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1. Name of Property

historic name Oakdale Village Historic District

other names/site number.
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street & number park at Thomas & N.Main Streets publication
City or town """~ Boylston vicinity
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3. State/Federai Agency Certification
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n request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60, In my opinion, the property
meets D does not me”tf'6 National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
nationally D statewide JS”*loca”, (~ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Sdvaure of certifying officiaimtle ~udith”~. McDonouglVf* Executive Director
(Massachusetts Historical Commission. State Historic Preservation Officer
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. ( *+ See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)
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4, Natl Park Service Certification
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CH See continuation sheet,
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National Register,
D removed from the National
Register,
n other, (explain:)



Oakdale Village Historic District
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

H private  building(s)

* public-local Kl district

IS public-State * site

* public-Federal e structure
» object

Name of reiated muitipie property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing,)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/ Single Dwelling
Educat i on/ School s

Religion/Church

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)
Mid-19thC: Greek REvival

Mid-19thC: Other - Italianate

late Victorian; Gothic

Late Victorian: Queen Anne

Narrative Description

Worcester County. Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
43 28 buildings
sites
structures
objects
43 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/Single & Multiple Dwellings
Rel i gi on/ Chur ch

Recreation/ Qut door Recreation/Park
Landscape/ Par k

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation brick; stone: granite
nallg wood; weatherboard, shingle
metal; aluminum; synthetics; vinyl
roof asphalt
other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets,)

(attached)
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Name of Property Conty ad Sate

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions)
for National Register listing,) Architecture

K A Property is associated with events that have made Community Planning S Development
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

* B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

S C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of atype, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and ) o
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance
individual distinction. c. 1780 - 1908

* D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations Significant Dates

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply,) c. 1780 - construction of Wh Thonmas House
1848 - opening of Vorcester S Nashua RR
1900 - closing of WBoylston Mg. Go. mill

Sig?ﬂ%??anf E’grns%hm ionof reservoir

religious purposes. (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A

Property is:

* A owned by a religious institution or used for

» B removed from its original location.
Cultural Affiliation

C a birthplace or grave.

N/A
* D a cemetery.
» E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
« F a commemorative property. Architect/Builder
. o N/A
» G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
9. migjor Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form onone or more continuation sheets,)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
» preliminary determination of individual listing (36 S State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been reguested » Other State agency
» previously listed in the National Register » Federal agency
» previously determined eligible by the National * Local government
Register * University
» designated a National Historic Landmark e Other
» recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:
#

+ recorded by Historic American Engineering Massachusetts Historical Conmmission

Record #



Oakdale Village Historic District orcester County, Massachusetts
Name of Propaty County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property ca. 36 acres

UTIM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet,)

J L L L J L L J L L
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
gL I\VIL o 0 gL I \VeLa VL

ED See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet,)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Susan McDaniel Ceccacci with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission dete April 1996
dreet & number 220 Mortissey Boulevard tdephone (617) 727 A70
city or toon  Boston gate MA 2p code QYW

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO,)

name (rmiltiplfi nwner<;)
street & number, telephone.

city or town state Zip code
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a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U,S,C. 470 efseq,).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O, Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. Description

The Oakdde Village Historic District consgsts mostly of smdl to moderate-szed, one to two-
and-a-haf-story, gable-front, wooden, single-family dwellings nestled around the steepled,
Gresk Reviva syle Oskdde Methodist Church, (1859), which dominates the area. Most
buildings in the area were built from the 1840's through the 1890's. The predominant
building style is Gresk Revival vernacular. The only building inthe district that datesbefore
1840 is the two-story,five-bay,center-entry. Federd style, William Thomas House (MAP
#40), of about 1780-1810, & 67 North Main Street.  Although some dterations have been
mede to individua buildings, the area hes suffered little modern encroachment.  Except for
losses due to the wholesdle demoalition of the southern section of the village and the
demoalition of individual structures dong area dreams a the time of the construction of the
Wachusett Reservoir around 1900, mogt of the remaining portion of the village isintact.
Spacid relationships and the origind scde of the area have been presarved largely as they
were & the turn of the 20th century. The areaincluded in the historic didtrict is
distinguishable from contiguous arees because it is generdly more densdy built up and
because of its comparative physica integrity. Buildings inthe district are better preserved
and less disturbed by intrusions than are those of a smilar type and date that are foundin
surrounding arees

LOCATION OF OAKDALE VILLAGE

The digtrict is located in the northwestern corner of the town of West Boylston, Worcester
County, Massachusetts.  Containing gpproximeately 36 acres Stuated on high ground neer the
northern shordine of the weternmost arm of Wachusett Reservair, it centers around the
intersection of North Main Street (Massachusatts Route 140) and Laurel Street.  Theterrain
within the district is generdly flat, adthough the ground rises on the west 9de of North Main
Street & High Strest, up High Street, and on the western section of Laurdl Street.  North
Main Strest isthe principal dreet of the district. All or portions of the following Sde dreets
ae d included: May Street, Green Street, High Street, Laurdl Street, and Washacum Stredt.

CONTRIBUTING AND NON-CONTRIBUTING BUILDINGS IN OAKDALE VILLAGE

Seventy-one buildingsare included in the historic district.  Of those, forty-three are
contributing and twenty-eight are non-contributing.  Within the district there are 0 nine
vacant lots.

(continued)
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Among the buildings consdered non-contributing, fourteen are smal dhedsand sx ae
gaages. These twenty buildings are mostly st beck from the dreet and are ether behind or
to the sde of their accompanying dwellings. Some are bardly visible from the dreet.  Others
ae visble but defer to the resdence to which they belong. For this reason they have little
negative effect on the overdl historic character of the district.

The shed eedt of the Ansdl Crocker House (MAP #12; MHC #155) is of an undetermined
date. Althoughit may actudly date from the late 19th century and is compatible in

gopearance to the housg, it hes been consdered non-contributing because its history cannot be
documented.

Only four dwellings have been consdered non-contributing. Of these, one is an dtered geble-
front, one-and-a-hdf-story, three-bay, sdehdl-entry, Greek Reviva style, mid-19th century
house a 20 Laurel Strest (MAP #25). Ancther, 52 Laurdl Street (MAP #22, MHC #168), is
what gopearsto be a late 19th century house, dthough its date is uncdear. A one-a-and-a-hdf-
dory, gable-front, three-bay, sdehal-entry house of tenuous Gresk Reviva inspiration, itis
not ssen on 19th century maps of Oakdde. It ssamslikely that it is an earlier building moved
into the district in the early 20th century, probably a the time of the congtruction of the
reservoir. However, its history hes not been documented.  Two other non-contributing
buildings are mid-to-late 20th century houses One, 12 Laurel Strest (MAP #26), gopearsto
date entirely from the late 20th century. However, this gable-end, one-and-a-haf-story
dwelling may incorporate some part of atwo-story, gable-end, 19th century house that
formerly sood on the same dte. The other non-contributing dwelling isaca 1950's, two-

and-a-hdf-story, gable-end house in the late Colonia Reviva syle a 59 North Main Street
(MAP #41).

Also within the digtrict is included another non-contributing building: the small, wood
Oakdde Pog Office (MAP #16A; MHC #108) a 16 North Main Street, on the same lot &
the Pdham Bradford House (Map #17; MHC#108). Thistiny, one-story, two-bay, gable-
front building with a very low pitched roof first gopeared on this ste in 1952. It wasformed
from two astylistic overnight cabins (date circa 1920's-1930's?), moved from Fine Hill Cabins
on Holt Street.

The generd character of the post office, as well as that of all of the other non-contributing
dwellings described above is compatible with that of the district. Although some of them
may clearly not belong to the period of historic significance of the district, most ae
sympathetic to it in material, generd design characteridics, Sze, proportion, and siting.

(continued)
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Among the mogt significant contributing buildingsin the historic district are institutional
buildings such as

Oakdde Methodist Church (MAP #10; MHC #107), 1859, Greek Revival, 15 North Main
Street

This rectangular, gable-front church hes weighty Gresk Revival style features assodiated with
the period of the greatest popularity of the style during the mid-19th century. They includea
heavy facade pediment, a very substantid architrave/frieze, which is used both & the eaves
and in the pediment, and wide corner pilagters. Of particular note is the three-stage Greek
Revival style belltower on the front portion of its roof.

During the mid-20th century, atwo-story, pedimented entry vestibule with a pedimented main
entrance replaced an earlier one-gory, Itdianate style entry vedtibule that hed a flat roof and
finials a itsroofline. Although the repeated pediments of the new vestibule and the main
body of the the church recall the facades of Pdladian churches, the trestment of the new
vestibule carries out the Gresk Revival features, such as pediment and pilasters, that are found
on the original portion of the building. Also, the round-arched windows and door of the
earlier vestibule were retained in the alteration. In spite of this dteration to the main facade,
the church still reeds as a mid-19th century Greek Revivd building. Thisis true in part
because both its original degple and original facade pediment are visible from a great
digance. Even from dose up, the degple and pediment are the details that mogt attract the
ee

Oakdde District School (MAP #11; MHC #112), 1858, Italianate, High Sireet

This gable-front, two-and-a-haf-story building of rectangular form beears both Greek Revival
and Itdianate features. Greek Reviva details include wide corner pilagters, friezes, and gable
returns. Italianate syle features are eave brackets and a scrolled overdoor. Origindly there
was d0 an Itaianate style cupola (no longer existing) on itsroof. The Oakdde Schodl is the
mog imposing and lesst dtered of the three school buildingsin Oakdae today.

District #7 School (MAP #24; MHC #166), ca 1852, Gresk Revival, 32 Laurel Street

This one-gory, Greek Reviva style, temple-front sructure is distinguished by a facade
portico, which conggs of a broad pediment supported by four tapered octagond Doric
columns. Despite some dterations, the school still maintains much of its original character.
Originaly there were two entrances on the main facade, a common feature of schools built in
the second half of the 19th century. Today, only the eesternmog entrance still exids and a
window has been placed a the center of the facade. Nonethdess, because of the dominance
of the portico, changes to the facade are less prominent than they might be. The the addition

(continued)
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of an ell, with main entrance, on the eest Sde has been done sympatheticaly and hes hed
little negative effect on the overall historic character of the structure.

Harrisville (District #5) School (MAP #17; MHC #109), 18587, Gresk Reviva/Queen Anne,
18 North Main Strest

Two-and-a-hadf dories in height, this building is rectangular in form with a four-bay gable
front. It hes two ground-floor entrances, originally intended as one for boys and one for girls.
The form and proportions of the building are consonant with the Gresk Revival syle of the
mid-19th century. Yet, certain ornamental features suggest the Queen Anne style of the
late-19th century. Queen Anne period features include gable-roofed overdoors on brackets a
the two main entrances, wood shingling in the facade gable and in the gables of the
overdoors, a strip of shingling across the width of the main facade between the first and
seoond floors, srips of wide horizontal trim (which recall medieva half-timbering) that
sparate the clgpboard siding from the shingled arees, and a Pdladian window in the facade
gable. Some dteration to the windows on the main facade took place when the building was
used as a gore during the early 20th century. Eyebrow windows in the northernmost and
southernmogt bay's of the sscond floor were enlarged and a pair of windows a the center of
the ground floor were made wider to function as display windows. These changes have not
greetly affected the overall character of the building.

Also significant are dwellings such as
Green Stret

Harrison E. Morton House. (MAP #8; MHC #113), ca 1880's, 6 Green Street. Ore of the
best preserved and mogt distinctive houses in Oakdde Village, this is a one-and-a-hdf-story,
two-bay, gable-front, sdehdl-entry, Gothic Reviva syle house with a one-and-a-haf-story
wing on the wes sde. Extending from the west end of the wing is a one-gory shed to
which, intum, is atached a smdl barn with a high pitched roof. Notable features ae the
high-pitched gable roof with diamond-pierced bargeboards, an overdoor on brackets a the
main entrance, and a one-story bay window on the ground floor of the main facade. An
encdosad porch extends the width of the south facade of the wing.

High Strest

16 High Streat (MAP #13), mid-19th century, Greek Revival. Thisis a one-and-a-hdf-gory,
gable-front, two-bay, Gresk Reviva style house with a sngle pile, one-and-a-haf-sory wing
on the west 9de. The main entrance is in the south facade of the wing, imder a porch with

(continued)
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turned pods that extends from the main facade of the wing around the west 9de of the main
body of the house Didtictive Gresk Reviva fesatures include friezesand geble returns. A
well-preserved, small, mid-19th century gable-front barn gands a the rear of thelot.

Ansd F. Crocker House (MAP #12, MHC #155), 1870-1891, 23 High Street, Greek Reviva
influence. Thisisawell presarved, two-and-a-haf-story, three-bay, sdehdl-entry, gable-front
house with an atached barn. It is characterigic of many larger resdences built in Ogkdae
during the late 19th century. Plain in gpopearance, it is a late vernacular expresson of the
highly popular mid-19th century Gresk Reviva style. Gresk dements seen here are the
gable-front form, gable returns, and the frieze a the eaves and inthe gable. Characteristic of
late expressons of the style are the dim proportions of the frieze, roof cornice, corner boards,
and window and door frames. Like many housss of Gresk Reviva inspiration built in
Oéakdae, during the mid and late 19th century, the door frame of the main entrance is entirely
unadorned and does not teke the typical Greek Revival pilagter/architrave/cornice form. The
1891 birdss-eye-view mgp shows that there was originaly no front porch, lending an even
more audere look to the house. The present porch probably dates from the early 20th
century.

Laurd Strest

Methodist Parsonege (MAP # 28; MHC #168), 1890, Greek Reviva influence, 6 Laurel Stregt
This two-and-a-haf-story, two-bay, gable-front house is covered with asbedos sding. The
house still retains its 2/2 saeh. The present siding obscures the original clgpboard wallsand
thefishscalewood shingles in the facade gable. The origina railing of the porch, with turned
baugers, has been replaced with a drgp metd railing. Because few other changes gpopear to
have been made, the house still retains much of its origina character.

Morrow House (MAP #27; MHC #165), ca 1850, Greek Revival, 10 Laurel Strest

This one-and-a-haf-sory Greek Revival Cottage with atached barn is oriented as is
characterigtic of the style, with its gable toward the street.  More unusud, however, isthe
placement of the entrance on the Sde. Late 19th century views of the house show that it
originally had a porch with square pogts dong the first three bays on the eest Sde. Themain
entrance is inthe second bay of that Sde. The porch was removed a an unidentified 20th
century date. The entrance vestibule may be original, dthough its gable roof was probably
added after the removd of the porch. With the exception of these changes the house is well
preserved.  Of note are its wide corner pilasters and frieze, gable returns, and pediment-like
window cgps—fedtures ssen on other middle-class Gresk Revival style houses built in West
Boylston a the pesk of the style's popularity inthe 1840's and 1850's.

