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Built in 1902 and designed by Salt Lake City architect Frederick Albert Hale, 
the Keith O'Brien Building is a three-story brick and stone business block which was 
a department and dry goods business. Erected at a cost of $150,000, the Keith 
O'Brien Building is the newest of three adjoining commercial structures (including 
the Lollin Block and Karrick Block) on South Main, Salt Lake City's primary commercial 
street.

The Keith O'Brien Building has a brick superstructure with a smooth cut stone 
front facade. The front facade maintains its original appearance on the second and 
third floors but has experienced major alterations along the main floor. The 
architectural significance of the building is mainly in the facade, the interior 
containing many original details and spacial arrangements but not being particularly 
distinguished. The exterior facade is symmetrical and has three vertical divisions, 
the center section articulated from the identical side sections by its lower height 
and absence of Roman arches along the cornice band.

The cut stone facade has a consistently smooth texture and has a polychrome gray 
color scheme. The flatness of the facade is somewhat relieved by engaged pilasters, 
belt courses and, in the cornice band, Roman arches and classical cartouches which 
characterize much of Male's other work. The cornice line is broken by small 
square finials and low-pitched pediments under which are ornamental inscriptions 
with the letter "K" for Keith. All window bays are square and contain a fixed 
transom and 1/1 double-hung wood sash windows.

The condition of the fabric of the Keith O'Brien Building is good, although 
stonework on the center section cornice and some window sills is deteriorating. 
Inside, original large retail sales rooms have been subdivided as numerous small 
businesses now utilize the structure. Offices on the second and third floor have 
been paneled in some cases but many have remained in original condition but now are 
vacant.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Keith O'Brien Building is an important monument to a leading Utah developer, 
businessman, statesman, and philanthropist, David Keith. The building is also one of 
the most prominent commercial works of Frederick Albert Hale, an important Denver 
and Salt Lake City architect.

HISTORY:
David Keith was born at Mabou, Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia, May 27, 1847. 

As a boy he was employed in the mines at Nova Scotia and later spent a number of 
years at sea. In 1867 Keith went to Nevada where he identified with mining interests 
in the Cornstock mines. At the decline of this prominent camp, he traveled to Park City, 
Utah, where, in 1883, he became foreman, and then superintendent of the Ontario No. 3 
Mine. Here he formed an acquaintance with Thomas Kearns, one of Utah's leading mining 
figures. The two became loyal friends and business associates and together 
developed the lucrative Silver King Mine. The Silver King produced dividends of 
over 10 million dollars and made both men wealthy. Much of their wealth was spent in 
Utah developing various business and philanthropic enterprises. Keith and Kearns owned 
the Salt Lake Tribune. Keith was also president or director of numerous banks, rail­ 
roads, clubs and fraternities. He was a member of the legislature which adopted the 
Utah Constitution.

In 1902, Keith employed local architect, F. A. Hale, to design and build the 
present Keith O'Brien Building. This large three-story brick structure, located on 
Main Street in the center of Salt Lake City's commercial district, was built as a 
business block to house the department store of the Keith O'Brien'Company which sold 
shoes, carpet, millinery, and general dry goods. The holdings of that company were 
disposed Q'f to David F. Walker in the 1940's, but the original name of the company was 
retained and exists to the present, though now in a different location. The building 
is now occupied by numerous small business concerns and is partly vacant on the upper 
floors.

Frederick Albert Hale, architect of the Keith O'Brien Building, was born in 
New York in 1855 but was raised in Colorado where his father had a gold mill. Hale 
obtained formal architectural schooling at Cornell University and returned to Denver 
where he began practicing in 1880. He designed numerous banks, churches, schools and 
residences in Colorado before coming to Salt Lake City in 1890 where he again maintained 
a private office. Among his notable Utah works are the David Keith Home (NR), Ivers 
Residence, Salt Lake Public Library (SR), Alta Club (SR), Eagle's Club, and Continental 
Bank. Hale worked mostly in the classical styles and seemed equally adept at 
Beaux-Arts Classicism, Neo-Classical Revival or Georgian Revival.
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The Keith O'Brien Building is not really typical of Hale's work, most of which is 
very sculptural and richly decorated in classical motifs. The Keith O'Brien Building 
has a rather flat facade, a regular window schedule and a small amount of ornamental 
detailing. In contrast with the older adjoining Lollin and Karrick Buildings, Hale's 
facade seems somewhat austere and shallow. Hale appears to be experimenting with the 
new commercial style while at the same time retaining some of his favorite classical 
elements. The Keith O'Brien Building was considered very beautiful in its time. 
One reference called it "the most beautiful store in all the west." Whether or not 
we agree with that superlative, the building is important as a part of a grouping 
of historic commercial buildings as well as identifying the outstanding achievements 
of David Keith and F. A. Hale, two major contributors to Utah's heritage.


