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TRANSPORTATION: road-related (vehicular)
EDUCATION- school library

RELIGION: religious facility church-related residence
FUNFRARY- cemetery
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7. Description
Architectural Classification
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Narrative Description

Plymouth, MA
County and State
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COMMERCE/TRADE- business, restaurant

SOCIAL: meeting hall
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FUNERARY- cemetery

TRANSPORTATION: road-related (vehicular)

Materials
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walls WOOD: weatherboard, shingles SYNTHETIC:
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other Gl ASS
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ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATIONS

COLONIAL: New England Colonial

MID IP* CENTURY: Grek Revivd

LATE 19" and EARLY 20* CENTURY REVIVALS: Colonia Revival, Tudor Reviva
LATE 19* and EARLY 20* CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Bungaow,
Craftsman, Commercial

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
SUMMARY

The South Middleborough Historic District is located in Middleborough, MA, approximately 6/4
miles south of the Middleborough town center. The district encompasses gpproximately 83 acres
and is centered about the intersection of Wareham Sirest [MA Route 28] and Locust Street.
Properties within the district are located dong Wareham, Spruce, and Locust Streets The district
comprises alae 18 - mid-20* century village corewith an early and mid 20*-century
commercid overlay, and includes 75 contributing dements, including 29 resdentid buildings
condructed between ca 1800 and ca 1952, 15 contributing resources congructed between ca
1874 and 1959, 5 municipal/social/religious resourcesbuilt between 1841 and 1957, 2 historic
Stesdating from 1768 and ca. 1955 respectively, and acontributing object. Noncontrlbuting
dements are scaitered infill and are limited to eight residential houses, two horsebams, a
resdentia garage, and three commercia garages condructed after 1959, the upper limit of the
district's period of significance.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE DISTRICT

The digtrict is Stuated in the relatively level outwash plainthat condtitutes alarge portion of
southeastern Middleborough, and is surrounded by broad expanses of second-growth white pine
forests and swamps, including the Rocky Gutter Wildlife Management Ares, located to the north
of the district. Aress to the west, south, and eest, while topographically similar, include aress of
mid and late 20*-century residentia infill. Buildings within the district are concentrated primarily
dong athree-quarter mile, S-shapad dretch of Spruce, Locust, and Wareham Stredts, until 1960
one of the two principal routes between Boston and the summer resorts of Cgpe Cod, with
resdentia structures concentrated on ether end of a centrd commercia and civic core. This core
is centered about the intersection of Wareham and Locust Streats and condgs of ten early and

mid 20*-century commercia resources, including the district's mogt significant building, ca 1901
Sisson's Diner, and eight municipal and socid resources dating from the mid 18¢ through the mid
20* centuries, including the South Middleborough Cemetery (1768), South Middleborough

(continued)
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Church (1841, with later additions). South Middleborough School (1882, 1952-1953), South
Middleborough Grange Hall (1916), and South Middleborough Fire Station (1955-1957). North
of this, the district's earliest resdentia and commercid areaislocated aong Locust and Soruce
Strests and includesthe district's oldest buildings, the South Middleborough Baptist Parsonege
(ca 1773) and Bam (late 18* century), as well astwo early 19*-century Cape-style dwellings,
five mid and late 19*-century houses and alate 19* / early 20*-century commercia resource, the
South Middleborough gore (ca. 1890). South of the commercia and civic core a Wareham and
Locust Strestsisamixed resdential and commercia areaincluding the distinctive "Stone House'
(1828), five mid 19* -century Greek Revival-style dwellings, the Craftsman-style Benson-
Mostrom House (1917), and three early and mid 20* -century commercia resources. Within the
digtrict are saverd contributing bams, reflective of the district's agricultural past, s well asa
number of early and mid 20* -century garages.

CONTRIBUTING BUILDINGS
Colonial Period Buildings

Ore colonia period house is extant within the digtrict; this isthe South Middleborough Baptist
Parsonage (ca. 1773) (Photo 11), 16 Spruce Street, amodest 1 /2-gory, three-by-three bay, half-
Cape-gyle housethat rests upon afi el dstonefoundation with cut granite blocks facing the faBade
foundation (west elevation). A vertica -boarded door with adiamond-shaped light occupies the
northemmost bay of the feBade (west eevation), with 2/1 double-hung sseh windows occupying
the remaining two bays. A three-bay kitchen ell extendsfrom the rear of the house, which is clad
in wood clgpboards and roofed with agphalt/composite shingles.

The South Middleborough Cemetery (1768), 565 XVareham Street (Photo 35), includes over
200 grave markers including late 18 -century, and 19 and 20" -century marble and granite
markers. Located onthe et Sde of the cemetery isthe South Middleborough Cemetery
Receiving Tomb (1923-24). asmal rectangular one-gtory building constructed of pre-cedt, rock-
faced concrete blocks st in Sretcher pattern atop a poured concrete dab foundation. Thewood-
framed gable roof extends over the south wall, creating asemi walled porch supported by four
plain-faced concrete block posts. The gable and roof are shingled with light-colored agphalt
shingles &2 inlarge diamond pattem. A heavy iron door is centered in the faBade (south
devation) and hes three small openings incised a the top, reminiscent of the decorative patterns
of 18"-century tombstones.

Late 18"'and Early 19" Century Buildings
Late 18*-and early 19*-century houses within the district are primarily inthe Cape form. Extant

isthe Smith-LeBaron-Hunt  House (ca. 1800) (Photos 2,3), 6 Locust Street amodified 1V2-
(continued)
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dory,five-by-threebay Capewith alarge 19*-cantury gable projection with prominent molding
piercing the cornice line above the main entrance, which is Stuated in the center bay of the feBade
(et devation) andflankedby 2/1 double-hung sssh windows in the remaining bays. The
entrance door isa 12-light glass door. A shed-roofed porch extends the length of the eest Sde of
the ssmcture, supported by six Tuscan-style columnswith smple squarerailsand baudersin
between. A small, square, one-bay, hip-roofed addition extends from the south end of the south.
Windows in the gable pesks have been dtered fromtheir origina gppearanceto atripartite
window in the south geble and a semi hexagond oriel window in the north gable. The house is
dded with wooden dapboards and roofed with asphdt-composite shingles. Two stretcher-bond
brick chimney shafts pierce the roofjust beow the ridge.

The Smith-Wallen-Ryder House fca. 1803) (Photo 20). 36 Spruce Street isa VA-gory five-by-
two bay, Cape-dyle dwelling st upon agranite block foundation. The central bay of the feBade
(west devation) is occupied by the entrance, which consds of awood-panded door with four
amdl lightsflankedby three-quarter siddlights st in aFederd-style entablature. Six-over-sx
double-hung sash windows flank the entrance. A small, gable-roofed, four-by-onebay ell st
upon agranite foundation with 2/1 double-hung sseh windows and a half-glass door with four
lights in the westernmost bay extends from the southeaest end of the house, and includes a semi
hexagona bay window on the southem end. A second small, gable-roofed ell of two bays
extends, in tum from the rear of the addition. The main mcture and front of the addition are
wood clapboard sded, while the south end of the addition and the ell are wood shingled.