(continued)
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J. D. White House (MAP #23; MHC #167), 185051870, Greek Revival, 38 Laurel Strest
This one-a-and-a-hdf-gstory, three-bay, sdehdl-entry, gable-front house hes a one-and-a-hdf-
dory wing on the eedt Sde. It isavery well presarved vernacular expresson of the Greek
Reviva style. Asis common in cottages ingpired by the Gresk Revival and built in Centrd
Massachusits after the mid 1850's, hs Gresk detailing is less heavy and its doorframe isplain
with an overdoor on scroll brackets with pendents A porch with jig-saw-cut ornament
extends the length of the south sSde of the ell and continues on around the eest Sde. The
section on the et end wias probably added inthe 1890's or in the early 20th century. Inthe
generd dze, gopearance of its main body, and the proportions of its trim, this house issmilar
to severd other housssin the Ogkdde Village area built during the same time period.

J R Prat House (MAP#21; MHC#169), 1855-1870, Greek/Gothic Reviva influence, 68
Laure Street. This one-and-a-haf-story, three-bay, sdehdl-entry, gable-front house hes a
wing on the eed 9de and atached barns & the rear. Mildly reminiscent of the Gresk Revival
dyle inits 9ze, it hes the gable-front orientation, and the use of afrieze in the gable ad
aong the eaves & the ddesthat ae characteridic of that style. The somewhat high pitch of
the gable roof is suggestive of Gothic Reviva influence. The present Colonial Revival style
front porch a the main entrance, the shed dormer, and the atachment of the barns to the
house gopear to date from the early 20th century, possibly the 1920's or 1930's.

May Street

Andrew Boyd House (MAP #1; MHC #114), 1880's, Greek Revival/ltdianate, 8 May Street
This is a two-and-a-haf-story, three-bay, gable-front, sdehdl-entry house Itsfacade
pediment is pierced by a round-arched Itdianate style window. A one-gtory kitchen ell
extends from the rear of the main body of the house Along its Sde is a porch ornamented
with posts with jigsaw brackets. To the rear of the kitchen ell is atached a small, two-bay
dhed that linksthe house with a carriage barn with access onto Green Street.  Ornamental
details seen on the house include an Itdianate style overdoor on scroll brackets a the main

entrance and Gresk Reviva syle friezes dong the sdes and in the pediment, and corner
pilagters.

W. Newton House (MAP #3; MHC #115), 1850's, Gresk Revival, 14 May Street

This single-pile, one-and-a-haf-story house is one bay wide on its gable-front main facade.
Gresk Reviva in style, this house hes an unusud plan. It hes porches on the east and west
ddes, with its main entrance in an endosad section of the western porch.  Eyebrow windows
aong the sdes provide light to rooms in the half story. Digtinctive Greek Reviva features
include wide comer boards and wide friezes. Other original ornament are the porch posts

(continued)
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with jigsaw-cut trim.

A well presarved carriage barn of the same period as the house gands a the rear of the
property, with accessfrom Green Street.

North Main Strest

Josgph Whitaker House (MAP #15; MHC #106), 1830's-1840's, Gresk Reviva, 14 North
Main Stregt

This two-and-a-hdf-story, gable-front, three-bay, sdehdl-entry, Gresk Revival houseis
unusua because its second gtory projects out beyond the first, forming a porch a the first-
floor level. Greek Revivd features include wide friezes, corner pilasters, and aformal
trabested doorframe with prominent Gresk key motif and siddlights. Two-story porches, both
open and closed have been added to the gdes of the house snce 1898.

Pelham Bradford House (MAP #16; MHC #108), ca 1850, Greek Revival, 16 North Main
Stret

This two-and-a-half-story,five-bay,center-entry, gable-end, Greek Reviva style house hes a
pair of interior chimneys and atwo-story reer ell. Asphdt sding obscures the clapboard
exterior and origina Greek Reviva gyle friezes and panded corner pilasters. A one-gtory
Greek Reviva porch with tapered Doric columns extends across the width of the main facade.
It was added probably gbout the turn of the 20th century and may have been savaged from
the May House across the dreet, when it was removed in preparation for the construction of
the Wachusett Reservoir.

G. J Smith House (MAP #18; MHC #110), 1850's, Gresk Revival, 22 North Main Stregt
This two-and-a-hdf-story, three-bay, sdehdl-entry, gable-front, Gresk Revival syle cottage
hes a porch across the width of the main facade, hipped-roof dormers, and a rear kitchen ell.
Gresk Revival features include friezes, gable returns, and wide corner boards. A large, well
preserved, two-and-a-haf-story, mid-19th century, gable-front glazier's shop (the present
cariage barn/garage) dts to the rear of the property.

24 North Main Sreet (MAP #19), mid-19th century, Greek Revival

This one-and-a-hdf-story, three-bay, gable-front, Gresk Reviva style house has awing on the
south 9de and an endosed porch dong the width of the wing. Although covered with
auminum siding, the house retains its Gresk Reviva slhouette, its gable returns and 6/6 sseh.

(continued)
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Samud S Russl House (MAP #9; MHC #105), ca 1870's, Mansard, 11 North Main Stregt
This two-and-a-half-story, three-bay, center-entry. Mansard style house, with a dormered
mansard roof, is the only mansard roofed building in Oakdde Village today. The building is
rectangular in form except for aflat-roofed,one-dory ell a the rear. Ornamentd features
include projecting cornice window cgps, labeed cornices on its dormer windows and a heavy
moulded roof cornice. A origina one-gtory front porch that extends across the width of the
main facade has been endosad during the mid-to-late 20th century. Because of its highly
visible location and because of its distinctive Mansard silhouette, this house makes an
important contribution to the historic character of the village despite the dteration of its
porch.

W. Whittemore House/Methodist Parsonege (MAP #20; MHC #111), 1840's-1850's, Gresk
Revival, 23 North Main

This two-and-a-half-story, gable-front, three-bay, sdehdl-entry Gresk Reviva style house hes
the weighty trim typical of buildings built in this style during its mid-19th century pesk of
popularity. Gresk Revival fegtures include wide friezes and gable returns.  Itssmple
pilagter/architrave/cornice doorframe hes recently been removed and a Victorian style porch
built around the main entrance. Despite this ateration, the house retains its digtinctive Greek
Revival character.

Rev. Nathan D. George House (MAP #30; MHC #162), 1855-1870, Gresk Revival, 41 North
Main Strest

This one-and-a-hdf story, three-bay, sdehdl-entry, gable-front house is one of severd smilar
surviving dwellingsbuilt in Oakdae during the second half of the 19th century. It isthe
southernmogt in a row of three smilar Gresk Reviva cottages that were built next to one
another on the west 3de of North Main Strest between 1855 and 1870.

Lesswell presarved than others, it nonethdess retains its Gresk Revival-inspired gable returns
and friezes in the gable and in the eaves dong the Sdes  Changes, mede in the early 20th
century, include the covering of the corner boards, the subgstitution of wood shinglefor
clgpboard siding, the placement of a chimney on the main facade, and the rearrangement of
facade windowsto alow for the chimney. Despite these effortsto create the look of a
"Ficturesque Cottage’, the house hes retained an unmistakable Gresk Revival gppearance

H. Conant House (MAP #31; MHC #161) 1855-1870, Gresk Revival, 43 North Main Strest
This one-and-half-story, three-bay, sidehdl-entry, gable-front cottege is the best preserved of
three similar Gregk Revival syle cottages built next to one another on the west sde of North
Main Street between 1855 and 1870. Gresk Revival fegtures are the projecting gables and

(continued)
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eaves gable returns, friezesin the gables and in the eaves dong the Sdes.  1ts 2/2 sseh may
be original. The only notable change to the origina facade is the remova of the original
sddights on either 9de of the main door.

J. W. Brown House (MAP #32; MHC #160), 1855-1870, Greek Reviva, 45 North Main
Stret

This one-and-ahdf dory, three-bay, sdehdl-entry, gable-front house is one of severd smilar
surviving dwellings built in Oakdade during the sscond half of the 19th century. The
northernmogst of three similar Greek Revival style cotteges built next to one another on North
Main Street between 1855 and 1870, it preserves much of its historic feeling although some
changes have been made It retains its mogt important Gresk Revival features: its projecting
gebles and eaves gable returns, friezesin the gable and a the eaves dong the Sdes, ad
narrow corner boards forming atenuated corner pilasters. The present pedimented front porch
with smooth-shafted Doric columns gppears to date from the early 20th century. Despite the
placement of large picture windows on the main facade and on the sde in the mid-to-late 20th
century, the house retains a distinctive Greek Reviva gopeasrance.

William Thomas House (MAP #40), ca 1780-1810, Federd, 67 North Main Stregt

This two-and-a-haf-story,five-bay,center-entry. Federd style house hes an interior pair of
chimneys, alow-pitched gable roof, dose eaves with returns, and sscond floor windows that
rise dear to the eaves. The main entrance is framed with its original, narrow, plain,
pilaster/architrave/cornice door surround. A six-panel Federd style door is still in place.
Window sseh ae 6/6. A two-story wing extends from the north end of the main body of the
house From the eedt facade of thiswing, an atached cat shed with arched cart entranceson
the south Sde extends esstward toward the road. It retains 8/12 saeh.

The main body of the house is covered in adbestos sding, while the wing and cart shed are
clgpboarded. A deep, early-20th century. Colonia Reviva style porch with squere Doric
pods extends from the main entrance.  Despite these dterations, the house retains its Federd
slhouette and proportions and an gopearance of age

64 North Main Strest (MAP #38), 1870-1891, Gresk Reviva influence

This two-and-a-haf-story, three-bay, gable-front, sdehdl-entry house hes a porch across the
width of the main facade, a wing on the south side, and two rear ells. Gresk Reviva features
include a friezeand gable returns. The house retains its original 2/2 seeh. Adbedtos siding
may cover corner pilasters or wide corner boards.  Original porch posts have been replaced
with small, square-section pogs At the rear of the property is a small, gable-front barn of
the same period as the house with few dterations. 1t is built on an L-shaped plan with

(continued)
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vertical sding.

C. H. Read House (MAP #39), ca 1880's, Quean Anne, 68 North Main Stret

This one-and-a-haf-gory, three-bay, sdehdl-entry, gable-front. Queen Anne syle houseis
both highly ormamented and well preserved. 1t hes arear €ell, aprojecting gabled pavilion on
the north 9de, and a one-story bay window on the south Sde. Mgjor decorative features are a
gable goron with gear-likejigsaw-cut ornament, brackets a the corners of the eaves cornice
window cgps trimmed with a dogtooth motif, and a porch across the width of the main facade
with chamfered posts.

Washacum Street

Michael S Rvan House (MAP #36, MHC #157), 1855-1870, Greek Reviva influence, 17
Wadshacum Stret

This one-and-ahdf dory, three-bay, sdehal-entry cottage with sde ell represents a popular
late 19th century house type for Oakdde. Of drong Greek Reviva influence, it bearsthe
characteridtic facade gable with geble returns, wide corner boards, and friezesin the gable and
aong the eaves & the Sdes. The overdoor on consoles saan here is commonly ssen on houses
of thistype in Centrd Massachusdtts from the 1870's through the 1890's. The present porch
pods and other ornament on the ell hes been salvaged from other buildings and placed there
in recent years. The 1891 bird's-eye-view magp of Oakdde shows neither an overdoor nor a
porch on this house a that date. A photograph taken around the turn of the 20th century
shows them in place.

Of interest is the one-and-a-haf-gtory outbuilding west of the house. Presently serving as an
gpatment and a one-car garage (used for sorage), it is sad originally to have been a
shoemaker's shop. Also Gresk Revival in stylistic influence, it hes geble returns, friezes and
narrow corner boards. The present eestern entrance may have been the original main entrance
dnce it is adorned with afluted doorframewith corner blocks. Some of its window seeh ae
8/12, suggeding a possble late Federd period date of construction.

J M. Lord House (MAP #34; MHC #158), 1855-1870, Gresk Revivd influence, 14
Washacum Strest

This one-and-a-haf-gory, three-bay, sdehdl-entry, gable-front house with rear ell and
atached barn is of a house type common in Oakdae during the second half of the 19th
century. Influenced by the Gregk Reviva style, it hes gadle returns, gable friezes and friezes
a the eaves dong the sde, and narrow corner boards.  The house retains some of its origina
feeling due to its form and slhouette, athough it hes been dtered by late 20th century

(continued)
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changes to its windows, front door, and siding. Seeh windowshave been converted to
casament windows. Wood shingle has been subgtituted for the original clgpboard siding and a
Classca pedimented door cap hes been added where the doorframe was probably originally
unadorned. Nonetheless, the major trim and slhouette of the house is distinctly Gresk
Revival. Its atached ell and barn dso emphadze its unmigstakesble 19th century character.

William D. and Margaret Steples House (MAP #35; MHC #159), ca 1880's, Queen Anne, 16
Washacum Stregt

This two-and-a-haf-story house is composad of a projecting central gable-front section with
center entrance and flanking one-and-a-hadf-story wings. Doors on the front lead not only to
the main geble front section, but ds0 to eech of the flanking wing sections. Thishouseis
unusua because the center portion of the ground floor is five bays wide while the sscond
dory section above it is only three bays wide. It is not dear whether this form is the result of
the encdlosure of sections of a ground floor porch which originally extended around the entire
front perimeter, or whether it reflectsthe origina intent of the builder.

Like many other mid-to-late 19th century dwellingsin Oakdde, this house is trimmed with
Greek Revival-ingpired details, such as gadle returns and friezesin the gables and inthe
eaves Thexe dements ae somewhat disguised by more up-to-date Quean Anne details such
as the articulation of the upper portion of the facade gable, the use of multipatterned wood
shingle in the gable in contragt to clgpboard for the rest of the house, and the broad porches
acrass the front of the house with both rail and frieze trestments.

A. Shddon House (MAP # 37; MHC #156), 1870-1891, Gresk Revival/Victorian, 34
Wadshacum Stret

This two-and-a-haf story, gable-front, T-plan house hes its entrance in the northern crotch of
the T. The only ornament of this unassuming dructure condsts of Greek Revival fegtures,
including projecting gebles and eaves, gable returns, friezesin the gable and a the eaves and
corner boards treated as narrow pilasters. The vertical lines of the house and no reference to
the traditional Greek temple form are characteridtic of later 19th century vernacular
expressons of the style. Degpite dterations to the front porch and the addition of a one-story
addition & the rear on the west Sde, the house presarves modt of its original features and its
origina 2/2 saeh.

VACANT LOTS

Vecant Lot # 1, isthe park area a the southern end of the village, a the intersection of
Thomas Street and North Main Street, where Oakddes commercia arees were located and
where additional resdences stood until they were demolished in preparation for the Wachusett

(continued)
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Reservoir.  Five other vacant lots, (Vacant Lot #2, a the intersection of North Main Street
and Beaman Stredt; Vacant Lot #3, on North Main Street between May and Green dredts,
Vecant Lot #4, a the intersection of North Main Street and Laurel Street; Vacant Lot #7, on
the southeest comer of the intersection of North Main Strest and Washacum Street; and
Veacant Lot #9, on the northeest corner of North Main Street and Washacum Street) are the
gtes of buildings dso demolished as part of the Wachusatt Reservoir project. All of these
gtes belong to the Commonwedth of Massachusetts

Vacant Lots#5 and #6 on Laurd Sret both contain former house dtes. The loss of the
houses on these dtes is unrdated to the congtruction of the reservoir. Vacant Lot #8, on
Washacum Strest, is part of the reservoir land belonging to the Commonwedth. It contains
no known former building Ste or other known archaeological material.

