


7. Original owner (if known) Joseph r . ' i l l i s 

Original use 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts ' ' 
Commerce ..̂  . i i 
Communication 
Community development 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Reputed by l o c a l sources t o be the o l d e s t s t r u c t u r e on • 
i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e i n Taunton, t h i s iean'^-to~ house was b u i l t f o r 
Joseph V r i l l i s i n 1G8S. W i l l i s , a n a t i v e of Bridgewater, v/as 
granted land i n Taunton as a m i l i t a r y f a v o r f o r h i s s e r v i c e i n 
King Pbilix^'s War, and e s t a b l i s h e d residence l o c a l l y i n 1670, ," 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the house e x h i b i t s the asymmetrical arrange­
ment of facade bays, c e n t r a l chimney stack, and s a l t b o x c o n f i g ­
u r a t i o n associated v^ith e a r l y p e r i o d c o n s t r u c t i o n . I n the 19th 
century, i t was enlarged through t he a d d i t i o n of two e l l s , and 
has r e c e n t l y been remodeled on the i n t e r i o r . 

D e s c r i p t i o n : The asymmetrically-bayed s t r u c t u r e has a s a l t b o x 
r o o f , o f f - c e n t e r entrance and chimney stack, and small window . \, 
openings. The doorway i s trimmed by p i l a s t e r and. e n t a b l a t u r e 
boards. The ro o f has been r e s h i n g l e d w i t h wood and f e a t u r e s 
close-cropped eaves. .. - . ., i 

The Joseph W i l l i s House possesses i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , design, 
s e t t i n g , material^;, workmanship and associatiion. I t meets'- c r i t e r i a A. and 
C of the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places as a ra r e and w e l l 

preserved example of F i r s t Period a r c h i t e c t u r e which e x h i b i t s _ a _ c h a r a c t e r i s ' 
t i c lean-to i n Taunton and stands as perhaps the e r a l i e s t o f i n i t i a l 
settlement i n the c i t y . , .' „ . , , r 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

f • ' ' ' . • • • • ' . ' 
y.ct.r) of Taunton, Morgan Cobb, Surveyor, 1728 • • • 
r)unbar, 183G *. / • ' 
Beersf 1S71 . ... "' . 

Probate i.ecorcs 
r i s t o i Co. Reg i s t r y of Deed 

V,'ill i s Family H i s t o r y and Geneology 
Charles Crowley, Notes 
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i' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

WlOis, Joseph, House (Taunton MRA)  
Bristol County 
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CH resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
O owner objection 
O appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

.ir.i-'.'' ' ; ' ^' 

Working No.. MAY 2 1 1984 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: ^ a / ^ ' , 

E n t e r e a I n tEe^ct ion: _fc:rACCEPT 
N a t i o n a l H e g l s t e n RETURN 

REJECT. 
Federal Agency: 

CH appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity ' ' 
I I alterations/integrity - - —~ • .... 
• dates ' \ , • " _ 
I I boundary selection / *• 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness f£\H 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

' 1 . - ' ' . . " iVi iCr - • ...1. , •'' 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
D Photographs " 
CH Other . t> 

Questions concerning this nomination may Ise directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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