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Georgia Cottage, a small one-story Greek Revival cottage, is situated 
at the end of a long avenue of live oak trees. The driveway makes a turn 
in front of the house to circle a flower bed centered with a small round 
lily pond.
/The frame house is composed of a central block and two wings, all with 

their own porches. A short flight of steps lead to the main front porch 
which is supported by 6 square columns with square molded capitals and plain 
bases. Between the columns is a wooden railing with square balusters and 
a cypress handrail .

Both wings have similar porches, columns, and railings.

The front and rear exterior walls are plastered, but the side walls are 
of clapboard.

The main entrance double doors are flanked by pilasters and sidelights. 
A transom is divided into small rectangular lites. There are two windows on 
either side. Beneath these windows is a small section from the sill to the 
floor which is hinged and opens outward, allowing the windows to function as 
doors. All of the windows are double hung, and the sashes are divided into 
12 lites. These windows have pedimented architraves.

The front door opens into a wide hall extending from front to rear and 
which opens onto a back porch identical to the front.

On the right of the hall is the front parlor and dining room with slid 
ing doors between. A doorway in the rear room leads to the east wing.

The wooden mantels and slate hearths are original.

The ceilings are 13 feet high and original floors are hand-sawn pine 
boards. Plaster is original, made of ground oyster shells, sand, and pig 
bristles. The interior trim at the windows and doors is flat, wide with a 
molded edge, being much narrower at the top than bottom. Locally, this is 
called Egyptian molding.

The house remains much the same as when it was built. The solid wooden 
panels in the front door have been replaced by glass panels, a bathroom has 
been added on each wing and three small rooms have been added on part of the 
back porch. A modern kitchen has also been added along the lines of the 
porch.

Steep steps off of this 
hand-hewn one-foot square

lead to a wine cellar, where the 
an be seen.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

/Georgia Cottage is best known for its most famous resident, Augusta 
Evans Wilson, the first woman in America to earn in excess of $100,000 
from her writings/ Additionally the house is of architectural merit, 
having been built in the Greek Revival style.

Augusta Jane Evans was born in Columbus, Georgia on May 8, 1835. Her 
parents were Matt and Sara Howard Evans. Because of financial difficul 
ties, the family moved to San Antonio in 1845 and to Mobile in 1849, where 
Mr. Evans became a cotton factor. In 1857 Matt Evans bought Georgia 
Cottage from Alfred Batre, trustee for William A. Hardaway and his wife 
Mary Jane.

The house had been built about 1840 by John Murrell for his daughter 
Mary Jane on the land acquired by Spanish land grant in 1804.

-^Augusta Evans lived here from 1857 until her marriage in 1868. It 
was while living in this house that she wrote three of her novels, Macaria, 
S£. Elmo, and Vashti. The wing on the right of the house served as her 
study ,/and she was married in the front parlor of the house to Lorenzo M. 
Wilson on December 2, 1868.

Mrs. Wilson's career as a writer spanned more than a half a century. 
Her first novel, Inez: A Tale of the Alamo, was published in 1855 and her 
last book, Devota, came out in~T907, two years before her death. She was 
one of the most popular American authors of her day, and at least three 
of her books became all-time best sellers.

One of her most popular books, Macaria, written during the Civil War, 
was published with a Confederate copyright and was dedicated to the South 
ern soldiers. Although it was banned by the Federal Army, copies were 
smuggled through the lines and it was well received by the public in the 
north.

The Evans family continued to live in Georgia Cottage until 1879, when 
the property was sold to Albert N. Bamrell, U. S. Engineer in charge of the 
Mobile District, whose heirs sold to J. N. Brownlee in 1926, and in turn 
to the present owners, Dr. and Mrs. E. S. Sledge, in 1935.
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Alabama Historical Commission
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[March 31. 1972
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1305 South Lawrence Street
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [Pf^ State Local
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hfftoric Preservation
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