BUILDING CONDITION

The physica condition of the buildingsinthe areais good. The generd dae of preservation
is dso good, dthough comparison of existing structures to historic photographs shows that
dterations have taken place during the 20th century. Most common changes are the
application of synthetic siding, the remova or addition of porches, and the remova of
decorative trim. Despite these changes the neighborhood as a whole retains the character of a
19th century village.

BUILDING TYPES FOUND IN OAKDALE

Most of the buildings in the area were built as single-family resdences A church and three
dructures originally built as schools dso survive. The smal 19th century commercia center
of the village was removed with the congruction of the reservoir. No buildings built
specifically for retail commercid purposes exist inthe district. Today a former resdence is
occupied by a non-profit organization for officesand a former school serves commercid
purposes. Few exterior changes have been mede to adgpt them to their new uses No factory
buildings or formerly factory-owned housing still stand, snce the mill district was completely
removed a the time of the congtruction of the reservair.

FORM AND STYLE OF BUILDINGS IN OAKDALE

Greek Reviva

The largest number of buildings in the area can be caled Grek Reviva in style (see District
Data Sheat for complete listing). They are mostly one to two-and-a-half-story, three-bay,
sdehal-entry, gable-front dwellingswith gable returns. Dating from the mid to late 19th
century, they represent a variety of vernacular expressons of the style. Some eaxlier

(continued)
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examples have full blown Gresk Reviva detailing, such as wide friezes, wide corner pilagters,
and pilaster/architrave/cornice doorframes (e.g., the Josgph Whitaker House (MAP #15; MHC
#106), ca 1840's, 14 North Main Sregt and the Pdham Bradford House (MAP #16; MHC
#108), ca 1850, Gresk Revival, 16 North Main Street.) Later examples, built between about
1855 and 1870, generdly retain the overal proportions and some of the weightiness of the
earlier examples but have dimmer corner pilesters and friezes and less detailing (e.g., the J.

D. White House (MAP #23; MHC #167), 38 Laurdl Street, and the H. Conant Cottage, (MAP
#31; MHC #161), 43 North Main Strest. Buildings built between 1870 and 1890 exhibit
further smplification and eimination of Gresk Reviva detail. During this period, features
auch as friezes and cornerboards were streamlined 0 that they are merdly narrow strips.
Sometimes detail of another style, such as Queen Anne shingles or Itdianate window cgps,
was gpplied to the building dongsde these remnants of the Greek Revival. The overal
proportions of houses of this later period are dso more vertical, in kegping with the taste of
the time. Examples are the Ansdl F. Crocker House (MAP #12; MHC #155), 23 High Strest,
and the dtered Methodist Parsonege (MAP #28; MHC #164), 6 Laurel Street.

Ore example of atwo-story, five-bay, center-entry house with interior paired chimneys and
Grek Reviva detailing exigs inthe area It is the PAham Bradford House (MAP #16; MHC
#103), ca 1850, 16 North Main Street.  Congdent with its date of construction, it bears
weighty Greek Revival detailing, such as wide friezes. Its wide corner pilagters are now
hidden by asphdt siding. This house wes the northernmost of a row of three gable-end
housss that sood on this section of Main Strest before the construction of the reservoir. The
Grek Revival style, one-story porch acrossthe front of the house is not ssan in a photograph
of the house mede a the turn of the century. It may have been selvaged from the five-bay,
center-entry John May House that sood across the dret from it, on the southwest corner of
North Main and May greets, before the coming of the reservoir.

There is one mgjor non-residential Greek Revival syle sructure in the areg, the District #7
School (MAP #24; MHC #166), ca 1852, 32 Laurel Stret. It is arectangular one-story,
gable-roofed gructure. It has a pedimented, quadristyle, temple-front facade with tgpered
Doric columns, corner pilagters, and wide friezes @ the eaves and in the pediments.  Although
the school hes had awing added to the eest Sde and some dterations to the openings on the
main facade, its major features and overal Gresk Reviva character has not been lost.

OTHERSTYLES

Other gyles represented in the area include:

(continued)
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Italianate

Oakdde District School (MAP #11; MHC #112), ca 1858, High Street: two-and-a-half-story,
center-entry, rectangular-plan school, with bracketed eaves geble returns, corner pilasters, ad
overdoor on brackets.

Oakdde Methodist Church (MAP #10; MHC #107), 1859, 15 North Main Strest a High
Street: two-story, pediment-front church, with three-stage roof-stegple, faceted spire, corner
pilasters, and projecting entrance vestibule across the width of the main facade

Andrew Boyd House (MAP #1; MHC #114), ca 1880's, 8 May Strest: two-and-a-half-story,

three-bay, sdehdl-entry resdence, with gabdle returns, corner pilagters, and overdoor on
brackets.

Gothic Reviva
Harrison E. Morton House, MAP #38; MHC #113), ca 1880's, 6 Green Street: one-and-a-hdf-

dory, L-plan, two-bay, sdehdl-entry resdence, with high-pitched gables, bargeboards on the
facade gable, and atached barn.

Mansard
Samud S RussHl House (MAP #9; MHC #105), 1870's, 11 North Main Street: two-and-a

half story, three-bay, center-entry, mansard roofed resdence, with one-story porch (now
endosad) across the width of the facade.

Ouean Anne

William H. and Margaret Stgples House, (MAP #35; MHC #159), ca. 1880's, 16 Washacum
Street: two-and-a-haf-story resdence, composad of a projecting centrd,five-bay,gable-front
section with gable returns, center entrance, and flanking one-and-a-hdf-story wingswith

wrap-around porch acrass the front. Queen Anne style articulated gable and multipatterned,
ornamental wood shingle trim.

C. H. Reed House (MAP #39), ca 1880's, 68 North Main Street: two-and-a-haf story, three-
bay, sdehdl-entry resdence, with daborate Quean Anne sylejigsaw-cut gable gorons,
shingle trim and a porch across the width of the main facade.

With the exception of the Mansard style Samud S Russdll House, all of the above are gable-

front inform. All bear remnant Gresk Reviva detailing overlaid with dements of the other
dyles.

(continued)
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DENSITY AND OPEN SPACE IN OAKDALE

May Street, North Main Street, and part of Laurd Strest are densdy built up. Buildings ae
less densdly placed on Green and High Strests and are even farther gpart on the western end
of Laurd Strest and on Wadhacum Strest. The lack of houses on the south Sde of May
Street is due to demoalition for the reservoir and does not reflect the original development
pattern of the dstredt.

Open goaces ae found near the reservoir a the southern boundary of the district (Vacant Lots
#1, 2, and 3) and dong dreams a the southern corner of the intersection of North Main and
Laurel Streets (Veacant Lot #4) and a the corners of North Main and Washacum Streets
(Vacant Lots#7 and 9). All of these open aress are the result of demolition by the
Metropolitan Water Didtrict a the time of the congtruction of the reservoir, goparently for the
purpose of protecting the water supply from pollution. Vacant Lot # 8 on Washacum Street is
land that was never developed. Open lots on the north sde of Laurel Street, Vacant Lots#5
and 6, are now open, but during the 19th century were dtes of houses lost due to construction
of the reservair.

19%h CENTURY APPEARANCE OF OAKDALE VILLAGE

The late 19th century gopearance of Ogkdae, as well as that of the re of West Boylston, is
well documented in a photographic survey of the community done (1895-1905) by the
Metropolitan Water Board prior to the extensve demoalition required by the construction of
Wechusett Reservoir. A bird's eye view mgp of Oakdde (1891) and other West Boylston
maps (1893 and 1898) provide further documentation of the gppearance of the village before
demoalition in preparation for congtruction of the reservoir.

A magor feature of Oakdde was the textile mill of the West Boylston Manufacturing
Company which stood west of the dte of the present Beamean Siregt bridge. The large, four-
dory, brick mill conssted of two sections dating from the mid and late 19th century and
included an Itdianate belltower and severd lower dependencies The Sze, height, and brick
congtruction of the mill mede it a distinctive and dominant festure in the landscgpe of
Oakdde. The only brick buildingsin the village were the mill and a two-and-a-half-story,
gable-front dore building near the mill.

The mill was separated on the north and west from the rest of the village by railroad tracks
that intersected just to its west, where the small wood Oakddle railroad depot and freight
houses sood.  On both Sdes of Holden Sireet (no longer existing) west of the mill, in a low-
lying area south of the railroad embankment, sood rows of mid and late 19th century
multifamily workershouses (18 in all, as indicated on historic maps) owned by the company.

(continued)



(I\LIJFé)S Form 10W-» r OMB Approy” No. 102400I»
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Oakdale Village Historic District
_ n, Wes Boylson (Worcester County)
Section number Page M assachusetts

None of the Wes Boylston Manufacturing Company buildingsor housssremain. Today this
aeais largely under water.

The Wes Boylston Manufacturing Company holdings in Oakdde extended westward along
Holden Streat (no longer existing) to a location that was probably a short disance eadt of the
present sone bridge over the Quinepoxet River on Thomas Sregt a the north end of the
reservoir. On the other Sde of the river (not in Oakdae) was the smdler mill village of
Harrisville, assodated with the two textile mills of the L. M. Harris Company on the
Quinepoxet River. Harrisville was entirely obliterated a the time of the construction of the
reservoir. The main commercid-resdentia section of the village of Ogkdde was embraced
on the south and eest by the intersecting railroad tracks which sgparated it from the West
Boylston Manufacturing Company's textile mill and factory housing. Although it contained
svard commercia buildings, this section of the village was largely residentid.

Buildings ssen inthe village today are representative of the type of residential buildings that
were lost inthisarea They are ds0 characteridic of the overal gppearance of the
community inthe 19th century. Asis true of buildings surviving in the village today,
dructures in the vanished commercia-resdentia section mostly dated from the mid and late
19th century. They were of wood and were generdly modest, both in sze and in design.
Some were accompanied by barns or other outbuildings. Although the village was densdy
built up, there were many trees and occasond open lots scatered through the area Asis
still true today, the rise in the terrain westward, behind the Methodist Church, and north of
Laurd Street provided a natural wooded backdrop for the quiet dreets of the village.

A smal tree-lined, open common, around which stood one-and-a-haf and two-and-a-half-
story, gable-front resdences, was bounded by Thomas, Pearson, and Lawrence dreets. This
common and the buildingsaround it no longer exist. It is now part of atree-studded, park-
like, open goace & the corner of Thomeas and Main greets which resulted from demolition of
the southern section of Oakdde.

In the late 19th century a few commmercid enterprises were concentrated in the areaaround
Main, Liberty and Thomas Stregts. A three-story, dagpboarded, Itaianate hotd with acupola
on top and an atached, two-story store stood on the north corner of Main and Thomas
Strets. Behind it on Thomas Streat was a two-gtory, temple-front, wooden, Greek Revival
dructure with a gore on the ground floor and a mesting hall (Freedom Hall) upstairs. A
two-story, dapboarded sore and pogd office sood nearby on Liberty Street. By the late 19th
century, a former two-and-a-half-story, clgpboarded, gable-roofed boot factory on the south
corner of Main and Thomas Streets had been raised to three dories, given aflat-roofed,

(continued)
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astylistic gppearance and converted to commercid use These buildingsno longer exist today,
ance the entire southern portion of the village was razed as far north as the south Sde of May
Street. Through this razed southern section of the village railroad tracks and Thomas Street
were rerouted as part of the reservoir project. In order to accommodate the two existing
railroads through Oakdde to the condruction of the reservoir, portions of the tracks of the
Centrd Massachusits Railroad and of the Worcester, Nashua & Portland Railroad were
rdlocated from their former intersection near the West Boylston Manufacturing Company mill.
They were moved further north to their present position. The railroad station was dso
relocated 600 feet further north. Until the 1950's it $ood on the south Sde of ardocated
Thomas Street, on the gpproximate dte of the present basabdl field (not in the historic
district) near the edge of the reservoir. Thomas Stregt was rerouted north of its original
location, through the razed former commercid area It turned off of North Main Street just a
ghort disance south of May Strest and north of the gte of the former hotel.

The railroad station was removed inthe 1950's. At that time a smdl portion of the reservoir
wes filled into endble a second rerouting of Thomas Strest, to its present-day location.
Today the pre-1950's route of the dreet can be sean inthe present open park, clearly marked
by a double row of treesthat once lined either sde of the road. The present route of the
drest may follow the gpproximate route of the original Thomas Siredt, a least on the eestern
section near North Main Street.

During the second half of the 19th century, the High Street hill was the dte of the
ingtitutional center of the village. Located there were both the Methodist Church and the
Oakdde School. Because of its hillside positionand its spired belltower, the Methodist
Church was the visual center of the community. Additional importance was lent to the area
by the two-and-a-haf sory, Itdianate, Oskdde School, which stood higher up on the hill
behind the church and was less hidden by trees than it istoday. From the roof above the
main facade of the school rose a cupola, now missing. The building then faced south
overlooking the valley. It originally fronted on a private way, paralle to High Stredt, that ran
up the hill from Main Sireet by the south sde of the church. In the early 20th century the
school wes turned 180 degrees to its present orientation, facingHigh Stret. It is assumed
that the reason for turning it to face High Strest was <0 that it would face a public way.

Geography caused the northern part of the village, dong Laurd Street and Washacum Street,
to be somewha detached from the rest by intermediate open speces The lots a the southwest
corner of Laurel and North Main Streets (Vacant Lot 4) and a both corners of Washacum and
North Main Stregts (Vacant Lots 7 and 9) were all traversed by sreams, leaving the land
there less dedrable for building. So, while houses were built closaly together on the other

(continued)
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parts of North Main Stredt, this intersection was more gparsdy developed. For indance, a
single resdence and outbuildings sood on eech of Vacant Lots 7 and 9.

The only exception to goarser devdlopment in this area was the northwest corner of Laurd
and North Main Streets, which was unaffected by the stream. Houses on the eestern end of
the north 9de of Laurd Streat are densdy placed, snce the land there is suitable. Houses a
4 through 12 Laurel Street dand dose together, all inarow. Increesng segoness of the
Laurd Street hill further west and the conformation of aridge that runs on the north sde of
the drest causad houses on the western portion of the north dde to be built farther gpart. A
dream and a sep hill on the south Sde of Laurel Street |eft only limited building Spece
available there. Only two houses and a barn or outbuilding stood on that sde, opposite 10
Laured Street. They were removed & the time of the construction of the reservoir. Although
there were no geographica obgructions, the construction of houses dong Washacum Street
did not begin until after 1855 and wes never densa

The district extends north on the west 9de of North Main Strest to include the Federd style
William Thomas House (MAP #40), c. 1780-1810, 67 North Main Street, home of the father
of the founder of the Old Farmer's Almanac, Robart B. Thomas. The subdivison of this
farm gppears to have contributed numerous of the building lots upon which the village of
Oakdde was built up during the mid and late 19th century.

