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.PHYSICAL APPEARANCE_

The building and it sproperty arei ngood condition. The post office
is onthefront (northern) portion of thelot with a paved vehicle
maneuvering area toitsrear. The site i s landscaped with lawn and several
shrubs; driveways to therear provide access to Edge Hill Road and Hol | i s
Street. The building is constructed of |ocal quarried granite with oversized
bl ocks acting as lintels. The gable ends are of stucco; the copper-covered
pitched roof is topped by a highly detailed cupola. I nplan, the building
has a smal| vestibule leading to a public |obby, flanked by the Postnaster's
office totheright and workroom space totheleft. Behind theservice
screen i s theworkroomwith a mil vestabule and platform beyond.

Fifteen steps with wought-iron railings create the mai n approach. The
front (north) elevation is afive-bay structure with a higher, pedinented
three-bay projecting central entranceway which breaks down t he vol une of the
bui l ding. The building's base i s of projecting ashlar granite. Tw
repl acement al umnumand gl ass doors arefraned by original sidelights and
fanlight, all set within an Erched recess with large granite voussoirs.
Oversized iron and glass electric lanterns flank the opening. This section
is topped by a pedinent with a carving of an eagle between two hatchets.
Above t he gabl e roof i s a cupola of wood construction, circular i nplan,
with louvered side panels and a copper roof. Wndows ar e doubl e- hung, wood
sash with 12/12 lights, large lintels and thin sills.

The east and west elevations aresimlar i ndetail tothefront facade.
Four bays long, the end bays aretopped by smaller, plain gabled roofs wth
a flat roof i nbetween. The south facade has themil platform

Qe enters into a highly carved, stained wood vestibule. 1ts sidewood
doors have brass railings. The carvings resenble a series of fluted
Corinthian colums supporting a plain entablature with a denticul ated
cornice. The public |obby has a black and white checkerboard terrazzo
floor, white marble wainscot with a black narble base and finishing strip,
plaster walls and ceiling, and an ornamented, denticulated plaster cornice.
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The right wall contains the Postmaster's office door, stained wood with
simple trim geometric detailed entablature and projecting cornice.

IR
O thewest wall of thelobby i sanoil nural entitled "The Suffolk

Resol ves; Tyranny and Revolt i nthe Colonies.” The main section i s above the

Postmaster's door; a small, |ower corner was renoved by the addition of the

new boxes. The display case totheright is flanked by two small vignettes.

It woul d appear that a simlar arrangenent was present on theleft side.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Overl ooking the Southeast Expressway, the MIton Main Post Office serves as an

attractive gateway t othe architecturally rich residential areas, tothe Vest, bordering
Brook and Edgehill Roads. Built i n1936, i tisarchitecturally significant as a
representative of the construction anddesign policies of the Public VWrks Adm nistratior
(P.WA) during the late 1930's. Although i tis slightly less than fifty (50) years

old i tisinportant as an exanple of RVWA Supervising Architect, Louis Adolf S non's
efforts touselocal building materials, standardized construction methods and

stream ined, efficient plans. Inaddition, this building contains an inportant nural

by Quggenhei m Fel | owshi p wi nner, Elizabeth Tracy of Canbridge, M\

This building i s of asinple Colonial Revival design of the type enployed i nlate

1930' s post offices. [Itssinple, conpact T-shaped form and|logical 5-area plan
facilitated a construction schedule of only seven nonths. |twas thePWA"'s policy

to build apost office as quickly as possible sothat comunities could benefit from
themduring the Depression. In keeping with governnent policy of the time, walls

were constructed of local granite rather than an expensive inported stone. Ornanentation
is mniml andlimted totheecliptical arched entrance enrichment. This structure
is domnated by a Col onial Revival cupola which serves as local |andmark and nore
abstractly as a synbol of the Federal Governnent.

This building's design originated inthe office of US Supervising Architect, Louis
Adolf S non (c. 1870-1941). He was born i n Boston and educated at MI.T. He began

a private practice i nWshington, DC i n1894 andentered the office of the US
Treasury Supervising Architect i n1896. He served as thechief architect inthis

of fice from 1905-1933. From 1933 until his death i n1941, he was the US Supervisory
Architect. During his tenure, 406 post offices were designed inhis department. I n
addition he was responsible for the design of the Federal Building at the New York
Wrld s Fair of 1939-1940.

The comerstone for the MIton Main Post Office was laid onJune 6, 1936. |t reads
"Henry Morgenthau, Secretary of the Treasury, Janes A Farley, Postmaster General;
Louis A Sinon, Supervising Architect; Neal A Melnick, Supervising Engineer; 1936."

Construction was conplicated by two events: nuch of the interior furnishings were danaged
yi fjlre in a storehouse in Lowell andthe newpostal equipnment was i n back-order. The
building was dedi cated on January 27, 1937. 1t sconpletion was of considerable |ocal
significance tothetow. For thefirst time mail distribution would be centralized
under oneroof rather than being divided anong five separate post offices. The prine
advocate for the post office was Jesse B Baxter, local politician andlocal president.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS ~ SELECTMEN

WALTER F. TIMILTY

US Po's" Ls"Tc9WN OF M ILTON CHAIRMAN
OFFICE OF SELECTMEN WILLIAM A. REILLY, JR.
.= SECRETARY
T / ilioBM*85 JAMES G. MULLEN, JR.
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
ECUTIVE SECRETA NEEND. -NO-' B GRAL Oct ober 3, 1985

IEXHC: -AQ2' 75

CGregory Gilleland
General Manager

Field Real Estate and
Buildings Office

P.Q Box 324

Lexi ngton, Mass. 02173

Attn: Edward Kearney

East Milton Post Office

The Town of Milton Board of Selectmen i spleased
to endorse t henomi nation of theEast M lton Post
Office totheNational Register of Historic Places.

The Selectmen unani mously concur with your effort
and urge you t oproceed with theformal action required,

Pl ease advise i fwe may be of any further
assistance.

Very truly yours.

hn A Cronin
cutive Secretary

JAC gk

cc: WIlliam Heath, Chairman
Milton Historical Comm ssion
Cong. Brian Donnelly

P.S W also hope that your efforts will encourage the
Post Office torestore theE Mlton Post Office's beautiful
copper roof which has been patched with unsightly asphalt
shingles.
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Real Estate and Buildings Department
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, DC  20260-6400

April 17, 1986

Ms. Carol D Shull

Chi ef of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnment of Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20240-1002

Dear M. Shull:

The Postal Service hereby submits a nomnation for the post
office located at 499 Adans Street, Norfolk County, M lton,
Massachusetts.

If you have any questions concerning this nom nation,
please call ne at 202/ 268-3107.

Sincerely,

in & Sorenson '
;alty Specialist, Senior
Office of Real Estate

Enclosure

AR 23186



