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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

William Page house is located in the southcentral Kentucky county of Barren, in a rural 
area approximately six miles south of Glasgow, the county seat. The house sits on a 
rise above Skaggs Creek, facing southwest,approximately ^ mile off Highway 249.

Constructed around 1815, the Page house is a two-story, hall-parlor plan structure, 
three bays across. Flemish bond brickwork appears on all sides of the main block, 
and jack arches top the window openings, which have six over six lights. A corbelled 
cornice graces the front and rear of the main block (see photos 1-3). During the 20th 
century a two-story porch was built onto the front of the house.

The two-story brick ell was built in 1890, with a 1930s porch located in the angle. 
The window openings in this section are topped by segmental arches, and a one-story 
frame addition projects from the west side (see photos 4-5).

The interior of the house boasts all original woodwork in the older section, which 
includes chairrailing on both floors, and mantelpieces flanked by floor-to-ceiling 
cupboards. The mantel in the north parlor is a modified architrave type, with recessed 
panels in the frame (see phtos 6-7). No original woodwork appears in the ell.

The nominated area includes the main house, a small frame shed northwest of the house* 
and three small barns on the property. . The'family cemetery is'also included within the 
boundaries.
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SPECIFIC DATES
ca, 1814

BUILDER/ARCHITECT
William Page

The William Page house, in southcentral, Kentucky, is one of few surviving houses built 
during the early settlement of this region of the state. The house, built by William 
Page, c. 1814, has a hall-parlor plan, and exhibits well-laid Flemish bond brickwork, 
which is rare in this section of the state.

Barren County, Kentucky, originally formed a part of the vast area composing Logan County, 
the first, county created by the General Assembly of Kentucky, south of the Green River. 
Logan County was divided and Warren County was formed in 1797. The following year, in 1798, 
Barren County was created from a portion of Warren County.1 At that time there were only 
four families residing within its present limits.

William Page first bought land in this area from John H. Baker in 1812. Page became a 
substantial farmer and landowner, eventually increasing his property holdings from one «, 
hundred acres to nearly 1,700 acres. He evidently built this house during 1814-1815 as 
can be conjectured from the tax records of the county2 and worked and lived on this land 
lying on the waters of Skaggs Creek for twenty-seven years. "Uncle Billy," as he was 
affectionately known by others in the county, was buried beside his wife on Skaggs Creek 
approximately tw© hundred yards from the brick house which was his home for so many 
years.

William Page left his house and much of his land to his daughter, Elizabeth Page who 
was born on March 25,y 1796 in Virginia. She was fifteen years of age when she came with 
her father and the family to settle in Barren County and forty-one years old when he died. 
She was married approximately two months after his death to Colonel Robert Strange. 3 
Elizabeth died in 1886 and Colonel Strange survived her by eleven years. Because he lived 
in this house for nearly half a century, it became known as the Colonel Robert Strange 
Farm during his residence there. He was one of the county's most respected and prominent 
citizens. Both Strange and his wife are buried in the same family graveyard along 
with her parents and slaves.

The early hall-parlor plan of the house, combined with exceptionally well-laid brick 
work, produce a structure uncommon in Barren County. The house also exhibits very fine 
interior woodwork which includes early architrave mantels, and chairrailing throughout.
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FOOTNOTES

In the years that followed other counties were formed from portions of 
Barren County, viz., Alien County (1815); Hart County (1819); Monroe County (1820); 
and Metcalfe County (1860). The county received its name "Barren" from what is 
generally termed the barrens or prairies which abound in this region. See Richard 
H. Coll ins, History of Kentucky (Covington, Kentucky: Richard H. Coll ins, 1874), 
Vol. II, p. 43. It was the thirty-seventh county formed by the state Legislature. 
A large portion of the land in this county was originally surveyed and appropriated 
by Virginia for her veterans of the American Revolutionary War. See information 
received from Mrs. McGuire.

2 Kentucky Tax Records, Barren County, 1799-1847, as per information received
from Mrs. McGuire.

Strange was of approximately the same age as his wife. He had been born in 
Bedford County, Virginia, and had been left a handsome inheritance by his father 
who had died when he was a young boy. His father had operated a large plantation 
there. Strange's mother had the surname Early. She was a sister of the celebrated 
Bishop John Early of the Methodist Church. She was also a cousin of the renowned 
Civil War Confederate general, Jubal A. Early. Colonel Strange came to Barren 
County in 1833, courted Elizabeth Page, and married her in 1839.



