingles. The roof is punctuated by three triangular
pedi mented dormers on each of the north, south, and west sides, and two
simliar dormers on the east side. The dormers are clad with decorative wood
shingles in a variegated pattern on the front and sides. The projecting

pedi ment of each dornmer is supported by small modillions. The central dorner
on the west side exhibits paired double-hung sash wi ndows of single-pane
glazing, while each of the other dormers has a single w ndow, mostly of
two-over-one glazing. At the com ce line, an entablature surrounds the

building on al |l four sides. Its friezeis decorated with a dentil course,
while the slightly projecting com ce is supported by a row of six inch deep
modi | I'i ons.

The street level of the primary or west facade along Acushnet Avenue contains
the building's tw storefronts. The wood-framed storefront at the north end
is original and intact. |t contains one central door with a two-1ight transom
which is flanked by a large plate glass w ndow on either side. Each |arge

wi ndow i s topped with three smaller rectangular w ndows echoing a similarly
divided and nol ded wood kickplate below Inmmediately south of this storefront
is the entrance to the hotel that has a non-original wooden door within the
original opening. The entrance to the south storefront is at the southwest
comer of the building: this doorway is set diagonally at a 45 degree angle
to both Acushnet Avenue and Beetle Street. The w ndows of this storefront
wrap around the comer and continue along the south elevation for about five
feet. This storefront has seen some mid-twentieth century modification, but
retains the exterior dimensions of itsoriginal form O the upper levels,
the west facade is essentially S3rmretrical with five bays, except for the

i mposing tower at the south end. The central bay contains the sinple hotel
entrance on the first floor, with paired two-over-one doubl e-hung sash w ndows
on the second and third floors.

The roof dormer above this bay also has paired w ndows rather than the single
wi ndows of the others. The paired w ndows of the second story are framed with

(continued)
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three pilasters with sinple capitals, and are connected with those of the
third floor by a small shingled roof formwith a spandrel panel and dentils.
O each side of the central bay is a rounded shallow-projecting bay, each with
three sinmply enframed two-over-one windows per floor. Showing further
Colonial Revival influence, these bays are decorated in a fashion similiar to
the tower with metal spandrel panels between the second and third floors. The
one single windowon the second story is topped with a sinple decorative
crown, while the windows of the third story sit directly beneath the
entablature without Iintels or crowns. The exterior of the second and third
stories is sheathed with wood clapboards on the flat surfaces, and decorative
wood shingles on the projecting bays. The corners of the structure are
embel | ished by fluted pilasters with lonic capitals. Simlar pilasters are
placed at both junctions of the tower with the building.

The asymmetrical south elevation faces Beetle Street, and is much |ess
detailed than the primary facade. O the first floor is a small wi ndow at the
west end that is a continuation of the storefront w ndow of the west facade.
The remai nder of the exterior is sheathed with wood clapboards. As in the
front, there is a slightly projecting com ce between the first and second
levels. The second and third stories both contain five irregularlyspaced
two-over-one original doubl e-hung sash wi ndows, with those of the second floor
capped with crowns, and those of the third floor set directly under the
entablature without crown molding. To the rear of the building along the east
elevation is a wood-framed, tw story addition dating to circa 1920. An

encl osed stairway was |ater added to the east side of the addition and was
renoved i n October 1987. The addition contains a wi ndow on each floor on the
south elevation, tw doors and three windows on the east facade, and three

wi ndows on the north side. The w ndows, of two-over-one double-hung sash with
simple enframements, are all simlar to those of the main building. The
exterior of this addition is sheathed with wood clapboards framed by narrow
comer boards. The third story of the east elevation of the main building
exhibits the top portion of a square projecting bay that is covered in the

| ower levels by the two story addition. The bay is framed by fluted
pilasters, and capped by a slightly elevated hipped roof. O the first floor
of the north side, the building is attached to the next structure by a party

wall. The second and third stories both contain six irregularlyspaced
wi ndows, similiar in glazing and enframenent to those found throughout the
buil ding.

The interior plan of the Hotel Waverly has been changed numerous times since
construction in 1901, The building was originally divided into tw
storefronts on the street level with the upper floors containing twenty-eight
rooms divided into four apartments. Wien the building was converted into a
hotel in 1911, the second floor was nade a cabaret, outfitted with a dance
floor that is still evident in the framng. The third and fourth floors were

(continued)
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renovated t o be used as hotel roons. Further remodeling i n1922 sawt he
second floor converted tosleeping roonms. Until recently, theupper floors
were divided into twenty-four totwenty-six roons with tent otwelve commmon
baths. Water, fire, and snoke damage have caused interior walls t obecome
stmcturally conprom sed, necessitating their removal in Novenber 1987.
Interior features aresimple, with thenmain marble staircase serving as the
central focus. Mbst windows areframed with a sinmple molding that i s original
and intact.

