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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PH YSI C A L 'A PP E AR ANC E

At present, the remains of Fort Marcy consist only of mounds 
of earth several feet high tracing the outline of the original 
adobe foundations. Also visible are indentations of the ditch 
which formed part of the defensive works. Recently, cars have 
driven into the center of the fort and have formed a dirt road 
in so doing.

Originally, the fort was constructed in an irregular star 
shape. The numerous adobe walls were nine feet high and five 
feet thick. Around these walls ran a ditch eight feet deep and 
enclosed an area 270 feet by 80 feet. A log building in the 
compound was to serve as a powder magazine and a log blockhouse 
was built east of the gate for additional defense.

In 1969, the City of Santa Fe purchased the Fort Marcy area 
from the Prince family of Santa Fe. Presently, the city plans 
to turn the land into a recreational area. (Warranty Deed 
enclosed).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On August 19, 1846, one day after officially accepting the 
peaceful surrender of New Mexico from Acting Governor Juan 
Bautista Vigil y Alarid, Brigadier General Stephen Watts 
Kearny ordered Lieutenants, William H. Emory and Jeremy F. 
Gilmer to reconnoiter the city to determine the best location 
for a fort. They selected the obvious location which, as 
Lieutenant Emory described it, was "the only point which 
commands the entire town and which itself is commanded by no 
other." On August 23 work started on the fort, and in a report 
to Washington, Kearny suggested that it be named for William L. 
Marcy, secretary of war.

The fort was constructed in an irregular star shape "with 
adobe walls nine feet high and five feet thick." These walls 
were surrounded by a ditch 8 feet deep and enclosed an area 
270 feet by 80 feet. A log building in the compound was to 
serve as a powder magazine and a log blockhouse was built east 
of the gate for additional defense. Barracks, corrals and 
other facilities were located adjacent to the PALACE OF THE 
GOVERNORS as they had been under Spain and Mexico.

Inspecting the military facilities of Santa Fe in 1853, 
Colonel J. K. F. Mansfield wrote: "This the only real fort 
in the territory....It is well planned and controls a city of 
about 1,000 population. The troops do not occupy this fort, 
but it can be occupied at short notice."

With U. S. authority firmly fixed in New Mexico, Fort Marcy 
on the hill was neglected and its name came to be applied to 
the military post which took shape north of the Plaza, ultimate­ 
ly covering the area now bounded by Federal Place and Washington 
Palace, and Grant avenues. The 17 acres of land of the old 
Fort Marcy reservation were transferred to the Department of 
the Interior in 18^d and sold at public auction to L. Bradford 
Prince. The ruins of the fort and the land surrounding them 
were sold to the city of Santa Fe in 1969. The downtown Fort 
yiarcy was abandoned by the army in 1894.
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