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The Whitney Mansion was designed by John Notman, Architect, and built in
1849, Minor interior alterations have been done to the house in the 19th
—&hd 20th centuries.

1. Exterior: The exterior of the house is a handsome dark brown
New Jersey ironstone (coursed rubble) with red mortar pointing and
brownstone tr1m _including window sills. The house is in the
Italian Villa style and is two-and-a-half stories with a four-
story tower. The roofs are gable, covered with asphalt shingles
and with a small section of flat roof covered with metal, and a
hipped roof on the tower. Delicate wood brackets support the
wide overhanging ends of the gable roofs and the main entryway
roof, which is partly supported by grape cluster cast iron
brackets. Grape clusters in cast iron also support the curving
metal roofs of the front and rear porches. There are French
windows on the first floor and casement windows in the upper
floors. An exterior datestone near the upper doorway of the tower
is inscribed "Thomas H. Whitney A.D. 1849."

2. Interior: The entry at the base of the tower leads into a vesti-
bule with painted glass flanking the entry doors. A large entry
hallway, with a niche containing what is reported to be its
original piece of sculpture, and a monumental stairway with wide
mahogany rail, has a fine cornice with large paired plaster brac-
kets. To the left is the main living room and beyond it, the
study. To the right is the drawing room. All these rooms have
decorative plaster cornices of acanthus leaves in different

" motifs. To the rear of the hallway is a new lavatory and a dining
room wWith French windows in the polygonal end of the room. In the
rear is a moderate-sized three-story kitchen wing with modern kit-
chen, enclosed porch, recreation room, and back stairway. The
second floor has six bedrooms and the third floor in the kitchen
wing has three bedrooms. The original water tank is still in the
third floor of the tower.

3. Site: The Whitney Mansion, now the residence of the President of
Glassboro State College, is located just west of Whitney Avenue
on the east side of the campus of Glassboro State College. An
asphalt drive leads into the property to the south and rear of the
house and curves around the front and west side of the house. The
lawn stretches out in front of the house to the northeast, and ther?

are many fine shade trees and evergreens onvthe front lawn.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This early Victorian mansion was the scene of the Glassboro Conference be-
tween Unlted States President Lyndon B. Johnson and Soviet Premler Alexl NL
Kggzglp held on‘June 23rd and 25, 1967, These talks were the beg;nnlng

of a mqu};gful East-West dialogue on a number of international questionsy

particularly an exchange of views on the question of d1rect bilateral re-
lations.

The house was built by Thomas H. Whitney, who founded Whitiney Brothers
Glass Plant, was active in banking, and President and Director of the

Glassboro-Millville Railroad.

In 1841-1842 he served two terms in the

New Jersey Assembly.

lived in the house.

of Representatives in 1850.

He was the Whig Party candidate for the U.S. House
His brother Samuel and widowed mother also
Thomas was married four years after its completion.,

By December 1, 1917, the State of New Jersey had title to the Whitney
Mansion end fifty-five additional acres. Here was founded the New Jersey
State Normal School at Glassboro which began operations in 1923. 1In 1935
the name was changed to Glassboro State Teachers College, and more
recently to Glassboro State College.

The house is an excellent example of mid-nineteenth century domestic
architecture of the Jialian Villa style. This style was one of several
eclectic styles popular in the middle of the 19th century. John
the architect of this house, also designed other notable Italian Villa
style houses in Burlington and Princeton, as well as many churches and
public buildings. While not so robust as these later examples of Notman's
work, it has good exterior proportions, and a handsome color with red
pointing, and generous interior rooms.
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Bole, Robert D.
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"Summit Get-together..."

Summit at Holly Bush, Glassboro State College Endowment

Fund, Inc., Glassboro, N.J., 1969.

cal Site",

"Glassboro President Likes Idea of Hollybush as Histori-

Herald-News, June 29, 1967.

U.S. News & World Report,

July 3, 1967, pp. 10, 29-31.
"Open House in Gloucester County," Gloucester County
Historical Society, Woodbury,

N.J., May 9, 1970, #12.
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