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The Hanchett Block is a four-story corner block, facing west, (slightly northwest, to 
be exact, as the building is slightly trapezoidal). The top two stories are occupied 
by Hanchett's Hall, an auditorium which retains a stamped metal ceiling with panels 
of intertwined gar lands and a cove frieze of palmettos, now in poor condition. The 
west or State Street facade, presents a four-story, six-bay front of cream brick painted 
grey. Wide round-arched one-over-one windows are spaced between brick pilasters, 
which intersect with string courses between the stories and which are surmounted by 
a simple but effective brick frieze, where corbeled brick supercapitals intersect with 
corbeled modillions. On the upper three stories the windows are boarded up inside 
the panes, and several panes are smashed.

This facade dates "from between'I893"and 1904, accorcling to photographs; before'this 
the thirci arid fourth stories contained six round-arched, two-story windows, and the 
cornice (probably wood) projected boldly. 1 Pilasters did not appear between the win 
dows, but a frieze above the first and string courses above the second story gave 
horizontal emphasis to the building. 2 It is not known why the facade was rebuilt, par 
ticularly on the upper floors where the hall remained.

On the first story, the south two-thirds, a clothing store, was fronted about 1978 with 
aurustic" sawn shake shingled awning.

The south facade,.. though heavily stuccoed and scored and also painted grey, retains 
three pairs of original two-story, round-arched Italianate windows, opening from the 
auditorium. The" middle window has a bulls eye above the paired arched window frames, 
a vestige:of the former elegance of the building. These windows and the rectangular 
ones on the second story are now boarded up, and all but one of the ground story 
openings are blocked up. A strange broken frieze above the windows appears to be a 
vestige of earlier ornamentation.

As the hall ceiling slopes downward, from front to rear, the east (rear) wall, also 
stuccoed and painted grey, has no windows as high as the fourth story, but there are 
six round-arched windows each on the second and third stories, many of whose panes 
are missing and open to the elements. The north side is of random limestone.

Although the first story is occupied by two businesses, the building above the ground 
story has been vacant and sorely neglected for many years. Roof leaks have created 
holes in the elaborate stamped ceiling of the auditorium, and the broken windows on 
all upper floors have afforded entrance to numerous pigeons, many of whom have 
died and decayed on the premises. A 20th century balcony against the north wall with 
a plain stairway to it are appropriate for the scale of the room.

A one story building of dark red early 20th century brick, adjacent to the east, and 
used by the two businesses which front on State Street, is part of the property but is 
not considered part of the nomination.
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6. Wisconsin Inventory of Historic Places

1975 State

State Historical Society of Wisconsin
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7.

2. Ibid, No detailed photographs of the original west or south facades have
been found; the 1893 illustration cited was taken a full block north.
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The Hanchett Block is of major local historical significance for its long association 
with Eeloit business and social life. It served as a community center with social 
and political meetings. Called "the Republican rallying point in the years just pre 
ceding the war"!, it was the site of Rock County's first enlistment in the Civil War, . 
in 1861, by the Eeloit Guards. * Falling into neglect in the late 1870's, its "paint 
and gilding" no longer "resplendent", ^ it was extensively refurbished and remodeled 
about the turn of the century. It housed Eeloit Business College ca. 1904-1909, and 
was concurrently the home of Eeloit's YMCA, until 1915. Their rented quarters on 
the second and third floors included a gymnasium, showers, and a reading room, and 
offered "socials, minstrel shows, circuses and entertainments". It housed the Beloit 
Company L (organized 1900) of the First Wisconsin National Guard Infantry regiment 
ca. 1922 through 1930. All of these latter activities occur red in the structure after it 
took its present external form.

The builder, James H. Hanchett (1813-1&65), was known-as a contractor and specu 
lator. He was also the builder of the Hanchett farmstead (Bartlett Memorial Museum) 
in 1857-58 (NRHP) and the first Eeloit dam over the Rock'River (1844J, as well as 
the Broder Block' (razed ca. 1970), formerly located kittycorner from the Hanchett 
Block on the southwest corner of State and Broad. From 1858 until just before his 
death at home he prospected for gold and claimed land for mining in Color ado. 6 The 
Hanchett Block is believed to be the most significant and imposing extant commercial 
building to be constructed by this builder, who is also credited with the construction 
of a number of dams in Indiana and along the Rock River in Illinois and Wisconsin. 7

