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NATI ONAL REGI STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

337 Crescent Street is part of Crescent Street's collection of well-crafted

and well-detailed Queen Anne houses. |t provides an unspoiled glinpse of the

hone of a late 19th century, skilled, American Wl tham V."ach Conpany worker and

departnment foreman. For many years, it was the hone of Charles C Bynan,

departnent foreman of the American Vél tham Vatch Conpany' s escapenent

depart ment . The Byam House possesses integrity of location, design,, setting,

materials, workmanship, feeling and association. As a representativeof the de-

vel opment of the South Side's devel opment by the "Watch" and as a well detailed ex-

anple of the Queen Anne stvle it.neet.s criteria A and .C of*the National Resisted.
ARCHI TECTURAL SI GN'I FI CANCE Describe important architectural featured ana

evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.

This house exemplifies the type of substantial housing built for the upper
echel on of American Wal t ham Wat ch Qonpany- enpl oyees al ong Crescent Street during
the 1880's and 1890's. Architecturally, i trepresentsa variation on a Queen
Anne thene - its (as yet unidentified) house-builder constructed several
simlarly rendered houses i nthe Crescent Street/Adams Street section of the
South Side. #337 Crescent Street i s a conpact, essentially rectangular plan
house, which retains its clapboard sheathing. |t s3-bay main facade features a
projecting center-pavilion, an open front porch with Chinese fret-work railings,
turned posts, and curvilinear brackets. The porch's entrance i s marked by a

broad gable.Projecting fromits south wall isa 1-story oriel, whichis
surmounted by an open porch. The projecting center pavilion features a 2nd
floor

; ' o e (cont)

HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE Expl ain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.

#337 Crescent Street was build ca. 1885-1886 f or American Waltham V/atch
Gonpany foreman, Charles C Byam During the early 1880's, he lived at 27 Maple
Street and "Cherry Street next to the Ginnon" - both South
Side addresses. The 1886 Atlas clearly shows that 337 Crescent was built by
1886 - it appears labeled CC Byamon the 1886 Atlas. During the md-1880"s,
he was the assistant foreman of the American WAl tham Watch Conpany's escapenent
department. H was foreman of the departnment by 1890. Evidently he rose
through the ranks as a skilled watch-machinery worker. Menbers of the Byam
fam ly owned this house until at least the late 1920's. This house's | ot was
part of the 160 acres purchased fromthe Bems famly by the V/althamInprovenent
Gonpany (V/.1.C) in 1854. Most of V.I.C's investors were from Wal tham vdth
many from the Boston Manufacturing Gonpany and Newton Chymical. | twas formed in
1853 to purchase the Bemis famly's farm A large riverside parcel fronted by a
wi de dust-buffer zone was resold to the Vatch GConpany, and i t soon becane a
park. V.l.C was also beginningto |lay out streets (which v;ould be gas-lit),
transformng the remainder of its one-sixth portion of the South Side, by its
use of both a grid-system and restrictive covenants. In force until the
1880's, these covenants

(cont)
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Charles C ByamHouse #31
337 Crescent Street

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNl FI CANCE, 357 Crescent Street, continued

doubl e-wi ndow, which i s surmounted by a pointed, arched, attic window - this
type of widow i sevidently a sort of house builder's signature, as i t appears on
other houses i nthe area - nost notably at 215 Adans Street (see Form). This
house i s enclosed by a slate-shingled hip-roof.

H STCR CAL SI GNI FI CANCE, continued

established the predomnantly residential and Protestant character of the
WI1.Cs holding i n the western section of the South Side. Crescent Street was
lined with trees and seventeen houses v/ithin three or four years of the Watch
Conpany's arrival.
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