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OWNER'S NAME:

Mrs. William F . Kuehneman
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1135 South Main Street
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L_ Racine County Court House
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Excellent d Good [~] Fair [~| Deteriorated [~| Ruins I I Unexposed

fC/iec/c One) 

Moved QQ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Th6 Kuehneman residence stands on the east side of Main Street, just 
south of Racine's central business district, in a neighborhood notable for 
the variety and beauty of its 19th and early 20th century homes. It is a

wPJ9dnf?§med and clapboard-sided, painted
white... Measuring 54 feet *by 55 feet, the home consists of a two-story 
central block, with a full height, pedimented portico of Dorlc~columns, and 
symmetrically disposed one and one-half story wings.

The principal entry is on the west, in the central block, and opens 
into a narrow stairhall extending along the north side of this section 
from front to rear. To the north, occupying the entire north wing, is 
the spacious and elegant drawing room, having a handsome white marble 
fireplace, elaborate plaster cornice, and ornamental wood door and window 
frames. To the south, on the first floor, are sitting rooms, dining room, 
and kitchen. On the second story of main block and south wing are bedrooms. 
Most walls and ceilings are finished in white; furnishings and carpeting are 
brightly colored.

During the 1940 f s the Kuehnemans purchased the house—then in deplorable 
condition—and restored it with great care and tact, making few structural 
changes. By this date the south wing had already been altered to some 
extent; and the Kuehnemans added a sun porch at the rear (east end). Since 
1960, when the house was documented for the Historic American Buildings 
Survey, the only changes have been in the interior decor. And, as indicated 
the present condition of exterior and interior is^excellent.
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Simple, refined, beautifully proportioned and detailed, the Kuehneman 
house is Wisconsin^ f ii^ss^ rejiiiaiinjLn^^ residence. Built in 
the early 1850 f s for Eli R. Cooley, third Mayor of Racine "and" later the 
home of trilclge Charles E. Dyer, the house was restored by the present 
owner and her late husband during the 1940 f s and has since been impeccably 
maintained.
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Mary Ellen Wietczykowski, Chairman
ORGANIZATION DATE

Milwaukee Landmarks Commission 20 August 1972
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210 West Michigan Street
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National O State Q Local |jj£
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jj Yi J / ! LI 

Name /%M>7 j ' f[W^ ^WA#\

(.James Morton Smith 

Title Director, State Historical
Society of Wisconsin

OCT. 6 197?

STATE CODE

Wisconsin 55

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

UWuA^w MMjju
Chief, Office of Archeology and HisloJfc Preservation

f/'/73

"~ 4^)afc?-
Keeper of Tjiie National Re&i3ter ^\
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