Hanchett % Hall -&i 'the Hanchett Block is also of broader Mutorical sigiiflcan<2£ as the 
most intact, though subsequently altered, place where Abraham Lincoln spoke to the 
public in Wisconsin. It is Eeloit's last known extant link with Lincoln's visit to Rock 
County on Saturday and Sunday, October 1 and 2, 1859. After speaking at the Wiscon 
sin State Fair the previous evening, Lincoln traveled by train to Eeloit. Arriving 
Saturday morning, he dined at the Bushnell House (razed after a fire in 1968-and its 
site now a park), and spoke against slavery to an enthusiastic audience in Hanchett 1 s 
Hall at 2 p. m. The talk had been planned outside, but gusty weather forced it inside.

Lincoln passed through the then unsettled area in 1832 as a private in the Illinois 
Militia during the Black Hawk War,8 but in 1859 he was greeted by a sizable audience 
warmly sympathetic to the cause of antislavery. Beloit was a Republican stronghold
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and a hotbed of political feeling; it recently had sent men and money to 
Kansas to join the fight to make Kansas a free state, following the repeal 
of the Missouri Compromise in 1856. Beloit and Janesville, even then rivals, 
each tried to send more support than the other to Kansas throu^i "Kansas 
Leagues" and "Friends of Freedom for Kansas.'0 In opposition to the "public 
sovereignty" view of Stephen A. Douglas, which Lincoln rebutted, Lincoln de 
clared that the underlying principle of Republicanism was its hatred of 
slavery on moral, social, and political grounds, that an "irrepressible con 
flict" existed between Negro bondage and human freedom, and that when slavery 
attempted to overlap its present limits, the party would resist it in every 
legitimate and constitutional way, and force it back. The meeting closed 
with "three hearty cheers" for the speaker.-^

From Beloit, Lincoln was taken to Janesville by carriage, and spoke in the 
evening at the Young America Hall. He was a house guest of the William M. 
Tallman family at the Tallman House (HRHP), by far the best-preserved Wis 
consin site connected with his 1859 visit. The next morning he worshipped 
with the Tallmans at the Congregational Church in Janesville.

Beloit could make local political capital out of the Lincoln aonnection 
with Hanchett f s Hall, but at present its potential is underplayed. A plaque 
commemorating the visit, erected by the D. A. R. and visible by the time of 
the 1936 Beloit centennial, is now located very inconspicuously on the back 
of the building where it is attached to the grill of a first-story window. 
Under absentee ownership for many years, the building has suffered from lack 
of maintenance and the recent decline of downtown Beloit as a retail 
shopping center. It is located across the street from the vacant site of 
a largely unrealized urban renewal project. The Beloit Downtown Council 
and the Beloit City Planning Department both hope that National Register 
designation will encourage rehabilitation of the structure as part of a 
general program to revitalize downtown Beloit.
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8. Wis. State Marker No. 93 is placed on Highway 51 because of greater traffic. 
Lincoln's route in 1832 passed very close to Prairie Avenue. He recognized 
the route when he traveled along that road in 1859, accompanied by A. A. 
Jackson, William Tallman, Daniel Wilcox and James Burgess. Lincoln had 
been chosen a Captain when he enlisted in the Illinois Militia on April 21, 1832, 
and served in Illinois. He reenlisted as a private (May 9 and June 16). As one 
of Captain Early's Independent Rangers, under General Atkinson, he pursued 
Black. Hawk's band through southern Wisconsin in early July, 1832. Ms., A. A. 
Jackson, "Abraham Lincoln in the Blackhawk War", RCHS Collections, pp. 17- 
20, 40; H. Hambrecht, Abraham Lincoln in Wisconsin, Madison: Lincoln Fel 
lowship, 1946, pp. 5-7.

9. Book of Beloit, 1936, p. 72.

10. Beloit Journal, Oct. 5, 1859; A. A. Jackson, Op. cit., p. 38; Hambrecht, Op. 
cit., p. 15.

11. The Hanchett Block is one of five Wisconsin sites associated with Lincoln to be 
illustrated in Bernhardt Wall's Following Abraham Lincoln, New York; Wise- 
Par slow, ca. 1942. The RCHS collections contain a copy of the book and the 
complete set of the Wisconsin etchings (1936).

12. Book of Beloit, Ibid. Though in their history they have moved around in the 
downtown, Reitler and Co. was located in the block in 1886-7.
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