FORMER TOWN CENTER AT CENTRAL VILLAGE COMPARED TO OAKDALE

On the whole, the buildingsa Oakdde, both residentid ard commercia, were not
verydifferent in Sze or character from those of the West Boylston town center (now
inundated) a Centra Village. Concentrated in the center were mogt of the town's largest and
mog high style institutional buildings, including severd churches, two schools, and the tovm
hall; some smdl commercid blocks, and a few larger resdences. It was this concentration
and the more dense development of the areathat gave the center a more important gppearance
than Oakdde. One important architectura grouping in the center included two buildings that
good sde by sde, the town hal (Thomas Hall) in wood and the brick Congregationd
Church. Two somewhat severe and pure examples of the temple-front Greek Reviva style,
they offered smple dignity to the center. Another cluster of important buildingsincluded the
High Victorian Gothic Catholic Church, the English Gothic style sone Baptist Church, and a
large wood house, the home of Dr. Earle, in aresarved expresson of the Queen Anne style.
It was sections such as these that gave a more subgtantiad ook to the center.

(continued)
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Most buildings in the center were of wood, but severd, including the brick Congregation®
Church, the stone Baptist Church, and some smal brick commercia buildings, were of
masonry construction.  Although there were a few examples of the Georgian and Federd
dyles, the mgor portion of the buildingsin the center dated from the mid 19th century and
included a high proportion of buildings inthe Gresk Reviva and Itdianate styles. Asis true
of Oakdae, resdences were largely gable-front, one-and-a-hdf to two-and-a-haf-story
dructures of Gresk Reviva influence.

(end)

Archaeological Description

While no prehigtoric dtes are currently recorded in the district or in the generd area(within
one mile), it is possble that Stes ae present. Locationa characterigtics for the area ae well
suited for mogt types of prehistoric Stes  The district contains numerous level to moderately
doping, well drained terrace locades in dose proximity to wetlands, in this indance part of the
Nashua River drainage, atributary of the Merrimack River. Mogt of the district lies within
1000 feet of the Wachusett Resarvoir in the area of the Thomas and Stillwater Basins dong
the channd of the now flooded Stillwater River. The district o lies within 1000 feet of the
Quinapoxet River which medts the reservoir south of the district. The confluence of the
Stillwater and Quingpoxet Rivers in the digtrict locde may actudly indicate a higher than
average prehigtoric dte sendtivity for this alea Two sreams ae d0 present, north and south
of Laurel Street. Both sreams cross North Main Street where they converge and flow into
Wachusstt Reservoir.  The integrity of the district locade and the region hes been effected by
construction of the Wachusett Resarvoir in the early 20th century. Topsoils have been
removed in the area of the reservoir basin, probably including the area eest of the district
boundary. Numerous mills, schools, churches and over 350 dwellings have a0 been
demolished. Each of these impacts hes effected the district to an unknown degree. Given the
above information, the Sze of the district(gpproximately 36 acres), and the amount of open
land inthe area, a moderate to high potential exigts for the recovery of significant prehistoric
resDUrces.

There is dso a high potential for locating significant historic archaeologica resources within
the district. Oakdade representsthe only surviving fragment of West Boylston's three szegble
mill villages. Congruction of Wachuseit Reservoir hes eiminated mogt traces of Lower
Village and Harrisville as well as significant portions of Oakdde. Much of the open foece in

(continued)



NPS Fom ["SOOHI
(M«)

OMB Approvt/ No. 101*4)01)
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
Oakdale Village Historic District

Section number 7_ Paae 20 z''n (Worcester County)
i“oyo M assachusetts

Oakdale is the direct resuh of the demoalition of 18th and 19th century resdences, commercia
and ingtitutional structures for that construction.  Some of the earliest settlement on the West
Boylston region occurred in the 18th century in the areathat was later to become Oakdde.
North Main Street was a Native Americantrail through the area and, dong with Laurel Strest
were established as Colonid Period transportation routes early in the 18th century. One
settler, Samud Whitney was reported to sHitle the areain ca 1728, reportedly living ina
hollow tree near Laurel Street.  Little concentrated settlement was present in the area until the
mid-19th century. Aslate as 1830, the Oakdde locade was largely devoted to farming with
scattered farms located north of the North Main/Laurd Sirest arear Only one farmhouse
aurvives in the district from this period, the William Thomas House(I780-1810) a 67 North
Main Strest.  Structural remains from farm houses, agriculturd reated outbuildings and
occupationd related features should survive in the district from this early period. Mogt of the
historic archaeologica survivasin the district are likely assodated with resdentid,
commercia and ingtitutional growth that occurred as industrial development grew in the 19th
century up to the point of reservoir construction. Important institutional Stes from thisperiod
may include Oakda€'s first school built in 1809, probably on Laurel Street neer the corner of
presant Keyes Street.  Survivasof the 1818 Baptist chgpd may dso exis a the southwest
corner of North Main and Laurel Streets neer the Ste of the present Ogkdale Methodist
Church. The area known as Oakdad€és Open Common is dso present in an open areanow
part of the park like open goace a the juncture of Thomas and Main Strets in the southern
portion of the district. Severd commercid enterprises dso grew in this areain the late 19th
century with a concentration in the area around Main, Liberty and Thomas Stregts Structurd
and occupationd rdated remains from severd busnesses may survive inthat areaincluding a
three story hotd a the north corner of Main and Thomes Streets, a Sore/mesting hall on
Thomas Street behind the hotel, a dore/post office on Liberty Street and a boot factory on the
south corner of Main and Thomas Stregts. By far, however, the most common potentid
historic archaeologica resource in Oakdde are resdentid gtes including outbuildings and
occupationa related feetures. Mogt of these potential resources are located on vecant lots
where dructures were demolished reportedly to protect the water supply from pollution. Most
of the open arees and potentia residentia gtes are found near the reservoir and the southern
portion of the district inthe areaof Vacant Lots 1, 2 and 3. Vacant Lot# & the intersection
of Thomas and North Main Streets indudes the park like area a the south end of the village
where the town's commercid sructures and Open Common were located. The common was
originally surrounded by Thomas, Pearson and Lawrence Stregts which were eech lined with
resdences Other vacant lots where resdentid dructures were removed in preparation for the
reservoir include Lot#2 & the intersection of North Main and Beaman Siregts, Lot#3 on North
Main Street between May and Green Stregts, Lot#4 & the intersection of North Main and
Laurel Stredts, Lot#7 on the southeedst corner of the intersection of North Main and

(continued)
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Wadhacum Stregts and Lot #9 & the northeest corner of North Mam and Washacum Street
Vacant Lots 5 and 6, are both located on Laurd Strest and each contain 19th century house
dtes whose loss is unrelated to reservoir congtruction.  Lot#8 on Washington Street contains
no known building dtes. Archaeologica survivals may dso exist from severd dreats and
railroad corridors which were dso re-routed in the southern portion of the district.
Archaeological features may survive from embankments and materias used to congtruct these
routes. Utilities may aso be present in these aress including survivas from water and sawvage
sysems

(end of Section 7)

8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

SUMMARY

Oakdde is of historical and architectura significance as West Boylston's best preserved
pre-20th century settlement. This small village hes the air of an earlier time. Having suffered
only alimited amount of ateration to its existing buildings and little modern encroachment,
Oakdde till retains the character of a mid-to-late 19th century New England village.
Composad dmogt entirdly of smal scale wood buildingsin vernacular expressons of mostly
mid-19th century styles, it contains rows of modest, mostly Gresk Reviva style, one to two-
and-a-hdf gory, gable-front cottages and houses, a Gresk Reviva church, and Gresk Revival,
Italianate, and Greek Reviva-Queen Anne dyle school buildings. It is densdy sdttled a the
center and more goarsdlly settled on the edges  The architecture of Oakdae mirrors precisaly
the community's grestest period of importance (1848-1900) as a progperous mill village.

As areault of adramatic historical occurrance, Oakdde Village is of unusud significanceto
Wes Boylston. When the Wachusstt Reservoir flooded the Nashua River valley a the turn of
the 20th century, the town logt its industry, much of its population, its entire tovm center, two
mill villages, and a large percentage of its acreege to the waters of the reservoir. Today,
Oakdae, the present West Boylston town center, the abandoned sone Baptist Church (1891)
(NR), and some former outlying farmhouses survive as the only physical touchstiones to the
town's pre-20th century history. Of the present-day town center and Oakdale, which both
contain concentrations of pre-20th century building fabric, the town center contains older
buildings than does Oakdde. Yet, ssan as awhole, the Oakdde Village Historic District is
better presarved than the town center. Individual buildings in Oskdde are less dtered and the
district, a awhole, is less changed by the intrusion of new buildings built during the 20th

(continued)
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century. Within the Ogkdde Village Historic District sand the town's oldest church building
and three of its four remaining well preserved 19th century schoolhouses Oakdde was the
largest of three mill villagesthat grew up around the textile mills that were the town's chief
livelihood during the 19th century. Today it is Wes Boylston's only surviving mill village.
For these reesons, Oakdde is of outstanding significance to the town, despite the fact that the
southern section of the village, including the ste of the mill and its rdated mill housing, no
longer exigs.

Oakdde Village possessess integrity of location, desgn, materids, workmanship, feeling, and
association and medts National Regider Criteria A and C. Under Criterion A it issignificant
for its association with community development in Wes Boylston. Under Criterion C it is
significant s awell preserved example of mid-to-late 19th century New England village
architecture.

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE

The period of significance of the Oakdde Village Historic Didtrict is from circa 1780 to 1908.
The earliest identified building inthe areais the William Thomas House (MAP # 40), circa
1780-1810. Thisformer farm gppearsto have contributed many building dtes for the
development of the Ogkdde area as the mill village grew during the mid and late 19th
century, following the arrival of railroad service to West Boylston in 1848. With the
exception of the William Thomas House, mogt of the earliest buildingsin the area ssamto
have been congructed during the late 1840's-early 1850's. The bulk of the surviving
dructures inthe district date from between 1855 and 1891, with heavy concentrations having
been built inthe 1850's and the 1870's. There was no notable increase in the population of
Wes Boylston after the 1870's. Y&, the expandon of the town's manufacturing facilities and
the condruction of two imposing done buildingsintown in 1891 suggest that the town's

€00NoIMy  Was prospering.

The beginning of the end of prosperity for West Boylston and Oakdde was marked in 1895
by the first acquisition of property in West Boylston by the Commonwedth of Massachusetts
in preparation for the congtruction of the Wachusett Resarvoir. The Wes Boylston
Manufacturing Company dosed its mill in Ogkdde in 1900. The subsequent demolition of
the mill and the razing of the entire southern section of Oakdae wes followed by the partial
flooding of the valley in 1905 to form the Wachusstt Reservoir. The completion of the
reservoir project in 1908 marks the indisputable end to Oakda€'s period of significance as an
industria village.

(continued)
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DEVELOPMENT HISTORY OF OAKDALE AND WEST BOYLSTON

Earliest Sattlement in the Town of West Boviston

Incorporating parts of the towns of Boylston, Holden, and Sterling, the town of West
Boylston was esablished in 1808, athough the area was first settled some time around 1720.
The first concentrated devdlopment in the areathat was later to become Wes Boylston
occurred a a crossoads in the river valley where saw and grist mills were esteblished in the
mid-18th century. The first town center, however, wes not located inthe valley. Rather, it
wes located on the hill above, where the Congregationa Meeting House was built (on the Ste
of the present Congregationa Church) in 1795. The suocess of industry in the town during
the early years of the 19th century causad increesad development around the early crossroeds
stlement inthe valley and a severd other early industrial Stes.

Early Industry in Wes Boylston

The location of the town on three rivers (the Stillwater, the Nashua, and the Quinepoxet)
mede it a natural gte for industry. The earliest textilemill in Worceser County was a
spinning mill established here by John Satler & Company about 1805, shortly before the
esteblishment of the town in 1808. It was Stuated in the valley on the Nashua River &
Lower Factory Village (now inundated). The number of textile mills operating in West
Boylston was raised to two when, in 1814, the Wes Boylston Manufacturing Company was
incorporated and began production on the Stillwater River in Oskdde. In 1820, thesetwo
mills together employed 54 and produced yarn, sheeting, plaids, and candlewicking worth
$30,000. Textile manufacturing was becoming the town's mgor industry. By 1832 West
Boylston's textile mills numbered four, together employing 226 persons. A textile machine
manufacturer dso employed 23.

The Effectsof Industry on Settlement Peiterns in West Boylston

The success of industry in West Boylston causad the valley to become the site of mogt 19th
century settlement in the town. By 1826 three mill villages on waterpower Stes inthevaley
exiged here. They were: Lower Village, Centrd Village, and Upper Village. Lower Village,
known as Seaman's Mill in 1826, was the Ste of the original 1805 Sater textilemill. In
Centrd Village in 1826 a waterpowered trip-hamnmer scythe shop wes operating on the Site of
an earlier 18th century saw mill. Centra Village was soon to become the commercia and
ingtitutional center of West Boylston, superceding the old origina town center on the hill
above. Upper Village, laier known as Oakdde, was the dte of the West Boylston
Manufacturing Company textilemill that had been esablished there in 1814. Later, during
the mid-19th century, the village of Harrisville would grow up around textile mills on the
Quinepoxet River, west of Oskdde.

(continued)
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As areault of the riverside location of West Boylston's indudtries, mogt of the town's busness
and development activity was increasingly focused in the valley. By the 1830's, Centrd
Village in the valley was dready becoming fixed as the actud town center. The old town
center on the hill above, languished and soon ceesad to develop. Between 1830 and 1870, the
town's largest residentia settlements became concentrated in the valey — especidly in Centrd
Village and a Oakdde. Centrd Village became the town's mog densdy settled area The
village of Oakdde, even though it was dightly smdler in areg, was larger in population and
more densdy settled than the old town center on the hill.

This shift of settlement awvay from the hilltop to the valley is characteristic not only of Wes
Boylston, but dso of other New England towns during this period. Industry was atracted to
waterpower dtes in the valeys. Satlement and commercid activity intensified in the new
valey dtes and often overtook much older settlements on the hills above. 1n West Boylston,
& in numerous other New England towns, ingtitutional buildings (churches, schools, town
halls) were built near the waterpower dtes and the older hilltop settlement was overshadowed.

Industrial Prosperity and Population Growth in Wes Boylston

The arrival of the Worcester & Nashua Railroad in 1848 brought increesed prosperity to the
mills and a notable increase in the town's population. During the 1840's done the population
increese was 562. By 1855 the population of West Boylston had dmaost doubled from its
1830 figure of 1055, a result of the growth of the textile industry that had been encouraged in
part by the availability of railroad service.

