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SITE DESCIPTION

The Nobska Point Light Station complex is a major navigational aid located at
the entrance to Woods Hole Harbor (Falmouth) between Buzzard's Bay and
Vinej/ard Sound; it covers Hedge Fence and L'Hommedieu Shoal. Sited high on a
rocky promentory east of the entrance to Wood's Hole, it is bare of vegetation
and thus can be seen clearly from all directions. It represents a typical
picturesque and intact site.
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Major ELEMENTS DESCRIPTION

Extant elements include the light tower with entry porch (1876), two keeper's
dwellings (1876, 1900) connected by a porch, a brick oil house (1876), paint
lockers (1876), garage (1931), and radio beacon building (1937).

Tower
EXTERIOR:

INTERIOR:

A white cylindrical tower consisting of four ‘rings' of iron
panels, surmounted by a standard cast iron lantern. The tower is
40' high and sits 47' above the water. Three typical Italianate
windows are located at Levels 1,2,3; Level 4 shows four portholes.
The tower is sealed on a concrete base and has a standard copper
lightning rod ground strap bolted onto the iron drum, buried and
then returning through a ceramic pipe.

Entry porch: one story vinyl clad wood frame room measuring 72" x
78" with red shingle roof; no windows; cement floor; six panel
door; doorway into tower is 11 1/2" thick; walls and ceiling
sheathed in 2 1/2" tongue and groove wainscotting, painted white.

Interior is of red sandblasted brick. Stair is standard South
Shore iron with simple tubular construction; curves along wall 32
steps to landing.

Windows: at level 2,3 identical size 30" x 49" outside frame, 24 x
46" (interior or measurements) with 2/2 sash. The sills decrease
in depth as the outer walls slope: Level 1: 8 1/2"; L2: 5"; L3:3";
four portholes at L4 (lamp room).

Lamp Room: sheathed in vertical tongue and groove wainscotting.
The framing is wood; 2 iron panels separate the stairwell from the
room. At the end of this curving inner wall is a 3 shelf cupboard
with original door. The ladder is standard curved type with 7
treads (cf. Chatham, #11).

Lens Rooms: is entered through a new pl>wood trapezoidal trap door
with two original iron straps terminated with a decorative flat
finial. Afine vertical brass grab assists entry into the upper
lens room. The ten sided room is sheathed in vertical wood
wainscotting, 3 1/2" wide. The deck is also wooden. A series of
five ventilator openings set into the wall are covered by the
original brass fan dials (5 openings) and turned by a small brass
knob. The vent housing is 8 1/1" in diameter.

Windows are standard size, 26 1/2" x 351/2"; three are blackened to
shield the light from landward houses. A red pane set in a frame
attached to one window marks Hedge Fence and L'Homnedieu Shoal.

Balcony: standard black painted iron; circular with a 51" diameter
from lens room to the outer edge. Originally Italianate in style,
the elaborate posts and single rail have been replaced by a post
with pointed top and two simple bars. The outsie wall contains a
typical narrow rectangular-rimmed vent outlet, with a 6 1/2"
opening. Iron astragals hold the glass in place.

Roof: is in ten sections. It is surmounted by an intact round
ball resting on a molded base, The lighting rod protrudes from the
top.
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DWELLING: 1876 - 1 1/2 story wood frame building, (31" x 25" containing 1650
sq. ft.) with a fieldstone foundation with full basement; land
slopes away on north side to provide entrance to basement;
presently enclosed by red asphalt roof and sheathed in white vinyl
siding. L shaped gables, two chimneys, three single dormers on
east (rear). The original front elevation was to the south facing
Martha's Vineyard. Level 1 now has an attached covered porch
connecting with the second house. Level 2 has an original triple
window with lower sidelights and molded Gothic Revival tab hood.

The present front (west) elevation has an enclosed front porch, now
part of the connecting porch. Alongside the entry is the
projecting fron wing, its gable ridge lower than the main N-S

roof. At level 1 are two 6/6 windows. The north side elevation
contains a narrow attic window (unusual), two 6/6 at level 2 and
two 6/6 directly beneath at Level 1. Athird 6/6 window on level 1
is within the projecting front gable wing. The east facade
contains three cellar windows, five at Level 1 and three single
dormers at Level 2. All vergeboard and tab window moldings have
been removed on the east facade.

1900- 1 1/2 story wood frame, 27' x 28' containing c. 1200 sq. ft;
on site of former wood storage house; T-shaped gables, one

chimney. Main facade faces west with one 6/6 window at level 2, a
three-sided bay at level 1 and a steel bulkhead door directly
beneath; a one story, one bay extension, with 6/6 window attached
to the covered porch of 1876 house, on left; on right of bay is 6/6
window, now part of enclosed entry porch. South facade contains
one window 6/6 each at Levels 1 and 2, witdi cellar window beneath;
to left in angle formed by wings is an enclosed porch two bays wide
with original main entrance; molded tab hood has been recently
removed. East, rear facade contains two 2/2 windows plus a smaller
one on the right at level 1; level 2 contains a large gable. As a
typical of other Keeper's Houses (cf. West Chop, #40) of the
period; north side is connected to 1876 house at level 1. Window
in gable at level 2.

OIL HOUSE: paint locker, 10" x 12', brick gable roof with gable ends N-S.

RADIO BEACON BUILDING: 1937 rectangular 1 story brick gable. Federal Revival
style; N-S sides contain two windows at LI and a segmental curved window high
in gable. East side has 2 windows. West side, facing house, contains window
and door, chimney on west gable.

LIGHT CHARACTERISTICS: LIGHT is a classic 4th order Fresnel lens (with a
cotten cover). Light characteristics are FIW, 6 sex.. Red Sector. 16 mi. Red
(263-289*). Horn 2/30 sec.
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7/7/1828 - land purchased for $160 from William and Hannah Lawrence and Andrew
and Elizabeth Davis. Light built on top of Keeper's dwelling (80' above the
water).

1876 - tower rebuilt in iron with brick lining for $50,000.

1876 - wood frame dwelling, 1 1/2 story, 31' x 35', 1650 sq. feet, built at
cost of $9,000.

1876 - brick one story oil house, 22' x 26" (120 square feet) built at a cost
of $1,000. Brick one story paint locker 22' x 26" (120 square feet) built at
a cost of ($1,000).

1900 - second keepers house built to south of earlier house on site of wood
house. Wood frame 1 1/2 story 27' x 28' (c. 120 sq. feet) built for $6000.

1931 - garage built. Fog Hon attached (mow removed).

1937 - radio beacon building, equipped with beaco, built; connected by two way
telephone with the West Chop Light.

1948 - steel skeleton tower 125 for radio bescon ($2000) and fog horn
structure ($1000), built.

195 - light wes automated ad umaned living quarters rov ussd for Waos
Hoe group commande.
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Level of Significance
Nobska Point Light posseses integrity of location, desigh, setting, materials
and workmanship as well as significant associations with the development of
aids to navigation in Massachusetts. Dating mainly from 1876, it is an
excellent example of lighthouse complex including the cast iron tower, two
keeper's houses, an oil house and a paint locker as early elements. It is
important for its scenic qualities, sited on a bluff overlooking Vineyard
Sound, and for its strategic location at the junction of Vineyard and
Nantucket Sounds with Buzzard's Bay. The complex meets criteria A & C of the
NRHP on the state level as well as survey criteria 2a, 2c, 3a, 3b.
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