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The site is a fork in the Oregon Trail which marks the origin of the 
Sublette-Greenwood Cutoff route. The original trail continues ahead 
(southwest) to Fort Bridger while the Sublette Cutoff veers right(west) 
to cross the Little Colorado Desert providing a short cut to the Bear River.

The site is located on an open sagebrush plain. The Oregon Trail at this 
point has been bladed some years ago evidenced by a slight berm, but some 
ruts are evident immediately to the south. The Sublette Cutoff Road has 
not been improved and is probably near its original condition.

A small reddish sandstone approximately 15 inches high with a rounded top 
marks the junction. This stone is marked with a left-pointing arrow 
followed by "F, Bridger," and a right-pointing arrow, followed by 
"S, Cut Off," The stone was placed by L.C. Bishop and Paul Henderson.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This historic fork in the Oregon Trail was a point where many wagon trains 
parted company. Some took the short dry route to Bear Valley saving 46 
miles, while others took the longer Fort Bridger route to Oregon or on to 
Utah and California. The dry route included 50 waterless miles and 
became popular during the gold rush period.

The cutoff route was established by a mountaineer named Greenwood in 1844 
rather than Sublette. The route became known as the Sublette route when 
Joseph E. Ware in his Emigrants' Guide to California (St. Louis, 1849) 
through an error listed the old Greenwood Cutoff west of South Pass as 
the "Sublette Cutoff,"



Old Historic Diaries quoted by Aubrey Haines in his "Historic Sites 
Along the Oregon Trail."

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES f 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY V

- c
CORNER LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW , °

NE °

SE , *    - ° - ' "
SW o ..,.,,

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

O i 11

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
( DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
j OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
O ... 1 - -,,. !

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

// ̂ "J'Q / d7\ y v / / fa gO

APPROXIMATE AC REAGE OF NOMI N A TED PROP ERT Y : 5 aCreS

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE:

STATE:

STATE:

STATE:

CODE

CODE

CODE

CODE

COUNTY:

COUNTY:

CAUNTY:

COUNTY:

CODE

CODE

CODE

CODE

til

NAME AND TITLE:

.T, Hn-mp-r Ttentnn - Recreation-Forester
BUSINESS ADDRESS:

Rtivevmi of Land T^fanao-pment
STREET AND NUMBER;

p. n. B<^ 108$
CITY OR TOWN:

^^^^^^^^^^^^^i^

State Liaison Officer recommenc
r^f i Yes ffiiii_^

n NO | j /i
ONone WtXMj^f- (i

ation:

State Liaison Officer Signature

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby 

nominate this property to the National Register, certify­ 

ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90 

days in which to present the nomination to the State Re- 

tfView Board and to evaluate its significance. The recom- 

jrfvJindedyevel of significance yrvXf 1 National fxH State

F/edltral Representative Signature Dat&-

llepiity A 53 p 1 p t ant ^ ̂  ̂  - ~ -'  ^ --*
Title

STATE

Wyoming

DATE:

7/19/73

PHONE:

CODE

Sfi

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

^^/ ~^j£f?-/~\ / ^7i/J(^,/^ts? fe\ v ^* -^^^
Director, Otiicejft Archeology a 

/ 

I/, /*
n,,, //>X //

B.TTEST:

^^^^^rf^^ft^^ *^^^^"^%^^j^^^^^^^

np HtmorjK Preservation

^pT^^ 1\ Keeper of The National Register ^^

/">*><.

m 
m

70
C

n
H 

O
z

.GPO 938-449



/" ~~ Artesian-Wiir

_ SUBLETO CO x BBSS. 
SWEETW^TER CO

46.79680

42°15' '—--i- —— 
109°15'

Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological 
as part of the Department of the interior program; 
for the development of the Missouri River Basin ;'
Control by USGS and USC&GS

Topography from aerial photographs by photogrammetr|c 
Aerial photographs taken 1956. Field check 1958

Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum i 
10,000-foot grid based on Wyoming coordinate systerrj, 
west and west central zones I 
1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks, ! 
zone 12, shown in blue i