By 1870, the town's population hed reached 2,862. After the 1870's, there wes little
population expanson in Wes Boylston. Its population remained dable a around 2,900 from
1870 through the end of the century. Nonethdess the late 19th century was a period of
continued expangon inloca industries. Four of the town's five mills expanded or built new
mills a various times from the 1870's through 1893. The late 19th century was dso a period
of civic improvement. Four bridges were built across the town's rivers during the 1870's and
1880's. In 1891 a gone church was built in the town center by the Baptists and a gone
chapd wes built for the town cemetery.

OAKDALE VILLAGE
Early History of Oakdde
The history of the Ogkdade area began well before the establishment of the textile industry

there in the early 19th century. Some of the earliest sttlers inthe territory that was later to
become Wes Boylston were living inthe vicinity of Oakdde inthe early 18th century.

(continued)
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Samud Whitney, who probably arrived about 1728, is sad first to have lived for severd years
in ahollow tree near the presant Laurel Street.  1n 1735, aman named Lovell settled on the
hill south of the Quingpoxet River.

North Main Strest in Oakdde was originaly a native trail, adopted from the earliest days of
white settlement as a mgjor trangportation route. At some time during the early 18th century,
white settlers ds0 edablished Laurel Stregt as a route of travel through this section.

By the early years of the 19th century Oakdade seamsto have been sparsdly settled, consisting
mostly of faamsieads. Y e, there were enough familiesliving inthe area 9 that in 1809, the
year after the founding of the town, one of the town's four new school buildingswas built in
Oéakdde on Laurel Stret (no longer standing). A few years later, another institutional
building gopeared;, a small Baptist chapd. Wes Boylston's first Baptist church (no longer
danding), was built in Oskdde neaer the southwest corner of North Main Street and Laurel
Street in 1818.

Industry and the Early Development of Oakdde Village

During the early 19th century, the village of Ogkdde (then caled White's Village) grew up
gradudly in regponse to the establishment of the mill. Asearly as 1826, the population of the
area, which had become known as Upper Village, was 120. Fifty were employed by the mill.
This figure suggedts that much of the population of the village may have been associated with
the mill, either as employees or as family members of employees. Y, little concentrated
settlement occurred nearby until the mid-19th century. The earliest concentrated devel opment
in Ogkdde is ssen on the 1830 mgp of Wes Boylston as a few houses clustered together in
an aeajust south of the mill. This areq, dtuated on the west Sde of the Stillwater River,
formed the oldest section of Oakdae village. Today the area neer where the mill and these
early houses stood, in the Beaman Street bridge area, has been wiped dean of evidence of
this early settlement. It is covered in part by the waters of the Wachusatt Reservoir. This
aeais not included in the Historic District.

The 1830 map shows the Ogkdde areato have been devoted largdly to farming. Only
scattered farms existed north of the mill dong North Main and Laurel srests. Today the only
farmhouse still existing from this period in the Oskdde Village Historic Didtrict is the
somewhat dtered. Federd style, William Thomes House (MAP #40), 1780-1810, 67 North
Main Strest.

(continued)
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Industrial Prosperity and Population Growthin West Boylston

The arrival of the Worcester & Nashua Railroad in 1848 brought increesed prosperity to the
mills and a notable increase in the town's population. During the 1840's done the population
incresse wes 562. By 1855 the population of West Boylston had amost doubled from its
1830 figure of 1055, aresult of the growth of the textile industry that had been encouraged in
part by the availability of railroad service.

By 1870, the population hed reached 2,862. After the 1870's, there was little population
expanson in Wes Boylston. The population of the town remained dable a around 2,900
from 1870 through the end of the century. Nonethdess, the late 19th century weas a period of
continued expangon inloca industries. Four of the town's five mills expanded or built new
mills a various times from the 1870's through 1893. The late 19th century was dso aperiod
of civic improvement. Four bridges were built across the town's rivers during the 1870's ad
1880's. I1n 1891 a gone church was built in the town center by the Baptists and a one
chape was built for the town cemetery.

Mid and Late 19th Century Growthin Ogkdde

The opening of the Worcester & Nashua Railroad through Ogkdde in 1848 was decisive to
the expansion of the village & mid-century. The mgor period of growth in Oakdde,
1848-1895, began with the arrival of the railroad. Railroad transportation brought incressed
prosperity to the mill. The mill grew. The population swelled and development increased in
the aress north and west of thefactory.

Little is currently known about the real edtate development process in Ogkdde during the
ealy years of the 19th century. Athough chains of title for individual buildingsin the area
have not been researched, study of the 1830 magp of West Boylston shows that much of the
property in the area encompeassed by the Oakdde Village Historic District was owned by two
brothers, Robert B. Thomas (1766-1846)(founder of the Farmer's Almanac) and Aaron
Thomeas (1769-1833). It gopearsthat some or all of this property was inherited by the
Thomes brothers from their father, William Thomas (1725-1810), whose farmhouse still
dands a 67 North Main Sreet a the northern limit of the historic district.

Brief research a the Worcester County Registry of Deads suggeststhat it was not Aaron or
Robert Thomas who sold off this farm for development, but others. A check of grantor
indexes & the registry of desds shows that William Thomas (b. 1812), the son of Aaron
Thomeas, sold many parcels of land between 1836 and 1873. It was this William Thomas who
gave the land for the Methodist Church in 1858 and for Liberty Hall on Thomes Strest

earlier, in 1851. |f grantor indexes are ardiable guide, William Thomas brother, Aaron M.

(continued)
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Thomas, ssansto have had little involvement in the development of the area. A more
probable actor in the mid-19th century development of Oakdae is David D. Prescott, to
whom Robert B. Thomas had sold the Thomas family farm in 1836. Numerous transfers of
property are noted for Prescott between 1842 and 1888. William Thomas son, A. Mason
Thomas, was a0 active in land transactions between 1862 and 1887. It is not dear whether
there was any concerted effort a development by William Thomas, David Prescott, A. Mason
Thomeas or others, or whether, as the need arose, individuas bought land from them for
building purposes.  Further research is necessary to ascertain that the transactions noted for
these men actually pertain to Oakdde property. Further ressarch of land transactions and

other primary sources could provide a degper undersanding of the process of development in
Oakdde.

By 1855, devedopment north of the mill wes limited mostly to resdences dong North Main
Street, especidly on its north Sde; between May and Laurel dreets; and to scattered buildings
on Thomas, May, Green, High, and Laurel Streets.  Washacum Street and the area of North
Main Stregt that is north of Laurd Strest were not yet developed. Development on
Washacum Stregt was dow and goarse Only one house had been built on the dreet by 1870.
By 1891 only the present four, scattered, wood dwellingsstood there.

During the mid-19th century, not only did the resdentia area expand northward from the
mill, but a smal commercid center grew up in Oakdae, as well (sse Section 7 for a
description of this ared). No longer in exisence, it occupied the area dong North Main Street
immediately north of the mill and just south of the present-day remainder of Oakdde. It was
encdosad on the west by aresdentid area (no longer existing) of the same generd age and
architectural character as the surviving area. The location of the village commercia areaand

this residentia area corresponds to the eestem end of the present park in the southern section
of the historic district.

By 1870 the town center inthe valley and Oakdde were the two mos densdy settled sections
of Wed Boylston. The West Boylston Manufacturing Company was the town's largest mill in
the 1880's. In 1839 it had a cagpacity of 17,000 spindles and employed 375.

Demography

Both the small sze and the modest gopearance of mogt of the houses in Oakdale suggest that
they were built &s middle dassresdences  Inthe few casss where it hes been possible to
learn the occupations of the owners, dther of existing houses or of houses that have been log,
this suggestion is confirmed. Owners of buildings that are till ganding inthe areaincludea
dhoe maker (William Morrow House (MAP #27; MHC #165), ca 1850, 10 Laure Street), a

(continued)
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glazier (G. J. Smith (MAP #18; MHC #110) ca 1850's, 22 North Main Sireet), a leather
deder (Joshua Chamberiin (MAP #5; MHC #117) ca 1890, 20 May Strest and 24 May Street
(MAP #6, MHC #118), ca 1830-1855) and a clergyman (Rev. Nathan D. George (MAP #30;
MHC#162), 1855-1870, 41 North Main Street.) Additional information can be gleaned from a
directory inthe 1870 alas. It lists as resdents of Oakdde a carpenter-builder, boot and shoe
makers, a blacksmith and carriage meker, a clergyman, a mechanic, a machinist, and the
owner of a shoddy mill in Holden. Although some of these resdences were outsde the
confines of the present historic district, they suggest the demogrgphic make up of the non-
factory-owned section of town.

OAKDALE METHODIST CHURCH

Built in 1858, the Oakdde Methodist Church (MAP #10; MHC #107) is Wes Boylston's
oldest surviving church building. It and the aandoned Baptist Church (1891) (NR) on Route
140 are the town's only remaining 19th century church buildings. Still serving its original
congregation, the Oakdde Methodist Church is the only 19th century church still inusein
Wes Boylston.

Wes Boylston Church History

The first church in West Boylston was the Congregationd meeting house (no longer
danding), built in 1794, severd years before the incorporation of the town in 1808. The
formal establishment of a congregation occurred in 1796. Until the formation of aBaptist
society in 1813, the community had no other religious denomination. The town's second
church building was built in Oskdae in 1818 when the Baptists built a smal chapd (no
longer slanding) on the southwest corner of North Main and Laurel Streets, near the dte of
the present Oskdde Methodist Church. The Baptigs did not have regular preaching until
1819 when a Baptist congregation weas formally organized with about fifty members A small
Liberal Society was formed in 1819 after a split within the Congregationd society. The
change from a sangle Congregationd Society to severd different religious persuasons in West
Boylston reflects smilar occurrances throughout New England as liberal Congregationdists
and evangdlica groups, such as the Baptists and Methodists, chdlenged the old Calvinistic
beliefs of predestination and the depravity of man.

As the town grew and religious fervor increased, three new church buildings were built in
Wes Boylstonin 1832. Two were buih in Centra Village, confirming its role as the town's
new town center. After afire destroyed the origina Congregational meeting house, a new
temple-front, Greek Reviva style, brick church (no longer sanding) was built by the
Congregationdigts in Centra Village in 1832. That same year in Centra Village, the Baptists
built a new Federa/Gothic style, wood church (no longer standing), with a three-stage bell

(continued)
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tower and faceted spire. Their Oakdde chapd was then abandoned. The splinter Liberal
Society built a church (no longer standing), aso in a combination of the Greek Revival and
Gothic gstyles, on the ste of the first Congregationd meeting house in the old original town
center.

After the loss of the Baptist chapd inthe village, many of Oakdde resdents never atended
church. Only those with a strong interest inreligion traveled to the town center a Centra
Village to worship in the Congregationa or Baptist Churches.  In 1851, with a growing
population in the village and no loca religious society, Oskdde resdents organized a
Methodist Society there. Mr. William Thomeas (b. 1812), described as "a man of wedlth ad
largeness of heart”, erected the wooden, temple-front, Greek Reviva style Freedom Hall (no
longer standing) with a gpacious hall for worship on Thomas Street in Ogkdde. As a growing
congregation made Freedom Hall too small, the present Greek Revival/Itaianate style, wooden
church building was built in 1858 on land given by Thomas. The raising of fundsto build
the new church building was no smdl feat, sSnce, according to Huntington's centennid history
of the Oakdde Methodist Church, "There were no wedthy families, most of the people were
poor; busdness was a alow éb.” Times were hard in Oakdde as they were dsewhere inthe
United States a that time. The country wes inthe grips of an economic crisis resulting from
the Panic of 1857. Yet, the pagtor of the congregation was undaunted. Under the leedership
and persuasion of Rev. |. B. Bigelow, Oakda€es Methodigts pledged their savings and $5,000
was raised to bring the project to redlity. Construction was begun. In February of 1859, the
building was completed and dedicated.

With the increasing prosperity of industry in Wes Boylston after the arrival of the railroadin
1848, the population grew during the late 1840's and the 1850's.  Among those who cameto
work inthe mills were those of the Catholic faith — Irish and French Canedians A Roman
Catholic chapd, S. Luke's (no longer standing), was built in 1854 on the road to Clinton. It
was made an independent parish in 1864. In 1882 alarge new church, &. Anthony's (no
longer standing), was built in the town center & Centra Village, near the present intersection
of Routes 140 and 12. It was located just to the eadt of where the "Old Stone Church” dands
today. In 1890, the till new . Anthony's Church was destroyed in a fire that burned it and
the 1832 Baptist Church next door to the ground. The congregation rebuilt immediatdy. In
1891 anew S. Anthony's (no longer standing) was dedicated. High Victorian Gothicin
syle, it was of wood with atwo-gtage, central facade bell tower cgpped by a faceted spire.

The Baptigts dso rebuilt immediately after the fire. Ther imposing, Gothic style, sone

church was dso completed in 1891. This grand new building was only to be asandoned a
few years later with the coming of the reservoir. Its neighbor, S. Anthony's Church, was

(continued)
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demolished, together with mogt of rest of the town center & Centrd Village, to make way for
the Wachusett Reservoir.

Today the 1891 Baptist Church, windowless and vacant, sands on the very edge of the
reservoir as a lone monument to Wes Boylston's pre-Reservoir town center. It is the only
building from the now-inundated Centra Village that till survives on its original Ste.
Commonly known as "The Old Stone Church,” it wes listed on the National Regigter in 1973.

SCHOOLS IN OAKDALE

The Oakdde Village Higtoric District is significant for the preservation of an unusudly large
number of 19th century schools. Today, within the district, two of the three school buildings
built in the village over time are still ganding. Also preserved within the district is the
Harrisville School, a rare survivor from the now vanished Harrisville mill village. 1t was
moved here a the time of the consgtruction of the reservair.

Loca histories note that three schools dready existed within the boundaries of the new town
of West Boylston when it was incorporated in 1808. Oakdde€'s first school was built in 1809,
the next year. 1t was one of four new schools built immediately following the incorporation
of the town. That school ssamsto have sood on Laurd Street neer the corner of the present
Keyes Street, where a schoal is seen on the 1830 mgp of West Boylston.

The Gresk Reviva style District #7 School (MAP #24; MHC #166), 32 Laurdl Street)
replaced the first school building, possbly in 1852. No specific reference hes been found
regarding the construction of this school in the Wes Boylston School Reports. 1t was built
on its present Ste a 32 Laurd Street, a hort disance to the eedt of the earlier school.

A ssoond and larger schoal, the Oakdde School (MAP #11; MHC#112) on High Street, was
built in Oskdde some time between 1855 and 1870, possbly in 1858 or later. |1t gopearsthat
the smdler school on Laurel Street continued to be usad after the construction of the new
building, snce both the 1870 and 1898 mgps show it still desgnated as a school. Reference
in the West Boylston School Reports hes not been found for the date and reason for
congtruction of the Oakdde School. It may have been built as laie as 1870, when it was first
shown on a mgp of the town, both to provide for the growing population of the village and to
offer goece for a higher level of schooling. Mentionwas made in the 1871 School Report
that "the Oakdde grammar school was held in the upper depatment of the new house a
Oakdde..." 1n 1870 the town edablished two "gramma™ schoals, one in the center of town
and one in Oakdde, to provide a higher level of education than had been previoudy been
offered. In 1878 these two schoals (one in Centrd Village and one in Oakdae) were named

(continued)
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"high schools” In 1880 the high schools were merged to be held in a single location a the
Centra School, which aso housed the eighth and ninth grades. In 1896 two evening schools
were opened in Wes Boylston. One was held in Oskdde and another dsawhere in West
Boylston. It is assumed that the evening school occupied the Ogkdde School on High Street.
This building continued to be used by the town a a schodl until the 1950's.