Ore of the more unusua houseswithin the didtrict is the Gothic Reviva " Stone House" (1828)
(Photo 38), 567 Wareham Street, with its cmciform-shaped footprint consisting of acentral 1 Vi
-story gable-roofed structure with two 1'/2-story gabled wings extending perpendicularly. The
front three-bay facade (south elevation) incorporates a French door in the essternmog bay, eech
door having ten lights. Thewest wing isof athree-by-one-bay plan, with awood pand door
occupying the essternmogt bay. The eest wing hes atwo-by-one-bay plan. Throughout, double-
hung saeh windows are 2/2 on the ground floor and 6/6 in the upper floors. Decorative framing
a0 gopears upon the upper story windows, while those on the ground floor are unomamented,
and the windows recessed into the thick wall. The exterior walls are constructed of sone (a fact
which givesits name to the house) and succoed, with the sole ornamentation being adecorative
barge-board dong the eaves, a design feature origina to the building. A wood-sided addition
extends from the rear of the west wing. Another smal wood-shingled gable-roofed two-bay
addition, with acasement window in the westemmost bay and amodem sted pand door in the
esdernmog end, extends from the east Sde of the east wing.

(continued)
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Mid 1™-Century Buildings

Mid 19*-century buildings within the district demondrate the transition to the Gresk Revival
dyle of architecture popular & the time. The sructures are small and smple in keegping with the
limited meansof the community throughouit this period. Five resdences were build upon Benson
family land on the north sde of Wareham Street eest of the South Middleborough Cemetery,
which the family began selling during the mid 19* century and an additiona five houses were
built inthe vicinity of Clark's Corner, the intersection of Somee and Locust Streets, which
emergad as the center of South Middleborough during this period. Also during this period, the
original South Middleborough Methodist Church was raised on a Ste midway between Clark'’s
Comer and the Benson property.

The earliest portion of the South Middleborough Methodist Church (1841, remodeled 1874-
75,1879,1920-30) (Photo 32), 563 Wareham Street, was erected in 1841 and was constmcted
& a I'/2-story, gable-roofed chapd. In 1874-1875, the chapd was raised, an additional ten feet
was congmcted onto the north end, and seven feet to the south end, and a brick-walled vestry
congructed beneeth the enlarged building. In 1879, the belfry was added with awood shingled
roof, which was replaced in May 1907, with atin roof. Following a gate building ingpectionin
1929 which determined that arear entranceto the auditorium was required; the church, dso
needing additional specefor its Sunday School dasses, constmcted atwo-story addition to the
reer of the church with three dassrooms above and additional kitchen and fumace goece below.
Work on the addition began a the gart of November 1929 and was completed the following yeer.

Theorigina 1/2-gory, gable-roofed chgpd isafour-by-onebay ssmcture with 12/12 windows
and synthetic siding. The one-gtory, brick-walled, four-by-three-bay vestry below hes 6/6
windows. The faBade (south elevation) isdominated by athree-gory Itdianate style tower and
degplewith an arched entry with double panded doors. Above are two Itdianate-style, arched
4/4 windows. The Sdesof the tower are interrupted on the ground level by a single 4/4 window
and on the auditorium level by around-arched 4/4 window. At the gable leve of the tower, the
origina oculus hes been covered. Above, the square pyramidal, hip-roofed belfry hes square
decorative louvers covering the original arch-shgped openings.

The South Middleborough Methodis Parsonage (ca. 1845) (Photo 14), 21 Spruce Stredt, is a
narrow, three-by-two-bay, Greek Reviva resdence s2 upon agranite block foundation and clad
in synthetic siding. The entrance occupies the southemmost bay, the other two bays having 2/1
double-hung sash windows. A brick chimney stack pierces the ridge and an exterior concrete
block chimney is dtuated on the north wall. A one-gtory, one-by-four-bay, hip-roofed addition
extends from the southeast comer of the houseand issimilarly sided. Attached to the reer of the
addition isasmdler one-gtory, gable-roofed addition.

, (continued)
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The JamesM . Clark House and Store (ca 1865) (Photo 17), 28 Spruce Street, isa 1/2-dory
three-by-seven-bay, cross-gabled, Gresk Revival smcture. The faBade (west elevation) condds
of two modem-style /1 auminum-framed double-hung sash windows in the southemmost bays
and adoor occupying the remaining northem bay. Two modem-style, aluminum-framed, 1/1
double-hung sash windows are situated in the gable peek. The south elevation consgs of a
modern-style, sed-panded door with semi circular lightflankedby three modem-style,
aluminum-framed, 1/1 double-hung ssgh windows, with two similar windows in the geble pesk.
A small shed-gyle dormer with a sngle casamant window is located to the north sde of the
gable. A wraparound, shed-roofed porch extends dong the west and south Sdes of the house with
gables intermpting the roof line over each entrance, and decorated with inset wooden designs.
The porch is supported by 14 postswith modem-style, pre-fabricated wooded railsand baugers
inbetween. A 1'/2 -story, four-bay addition, with 1/1 double-hung sseh windows, asted panded
door and two shed-style dormers extend from the eest end of the house. The entire houseis clad
with synthetic siding and roofed with agphat/compogite shingles.

The John E. Smith House (ca 1850) (Photo 10), 15 Spruce Strest, isa 1 '/2-gory four-by-two
bay, cross-gabled, Gregk Revival-style resdence st upon afi el dstonefoundation, the feBade
(et elevation) consisting of three 1/1/ double-hung sseh windows and a panded door with
fanlight, with two 1/1 double-hung sseh windows in the gable. A hip-roofed porch extends across
the faBade, supported by five square posts and walled to athird of its height. A rectangular hip-
roofed bay window addition with five narrow 1/1 windows is located on the south sde. A modem
three-by-one bay gable-roofed temple-fronted Greek Reviva style additionis atached to the rear
of the house and rests upon a cadt concrete block foundation. The feBade (south e evation) of the
addition conggts of a central entryflankedby coupled modem-style a uminum-framed 1/1
windows. The gable with its coupled 1/1 windows projectsto cregte a porch benegth and is
supported by pre-fabricated meta Doric-style columns with metd rails and badugers between.

The Ephraim H. Gammons House (ca. 1870) (Photos 39,40). 569 Wareham Street, isa 1V2-
dory three-by-two-bay Greek Reviva-style front-gable house clad in synthetic siding and st on a
cut granite block foundation. Double-hung sseh windows on the west and south devations are
1/1, while those on the east are 2/2. The entrance is located in the et bay of the faBade (south
eevation) condging of a late-19* century Itdianate-style wood-pandled door with two arched
openings and etched glasslights. A gable-roofed projection supported by small decorative
coupled pogsa each of the front comers iscongdmcted over the entrance. A gable-roofed
addition, congtructed in the late 19" century, extendsfrom the eest Sde of the main Sructure. The
faBade condgts of four bayswith the entrance occupying the eestemmost bay and 2/1 double-
hung saeh windows occupying the remaining three bays. It iscurrently in the process of being re-
Sded.

(continued)
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Ore of two remaining Benson family houses in South Middleborough, the John S Benson
House (ca. 1860)(Photo 47), 577 Wareham Street, isa 1 '/2-gdory Gresk Revival-style dwelling,
with athree-by-two bay, rectangular plan st upon afoundation of irregular granite sones Two
6/1 double-hung sseh windows occupy the western and central bays, while an entry consisting of
awooden door with alarge single light in the top half occupies the eestemmogt bay. A hip-roofed
porch extends acrossthe front of the house supported by three dender Tuscan-style podts resting
aop apoured granite dab foundation. Two 6/1 double-hung saeh windows gppeer in the gable,
with asmall ventilator located in the gable peek. A dde-gabled ell isatached to the eest
elevation.

