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Code: JE-057 ;(hvan~’“" Congressional District: Fourth
Cealdiell Hatl U
- Name: State—of-Ark—Pubiic—Schoot Current Owner: University of Ark. at Pine Bluff
. Address: University Drive Lloyd B. Hackley, Chancellor
> Pine Bluff, Arkansas Address: University Drive
.~ County: Jefferson Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71601

Architectural Information

Architectural Firm: Thompson, Sanders, & Ginocchio

Date of Construction: 1928 Stylistic Influence: Gothic Revival

Original Use: School Present Use: sSchool

Geographical Information

UTM Reference: 15 590300/3789250 Acreage: Less than one

Verbal Boundary Description: grow Tes s30
The boundaries of the nominated preperty extend 100 feet from
each exterior wall.

Condition

x Excellent Deteriorated x Unaltered
Good Ruins x Altered

Fair Unexposed
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Code:  JE-057 ' (University Drive, Pine Bluff, AR)

Physical Description

This two-story brick building with flat roof is quite long, its facade being
organized into a slightly projecting central section, marked by a heightened

parapet, and two projecting end bays. The use of banks of multi-paned sash

windows, red brick trimmed generously with light-colored cast stone (most

noticeably in quoins and Gibbs surrounds) and classical details creates a
traditional and small-scale effect which counteracts the large size of

the building and its modern, simple massing. Decorating the recessed

central doorway are fluted stone pilasters which support a full entablature

with the name "Caldwell Hall" inscribed on the frieze and surmounted by

stone plinths framing a balustrade of urn-shaped balusters. The parapet

over the entrance features three stone panels carved with Art Deco-inspired

motifs inscribed with the original name of the college: "Agriculture," "Mechanical,"
and "Normal " Two fluted stone piers with pointed finials separate these panels,
extending well above and below them to create somewhat streamlined points of

accent.

Statement of Significance

Constructed for an Arkansas Negro college in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, Caldwell Hall
was designed by the Thompson, Sanders and Ginocchio firm in 1928, This large,
handsomely detailed building set amidst a large expanse of tree-shaded lawn is

an impressive and dignified structure on this college campus. The generous cast
stone trim (forming a lively contrast against the red brick walls) including
quoins, Gibbs surrounds and the classical elements of the entryway create a
formal, yet small-scale effect in this large building. The distinctive and
eye-catching central panel with its Art Deco carved panels and streamlined

piers reflect an unusual eclectic blend of Art Deco and Classical elements. A
striking building set well off the highway which extends in  front of it, Caldwell
Hall is an attractive landmark on the southern Arkansas college campus.
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