The Harrisville Schoal or Didtrict #5 School (MAP#17; MHC #109), ca 18587, now Stuated
a 18 North Main Street in Oakdde, was moved a the time of the construction of the
Waeachusett Reservoir from its original location on the north Sde of School Street (now
inundated or near the water's edge) in Harrisville. A school had exiged in this district Snce
& ealy as the 1840's. The schoal report for 1851 commented upon the small sze and poor
ventilation of the existing school. A new school was built in District #5 in 1852. The date of
congtruction of the present building is unclear. Certain of its architectura festures, such as its
shingle trim and Pdladian window, suggest a circa 1880's date. Y et its Smple gable-front
form would not be unlikely for a mid-19th century Gresk Reviva-inspired building.

WACHUSETT RESERVOIRAND ITS EFFECTS ON WEST BOYLSTON

The same facts of geogrgphy that hed led to the industrial development of the valley causad
its sudden demise a the end of the 19th century. In 1895 the Metropolitan Water Board
began effortsto congruct areservoir to increese the water supply for Boston and its environs.
Over the next five years all the property dong the three rivers in the valley was purchased.
By about 1900 all the mills were closed.  Within the next five years mogt buildings within the
future reservoir Ste were demolished.  Some were moved aweay to higher ground. This
mammoth public works project svept avay sx mills, 9x schooals, three churches, and 350
dwellings from their origina Stes The top soil was removed from what was to become the
basin of the reservoir. Roeds and railroad tracks were rerouted.  Finaly, in 1908 the valley
was fully inundated to form Wachusstt Reservoir.

The building of the reservoir wiped away all of West Boylston's industry and nearly the
entire valley settlement that had grown up around it. It took an enormous toll on the town's
economy, physica gppearance, and population. With its economic livelihood gone and most
of its housng sock demolished, the town's population dropped dramatically from 2,968 in
1895 to 1,571 in 1905. During the following years, it continued to decline until by 1915 the
count was only 1,318

Today, Wes Boylston's mid-to-late 19th century town center is gone and the first town center
on the hill above hes reesssumed its originally intended role. Only the atandoned 1891 Baptist
Church (NR), near the intersection of Routes 12 and 140, till dands as a monument to the

(continued)
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once-flourishing town center in the valley. Of the town's three szegble former mill villages,
Lower Village, Harrisville, and Oakdae, only Oakdde survives.

WACHUSETT RESERVOIR AND THE HISTORY OF A WATER SUPPLY FOR BOSTON

Boston's Water Supply Before the 20th Century

Early effortsto provide water to the inhabitants of Boston were those of private companies.
As early as 1652, water was brought into Boston from outlying wells and springs by the
Water Works Company. This project brought water through pipes, probably of wood, to a
smal wooden reservoir, known as the "conduit,” which sood near the present Ste of Faneuil
Hall. From this dorage container, measuring about twelve feet by twelve feet, resdents drew
water with buckets. This effort was shortlived. It was not until after the Revolution that
another major water supply project wes undertaken. In 1795, water wes piped to subscribers
from Jamaica Pond in Roxbury. By 1825 this sysdem brought water to about 1,500 homes
through fifteen or more miles of mains.

Mounting demands for water and the threat of fire kept the question of a public water supply
on the minds of Bogton's city fathers during the early decades of the 19th century. The city's
population grew rapidly during this period. By 1825 Boston had become acity. Its
inhabitants now numbered 50,000 and the demand for water had gresatly increased.

Intensive investigations into methods for the expangon of the water supply were medein
1825, 1834, 1836, 1837, 1844, and 1845. Finally in 1846 the 1844 proposa of engineer
Loammi Baldwin was adopted and the City of Boston wes authorized to "teke, hold and
convey into and through the said City the water of Long Pond" (renamed Cochituite). Work
was begun that sameyear. When the project was complete in 1848, the Brookline and
Cochituate Reservoirs, other secondary reservoirs, agueducts, and other works made up an
extendve modern water sysem for the city.

This great mid-19th century public works project was to be the foundation of an ever-
growing, interconnected water supply sysdem for Boston. During the 1870's, additions were
mede to the sysem. A supplementary reservoir was built a Chesnut Hill in Brookline and
the Sudbury Aqueduct was opened to bring water to the city from the Sudbury River. Y,
the problem of sufficient water for the city of Boston was still not permanently solved.

Boston and its surrounding communities continued to incresse in Sze during the 1870's ad

1880's. Asthe outlying communities grew, there were mounting concerns about the pollution
of Boston's existing water sources due to a lack of sawers These outlying communities dso

(continued)
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acted as competitors in Boston's on-going search for new water sources. |t soon became dear
that it was imperative to plan for future sources of water for Boston. But first it was

necessary to build sawage sysemsto protect the purity of the drinking water and to safeguard
the generd hedth of the populace.

During the 1880's a metropolitan, rather than municipal, solution was investigated for the two
important public hedlth questions facing Boston and its surrounding towns — water and
swage. By the early 1890's, both a metropolitan sawerage sysem and a metropolitan water
sydem were underway. 1n 1893, after the congtruction of a metropolitan sawerage sysem hed
. been begun, the Massachusdtts Legidature indructed the State Board of Hedlth to study new
water sources both for their capacity and for their purity. As aresult of thisinvestigation,
three possble stes were recommended — Lake Winngpesaukee in New Hampshire, the
Merrimack River above Lowell, and a Ste on the Nashua River above Clinton. The Nashua
River dte was chosen by the Board. Ressonsfor its sdection were the quantity and purity of

the water, the possble future expanson of the sysem, and the economic feasibility of the
project. The report dated:

The very great merit of the plan now submitted is to be found in the fact that his
extensgon of the chain of the Metropolitan water supplies to the valey of the Nashua
River, will forever setle the water policy of the District, for a comparatively
inexpensive conduit can be congructed through the valey of the Ware River, ad
beyond the Ware lies the valley of the Swift. The expense of this great schameis
comparatively moderate, because the watersheds in question are sparsdy sdtled, lie
among the higher regions of the State and are not likely to become the seet of
manufacturing industries.

The result of this decison weas the condtruction of the Wachusatt Reservoir.

The Condtruction of the Wachuseit Resarvoir

The Wachusett Reservoir project can be sad to have begun in 1859 with the estabishment by
the Massachusetts Legidature of the Metropolitan Water Board, under the terms of Chepter
488 of the Acts of 1895. Accordingto this act, the Metropolitan Water Board "acting for the
Commonwedlth, shall condruct, maintain, and operate a sysem fee metropolitan water works
subgtantialy in accordance with the plans and recommendations of the State Board of
Hedth..." Participants inthis metropolitan sysem included seven cities and sSx towns, knovm
collectively as the Metropolitan Water District. The number of participants could be
increasad when other communities within aten-mile redius of the satehouse dected to join.

(continued)



NPS Form 104004 / OMS Approvtl No. 1014001)
(Me)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Oakdale Village Historic District
Wes Boylgon (Worcester County)
Section number 8— Page li— M assachusetts

Hans called for a dam to be condructed on the Nashua River ebove the Lancager Millsin
Clinton and areservoir covering sx-and-a-haf milesin areato be built with a sorege
capacity of 63,000,000,000 galons. That congtruction effort was a major portion of the
project, yet there were other significant dements of the plan, as well. An aqueduct twelve
miles long was to be built to carry a cgpacity of 300,000 gdlons daily to amplified works a
Sudbury and through other new worksto Cochituate Reservoir and on to Boston. Although
parts of Boston's existing water sysem were to be reused, extensve new construction and
adaptation of existing works were planned.

For the metropolitan sysem, the Metropolitan Water Board took "all lands and all the ponds,
basins, reservoirs, filter beds dams agueducts, conduits, pumping sations, pipes, pumps and
other property held by the City of Boston" used for water supply and distribution west of and
including Chestnut Hill Reservoir. 1t dso took Spot Pond, originally belonging to the towns
of Maiden, Mdrose, and Medford. Construction of the Sudbury Reservoir, which had been
initiated by the City of Boston, was completed by the Water Board as part of the project.

The construction of the dam and reservoir on the Nashua River was not to be as smple asit
might have sounded. For the first timein the history of the expandgon of Boston's water
upply system, the destruction of entire settled communities was required to make way for the
reservoir. Sixty per cent of the vauation of the town of West Boylston wes to be flooded.
The mog thickly settled aress of the town, including the town center a Centra Village, were
to be lost to the reservoir. Inthe adjoining town of Boylston, athough the town center was
goared, much taxable property was to be taken. The towns of Sterling and Clinton were a0
to be affected by the project.

Within the watershed area to be affected by the reservoir, the population was sixty-nineto the
quare mile.  Schools, churches, busnesses, dops mills, and entire resdentia aress would be
lost. Ten villagesthat would be affected had populations of over one hundred eech. Inthe
thirty mills that would be dosed down, 847 jobs would be lost.

Wechusett Dam and Reservoir were fully completed in 1908. Inthat year, the waters reached
their full level and the Wachusett Reservoir was proclaimed the "largest reservoir inthe
world". Itswater supply wes sad to exceed that of the Crotan Reservoir that served New
York City, that of the San Mateo Resarvoir in California, and that of two large reservoirsin
India — a Tansa Bombay and Khadrakrada a Poona

Between 1910 and 1916 hydrodectric power-generating equipment was ingtalled a both the
Wechusatt and Sudbury dams. Electricity was first produced a Wachusett Reservoir in 1911,

(continued)



NPS Form 10400« r OMB Approvtl No. 1014001)
(Me)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Oakdale Village Historic District
Wes Boylgon (Worcester County)
Section number L _ Page in M assachustts

making it the first known indance of hydrodectric power generation from a domestic weter
supply. Production of éectricity was begun a its 9der facility a Sudbury in 1916, and in
1917 atransmission line connected thetwo.

Quabbin Reservoir: More Water for Boston. Its Environs, and Worcester

Upon completion of the Wachusstt Reservoir and its rdated water system, it may have
gppeared to some that there would be no more worries about maintaining an ample supply of
water for Metropolitan Water District membears (Boston, Chelsea, Everett, Maiden, Medford,
Newton, Somerville, Belmont, Hyde Park, Mdrose, Revere, Watertown, and Winthrop). But,
the "largest reservoir inthe world" was soon not to be large enough. Investigationinto the
expangon of the water supply for the Metropolitan Water District began again in 1919, hardly
more than ten years after the completion of the Wachusett Reservoir. Concern about the
water supply was renewed by a saries of dry years and by the nesd of the city of Worcester
for an expanded water supply. This investigation ultimately led to the construction of the
Quabbin Reservoir, and rdated agueducts, and other works.

The Quabbin Resarvoir project, begun in 1926 and finally completed in 1939, affected amuch
broader geographica area than the Wachusett Reservoir project. The waters of the Quabbin
Reservoir were to cover thirty-six square miles, as opposed to the sx-and-a-hdf of the
Weachusett. Three towns were completdly logt to the Quabbin. Seven others were affected in
the construction of the sysem, and five others were to fed the repercussons of the project.

The much larger Quabbin did not replace the Wachusett Reservoir.  Rather, Wachusett
Reservoir became an intermediate link in the grand hydraulic project thaet had been outlined in
the 1893 report to the Board of Health. Upon its completion, the water supply sysem of the
Metropolitan Water District dretched out seventy-five miles to the wes of Boston as a series
of interconnecting reservoirs and water worksthat linked the portions of the earlier sysem
with the Wachusett Reservoir and then with the Quabbin. The waters of the Ware and Swift
Rivers were gored in the Quabbin Resarvoir, channded into the Wachusett Reservoir, and
then flowed on through the system's more eagtern reservoirs and works to Boston and to other
communities that were members of the Metropolitan Water District. This expanded sysem
gregtly increesed the water available to these communities. 1t dso mede it possble to cedeto
the City of Worcester rights to water in the Quingpoxet watershed of the Wachusett Reservoir
without robbing Boston and its environs of an ample water supply.

(continued)
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OAKDALE VILLAGE AFTER THE COMING OF THE RESERVOIR

The demoalition of both the mill and the smal 19th century commercia district in Oakdde
dowed down the engines of change in the village after the coming of the reservoir. Today
Oakdde Village is isolated by the reservoir from the present-day town center and is far from
the late 20th century shopping centers south of the town center on Worcester Street. The
village hes suffered no development pressures either from an increesing population or from a
growing economy.

After the coming of the reservoir, Oakdde continued to exist as a distinct village of West
Boylston. It maintained a smal commercid-ingtitutional nucleus, but remained chiefly
resdentia. It hes retained its village ue and character throughout its post-reservoir life.
Today, it still hes its own pog offlce. The Methodist Church hes survived as afunctioning
congregation. Itstwo school buildings (Oakdae School, and District #7 School) continued to
srve local schoal children for years after the coming of the reservoir (Ogkdae until as
recently as 1954.) The villagewas still important s a railroad interchange through the mid-
20th century. Its railroad station weas demolished about 1950. Today the former Harrisville
School, ussd as a generd dore after its move to Oakdae, is an antique shop. A former
resdence, the Harrison Morton House a 6 Green Siredt, in the center of the village neaer the
church, now sarves as offices. Excgpt for the pogt office, the rest of the villageisresidentidl.
This isolated 19th century village hes survived through most of the 20th century as aquiet
resdentia arearelatively unchanged by time.

THE ARCHITECTURE OF WEST BOYLSTON

The Architecture of Oakdde Village

The architecture of Ogkdde Village represants the period from about the 1840's through the
1890's. Except for the circa 1780-1810 William Thomas House (MAP #40) a 64 North
Main Stregt, the earliest surviving dructures inthe Ogkdde Village Historic District gpopeer to
date from the 1840's and early 1850's. The largest number of buildings in the district date
from 1855 through about 1890. The portion of Oakdae Village that still survives today
represents the magjor mid- and late-19th century expanson of the community'sresidentid
stlement beyond the immediaie area of the Wes Boylston Manufacturing Company textile
mill (no longer standing).