TheWitham-Boutin House (ca. 1862) (Photo 45), 575 Wareham Street, isa | '/*-dory, cross-
gabled, Greek Reviva dructure with severd later additions. Fenedtration of the two-bay feBade of
the gabled main portion congsts of 2/2 double-hung ssgh windows on both stories. A hip-roofed
porch extends acrossthe feBade (south elevation), including the wings, and isenclosed on the
westem end, having a band of five modem, aluminum-framed, 1/1 double-hung sash windows.
The remainder of the porch isendaosed with 1/1 fixed windows reaching nearly to the ground. A
smdl 1'/2-gory, gable-roofed, two-by-two bay addition with abrick chimney sack piercing the
roof ridgejust west of center isatached to the west end of the house. Another small gable-roofed
one-by-one bay addition extends from the east end of the main house, with fenestration conssting
of picture windows comprised of large central fixed sngle lightsflankedby narrow single-light
Cas=ment windows.

Located down anarrow dirt lane which was formerly Benson Street (rel ocated to its present
location south of the railroad line a the dose of the 19* century in order to diminatean
unnecessaty grade crossing) isthe Robert B. Hatch House (1869), 23 Spruce Street, a 1'/2-gory
Greek Revival stmcture of three bays A shed-roofed, screened porch extends acrossthe feBeade,
supported by smple square postswith smple rails. Two double-hung saeh windows are located

in the gable above. The more noticeable north e evation, which fronts Soruce Street, congds of a
late 20* -century, two-story, cross-geble addition. Fenedration on the north faBade of the addition
conggs of dender pairs of single-light windows on both the first and second dories with a sami
circular light in the gable, all surrounded by decorative wooden framing.

The Feltch Cottage (ca. 1871) (Photo 43), 571 Wareham Street, isafour-by-two bay, Sde-
gable resdence st upon afi el dstonefoundation. Fenestration in the feBade (south elevation)
congdgs of amall, I/, modem, auminum-framed, double-hung sseh windows in the two
wesemmogt bays. The eestemmog bay is occupied by aamdl semi hexagond, hip-roofed bay
window with acentral single lightflankedby 1/1 windows. The remaining bay is occupied by an
entry covered with agable-roofed projection supported by two smple braces. The eest devation
gopears to have once been the principal faBade. 1t now congsts of ahip-roofed, endosad porch

. (continued)
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with dliding glassdoors. A one-by-two bay, gabled ell with chimney extends from the esst
eevation as well, and a shed-roofed addition is atached to the rear of the house. The houseis
synthetic-sded and roofed with agphat/composte shingles.

The John Feltch House (ca. 1871) (Photo 44), 573 Wareham Street, isa 1 '/2-gory, gable-front
dwelling. The westemmost bay of the two-bay feBade (south eevation) is occupied by alarge
semi hexagond bay window installed in December, 1908, with three Queen Anne-style windows
with decoratively muntined glassin the upper ssshes and asingle light in the lower seeh. The
entrance, which occupies the eestemmog bay of the feBade (south elevation), condds of a half-
glassdoor with asingle ova-shaped light and is covered by a hip-roofed porch (lso added in
1908), which is supported by three tumed colonettes and decorative Folk Victorian-style
bracketing. The porch hes arailing consisting of tumed balusters. Two 2/1 double-hung sseh
windows are Stuated in the gable. The dagpboarded main smcture rests upon acut granite block
foundation, while the various bay windows and additionsrest uponfiel dstonefoundations. The
reke molding and comice retums are prominent.

Ancther 1'/i-story, Greek Revival, gable-front dwelling, the Ebenezer Smith House (1872)
(Photo 5), 8 Spruce Street, hes athree-bay rectangular plan, with the enfrance stuated on the
southem end of the faBade (west elevation) condsting of amodem, ged-panded door. Over the
entrance isagabled canopy supported by two dender octagond posts resting upon a poured
concrete sep. Double-hung seeh windows are 2/2. A low shed dormer is located upon the
northem end of the house. Two gable-roofed additions are atached to the esst end of the house,
The house rests atop acut granite block foundation and is wood-shingled.

Late /9' -and Early 20" -Century Dwellings

Resdentia development in the district during the late 19 and early 20* centuries was
characterized by construction of residentia infill on lotsleft vacant during previous periods,
including upon land de-accessioned by the South Middleborough Methodist Church dong the
eed Sde of Spruce Street, and lands formerly part of the Smith family farm on the opposite (west)
Sde of Somee Street.

The Ryder-Bishee House (ca. 1878)(photos 8,9), 14 Spruce Street, isagable-front sructure of
1Vi gories and isthe mog architecturally articulate house built in South Middleborough during
the period. The front faBade is dominated by alarge sami hexagond bay window with five
narrow windows, decorative frieze of pands and stylized rosettes, and ahip roof The entrance
occupies the eetemmogt bay of the feBade (south elevation) and condsts of awood pane-door
covered by aheavily bracketed decorative hood. Above the door isatransom, now covered. A

(continued)
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modem diding glasswindow is located in the gable and asmadl outlet ventilator gopearsin the
gable pesk. The eagtern eevation is intermpted by agabled projection, incorporating another
five-light window matching that of the feBade with adiding glasswindow in the gable. A small
one-gory, one-by-one bay, shallow hip-roofed addition is Stuated on the southwest comer of the
house, with adecorative octagond window on the feBade and coupled 1/1 windows on the south
wall. The smcture rests upon abrick foundation, iswood dapboard sded, and roofed with
agphat/compogte shingles. A modem 1/4-dory garageis atached to the rear of the house by a
sndl one-gory gabled addition. "

The Edward E. Ssson House (ca. 1883) (Photo 1), 1 Locust Street, consgs of the larger,
heavily modified, 1 /4-gory gable-roofed, Gresk Reviva-style main house, asmdler 172 sory,
gable-roofed ell on the northeest once utilized as atenement, and aone-gtory kitchen ell on the
southeedt. The faBade (north eevation) of the main house consdts of alarge three-window bay
projection added in March, 1909, and a2/1 double-hung sash window. The three-bay west
elevation incorporates a 2/1 double-hung sseh window, centra entry, and semi hexagona bay
projection with 2/1 double-hung sseh windows. Thewest dope of the roof is interrupted by a
gable with two small 2/2 double-hung sseh windows. A hip-roofed, wraparound porch
condructed in September, 1912, extends nearly the length of the north and west Sdes of the house
and is supported by turned col onettes with wooden railings and tumed balugters between, with
decorative scrollwork bracketing. The houseis synthetic Sded.

The Frederick E. Braley House (ca. 1900) (Photo 16), 22 Spruce Street, isa 1'/2-gory, gable-
front dwelling set upon afiel dstonefoundation. Like the Ryder-Bisbee House, the two-bay
Braley House facadeis noted for alarge, sami hexagond, hip-roofed bay window of four 1/1
windows s in the southem bay. The remaining bay is occupied by an entry with a haf-glass
door covered with apyramidal, hip-roofed canopy supported by heavy brackets with pendants
Two 1/1 double-hung sagh windows are located in the gable.