The Hotel Waverly has been nearly vacant and partially boarded up forten
years toprotect it fromfurther deterioration and vandalism Many w ndows
contain no sash and are open t ot heenvironment. The exterior has gone too
long without proper maintenance and t heprotection of paint, and nost
clapboards, shingles, and pilaster capitals have become extensively
deteriorated by theweather. The building i scurrently undergoing renovation
by a non-profit developer i njoint venture with a local citizens' group and
the New Bedford city government for use as | ow-to-noderate-income housing.
Work i sheing undertaken with theguidance of t heMassachusetts Historical
Conmi ssi on.

The renovation and adaptive reuse of theHotel Waverly for | owt o noderate

i ncome housing units has brought about many changes t ot hebuilding. Dueto
extensive fire and water damage i nFebruary 1986, sections of theroof were
reconstructed and theentire roof was covered with asphalt roof shingles. The
roof ridge cap was replaced with a copper cap which duplicates theoriginal.
Roof vents were installed. The wooden gutter, badly deteriorated, was
replaced with bronze colored aluminum All clapboards and cut shingles on
bays and dormers were eroded due t oyears of exposure t otheweather. Al |
were replaced i nkind duplicating exposure and shingle pattern. Plaster lonic
capitals of theengaged pilasters were duplicated i nfiberglass where
necessary due t oerosion. An enclosed exterior stairway on therear of the
building (southeast corner) was extensively damaged by fire and was renoved.
Remaining original materials on theexterior were thedentilated comice,
pilasters and metal panels i nbays and turret. Storefront paneling was
replaced i nkind duplicating a profile of theoriginal.

In order toconformwith building codes for residential units all interior
plaster walls and ceilings were replaced with 5/8 inch gypsum | norder to
create 26 housing units with bathroons and kitchens theoriginal floor plan
was entirely redesigned (seeattached plans). All w ndow sashes, ranging from
fair topoor condition were replaced with wooden two over one thernopane
units. The marble staircase from thefirst floor entrance tothesecond floor
was retained, as well as theoriginal balusters on thecontinuation of this
staircase totheupper floors.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

VWile no prehistoric sites arecurrently recorded on the property, it i s
possible that sites arepresent. The stmcture's close proximty to the
original New Bedford harbor shoreline nay indicate favorable criteriafor
prehistoric settlement and subsistence. | n general, however, the potential
for significant archaeol ogical remains, either prehistoric or historicis |ow
because of small | ot size and thefact that thebuilding, which has a
basenment, covers theentire parcel.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
| Inationally O statewide [X] locally e, >

Applicable National Register Criteria [XIA | IB HHC | |D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ~ A Qc £ CUF I IG

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1901 -7 1930 1901
Gonmuni ty Pl anning & Devel opnent | 9n
Gonmer ce _
Entertainment / Recreation
Ethnic Heritage - Europeon Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder

Hunt, Samuel C.

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Hotel Vverly retains integrity of location, design, material,

wor kmanshi p, feeling, and association. Erected i n 1901 as a Queen Anne
comercial and residential building during theperiod of intense growth for
the north end of the city of New Bedford, i tis significant for its
association with the area's residential and conmercial devel opnent. Built and
first owed by inmmgrants of French-Canadi an descent, i tis inportant as an
exanpl e of the presence and contributions of the Franco-Arerican population i n
the city. Designed by locally promnent architect Samuel C Hunt, it enbodies
distinctive characteristics of thestructures of itserain New Bedford's
north end. The Hotel Waverly thus fulfills criteria A and C of the National
Register of Historic Places at the Local |evel.

New Bedford, Massachusetts, perhaps nore widely known for it snineteenth
century whaling prosperity, also experienced anhistorically inportant era of
the cotton textile industry during the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. The first successful mill, the Wansutta Mills, was establishedi n
1846, and t heindustry continued t ogrow and prosper with theformation of
textile conpanies along the Acushnet River tothenorth and south of the
central city. The great availability of enployment t ofuel this grow ng
industry attracted large nunbers of immgrants t oNew Bedford as well as other
New England mi || towns, a fewnotable exanples being Fall River, Holyoke, and
Lowel |, Massachusetts; Wbonsocket, Rhode |sland; and Lew ston, Maine.

French- Canadi ans began immgrating tothis area before the mddle of the
nineteenth century and cane i n greater nunbers during thelast three decades
of the nineteenth century and the first two of thetwentieth century.

Settling predomnantly in thenorth end in areas surrounding the Hotel
Waverly, theFrench-Canadi ans cane i n search of enpl oynent and opportunity.
The construction of the Hotel Waverly in 1901 as an apartment and commerci al
building reflects these trends of New Bedford's industrial, residential, and
comerci al expansi on.

