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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
r™Mfirr. nf the Secretary, State House, Boston

1- Town cambridgo
AddreSSI*QQ3 tM~ArAn>-"'gg-thg Ave.
YTOKTTH Avfinue r.onpregational.

~ Church
Present use church

Present owner Nn-pth Avennp- Congrega-
tional Society
3. Description:
Date 18H5
Source deed records
Style Rreek Revival
ArOhitect Issac Melvin
Exterior wall fabric wood
Outbuildings (describe) none.

Other featuresvestibule treated as a

temple front with Egyptian capitals

Altered Yp.R - steeple Dateseveral times
replaced
Moved Yes — Datei861
5. Lot size:
One acre or less XX  Over one acre
[
Approximate frontage
Approximate distance of building from street
\yijr..Jyjly ;
yy.—, . 6. Recorded by Robert Rettig
nrprani7.ationr*Tnl2ri'I'P* His-t-"T"i oal Comm.
Date. 1968

(over)

30M-5-77



7. Origina owner (if known) nirl r*mhr-fHpP Baptists
Original use church
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates  same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion XX
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention

Commerce Industry Social/

Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The North Avenue Congregational Church was
designed for the O d Canbri dge Baptists by Isaac Melvin
in 1845. | t originally stood onthecorner of Hol nes
Place and Kirkland Street, andwas noved t oi ts present
site 1 nl1867. The Baptists outgrew the building and
sold i ttothe Holnes Society i1 n1866. The Hol nes
Society then becanme the North Avenue Congregational
Society, thesane congregation which owns t he church
today. They noved the building i n1867, a year after
assiomng ownership.

Al'though the present steeple i saninappropriate
replacement, the rest of Melvin's forthright G eek
Revival design survives intact. The original building
was Late Georgian i nform a rectangular plan, foiir
bays long with a projecting entrance vestibule. The
vestibule i streated as a temple front with Egyptian
capitals and a pedi ment topped by an acroterion. Three
identical doors stand beneath panels of carved ornanent
probably derived from designs of Asher Benjam n.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.) -
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C. Sicnificance
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11. Form Prepared By
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N
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In Area no.
MID CAMB.

1. Towncambridge
Addres8"393 M assachusetts Ave

NameNorth Avenue Congregational
Church
Present use church

Present owner North Avenue Congrega-

tional Society
Description:
Date 1845
Source deed records

Style Greek Revival
Architect Issac Melvin
Exterior wall fabric wood
Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features vestibule treated as a

temple front with Egyptian capitals

Altered Yes - steeple Dateseveral tin
replaced

Moved Yes Datel867

Lot size:

One acre or less XX Over one acre
Approximate frontage

Approximate distance of building from street
AO'
syy. 6. Recorded by Robert Rettig
Organizationr.a-mbridge Historical Comm

Date. 1968



7. Original owner (if known) ..nid Cambri rigp Raptig-t-c;
Original use churoh
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion XX
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention

Commerge _ Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The North. Avenue Congregational GCh-urch was
designed Jor the Ol d Canbridge Baptists by Isaac Melvin
tn 1845, | t originally stood on the corner of Hol nes
Pl ace®and Kirkland Street, andwas noved t oits present
sxte xn 1867. The Baptists outgrew the building and
sold i ttothe Holnes Society i n1866. The Hol nes
Society then becanme t heNorth Avenue Congregational
Society, thesane congregation which owns t he church
today. They jnoved the building i nl1867, a year after
assum ng ownership.

Al though the present steeple | saninappropriate
replacement, the rest of Melvin's forthright Greek
Revival design survives intact. The original building
was Late Georgian i nform a rectangular plan, fo;rr
bays long with a projecting entrance vestibule. The
vestibule i streated as a temple front with Egyptian
capitals and a pedi ment topped by an acroterion. Three
identical doors stand beneath panels of carved ornament
probably derived from designs of Asher Benjam n.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
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The North Avenue Congregational Church is significant as a work
‘'of architecture, for itsassociationswith architect I|saac Melvin, and
for its aseciations with the development of North Canbridge. North
Avenue Congregational Church is the only example i nCanbridge of the
heavily pedimented, porticoed Greek Revival style church of the 1840s.
It 1's especially significant for it suse of an Egyptian architectural
motif with capitals of the colums flanking the main entrance; such
details are rare on Massachusetts churches, andonly the Mount Auburn
Cemetery gate (1831, NR) provides a local precedent.

| saac Melvin was a housewright turned architect i nthe New Engl and
tradition. Practicing in Cambridge from 1837t o 1850, he was architect
for several important houses in M dCanbridge and for Dane Hall of Harvard
University (nowdemolished). Hi s own house, 19 Centre Street, 1 s listed
on the National Register.

The reallocation of the Church from Harvard Square t oNorth Canbridge
in 1867 reflects the growing importance of that community. Afterthe
opening of the Fitchburg Railroad station in Porter Square i nl184 3,

North Cambridge becane a bedroom suburb of Boston. While Porter Square
itself retained itsearlier character as a stagecoacn stop and cattle
market. North Avenue from Porter Square t oHarvard Square quickly becane
*the most prestigious address in Canbridge. By 1875, the entire avenue
was |ined with elaborate mansions, i n the Greek Revival and Second Enpire
styles, almost al | built by Boston businessmen who commuted by horse car
to Porter Square and thence by train “to Boston. The North Avenue Congre-
gational Society was nmade up of these nen, who by their purchase of the
O d Canbridge Baptist Church, hoped t odemonstrate t heimportance and
stature of their community.

North Avenue Congregational i ssignificant under Criterion Afor
its role inthe development of the North Avenue neigbborhood, and under
Criterion Cas an important exanple of a Greek Revival cbhurch.

Staple t olnventory form at hottom
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8. Significance
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