The George H. Vaughan House (ca. 1904) (Photo 13), 20 Spruce Street, isa 1 '/4-gory, gable-
front dwelling of three bays. Modern aluminum-framed, 1/1 double-hung sash windows occupy
the southemmost two bays, while the remaining bay is occupied by an entry consisting of a
modern, sed-panded door, over which isagable-roofed projection supported by two square
decorative columnswith two decorative half columns. A square, gable-roofed, one-by-two-bay ell
of 1P dories isatached to the north devation, and hes modem, aluminum-framed, 1/1 double-
hung saeh windows and asmall shed style dormer with 1/1 double-hung sseh windows on the
west roof dope. The south eevation hes asmdler 1 '/2-gory, one-by-two bay, gable-roofed
projection. A gable-roofer dormer with small /1 modem, aluminum-framed, double-hung sseh
window isgtuated on the eestem roof dope. A 1'/2-gory, gable-roofed addition is constructed

(continued)
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onto the rear of the house and is connected to small, one-gtory, side-facing, gable-roofed shed by
asemi enclosed, two-bay, breezeway. Eaves on the house extend prominently beyond the walls,
which are clad in wooden shingles. A brick chimney shaft piercesthe north roof dope a its
junction with the north ell gable. Some documentary evidence suggestsa date of about 1883 for
the house,

Congtruction of the Herbert W. Tripp House (1908) at 31 Spruce Street, a 2/2-gory, three-by-
two bay, square. Colonial Revival housewith pyramida hip roof with belcast eavesmarked a
somewhat abrupt though late departure for South Middleborough from the Greek Reviva gyle
and gable-front dwellings. The Tripp House was condmcted of "old lumber” possibly taken from
the Henry Smith bam, which stood on the property until being dismantled. The asymmetrica
three-bay faBade (esst elevation), condsts of two 2/1 double-hung sseh windows flanking the
central entry with symmetrically placed second-floor fenestration consisting of two 2/1 double-
hung sseh windows. A small hip-roofed dormer, dso with belcast eaves is located upon the eest
roof dope and incorporates two small hopper-gyle windows. A hip-roofed porch extendsthe
width of the faBade and is supported by four square columns. A brick chimney sack constmcted
in agretcher bond pattem is atached to the two-bay north eevation between two |/] double-
hung sseh windows.

Similar to the Tripp House of the previous year isthe Arthur F. Nye House (1909) (Photo 7), 10
Spruce Street, a2/2-gory, Colonia Revival-style dwelling with athree-by-two bay square plan
rising from afi el dstonefoundation, congtructed by JossphN. Shaw of Middleborough. An
asymmetrica faBade (west eevation) conggts of a haf-glass door with oval light st in the
middle bay, and 6/6 double-hung saeh windows occupying the remaining two bays. Second floor
fenestration on the faBade consgtsof two pairs of coupled 6/6 double-hung sseh windows. A
smdl hip-roofed dormer islocated in the center of the west dope of the pyramidal hip roof and
contains asmall pair of coupled 66 double-hung sseh windows. Across the faBade isaraised hip-
roofed porch supported by four Tuscan-gtyle columns with rails and decorative tumed-wood
baugers and latticework between the porch floor and ground. Fenedration on the north devation
isaranged inadistinctive checkerboard pattern consisting of two 6/6 double-hung sseh windows
on thefirst and sscond floors, and a smdler &6 window located midway between the four. The
south two-bay elevation fenestration includes apair of coupled 6/6 double-hung sseh windows, a
single &6 double-hung sseh window, and alarge bow-front picture window of twelve lights. A
brick chimney sack piercesthe center of the north roof dope, and an exterior concrete block
chimney is located on the north elevation. The houseis Sded with agdbestos shingles.

The Benson-Mostrom House (1917) (Photo 46), 576 Wareham Street, the only Craftsman-
style bungdow within the disfrict, isa 1 /2-gory,five-by-threebay, wood-frame ssmcture set upon
afiel dstonefoundation. The faBade (north elevation) condgs of anarrow entryflankedby
Craftsman-style windows with four lightsin the upper third of the window and asingle lightin

(continued)
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the lower two-thirds. The end bays are occupied by coupled windowsof similar design, having
four narrow vertical lightsin the upper sssh and asingle light in the lower. The mog distinctive
feature of the houseisthe porch that runs across the front of the faBade. The shed-dyle roof is
occupied by abroad-gabled dormer with atripartite Craftsman-style window, the height of the
center window being greater than the two that flank it. The prominent eavesof the dormer are
supported by three decorative brackets.

The Clarence H. Ryder House (1919) at 33 Spruce Street is afour-by-two bay, Sde gable-
roofed cottege, beieved to have beaen recongructed from an earlier dwelling known as the Tripp
House by local contractor Clarence H. Ryder for his own use The feBade (eedt elevation) is
occupied by acentra half-glass door and 2/2 double-hung ssgh windowsin the remaining bays a
sngle window in the southemmos bay, and two windowsin the northemmost two bays A shed-
roofed porch extends the length of the faBade supported by four dender square pogts. Half walls
endose the perimeter of the porch. A large gable-roofed dormer with three 2/1 double-hung sseh
windows extends over the porch roof The two-bay north elevation conssts of two 2/2 windows.
A four-light fixed window is located in the foundation wall in the eest bay, and amodem ged
bulkheed located in the west bay. A concrete block chimney is Stuated between the two bays
The dde devations of the house and dormer are wood shingled.

The Chester E. Smith House (1922) (Photo 6), 9 Spruce Strest, isa 1 '/2-gory, L-shgped cottage
congsting of amain sde-gebled block with projecting two-by-one bay, front-gabled ell. The
house has Queen Anne-styled fenestration, including a decoratively muntined window and a
smdler rectangular stained-glass entry window in the gable faBade (esst elevation). An entry
consgting of ahalf-glass door is Stuated in the south elevation of the gable ell. A modem 1/1
double-hung aluminum-framed sash window occupies the single bay in the feBade (east eevation)
of the main block, and over thisis located a gabled dormer with asimilar, though smadler, 1/1
double-hung sseh window. The south eevation of the main block includes four 2/1 double-hung
sseh windows, with two similar windows dtuated in the gable. A hip-roofed porch supported by
four Tuscan-gtyle columns wrgps around the southeest comer of the house, decoratively cut
bausters being placed between the columns. The house iswood shingled.

Late 19" - Early 2(f-Century Commercial/Social Buildings

Contemporary with the resdential growth of South Middleborough during the post-Civil Wer era
was the expangon of busness enterprise, municipal functions, and socid activities within the
community, and anumber of resourcesreflective of this growth remain.

(continued)
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The commercia expangon of the community is represented by the South Middleborough Store
(ca. 1890) (Photos 18,19). 32 Spruce Street, alarge three-by-three bay, 2/2-gtory, gable-front
building with attached two-bay shed. The faBade (west elevation) condds of ashdlow hip-roofed
addition with acentrd entry of amodem ded-panded doorflankedby modem auminum-framed
1/1 double-hung saeh windows. Early photographs of the store indicate that the addition weas
congructed prior to 1915 and originally hed 2/2 double-hung saeh display windows. Two
modem, 1/1 double-hung, aluminum-framed saeh windows are Stuated on the sscond floor above
the addition, and a small outlet ventilator is located in the gable pesk. Fenedration on thenorth
elevation facing Locust Street conssts of double-hung sseh windows: 1/1 on the first floor and

2/2 on the second. The south eevation is occupied by a one-gtory, three-bay, hip-roofed addition
which extends the length of the building, with acenfral entryflankedon either Sde by coupled
aluminum-framed /1 double-hung sseh windows. Originally, two double-hung sseh windows
were located on the west eevation of the addition, though they have snce been covered. Attached
to the southeast comer of the store building isa 1 Vi story, side-gabled-roofed, two-bay shed,
originaly usad as an outbuilding by the gore. A smdl diding window occupies the northem bay
where the original entry was once Situated. The southem bay isnow occupied by averticaly
boarded wooden door. The building and additions are wood shingled throughouit.