(continued)
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The simplified Gresk Reviva architectural vocabulary and the Gresk Reviva-inspired, gable-
front building form that are predominant in Oakdde Village are typical of vemacular
architecture built between 1840 and 1890, not only in the rex of West Boylston but dsoin
Massachusetts and in New England as awhole. 1n New England villages and smdl towns
that were built up between about 1840 and 1870, the rectangular, gable-front, house form
adorned with baedc Gresk Reviva trim was practically the sdandard. Especidly inamdler
more remote communities, an atenuated verson of this style was still commonly used s late
& the 1890's. When knowledge of newer styles filtered into the local constiousness and
more up-to-date styles were requested, loca builders often adapted this besc Gresk Reviva

. house with newer ornamentd detail, windowsof more "stylish™ proportions, or a Segper
roofline. The later inthe century the buildingswere built, the more atenuated the Greek
Revival detailingwas likely to be. By the end of the century, often the only Greek Reviva
dements found in smple vernacular buildingswere the gable-front form and the friezes a the
eaves Examples of this practice can be ssen in nearby cities and towns, such as Worceder,
Shrewsbury, Boylston, Sterling and Holden. Although this phenomenon occurred in cities, it
is more obvious and more common, in smaler towns where fewer examples of high style
architecture were built.

Although mogt of the buildingsstill standing in Ogkdae were built after the ca 1850 pesk of
popularity of the Greek Revival style, dmog all retain some Gresk Reviva inspiration. The
most enduring features are the gable-front form and friezes a the eaves 1n most casesthey
ds0 have gable returns, a popular Gresk Reviva dternative to the more proper Greek
pedimented gable. Sse "Building Form and Styl€", Section 7, for an outline of the
transformation of the Gresk Reviva in Oakdde and a listing of buildings built there in which
these changes are seen.

Other than outbuildings, the only surviving 19th century buildingsin the areathat were built
for other than resdentia purposes ae a church and three schools. Admittedly vernacular
expressons of their gyles, these indtitutional buildingsare, nonethdess, among the most high
dyle buildingsin Oakdade. The church and two of the schools, the Oakdde School (Map
#11;, MHC #112) and the Harrisville School (Map #17; MHC #109), are some of the largest
buildings in the village. They are visudly distinct from their neighbors because of their Sze,
more imposing architecture, and their indtitutional character. Because they are clustered
together on ether sde of North Main Stregt, the church and two schools make an important
contribution to a sanse of "cente™ inthe village. The Harrisville School, moved to the dte
during preparations for the reservoir & the turn of the century, is relatively new to its present
location. Neverthdess, it is of particular importance in restoring to the village the some of
the sanse of center that it lost when its commercid district was razed.

(continued)
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The Architecture of Oakdade Compared With That of Other Parts of West Boylston

The sze, character, and quality of the architecture in Ogkdde is, on the whole, comparable to
buildings of the mid-to-late 19th century period thet still survive in the rest of West Boylston
~ inthe present-day town center and inoutlying arees. (See below for a description of the
architecture of the present-day town center.) The buildings of Ogkdde were constructed
amog entirely of wood, as was true of the other settlements in West Boylston. 1n Oakdde
the only brick buildings gopear to have been the mill and atwo-and-a-half-story, gable-front
dore building near the mill (neither are till sanding.) Some of the same kinds of buildings

. found in Oakdde were dso found before the coming of the reservoir in the town's two other
(now lost) mill villages— Lower Village and Harrisville. Modest, wood, single-family
resdences of the type that still survives in Ogkdde Village and larger wood multifamily
dwellings owned by the factoriesto house their workers (no longer sanding in Oakdde or in
other parts of West Boylston) existed in Oakdde, Harrisville, and Lower Village. 1t gopears
that in both Lower Village and Harrisville mogt of the housing was related to the mills
themsdves  1n Oakdde Village, in additionto houses occupied by mill workers, there were
a0 large numbers of homes of tradesmen and smal busnessmen. It isthe modest single-
family houses of the non-millworker population of Ogkdde that have survived.

Unlike the town's other mill villages, Oskdde had severd somewhat imposing buildings~ a
church, two schools, a meeting hall (Freedom Hall), and a hotdl. 1n contrast to all of the
town's other villages except for Centrd Village, Oakdde dso had a comparatively szegble
smal commercia district (no longer existing.) There was dso a larger number of dwellings
in Ogkdde than exigted in the other two mill villages or in Wes Boylston's "first" town
center, on the hill. The "first" town center (now the present-day town center) had only one
major institutional building — a church — and no commercid district to goeek of .

The buildingsfound in Ogkdde Village are generdly of the same 9ze and character as those
that made up the generd housing siock of the now-inundated town center (Centrd Village.)
Because of the comparatively large dze of its settlement and because of the more numerous
ingtitutional and commercia buildings thet exised there, Ogkdde more nearly resembled the
town center & Centrd Village than it did Lower Village, Harrisville, or the "first" town center
on the hill.

(continued)
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The Architecture of the Now-Induated Town Center a Centra Village

The greater number, Sze, and subgantid quality of the ingtitutional and commercia buildings
found in Centrd Village mede it clearly the more architecturaly distinguished of all of the
town's sttlements.  Centrd Village possesssd severd of West Boylston's largest, most
subgtantia, and mog high style buildings. Mogt buildings in Centrd Village were of wood,
but severd, includingthe brick Congregationa Church, the sone Baptist Church, and some
smal brick commercia buildings, were of masonry condruction. The presence of these
masonry buildings a0 added to the comparatively more substantial gppearance of the town
center & Centrd Village.

Concentrated in the town center & Centra Village were mogt of the town'sinstitutional
buildings, including savera churches, two schools and the town hall.  Also located there were
wood commercid blocks, some smal brick commercia blocks, and a few larger, more
imposing resdences.  Although a few examples of the Georgian and Federd styles existed
there, the major portion of the buildings in the center dated from the mid 19th century and
included a high proportion of buildings inthe Gresk Revival and Itdianate syles. Asistrue
of Ogkdae, resdences were largely gable-front, one-and-a-hdf to two-and-a-haf-story
dructures of Greek Reviva influence.

Ore important architectural grouping in the center included two notable buildings that stood
dde by dde, the town hal (Thomas Hall) in wood and the brick Congregational Church.

Two somewhat severe and pure examples of the temple-front Greek Revival style, they
offered smple dignity to the center. Another cluster of important buildings included the High
Victorian Gothic Catholic Church, the English Gothic style sone Baptist Church, and a large,
but not enormous, wood house, the home of Dr. Earle, in aresarved expresson of the Queen
Arme style.

Architecture of the Present-Day Town Center

Weg Boylston's present-day town center contains buildings ranging in date from the late 18th
century through the late 20th century. A few buildings found there date before the middle of
the 19th century. The mog important of them are some of the town's earliest surviving
buildings (a Georgian vernacular tavern, and a distillery and a sore, both in the Federd
vernacular) which form the Bigelow Tavern District, ca 1790-1834 (listed on the Nationd
Regider in 1992). No early institutional buildings survive from the pre-1840 period when
this area was the town's "first" town center.

(continued)
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Mogt buildingsin the area are gable-front resdential sructures, generdly of modest sze.
Dating largely from the early to late 19th century, they include mostly vernacular examples of
the most popular styles of that period. The influence of the Greek Reviva syle is strong.
Mostly vernacular expressons of the style, sometimes influenced by other popular mid- and
late-19th century syles are seen here. Among the mogt stylish resdences of the 19th century
found in the heart of the present-day center are a large, two-story, temple-front, Gresk
Revival syle house (dtered) and a well-preserved, highly ornamented, Gothic Reviva style
resdence. Both gdand on Worcester Strest.

Some of the town's largest and most imposing buildings are d<o located in the present-day
town center. The most obvious examples are the Congregationd Church and the Beaman
Memorial Library, both built of brick and Colonial Reviva in style. Dating from the early
20th century, they were built after the Wachusett Reservoir had clamed the town center in the
valey a Centrd Village.

Resdentid Architecture in Oakdde

The earliest resdence in the Oakdde Village Historic Didtrict is the 1780-1810, Federd style,
two-and-a-half-story, five-bay, center-entry, William Thomas House (Map #40), a 67 North
Main Street, with gable roof and paired chimneys. Other buildings built here before 1855 ae
Gresk Reviva in style. They mostly have wide Gresk Reviva style corner pilasters (e.g.,
Josgph Whitaker House (Map #15; MHC #106), 1830's-1840's, 14 North Main Street; PAham
Bradford House (Map #16; MHC #108), ca 1850, 16 North Main Street; Windsor Newton
House (Map #3; MHC #115), 1850's, 14 May Street. Many of those buih between 1855 and
1870 have narrower pilagters a the corners (e.g.., the J.D. White House (Map #23; MHC
#167), ca. 1850's-1870, 38 Laurd Stredt, and the H. Conant House (Map #31; MHC #161),
1855-1870, 43 North Main Street). Although some of the earlier houses in the areg, have the
characterigic Gresk Reviva doorway with full length sddights and a pilaster-architrave-
cornice doorframe Joseph Whitaker House (Map #15; MHC #106), 1830's-1840's, 14 North
Main Street; the Pdham Bradford House (Map #16; MHC #108), c. 1850, 16 North Main
Street; and the H. Conant House (Map #31; MHC #161), 1855-1870, 43 North Main Strest;
mogt other main entrances are very unassuming, without siddights and with plain boards for
the doorframe. Some of the houses built between 1855 and 1891 have overdoors on brackets
to ornament their otherwise plain entrances (e.g., J.D. White House (Map #23; MHC #167),
1850's-1870, 38 Laurd Street; the Andrew Boyd House (Map #1; MHC#114), 1880's, 8 May
Street; and the Michael S Ryan House (Map #36; MHC #157), 1870-1891, 1517 Washacum
Street).  Window frames are generdly plain boards. An exception is the William Morrow
House (Map #27; MHC#165), ca 1850, 10 Laurel Street, with its low-relief, Greek Revival

(continued)
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style, gabled window cgps on the dreet facade.

A few houses, dthough they bear referencesto the Gregk Revival, can be given names of
other styles. The most important are the Gresk Revivd/Itdianate style Andrew Boyd House
(Map #1, MHC #114), ca 1880s, 8 May Stret; the Gothic Revival style Harrison E. Morton
House (Map #8; MHC #113), ca 1880's, 6 Green Strest; and two in the Queen Anne style,
the William H. and Margaret Stgples House (Map #35; MHC #159), 1870-1891, 16
Weashacum Street, and the more highly ornamented C. H. Read House (Map #39), ca. 1880's,
68 North Main Street.

Oakdde Schools

Three relatively well-preserved mid-19th century school buildingsexist within the Oskdde
Historic District. None currently function as schools, they ae the one-story, temple-front,
Gresk Revival style District #7 School (Map #24; MHC #166), ca 1852, 32 Laurel Stredt; the
two-and-a-haf story, gable-front, Gresk Reviva/ltaianate syle Oakdde School (Map #11;
MHC #112), ca. 1858, on High Strest; and the two-and-a-haf story, gable-front, Greek

Reviva/Queen Anne style Harrisville (Didtrict #5) School (Map #17; MHC #109), ca 1858,
18 North Main Strest.

The schoals surviving in Ogkdde Village are of importance not only to the history of school
architecture in Oskdde, but dso to that of the town as awhole. The largest number of the
town's well presarved school buildingsexists in Oakdde Village. Today only four of the six
schoals surviving from the 18th and 19th centuries in West Boylston remain intact and
relatively unchanged. Three of those dand in the Oakdde Village Historic District.  The only
well pressrved school standing outside the historic district is a late 19th century school, now
converted to aresdence, & 149 Maple Sirest.  Two Oekdde school buildings, the District #7
School and the Oakdde School are important because they are identical or similar to other
Wes Boylston schoaols of the same period that no longer exist.

Schools in Oakdde, especidly the District #7 School and the Oakdde School, ae
representative of some of the best examples of schoaol architecture bulk in West Boylston
during the 19th century. Asexamples of American public school architecture, thesetwo
buildings represent the mid 19th century era of schoal reform, which called for buildingsthat
were not only planned for comfort and efficiency but dso as modes of dignity and beauty.
All three are significant as reminders of other school buildingsthat once sood in now
vanished parts of West Boylston.

(continued)
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The District #7 Schoal is the earliet and smalest of the three school buildings surviving in
Oakdde Village today. It is smilar both in 9ze and character to one and one-and-a-haf
gory, middle dass, Gresk Reviva syle resdences built in Centrd Massachusetts during the
mid 19th century. It is one sory in height with a temple-front, quadristyle portico a the
main facade. Numerous district schoolhousss of this generd type were built in Centrd
Massachustts during the grest mid-19th century flurry of school congruction in the date.
The smal temple-front Greek Reviva style District #7 School, with its unusud tapered,
octagona Doric columns, gopears to have been built from the same plans as a smilar school
building (no longer standing) that stood in West Boylston's Lower Village.

The Oeakdde Schoal is the most imposing of the three schodl buildingsin Oskdde. Itisa
gable-roofed, two-and-a-haf-story building of rectangular form, with Greek Reviva style
corner pilagters, friezes, and gable returns. It dso bears Itdianate syle features, such as eave
brackets and a scrolled overdoor. It originally dso had an Itdianate style cupola (no longer
exiging) on itsroof. The Oakdde School was nearly identical to another school (gpparently

the Central School — the high school) (no longer standing) in the West Boylston town center
a Centrd Village.

The Harrisville (District #5) Schodl is distinctive in its gopearance, but is much less stylish
than the other two schools. Two-and-a-haf dories in height, it is rectangular in form with a
four-bay, gable front with two ground-floor entrances. It is about the same Sze as the
Oakdde School. The form and proportions of the building are consonant with the Greek
Revival style of the mid-19th century. However, its ornamental features suggest the Queen
Anne gyle of the late-19th century. Chief ornamenta features are two subgtantiad gable-
roofed overdoors on brackets, wood shingling in the facade gable and in the gables of the
overdoors, a strip of shingling acrossthe width of the main facade between the first and
seoond floors, strips of wide horizonta trim (which recall medieva half-timbering) that
sparate the cdagpboard sding from the shingle aress, and a Palladian window in the facade
gable.

Because the construction date of the schodl is uncertain, it is undear whether its present
gopearance is Smply a late 19th century vernacular eclectic expresson or whether itis,
ingead, the result of a Greek Reviva or Greek Reviva/ltdianate style building that was up-
dated with shingling to give it a Quen Anne style look. Having been moved from its
original gte in Harrisville, the Harrisville School may be the only architecturd remnant of the
smdl mill village of Harrisville that still survives today.

(continued)
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Oekdde Methodist Church

In form and generd gppearance, the Oakdde Methodist Church is Gresk Reviva in style,
athough its bracketed eaves and the round-arched windows and door on the main facade are
of Itdianate inspiration. The overal form of the church is representative of the early-to-mid
19th century type and character of the town's lost churches, the Baptist and Universalist
churches (of wood) and the Congregationd Church (of brick), all of which dated from 1832.
The Universaist and Baptist Churches were Federd  style in the proportions of their classcd
detailing and had Gothic-arched windows, sometimes ssen on Federd period churches in New
England. Their belltowers, like that of the Oakdde Methodist Church, were capped with
faceted soires The town's mog monumenta and mogt high syle early-to-mid-19th century
church building wes the temple-front, Gresk Revival style, brick Congregationd Church. A
pure expresson of the Gresk Reviva syle, it was massve in gopeasrance, with aweighty
wood belltower on the roof that was topped with a domed cupola rather than with a spire.

