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&

class1c Doric columns.

on all sides.
style.

Couradou Brlqgler.

around.’

in 1911.
but never succeeded.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

' a{/This building is one of the finest examples in the spirit of
classicdl revival architecture in Louisiana, being surrounded by 24
Presently an eight-room home, two stories in
Height, with a hipped roof, and a gallery on both upper and 16i
The interior woodwork for the most part is Fedér
-
The home was begun in 1812 and completed in 1814 by Michel

] Construction of first floor and all columns is solid brick,
that of. second floer brick between posts.

The original house, as described in the enclosed copy written
by the builder in the 1832 plantation journal, in the Louisiana State
University Archives, described the house as of "stories with columns all
and a gallery all around." A wing was added to the house in the

late 1830's or early 1840's but was demolished in 1932.

Also enclosed is a plan of all the buildings, gardens, etc.,
taken from an old blue print in the Ascension Parish Courthouse, done
The plantation was subdivided into the town of New Hexfmitage,
The main house is at the end of the center allee
of trees just above the figures 7.07. The sugap/mill is the large
building to the left, closer to the river than the house.
cabins are the double xow of houses betqeen the mill and the house.

of the stfuctures are goné and only the main house remains.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE \< 5 !9/

Hermitage Plantation has played a prominent part in the early
argricultural development of the area in which it is situated, Prior
to 1777 the land belonged to the Houpds Indians, and at this time was
sold to a Mr. Latil, who began farming the land. Originally, it was
an indigo plantation and continued to have indigo as its main crop
when it was purchased by the Bringier family in 1806. It continued
on with indigo for a few more years and then, when sugar manufacturing
became feasible, the plantation switched to the growing of sugar cane,
This plantation was the center of Michel Douradou Bringier's vast land
holdings, even though this was one of his smaller plantations, as far
as land area is concerned.

There is also an account, the the Bringier papers at Tulane
University, of the close relationship of the builder and General Andrew
Jacksopy’at the Battle of New Orleans. ' Bringier named his home after
Jacksgn's plantation near Nashville, Tennessee. There is also an
account of the steamboat Sultana landing at Hermitage with General
Jackson, who visited with the family in the 1820's.

The property was well maintained and a very fine sugar mill
was built which operated until the Civil War. At that time, the
famlly was evicted by the Union Army and the property was leased from
the Union by a carpetbagger from New England. He remained for three
years, and on departing stripped the property of everything movable
in the form of livestock, machinery, etc.

The property was restored to the Bringier family and a son, Louis

This he accomplished quite well during the late 1860'svand 1870's. A
new mill was constructed, employing all of the latest equipment of the
period, and this continued in operation until about 1916, ' At that time
the mill was closed., The machinery was sold and moved away, and the
building was demolished. However, the house remianed intact and the
main crop at this tlme was changed.to rice cultivation. This continued
for approximately 15 years, and since that time thé property has been
used for cattle gra¥ing and, more recently, a good portion of the land
has been leased to farmers for cultivation of sugar caneé and soy beans.

Amedee Bringier, undertook the task of_restoring the houge and plantation|
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the Natxonal Register and cerufy that it has been
evaluated ‘according to the criteria’ ‘and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this noming

The recommended

National
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