The Middleboro, Wareham & Buzzards Bay Street Railway Waiting Room (ca. 1901)
(Photo 37) , 567 Wareham Street, isasmdl hip-roofed building. The roof extends over the
walls of the structure and the rafter ends are exposed. The three-bay faBade (south e evation)
consgsof acenfral entranceway of awood-paneed, haf-glass door with two lights,flankedby
two windows, the one occupying the west bay having six lights, and the one occupying the eest
bay having a decoratively muntined pattem of deven lights. The exterior faBade wall is shesthed
with vertical boards, and four smal Tuscan-gyle columns are added for omamenta effect. Both
the west and eedt devations are occupied by alarge 15-light window and are wood shingled.
There is no foundation; the building resting upon concrete blocks.

Sisson'sBlacksmith Shop and Garage (1874, additions 1917 and 1923) (Photo 1), 1 Locust
Street, congsts of three sections: the rear VA story, gable-roofed blacksmith shop (1874), two
one-gtory hip-roofed garage additions of one-by-four and one-by-five bay plans (1917), and the
sndl two-by-two bay, gable-roofed, Craftsman-gyle office addition (1923), dosest to Locust
Street. All three portions of the ssmcture are stuccoed to present a uniform gppearance. Therear
Tudor-style blacksmith shop was initially located dose to the greet, but in the spring of 1906 was
moved back, "giving more room inthe front and a better view" from the adjacent Edward E.
Sson House. The faBade (north elevation) of the blacksmith shop incorporates a 6/6 double-
hung sseh window and decorative haf-timbering in the gable. The rear garage addition hes a
modem wood-panded overhead garage door with acentral band of six lights on the feBade, and
four 6/6 windows on the eest wall. The similar hip-roofed front garage addition hes amodem
wood-panded overhead garage door with six lights and five 66 windows aong the eest wall. The

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No.1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet South Middleborough HD
Middleborough (Plymouth), MA
Section number 7 Page 12

faBade of the small gable-roofed office addition contains two large windowswith five smal lights
in the upper third and asingle light below, with similar windows on the west wall. The eest wall

is occupied by ahalf-glass, wood-panded door with asingle light and afraditional 66 double-
hung window. Rafter tails are exposed under the eaves, though fasciaboard covers those on the
geble end, which frontsLocust Stredt.

Lucy Brayley's Candy Kitchen (ca 1925) (Photos 27,28), 562 Wareham Street, asmall one-
dory, three-by-one bay sdtbox Sructure, which originated as a produce dand about 1925. The
faBade (north eevation) originally condsted of seven bayswith acentra entryflankedby three
8/1 double-hung sash windows. These have sSnce beaen covered; the central entrance remains with
apanded door with two smdll lights, as do two small 1/1 double-hung sash windows, which have
replaced each of the central windows on either sde of the entry. In 2008, rehabilitation work was
begun, which saw the removal of the building's wooden shingles (temporarily reveding the
building's original white-painted wooden dapboards). More subgtantially, a gable roof replaced
the earlier saltbox-style roof and a small gable-roofed ell was constmcted onto the reer of the
building. Work remains incomplete as of February 2009.

A smilar 1930s-eraRoadside Stand at 575 Wareham Street is Stuated on the grounds of the
Witham-Boutin House. This seven-by-three bay, Sde-gabled dand islocated just eedt of the
house facing Wareham Street. The faBade (south eevation) incorporates a double-leaf, half-glass
door with single lightsin the top in the central bay with three large modem aluminum-framed, 1/1
windows on either Sde. The west elevation consstsof the original large coupled 2/2 windows in
the southern bay, asmal six-light rectangular window inthe central bay, and an entry in the
northem bay. A st of the origina paired 2/2 windowsremain in the eest elevation. The dage is
synthetic shingled. The earlier double-leafed haf-glass door with nine lightsin the upper half of
each leaf was replaced in 2005-06.

Ssson's Diner (ca 1901, addition 1926) (Photos 25,26), 561 Wareham Street, istheonly
diner in Massachusetts identified as having originally operated as a streetcar, and was determined
by the Massachusetts Historical Commission to be digible for individual listing on the National
Regiser of Historic Places (4/23/1998). To edablish the diner, ElImer A. Sisson in 1926 acquired
aformer trolley car, which had been manufactured about 1901 by the Wason Manufacturing
Company in Springfield, from the defunct Middleboro, Weareham & Buzzards Bay Street
Railway, and located it here on this property. The car sdected had been in an accident, and ssa
one end was reportedly "consderably” smashed, mogt likely on the back end es
indicated by the difference infenestration on this portion of the diner. The twelve-bay faBade
(south eevation) condgs of nine windows withfransomand anarrow door, which occupies the
sixth bay in the front (eest end) of the car. Restoration work in 2006 reveded the car'sorigina
folding entry door in the first bay condsting of two narrow wooden leavesjoined by three large
metad hinges with a sngle light occupying the upper half of each leaf. Exposad @ the same time

(continued) foi
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wes adoor in the lagt bay congsting of alarge single light in awood frame. The bowed front
(eest end) of the car includes the housing for the still-functional headlight as well astherail

below. Aboveisacenfra eight-light fixed window,flankedby 1/1 double-hung windows. A
portion of the car's original roof has been reveded by recent work. The open barrd roof is agphat
shingled and topped by a prefabricated galvanized sed ventilator, added in 1926. The car redts
upon afoundation of brick and mortaredfieldstones.A one-gtory,flat-roofed,vertically boarded,
wood-frame addition housing the diner's kitchen extends from the reer of the car. Attached to this
addition isasecond similarflat-roofed,one-gory, verticaly boarded, wood-frame addition and a
shed roofed addition to the rear. A gonewall congmcted in 1927 by Elmer Ssson to separate his
property from that of the South Middleborough Methodist Church stands to the eedt of thediner.

A ssoond business enterprise gperated by Elmer Sisson wasthe South Middlebor ough Gar age
(1926-27) and Filling Station (1926-27) (Photos 29,30), both at 562 Wareham Street.
conggting of aone-gory garage and one-gtory filling station. The Craftsman-style, polygonal-
shaped filling dation is capped with apyramida hipped roof with degp overhanging eaves
Entries cong sting of modem plate glass and auminum-framed, commercial-syledoors are st &
a45-degree angle a the southeest and northeast corner's of the otherwise square building. The
faBade (eest devation) originally condsted of four double-hung windows with five vertical lights
in the upper sseh and asingle light in the lower saeh located between the two entries. These were
replaced a alater unknown datewith two large plate glasswindows, the southemmogt one of
which was boarded up until 2008 when it was replaced. Upon rehabilitation of the gmcturein
2008, two original windows remained: one on the two-bay south elevation, besde amodem plate
glasswindow, and a second on the two-bay north elevation, o Stuated beside amodem plate
glasswindow. During the rehabilitation the fenestration pattem of the building was dtered, and
al remaining windows were replaced on eech devation with asa of three modem auminum-
framed double-hung 6/1 saeh. At the same time, the smcture's existing synthetic siding was
replaced with more modern vinyl siding. The building isroofed with agphat/composte shingles.
Tothe west of the filling station isthe large one-gtory, concrete block garage, which originally
had athree-by-six bay plan and aflat tar and grave-covered roof Until rehabilitation of the
dructure in 2008, the faBade (north elevation) condsted of three wide garage bays, of which only
the central bay remained exposed and the remaining two having been boarded. The eedt devation
congged of aband of six large duminum-framed, commercia-stylewindows of eight lights. In
2008, ashalow gable roof was congtructed on the building and the structure was vinyl sided, all
openings being covered over a the time, except for the central gerage bay of the faBade. The
exigting garage door a that time was replaced with amodem, commercid metd rolling overheed
door.