Form No. 10-300a 
(Hev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

William Page House 
Barren County, Kentucky

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 2

Gardiner, Florence Edwards, ed. Cyrus Edwards' Stories of Early Days and Others 
Louisville: The Standard Printing Co., Inc., 1940.

Gorin, Franklin. The Times of Long Ago, Barren Co., Ky. 
Morton and Co., 1929 .

Louisville: John P. 

Information received from Mrs. Samuel L. McGuire, Jr., May 30, 1980.



KENTUCKY HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY Site No. Bn-53

1 . Historic Name(s< William Page House

Original Owner William Page
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1 8. Description

A two story brick hall-parlor plan 
structure. It has a two story 
twentieth century porch on the 
front. The brick ell was con­ 
structed during the last part of tl 
nineteenth century. It has common 
bond brickwork and segmental openii
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William Page house is located in the southcentral Kentucky county of Barren, in a rural 
area approximately six miles south of Glasgow, the county seat. The house sits on a 
rise above Skaggs Creek, facing southwest,approximately ^ mile off Highway 249.

Constructed around 1815, the Page house is a two-story, hall-parlor plan structure, 
three bays across. Flemish bond brickwork appears on all sides of the main block, 
and jack arches top the window openings, which have six over six lights. A corbelled 
cornice graces the front and rear of the main block (see photos 1-3). During the 20th 
century a two-story porch was built onto the front of the house.

The two-story brick ell was built in 1890, with a 1930s porch located in the angle. 
The window openings in this section are topped by segmental arches, and a one-story 
frame addition projects from the west side (see photos 4-5).

The interior of the house boasts all original woodwork in the older section, which 
includes chairrailing on both floors, and mantelpieces flanked by floor-to-ceiling 
cupboards. The mantel in the north parlor is a modified architrave type, with recessed 
panels in the frame (see phtos 6-7). No original woodwork appears in the ell.

The nominated area includes the main house, a small frame shed northwest of the house* 
and three small barns on the property. . The'family cemetery is'also included within the 
boundaries.
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Logan County was divided and Warren County was formed in 1797. The following year, in 1798, 
Barren County was created from a portion of Warren County.1 At that time there were only 
four families residing within its present limits.

William Page first bought land in this area from John H. Baker in 1812. Page became a 
substantial farmer and landowner, eventually increasing his property holdings from one «, 
hundred acres to nearly 1,700 acres. He evidently built this house during 1814-1815 as 
can be conjectured from the tax records of the county2 and worked and lived on this land 
lying on the waters of Skaggs Creek for twenty-seven years. "Uncle Billy," as he was 
affectionately known by others in the county, was buried beside his wife on Skaggs Creek 
approximately tw© hundred yards from the brick house which was his home for so many 
years.

William Page left his house and much of his land to his daughter, Elizabeth Page who 
was born on March 25,y 1796 in Virginia. She was fifteen years of age when she came with 
her father and the family to settle in Barren County and forty-one years old when he died. 
She was married approximately two months after his death to Colonel Robert Strange. 3 
Elizabeth died in 1886 and Colonel Strange survived her by eleven years. Because he lived 
in this house for nearly half a century, it became known as the Colonel Robert Strange 
Farm during his residence there. He was one of the county's most respected and prominent 
citizens. Both Strange and his wife are buried in the same family graveyard along 
with her parents and slaves.

The early hall-parlor plan of the house, combined with exceptionally well-laid brick 
work, produce a structure uncommon in Barren County. The house also exhibits very fine 
interior woodwork which includes early architrave mantels, and chairrailing throughout.
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In the years that followed other counties were formed from portions of 
Barren County, viz., Alien County (1815); Hart County (1819); Monroe County (1820); 
and Metcalfe County (1860). The county received its name "Barren" from what is 
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Strange was of approximately the same age as his wife. He had been born in 
Bedford County, Virginia, and had been left a handsome inheritance by his father 
who had died when he was a young boy. His father had operated a large plantation 
there. Strange's mother had the surname Early. She was a sister of the celebrated 
Bishop John Early of the Methodist Church. She was also a cousin of the renowned 
Civil War Confederate general, Jubal A. Early. Colonel Strange came to Barren 
County in 1833, courted Elizabeth Page, and married her in 1839.
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