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The Little Red Brick House was built in 1840 by Samuel Kirby. The one-
story building originally consisted of a 36' x 18' rectangle containing two rooms
and a 21' x 18' ell on the left rear which served as a kitchen.

The soft red brick of the exterior has not weathered well and has had
to be repaired or replaced at various locations around the building. Although
the basic form of the building and most of the original materials have remained
intact, a number of changes have taken place. The gable roof and the front porch
have been replaced. The wall partition which once divided the front part of the
building into two rooms has been removed. To provide for present-day needs,
electrical wiring and bath facilities were installed by adding a 5' frame addition
along the north wall of the ell on the rear of the structure. Although the fire-
place mantel remains in the ell room, the chimney itself has been removed. The
two fireplaces in the front of the building remain and have simple Greek Revival
mantels. Along the right rear wall one window and one door have been filled in
with brick.

The Little Red Brick House is located on the east bank of the Ouachita
River about two hundred yards from the site of the original Fort Miro on the
right and close to the I-20 overpass on the left. Under the present Urban Renewal
Plan of the City of Monroe, this will be the only building to remain on the
Quachita River Bank in the five blocks south of DeSiard Street.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Little Red Brick House is being nominated to the National Register
of Historic Places because of its local significance to the City of Monroe in
the area of architecture and political history.

This building is architecturally significant to Mornoe, because although
it has undergone some modifications through the years and at present is not in
excellent physical condition, it is nevertheless the last remaining frontier
structure of its type in the city. It is also one of the earliest buildings in
the area of any type.

The Little Red Brick House gains its political significance and its
historic name through its use by the lawyer Isaiah Garrett.

On October 12, 1839 Samuel Kirby bought the property and on September
15, 1840 he gave a mortgage on the property which was described as "a house made
of brick and the lot on which it stands in the Town of Monroe being the same lot
of ground that the said Kirby purchased of Dr. C. H. Dobbs lately put upon said
lot and not entirely completed to stand mortgage as aforesaid..."” (Mortgage Book
B, page 146). Although Samuel Kirby built the house, he transferred the property
to Isaiah Garrett on March 5, 1842, when it was described as "the new brick
dwelling house, kitchen and out houses and all improvements."

Isaiah Garrett was a young lawyer and West Point graduate who had
recently moved to Monroe from Missouri. He later became one of the most eminent
lawyers in Louisiana. Garrett was a member of the Constitutional Convention for
the State in 1845 and was elected to the Secession Convention in 1860. He was
one of the seven members of the Convention who refused to sign the ordinance of
secession as it would have wviolated his oath of allegiance to the United States.
Garrett used the little brick house as a law office and practived there for many
years.

After Isaiah Garrett's death the house was used for many purposes until
the Monroe Committee of the National Society of the Colonial Dames of America in
the State of Louisiana was granted the right to use it as a museum to house
material and objects relating to the history of Louisiana and the United States.
As a museum it serves an educational purpose, mainly for groups of school children
who visit the house and its exhibits.

The Little Red Brick House (Isaiah Garret Law Office) is significant
enough to the people of Monroe for its architectural and political history and
its symbolic value that it was spared by the City's Urban Renewal Plan and will
be the only building to remain on the Ouachita River Bank in the five blocks
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