At thistime, anew school was congdmcted for the areg, replacing an earlier building located on
Wareham Street near Pine Street. The South Middleborough School (1882, one-room addition,
1952-53) (Photos 33,34), 564 Wareham Street, isatwo-by-four bay, gable-front schoolhouse

(continued)
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congtructed by Warren Homer Southworth of Middleborough. The faBade (north eevation)
congstsof two matching entries with wood-pandled doors and heavy moldings overhead.
Between the enfries are placed two smal &6 double-hung sash windows, which are not origina
to the structure. A decorative half-moon molding gopearsin the gable from whichis sscured a
flagpole, dements present in the origina structure. Sde eevations consst of four large double-
hung 6/6 saeh. The building sits upon afi el dstonefoundation and is shesthed with wooden
dapboards and roofed with agphdt shingles. A brick chimney shaft piercesthe roof ridge neer the
south end of the building. A sde-gabled, three-by-four bay addition is attached to the south end
of the eedt devation, congmcted in 1952-1953 by loca contractor William A. Reynolds. The
faBade (north éevation) of the one-room addition congsts of two 6/6 double-hung sseh windows
in the westernmogt bays, and agable-roofed entry in the eeslem bay. The schoolhouseis
presently owned by the South Middleborough Protective Association, which is currently restoring
the building for use

Condructed in 1916 by Clarence Ryder of lumber harvested and milled & South Middleborough,
the Craftsman-style South Middleborough GrangeHall (1916) (Photos 41,42), 570 Wareham
Street is congmcted into the hillside with athree-by-fivebay plan. A full-story, exposed
fieldstone foundation forms the interior wall of the faBade (north eevation) facing Wareham
Street. Similarfiel dstonefoundations are found in South Middleborough, within the district & the
Fire Station, and just outsde the district & both " Stonecottage Farm” [the Rev. Herbert Wilbur
Housg] (1921) a 504 Wareham Stredt, and the Kenneth Wilbur House (1952) & 507 Wareham
Street. A large entry with panded double doors occupiesthe eedt bay, with 4/4 double-hung sseh
windows occupying the remaining two. Located upon the second floor isthe half with three bays,
the end bays consisting of single 4/4 double-hung windows, and the centra bay occupied by
coupled 4/4 double-hung sseh windows. The hall level iswood-shingled. The hipped roof hes
belcast eaves, which extend over the walls of the building and have covered rafter tails. A amal
hip-roofed dormer with small, coupled, 4/4 double-hung sash windows and exposed rafter tailsis
Stuated upon the north dope of the roof

The South Middleborough Scout Cabin (1909, rehabilitated 1938) (Photo 31). 563 Wareham
Street isasmall, three-by-two bay, gable-front sructure with a saltbox-style addition attached to
the rear. Originally in use as a shed by the South Middleborough Methodist Episcopa Church,

the building was rehabilitated in 1938 for their own use by local Boy Scouts. The cabin rests upon
a donefoundation. The faBade (south devation) conagts of two small, modem, aluminum-
framed, 1/1 double-hung sseh windowsflankingacentra entry consisting of amodem
duminum-pane doorway with asmall gable-roofed projection overhead. Fenedfration on the Sde
walls and addition conssts of 6/6 double-hung sseh windows. The sfructure is Sded with
horizonta wood novelty siding designed to resemble half logs.

(continued)
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Mid 2(f -Century Commercial Structures

The ever-increasing flow of summer ssesond traffic to and from Cgpe Cod throughout the sscond
quarter of the 20* century fostered the development of both new busnessesas well as the
relocation of at leest one, but wheress earlier busnessesin South Middleborough had made over
existing smctures and converted them to business uses post-WWII commercia development
saw the consfruction of a number of buildings specifically with abusness purposein mind.

In order to benefit from Cgpe-bound traffic, to provide parkingfor its pafrons and to create a
modem shopping environment, albeit on asmall scale, the Second Thomas Brothers Store
(1948) (Photo 24) at 560 Wareham Street, was erected as athree-by-five bay, gable-front,
commercia-style building on Wareham Street west of the Sisson busnessesto replace the earlier
dore & Clark's Comer. The feBade (north eevation) of the Sscond Thomas Brothers Store
congsts of asmall recessaed entryflankedby pairs of large, modem, plate-glass display windows
with abrick storefront and synthetic-sded gable. Five casament windows mn the length of both
the wood-shingled esst and west evations. The building restsupon abrick foundation.

Jud to the north isWilliams' Trading Post (ca. 1949, additions late 1970sand 2005) (Photos
22, 23), 556 Wareham Street, that congsts of a number of small buildingsbuilt onto the original
dructure over time. The earliest centra portion dating from about 1949 isa small, one-dory,
gable-roofed novelty-styled shed with degply overhanging eaves and sidewalls, which dope
inwards a the bottom. The overall effect hes been likened to that of an overszed birdhouse. The
faBade of the vertically boarded building is occupied by apair of wood pand doors with four
lightsin the upper half of each door. Attached to the rear of this shed isalarger shed-roofed,
vertically boarded building dating from about 1949 with a degp eave, which overhangsthe smdl
shed infront. The single bay is occupied by alarge angle light picture windowflankedby narrow
2/2 windows. To the eedt of this building isalarge 1/2-g0ry, three-bay, gable-roofed building
dating from the late 1970s with three rectangular skylightsStuated in the roof above eech bay.
The three bays are occupied by large commercia-style display windows of paired lights. The
vertically boarded building is connected to the earlier buildings by a small, one-gory, gable-
roofed ell with acommercia-style duminum and plate-glass door undernegth agable-roofed
porch supported by narrow pogts. To the west of the original 1949 buildingsare two wood-frame,
vertically boarded buildings with meta roofs consfructed in 2005.

Filling stations and automotive garages were naturd busnesses to locate in South
Middleborough, given the volume of summer traffic through the community. Roy's Garage (ca
1935), 581 Wareham Street, isa 1/2-gory, gable-roofed, concrete-block, commercia garage.
Thewestem bay is occupied by alarge 20-pand, commercial-style overhead garage door with
two horizonta rows of four lightseach. Tothe right isan entryflankedby a large plate-glass
window to the left and paired 1/1 windowsto the right. A large arched fal se front extends above

(continued)
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the first floor and concedlsthe building'sgable. On the west elevation are four large, industrial-
style, metal-frame windows.

Two additional commercial garages (1933, ca. 1950), 576 Wareham Street are Stuated in the
rear of the Benson-Mosfrom House. The earliest datesfrom ca 1933 and is a 1/2-gory, wood-
frame, wood-sded building of two bays. The eestem original bay is now occupied by alarge
show window consisting of four lights, while amodem auminum-pand door with diamond-
shepad lightsin the upper half is Stuated in the westem bay. A 6/6 double-hung sseh window is
located in the gable. Immediatdly to the eedt is assoond larger garage dating from about 1950.

The faBade of this 1 /2-gtory, four-bay building consst of an entry of aglass and wood-frame door
and a 16-pand metal overhead garage door with ahorizontal row of four lightsflankedby 2/2
double-hung windows.