[in See continuation sheet
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| |See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The nomnated property occupies city lot 178, plot 93 and i srougly 55° by 100" i nsize.
Anore specific description i srecorded at theBristol Cbunt)é Registry of Deeds, 25 North
Sixth Street, Nw Bedford, Massachusetts. See land Records 1756, page 58.

O See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes theentire city lot that has historically been associated with the
property.

| |See continuation sheet
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During the last two decades of the nineteenthcentury, the New Bedford textile
industry grewrapidly. Beginning inthe 1880s, nany New Bedford mills
branched into the fine cotton cloth industry which distinguished New Bedford
fromother New England and Southern textile cities who produced mainly coarse
goods. 1 n 1928, just prior to the industry's collapse. New Bedford owned
146, 000 of the 160,000 fine cotton fabric [ooms i nthe country (Boss and
Thonas, 1983, pp. 114 and 150). Between 1830 and 1900, fourteennew cotton
textile corporationswere formed, nany of which were located i nthe north end
of the City. By 1900 there were 14,000 people enployed i nthe cotton textile
industry inthe City, and New Bedford ranked third i nthe country inthe
textile industry behind Fall River and Lowel |, Massachusetts. Industrial
devel opment reached its height between 1900 and 1910 with seventeen new
corporations being forned, twelve of those between 1909-10 al one.

Fueling this boomng industry, immgrants cane to New Bedford i ngreat
nunbers. New Bedford' s popul ationnore than doubled from 26,840 i n 1830 to
62,442 i n 1900, at which time, 70% of all people i nNw Bedford were first or
second generationimmgrants. During this period, the |argest group was of
French- Canadi an descent. 1 n 1900 they conprised one-third of all foreign-born
people i n New Bedford, and 40% of the city's m |l operatives. Mst

French- Canadi ans settled i nthe V@l d Square area, south of the nomnated
resource, living inhousing of the Vnsutta and Grinnell Mlls. Known as
"Holy Acre," this Catholic ghettows settled by Italian, Polish, Irish,

M ddl e Eastern, inaddition to French-Canadian inmmgrants. As industry
prospered and inmm grationcontinued, the north end expanded farther northward,
into areas that had previously been sparsely settled, near the Hotel Waverly.
During the first two decades of the twentieth century, the flow of inmigrants
into the city's textile industry continued. By 1920, one out of two jobsin
New Bedford was inthemlls, with nine out of ten of those jobs held by
immigrants or their children.

A significant and rapid period of building construction acconpanied the
boomng textile industry and continuous inmmgration. Wth the erection of
comrercial, retail, and residential buildings near the mlls, the north end
devel oped into a comunity of its own, with the m||s—most significantly
Pierce Manufacturing Corporation, New England Cotton Yard Gonpany, Grinnell
Manuf act uring Gonpany, Vénsutta Mills, Inc., Soule Mills Corporation, and
Bristol Manufacturing Conpany—al ong the Acushnet River, with the main
shopping artery along Acushnet Avenue, and residential neighborhoods all
around. Often residential buildings were jacked up and outfitted with
comercial storefronts to take advantage of conmercial opportunities.

The Hotel Waverly i s a product of this construction boom Built in 1901 as a
four tenement building of twenty-eight roons with comrercial and retail space
on the first floor, it served the northward-expanding housing and retail needs

(continued)
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of the north end. Jean B Jean (1862-1926) bought this property in 1901 and
commi ssioned local architect Samuel C Hunt to design the building. Jean was
bom in Canada and cane to southeastern Massachusetts as a youth with his
famly. The family first settled in Fall River, and Jean worked on their
farm Jean then sought enployment on the railroad in Fall River and
ultimately in Nw Bedford. Jean came to New Bedford, and became involved with
nmany businesses, including wod and coal, undertaking, and grain. |n 1901 he
ventured into the real estate field by purchasing many lots and blocks in the
north end where he had settled. Mich of the Iand he purchased was on streets
surrounding the Waverly Hotel, namely Bellevue and Acushnet Avenues, and
Sawyer and Jean Streets, the latter naned for him H ws closely associated
with the growth and devel opment of the north end and built and sold nany
buildings there for profit. H was builder of the Jean-Sl ocum bridge across
the Acushnet River at Howard Street, and was known for operating soup kitchens
for striking mill workers in the early twentieth century.