Although it was built much later than these earlier buildings, the Oakdde Methodist Church
hes the same rectangular, gable-front body, facade pediment, frieze, corner pilasters, ad
three-dage belltower on the roof. It originaly differed from the others in the treetment of the
entry. Unlike the Universdist and Baptis Churches, which had two-story pedimented
entrance vestibules, and the Congregationd Church, which had a quadristyle Doric temple
front, the Methodist Church had a one-story endosad entry vestibule with a flat roof and
finials & itsroofline. Its present two-story entry vestibule and the pedimented, Pdladian
treetment of the vestibule exterior and main entrance, added in the 20th century, gives ita
look that is even more smilar to the lost Universalist and Baptist churches than it originally
had.

(end)

Archaeologica Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric settlement in West Boylston are poorly understiood, any surviving
steswould be significant. Prehistoric Stes in this area can contribute to a grester
understanding of Native American settlement and subssence patterns in the Central
Massachusatts\Worcester Plateau uplands and the relationship of those Stesto Stesin the
coadd lowlands. Stesin this area can dso be usad to test hypotheses relating to prehistoric

(continued)
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sttlement and subsgence in different riverinedraineges. The Oegkdde Village Historic
Didtrict lies near the southern extent of the Nashua Riyer(Merrimack River) dranage with the
Blackstone River drainage located in neighboring towns to the south and the Chicopee River
drainage(Connecticut River) to the wed. Prehigtoric dtes in this aleamay contain data which
endble a dudy of the extent to which these drainages influenced the socid, cultural and
economic sysems of people who lived inthis area

Historic archaeologica remains described above have the potentid to help recongtruct many
of the socid, cultural and economic components of atown which was near totally wiped out
by congtruction of the Wachusatt Reservoir. The building of the reservoir wiped avay all of
Wes Boylston's industry and nearly the entire valley settlement that had grown up aroundit.
Of the three szeable village sttlements that grew up in the tovra, only fragments of the
Oakdde Village remain. Even in Oakdde, only resdentia and a few indtitutional sructures
ae extant.

Archaeologica resources in the Ogkdde locde can hdp reconstruct and document the
district's 18th and 19th century agricultural sart which wes lost with the district's growth es
an industrial community. Most resources from this period and sage of village growth have
been logt with only one farmhouse remaining in the district and a few more inthe
surrounding countryside. Potential archaeologica resources from farmsteads during this
period can provide vauable ingghts into life on rura farmsin the centra Massachusetts
uplands and how the importance of agriculture changed as industry grew. These resources
can contribute information on how these early farms were organized as well as levelsof
technology which were available a the time and usd inthe area Thisinformation may a<o
help clarify the extent to which agricultural production in the Oakdde area was influenced by
regiona veraus local markets and developments in the agricultura industry.

Mogt archaeological resources in the Oakdde areawill rdate to the district's industrial growth
during the 19th century. Potentia structural remains in the area combined with detailed
andysis of occupationd related features can provide information on the growth of education
in the district, possbly a the dte of Oakddes first schoal, the growth and importance of
religion & the dte of the 1818 Baptist chgpd and, the district's commercia growth for which
no extant examples survive. The exigence of a boot factory,originally located & the south
corngr of Main and Thomas Streets d <0 indicates the potentid for information relating to boot
manufacturing technologies and the possibility that boot manufacture dso occurred in
resdences or small shops oftenreferred to as "ten footers' which were located near
resdences. Potentia resdentia dtes should offer the most common source of archaeological
datain the village. Structura remains from resdences in the village combined with the

(continued)
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andyss of occupationd related features can provide the mogd information relating to tne

to day lives of the district's inhabitants probably characterized by workers from nearby mills.
Resdentid dtes can provide documentation for architectural features of sructures and the
extent of public services(water, saweage, power) avalable to different resdences. These dtes
can aso provide a detailed look into the domedtic lives of the district's inhabitants including
socid and ethnic differences through time which probably occurred. Information may aso be
present which indicates the level of socid organization presant in resdentia gtesin the
village including such aress as the presence of extended familiesand borders.

Ore of the factors that meke potential historic archaeologica resources in the Ogkdde area 0
vauable is the level of documentation performed for the Wes Boylston community prior to
dedtruction of the town. Severd magps, alases and bird's eye view mgps exist of the Oakdde
community and the West Boylston locae prior to reservoir construction. A photographic
urvey was dso completed for the community prior to the extensve construction required for
construction of the reservoir baan and protection of the watershed area surrounding the actud
basin. These sources combined with reservoir planning and construction records, maps and
desds provide an invaluable resource to archaeologigts for locating and reconstructing specific
dructures, aress and activities within Oakdde and the greaster Wes Boylston community. The
level of documentation for historic resources in the Oakdde community clearly enhancesthe
overall integrity and research vaue of the village resources.

(end of Section 8)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

UTM Reference (con't)

1) 19 270290 4696930
2) 19 270060 4696730
3 19 269980 4696400
4) 19 269760 4696420
5 19 269830 4696630
6) 19 269480 4696240
7) 19 269920 4696960

Boundary Description

The boundaries of the Oakdde Village Higtoric District are shown on the atached Town of
Wes Boylston Assessor's Magps #108, 117, 118 and 123.

Boudary Judtification

The boundaries of Oakdde Village Historic District encompass the best preserved portion of
the 19th century center of Oakdde Village, which is focused around the intersection of North
Main Strest and Laurd and Washacum Strests

Southern Boundary (see Assessor's Map #123)

The southern boundary includes parklike open aress on which portions of the 19th century
village stood before the building of the Wachusstt Reservoir. These aress wereincluded
because of their association with the history of the village and because they are visualy an
integral part of the village today.

The boundaries sdlected in this section follow the boundaries of dreets and dso existing and
former property lines. Where ssctions of the sourthern portion of the historic district congst
of large holdings belonging to the Commonwedth of Massechusetts Metropolitan District
Commission, lot lines (solid line ~ sse boundaries of lots 4 and 2 and bounderies of lots4
and 3 on Assessor's Map 123) and former property lines (indicated with broken lines — sse
boundaries of lots 4 and 5.1 on Assessor's Magp #123) have been chosen as convenient and
logical boundaries. These boundaries closaly gpproximeate the extent of the developed
southern portion of the 19th century village as h existed north of the mill.

(continued)
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Western Boundary (322 Ass=ssor's Magps #118 and 108)

The district extends the farthest west on Laurel Street, where arow of relatively well
preserved 19th century houses continues adong the north Sde of the sreet, uninterrupted by
modern encroachment. Boundaries of the district in this section follow property lines.

Eagern Boundary (sse Assessor's Magps #117 and 118)

This area contains well presarved 19th century houses undisturbed by modern construction.
Read Strest is not included in the district because of the lessr gate of preservation of its 19th
century buildings.

On the eed, the digtrict extends dong the property lines of buildings adong North Main Street
beginning & the northern boundary of Beaman Sirest on the south (Assessor's Map #118). It
dso continues along the property lines of buildings on the south sde of Washacum Stregt to
Read Srest (Assessor's Mgps #118 and 117).

Boundaries of the district in this section follow property lines except for Vacant Lot #4 ad
Vacant Lot #8, where an arbitrary boundary was sdected to fit conveniently with the
adjoining property lines. Both of these vecant lots are both part of a much larger, very
extendve parcd (Lot 4, Assessor's Magp #117) owned by the Metropolitan District
Commission. It was determined that including the entire parcd was not desirable becauseit
includes land that extends far beyond the precinct of the developed section of the 19th century
village.

Northern Boundary (Assessor's Maps #118 and 108)

On the north, the Read House (Map #39) (68 North Main Street) and the Thomas House
(Map #40) (67 North Main Street) mark the end of the section of the villagewhich hes
suffered little alteration or encroachment.  Immediately north of the Reed House is a late 20th
century nursing home, which marks a distinct change from the character of thedigtrict.

Boundaries of the district in this section follow property lines except in the case of the Reed
House. The Resd House dands on the same piece of property as the adjoining nursing home,
but on a distinct lot (sse Assessor's Magp #118, Lot 68). A broken line marking the northern
boundary of lot 68 has been chosen as a convenient northern boundary for the historic district.

(end)



DISTRICT DATA SHEET
Oakdale Village Historic District
Wes Boylson, Massachusts
Map# MHC# Historic Name Address Date Status Style Resource

GREEN STREET

8 113 Harrison E. Morton House 6 Green Sredt c.1880's C Gothic Rev. B

7 house 10 Green Street midl9th c? vernacular B
garage weenoom emid 20th NC B
shd v " v NC B

HIGH STREET

1 112 Oekdde Schodl High Stregt c.1858 Ck Rev/ita B

15A N. Main Strest

14 house 12 High Stret mididgthc C Gk Reviva B
13 house 16 High Stret md1%h ¢ C Gk Rev infl B

barn o M mididthc C Gk Rev infl B
12 155  Ansd F. Crocker House 23 High Stret 1870-1801 C Gresk Revivd B

shed e 1870-e20th NC B



Map# MHC# Historic Name

LAUREL STREET

27

26

25

24

23

163

164

166

167

Veacat Lot #4

Arthur Bosworth House

tool shed

Methodist Parsonege

William Morrow House
house

house

Vecant Lot #6

District 7 School

tool shed

gaege

J D. White House

DISTRICT DATA SHEET
Oakdale Village Historic District
Wes Boylson, Massachustts

Address Date

cor. Laurd & Main

4 Laurd Stregt

33 NorthMain 187091
et late 20th

6 Laurd 1890

10 Laurd c. 18507
12 Laurd late 20thc?
20 Laurd mid-19thc

batween 20 & 32 Laurd

32 Laurd 18527
e 20th c?
late 20thc
3 Laurd 1850's-70

Status

NC

NC

NC

NC

NC

Syle

Gk Rev influ

Gk Rev influ

Gk Reviva

Gk Revival

Gk Revival

Gk Revival

Resource
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Oakdale Village Historic District
Wes Boylson, Massachusetts

Map# MHC# Historic Name Address Date Status Syle Resource
shed e 20th c NC B
gaage late 20th ¢ NC B
Vecat Lot #5 Laurd & Keyes Vv
168 house 52 Laurd e 20th c? NC
Ck Reviva inf B
shed laae20thc  NC
B
shed laae20thc  NC B
shed lae 20thc NC
21 169 JR. Prat House 68 Laure 1855-70 Gk Revivd inf B
MAY STREET
1 14 Andrew Boyd House 8 May 1880's C Gk Rev/Ita B
2 house 10 May 187091 C Ck Revivad B
barn ot 19thc C Ck Rev infl B
115 W. Newton House 14 May 1850's? C Gk Reviva B
ba.n thot 1] 19th C C B



DISTRICT DATA SHEET
Oakdale Village Higtoric District
Wes Boylston, Massachusetts

Map# MHC# Historic Name Address Date Status Style Resour ce
well endosure owt date? B

4 116 John Anderson Cottage 18 May 1840s? C Gk Reviva B

5 117 Joshua Chamberlain House 20 May €.1890? C Gk Rev/iQA B

6 118  house 24 May Street 183055 C Gk Revival B
shed late 20th NC B

NORTH MAIN STREET

Vecant Lot #2 N.Main & Beaman
Vacant Lot #3 N.Main, Green & May
9 105 Samud S RussH=l House 11 N. Main c.1870's C Mansard B
garage o e 20thc NC B
15 106 Josgph Whitaker House 14 N. Main c. 1840's C Gk Reviva B
shed ¢ e 20thc NC 1

g*m it It dae’) NC B



Map# MHC# Historic Name

10 107
16 108
[6A 108
17 109
18 110
20 m
19

30 162

Oakdele Methodist Church

Pdham Bradford House

U.S. Pog Office

Harrisville District School

(No. 5)

G. J Smith Cottage
shop/barn

Whittemore House/
Methodist Parsonege

house

gaage

Vacat Lot #/

Vacant Lot #9

Rev. N.D. George House

shed

DISTRICT DATA SHEET
Oakdale Village Historic District
Wes Boylson, Massachusets

Address
15 N. Main
16 N. Main

It It tl

18 N. Main

22 N. Man

n n It

23 N. Man

24 N. Main

It It tl

Date

1859

c.1850

e20th c.

18587

c.1850's

mid-19thc

1840's-50's

mid 19th ¢

late 20th

N. Main. RO.W. & Washecum

N. Man & Washacum

41 N. Main

1855-70

20th c

Status

NC

NC

NC

Syle

Gk Revivad
Gk Revival
astylistic
Gk Rev/iQA

Gk Revivd
Gk Revivd

Gk Revivd

Ck Reviva

Gk Reviva

Resource



Map# MHC# Historic Name

31

32

41

39

161

160

H. Conant House
shed

J. W. Brown House
shed

shed

William Thomes Hse
shed
CH. Rexd House

barn

DISTRICT DATA SHEET
Oakdale Village Higtoric Digtrict
Wes Boylston, Massachusstts

Address

43 N. Main

47 N. Main
59 N. Main
64 N. Main

It It n

67 N. Main

Date

1855-70

19th c?

1855-70

late 20th c

lae 20th c

c. 1870's

e 20th c.

1870-1891

1780-18107?

20th c?

1870-1891

c. 1980's

Status

NC

NC

NC

C

NC

C

NC

Style

Gk Reviva

Gk Reviva

Victorian

Late Col Rev

Gk Rev infl

Federd

Queen Anne

postmodern

Resource



Map# MHC# Historic Name

THOMAS STREET

Veacant Lot #1

WASHACUM STREET
H#A 158 JM. Lord House
35 159 W.H. & M. Sigples House
36 157 M.S. Ryan House
shoe shop/garage
Vecant Lot #8

37 156 A. Shddon House

Tota number of resources
contributing

buildings 43

DISTRICT DATA SHEET
Oakdale Village Higtoric District
Wed Boylson, Massachusetts

Address Date Status

Thomas & N. Main

14 Washacum 1855-70

16 Weshacum 18701891 C

17 Weashacum 18701891 C
mid 19thc C

between 16 & 34 Wadhacum

34 Washacum 1870-1893

non-contributing

Style

Gk Rev inf
Gk Rev/iQA
Gk Rev infl

Gk Rev infl

Gk Rev infl

Resour ce
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

May 29, 1996
Carol Shull RECEVED 2950
Keeper
National Regigter of Historic Places
Department of the Interior JN -4 195
National Park Service
P. O. Box 37127 .
N, TR RO SR ™

Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed please find the following nomination form:
Oakdde Village Higtoric District, West Boylston, (Worcester County), Massachusetts, 01583

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the State

Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30-
75 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusdtts Historical Commission

endosure

cC: Ronald 1. Borjenson, Chairperson, West Boylston Historical Commission
Peter F. Wyatt, Chairperson, West Boylston Board of Selectmen
Susan M. Ceccacci, Architectural Historian

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125  (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-3128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