Two restaurantswere consfructed a this timeto take advantage of the traffic that pesses through
South Middleborough bound for the Cape. "Pete and Muriel's" Restaurant (1956-57, rear
addition 1966) (Photos 48,49) 578 Wareham Street, isa 1 /2-gory structure with aprominent
pyramida roof with deeply overhanging eaves The peek of the roof wasoriginally capped by a
amdl decorative cupola and has snce been dtered somewhat to creste asmall geble effect upon
the ridge. The faBade condggts of aband of four large commercia-style windows. On the west
devation islocated the entry benesth a shed-dyle porch, which was added sometime inthe
1970s Tothe rear isatwo-story, gable-roofed, wood-frame addition dating from 1966. The
building is synthetic-sded. The second isthe "Whiteand Gold House" (ca. 1958), 544
Wareham Street, which was originally built as arestaurant and named for its exterior color
stheme The gtructure hes since been covered to resdentia use in the late 1960sand isa one-
dory, ranch-style house of three bays, with widethree-light windows occupying the two eesem
baysand ametd pand door and small decoraive octagond window occupying the westem bay.
A smadl, one-gtory, gable-roofed ell extendsfrom the east end of the building which isvinyl
Sded.

In addition to these commercid buildings, two municipal resources were congtructed in the
immediate poswar period. The South Middleborough Fire Station (1955-57) (Photo 36), 566
Wareham Street, is mogt noted for itsfieldstonewalls, a festure gpparent dsawvherein a number
of South Middleborough stmctures, including the South Middleborough Grange Hall (1916) and
the dividing wall between Sisson's Diner and the South Middleborough Methodist Church
(1927). The gtation is athree-by-four bay, one-gory smcture. The faBade (north elevation) is
occupied by three large bays. The two eestemmod baysremain in use to house engines ad
contain modem aluminum, sectional overhead garage doors with six large lights. The westem
bay, originally utilized for fire equipment as well, has snce been endlosed, two tripartite modem
windows have been installed, and the building synthetic Sded. The gable contains atripartite
window with 88 double-hung ssgh and an outlet ventilator a the gable pesk, and is synthetic

(continued)
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Sided. The eest and west devations each incorporate aseriesof four coupled |/1 windows directly
under the eaves A large exteriorfiel dstonechimney with an arched chimney cap is Stuated upon
the north end of the roof ridge, having been ingdled sometime after the building was completed.
To the rear of the fire Sation islocated a smdl payilion (ca. 1955). The smple open Sructure
conggts of an asphdt-shingled gable roof supported by ten log pogswith diagond bracing.
Nearby isthe Mary Wallen Memorial Park (late 1950s), Wareham Street an gpproximatdy
one-acre parcd of woodland covered with white pine and scrub oak, which dopes upward from
Wareham Sireet and is Stuated between the Fire Station and the Grange Hall.

Mid 2&-Century Houses

Mid 20"-century development condsted primarily of infill development, with resdential
congtruction filling remaining lots between older existing housesprimarily on Locust and Somee
Streats The mogifrequentstyle was thet of the modified Cape.

The Everett W. Collins House (early 2% c), 11 Spruce Strest, isathree-bay. Cape-dyle
house. The faBade conssts of a central entranceway, flanked by large 6/6 double-hung sseh
windows, with a shed-style dormer with single 6/6 double-hung sash window occupying the
center of the eedt roof dope. The house is sheathed in wooden dgpboards. The building may be
an older building, which was converted to resdentia use about 1941.

Further south on Somce Sfreet isthe Alden D. Wilbur House (1940-41). 27 Spruce Street, dso
a 1/2-9ory modified Cape. The faBade of the three-by-two bay house consgs of paired 6/1
double-hung sash windows flanking acenfral entry of a modem auminum pand door with a sami
circular light a the top framed with three narrow lights on either sde. A small interior brick
chimney dack pierces the roof ridge on the eet Sde of the house. A small, one-story, gable-
roofed ell extendsfrom the eest end of the dwelling, and hes asingle st of paired 6/1 double-
hung sseh windows located on itsfaBade The house, the last residentia dwelling planned &
South Middleborough prior to World War |1, rests upon af i el dstonefoundation, isvinyl sded,
roofed with asphdt shingles.

In the spateof building that followed the war, numerous residentia buildings were congmcted
locally, including four within the district, as infill housing on vacant lots between older
properties. The earliest among these isthe Bump-Collins House (ca. 1948), 26 Spruce Stret, a
1'/2-gory, modem, four-by-two bay Cepe, which restsupon a poured concrete foundation. The
faBade condgts of one st of paired 6/6 double-hung sseh windows and an entry of a modem
auminum pand doorflankedby single 6/6 double-hung sseh windows. A brick exterior chimney
deck is Stuated on the house's eestem elevation. The building is aluminum sided.

(continued)
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The Melville T. Matthews House (1949) (Photo 4), 10 Locust Street, isatwo-bay Cgpe-dyle
house aop a poured concrete foundation. The Locust Street faBade congsts of two pairs of 6/1
double-hung sash windows, with a shed dormer located in the roof above, in which are Stuated
two pair of smdler 6/1 double-hung windows. Aninterior brick chimney piercesthe center of the
roof. The south eevation conssts of paired 6/1 double-hung sseh windows and asmall, one-
gory, shed-roofed enclosed entrance porch resting on a cinderblock foundation, with two four-
light louvered windows on the east e evation and three four-light louvered windowsand entry on
the south elevation. The porch isnot original. Located behind the porch isa I'/i-story, gable-
roofed ell.

Across Locus Sregt dands the William L. Gredey House (1950-1951), 9 Locust Street a
three-by-three bay. Cape-style dwelling set upon a concrete block foundation. The faBade (west
elevation) condgs of a cenfral entryflankedby 1/1 double-hung aluminum-framed sseh windows
with coupled 6/6 and 1/1 double-hung saeh windows occupying the remaining two bays. A large
front gable-roofed porch extends from the centra portion of the faBade, and is supported by four
tumed wooden pogs. A mbblestone chimney shaft piercesthe roof on the west dope, and a front
sngle-bay, gable-roofed garage is atached.

Also from the period isthe modified Dutch Colonial Roy B. Horton House (ca. 1950), 581
Wareham Streset, atwo-story, three-bay housewith amodified gambrel roof, having agambre
roof in front and a shed roof in the rear. The centra bay is occupied by ameta pand door and is
flanked by paired /1 double-hung sseh windows to the left and alarge picture window with a
single centra light and narrow 1/1 sddights to the right. Two large but shallow gambrel-roofed
dormers project minimally from the roofline above. In eech are Stuated paired 1/1 double-hung
ssehwindows. An exterior brick chimney is dtuated on the esst end of the houseand a one-dory,
gable-roofed entry addition and semi-hexagond bay window are located on the west end of the
house The house iswood shingled, with an asphdt shingled roof.

Though usad as aresidence since the mid 1950s the Winifred Perry House (ca. 1952). 554
Wareham Street, may originally have been usad for commercia purposes. It isatwo-story,
gable-roofed, three-bay structure with fenestration consisting of atripartite window of 1/1
double- hung sagh and two other double-hung seeh windows, dso /1. An open porch with a
prominent gable roof and small ova-shgped decorative window extends acrossthe faBade, and is
supported by five narrow square posts between which are hung smple wooden rails and square
bauders. Fenedtration on the sscond floor conggts of two aluminum-framed, two-light, diding
glasswindows. On the eest end of the building is a shed-roofed entry addition with a metd-pand
door with nine lightsin the upper half. The building iswood-shingled with an agphdt shingle roof
and an interior brick chimneystack piercesthe middleof the back roof.