A tracing of the property's ownership also reveals itsvarious uses since
1901.  Shortly after the building's construction, Joseph V. Deners of
Worcester, Massachusetts, bought the nomi nated resource and within nonths sold
it to his mother-in-law, Cordelia D Vien, also of Worcester. Demers opened a
bar on the first floor, and the upper floors were rented out as apartnents.
Ms. Vien (1853-1928) was bhom in Canada and immgrated as a youth to New
England with her family, settling in Grosvenordale, Connecticut. Here she
lived and worked as a weaver in the town's cotton textile mill. Around 1874
she married Francois Vien; by 1880 she and her husband had noved to New
Bedford, living on Purchase Street while M. Vien worked at the Wansutta

Mill. The Viens invested their nmoney wisely inland and buildings in the
upper north end, which at that time was only sparsely settled. The Viens
increased their real estate holdings and were anong the |argest property
owners in the north end when the building boomhit in the early twentieth
century. The Viens nmoved to Worcester, and later to Lowell, Massachusetts,
where they owned several hotels, while still retaining their interests in Nw
Bedford. Around 1900 the Viens returned to New Bedford, and Ms. Vien and her
son Eugene H Vien became proprietors of the Park Hotel at the intersection of

Acushnet Avenue and Weld Street in the north end. |In 1911 Eugene H Vien
began to handle his nother's real estate, and undertook the renovation of the
resource, naming i tthe Hotel Waverly. The first floor was converted for use

as a saloon; a cabaret with a dance floor was placed on the second; and the
third and fourth floors renodeled as hotel roons. The remniscents of Earle
D Wlson, writing for the COctober 27, 1946 issue of the Sunday New Bedford
Standard-Ti mes, recalls that the hotel was "good for many an exciting
newspaper yam  back i n the days before prohibition.. .particularly on Saturday
nights i twas something on the wild side." In 1922 the Hotel Waverly was
bought from Cordelia D Vien by Samuel CGoldys (1868-1946), a Russian native
living inNw Bedford. Goldys continued operating the hotel, changingits

(continued)
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nane t ot he Touraine. Throughout his ownership, thefirst floor retail spaces
were used for various small shops including a liquor store, cleaners, and
repair shop. Around 1930 t hebuilding was popularly known as the Touraine
Hotel, but i t had becone a boarding or lodging house rather than a hotel, thus
ending itsperiod of significance. The building continued t o be used for
retail and residential purposes until themd-1970s when i t became nearly
vacant with just one storefront occupied.

As a prom nent Queen Anne structure, theHotel Waverly enbodies
characteristics of late nineteenth and early twentieth century conmmercial
buildings. The architect achieved a visually-pleasing blend of theasymetry
and variety of formand texture of t he Queen Anne, and t hedetailing of the
Colonial Revival. The Queen Anne was t he predom nant architectural style
during theperiod i nthearea, and thestreets of thenorth end were |ined
with similarlytowered and articulated structures. The Hotel Waverly remains
as one of t henost well-preserved exanples of Queen Anne commerci al
architecture i nthenorth end conmunity.

Samuel C Hunt (1858-1909), thearchitect for theHotel Waverly building, was
one of New Bedford's fewlocal architects, working i nthelast decades of the
nineteenth century and thefirst years of thetwentieth century. Hunt was
bom i n1858 and was educated in New Bedford. At theage of sixteen he was
apprenticed tolearn carpentry and soon became a construction foreman. During
the 1870s and 1880s he was a well-established contractor and builder i n the
New Bedford area. By 1891 he practiced as a full-time architect, designing
many private residences and public buildings; his nmost well-known
acconplishments were t he 1908-1910 New Bedford Registry of Deeds, the 1889
Duff Building, and therenovation of theold library building into thepresent
City Hall after afire of 1906. Hunt's local significance can be nore readily
interpreted by thefact that he was theprincipal architect for thecity of
New Bedford during theactive years of his career. He was responsible forthe
design of several school buildings and other public buildings in New Bedford.
Hunt was closely associated with politics during thelatter years of his life
and served on t heboard of Al dernen from 1895-96.

The Hotel Waverly, built during a period of intense growth in New Bedford's
French- Canadi an north end, contributes t o our know edge of thegrowth and
devel opment of one of thecity's ethnic communities. Designed by locally
prom nent architect Samuel C Hunt, theHotel Waverly stands today as one of
the finest exanples of comercial and residential Queen Anne architecturei n
the north end.

(end)
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DEC 26 1I9®

December 8, 1989

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Departnment of the Interior

National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngt on, DC 20013- 7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollowing nomnation:

The Hotel Waverly, 1162-1166 Acushnet Avenue, NewBedford (Bristol County),
Massachusetts, 02745.

There has been no owner objections fortheabove mentioned property.

The nomi nation has been voted eligibhle by theState Review Board and has been
signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notifiedof
pending State Review Board consideration30-75 days before the meeting and
were afforded t heopportunity t oconment. GComments received t odate are
attached tothenomnation form

rely.

Anne E Tait
Acting National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

Encl osure:

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. TAmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street. Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