(continued)
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CONTRIBUTING OUTBUILDINGS

Contributing outbuildingsin the district range from large bams congtmcted from the late 18*
through the early 20™ century, which are reflective of the district's agricultura roots, to small
garages dating from the early and mid 20* century, which document the transition toa
community economically dependent upon the automobile.

Undoubtedly the ddest bam isthe Par sonage Barn (late 8% c.) (Photo 12), 16 Spruce Strest,
with its mortise-and-tenon consfruction. The faBade of the two-bay, gable-roofed, English-gtyle
bam condgs of alarge vertically boarded, overheed-track dliding barn door in the westem bay
and asimilar, though smdler, door in the esstem bay that isflankedby two 2/2 double-hung sseh
windows. The bam iswood-shingled and roofed with agphdt shingles.

Sightly later isthe one-gtory, three-bay, wood-shingled, gable-roofed, English-style Hunt Barn
(19* c.) (Photo 2). 6 Locust Street, located upon the property to the northwest of the house. A
diagonally boarded, wooden, overhead-track dliding door occupies the centra bay, and is flanked
by 6/6 double-hung sesh windows. Thetin batten-style roof is cgpped with a wood-framed
ventilator with wooden louvers and an asphalt/composite-shingled pyramidal hipped-roof Stuated
upon the roof ridge. Similar to the Hunt Bam isthe large Smith-Wallen Barn (19* c.) (Photo
21), 36 Spruce Street, which sandsto the southeest of the Smith-Wallen-Ryder House. The
bam, alarge, one-bay, gable-roofed, English-style bam, iswood shingled with alarge vertically
boarded wood diding door with atransom of twelve amdl lightsabove. Early photographs reved
aridge-line ventilator, which has dnce bean removed. Nearly adjacent isa small, one-gtory,
wood-shingled, gable-roofed, single-bay shed (19* c), 36 Spruce Street with inward swinging,
vertically boarded doors, probably originally used in conjunction with the bam for an agricultura
purpose.

Two horse bamsfrom the mid 19* century are the SeersBam and the Clark Bam, both stuated
on Spruce Street. The SearsBarn (mid 19* ¢.) (Photos 14,15). 21 Spruce Strest, isa 1 '/2-gory,
gable-end, two-bay, wood-shingled barn. A large carriage bay occupies the eastem bay, whilean
entry consisting of avertically boarded wooden door is Stuated inthe westem bay. A 2/2 double-
hung sseh window is Stuated in the gable pesk. Closdly resembling itindesgn isthe 1/2-dory,
two-bay, gable-end Clark Barn (mid 19* c) . 28 Spruce Streset, that rests upon a fieldstone
foundation to the southeest of the JamesM. Clark House and Store. A large vertically boarded,
overhead-track dliding door occupies the northem bay, 1/1 double-hung sash windows occupy the
remaining bay and the gable pesk. The smcture has overhanging eaves Twin concrete dab drips
connecting the bam enfrance with Spruce Street indicated that the bam wes later usad as a garage
to house an automobile. 1n 2005-2006 the bam was remodded, a which timevinyl siding was
installed over the earlier wood siding and the original 2/2 gable window and &/6 first floor

. (continued)
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window were replaced. Similar in style isthe smdler Feltch Barn (late 19* ¢), 573 Wareham
Street, a 1'/z-gtory, vertically boarded, gable-end bam with two carriage bayswith modem, meta-
panded, overheed garage doors with aband of six lights mnning midway acrosseach door. A

6/6 double-hung sseh window is Stuated in the gable peek. Tothe rear isa one-story, geble-
roofed, wood-shingled addition with two large 12-light windows located on its eestem elevation.

Located to the southwest of the Ssson House isthe 1/4-dory, four-bay, sde-gabled, wood-
shingled Ssson Barn (late 19* ¢), 1 Locust Street, of which the southem two bays are occupied
by entries with modem, wood-panded, sectiond overhead garage doors with cenfral bands of six
lights and the northem two bays occupied by entries with half-glass, wood-panded, outswinging,
vertically panded doors with eight lightsin the upper half of each door. The northem end of the
bam may not be original, as the bay is not contiguous with the rest and is congmcted a a higher
level as well, being Stuated on adight rise of land. A one-gory, shed-roofed addition is atached
to the rear.

Of later vintage isthe Barn (early/mid 20* c), 31 Spruce Street, now occupied as ariding
dable. The 1 '/2-gory, pyramidal-roofed,five-baybam hes vertical-board batten siding. The bays
are occupied from eedt to west by a 1/1 window, alarge carriage bay entrance with avertically-
boarded bam door with alarge square centrd light, a 1/1 window, aformer entry now dosed off,
and a 1/1 window. Aboveisalarge, hip-roofed, wood-shingled dormer with apair of nine-light
casament windows. On the eedt end of the bam isaone-gtory, shed-roofed addition. On the west
end isaone-gtory, hip-roofed addition.

Also reflective of thedistrict'smid 20* -century agricultural pegt are the 1/2-dory, Sde-gable,
three-bay Smith Barn (20* c), 577 Wareham Street, with wide windows covered with wooden
louversflanking a central entry, and the two wood-frame Williams Greenhouses (mid 20* ¢),
566 Wareham Street, which are covered with plastic sheeting, but are now in disrepair. Nearby
dands aone-gory, shed-roofed, wood-sided outbuilding with an exterior concrete block chimney
dack, the heating plant for the greenhouses.

Ironically, for acommunity which wasfransformedin the second quarter of the 20* century by
the automobile, South Middleborough hed initially been resgant, if not hostile, to innovation. A
number of extant smal wood-frame garages dating from the 1920s and later, however, reved the
growing acoegptance of , and dependence upon, persona  automobile ownership during this time.
Among them are the Smith Garage (1920s), 9 Spruce Street, a one-gory, gable-roofed, wood-
dded, angle-car garagewith apair of panded outswinging garage doors with ten lightsin the
upper half of each ganding in the rear of the Cheder E. Smith House, the Hunt Garage (early
20" c), 6 Locust Street, asmal, pyramidal-roofed, wood-frame, single-car building with aset of
vertically boarded outswinging bam doors in the single bay faBade and 2/6 and 6/6 double-hung

(continued)
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seh windows st in the two-bay north elevation standing just north of the Hunt Bam; the Feltch
Garage (early 20* c), 571 Wareham Street, a 1 '/2-gory, gable-roofed, wood-shingled, sngle
ca garage with vertically-boarded outswinging doors with asingle small window and smple
Tudor-gtyletrim inthe gable and achimney sack at the rear; the Matthews Garage (ca. 1950),
10 Locust Streset, a 1 '/2-gory, gable-roofed, sngle-car garage which has single-story shed-roofed
additions flanking the central car bay; and the Collins Garage (mid 20™* ¢), 11 Spruce Street, a
sngle-car, one-story, gable-roofed building with ametd rolling overhead door.

Two additional garagesin the district have been converted from their original use The Ryder
Workshop and Garage (1920), 33 Spruce Street, isaquare-planned, two-by-two bay,
pyramida hip-roofed smcture sanding to the northwest of the Clarence Ryder House The
faBade (eest devation) conggts of two large automobile bays, the northem bay occupied by a
modem sectiond wood-pandled overhead garage door with six lights, and the southern bay by
double-lesfed, vertically boarded, outswinging doors. The south elevation condsts of coupled 2/2
windows in the eest bay and an entry in the west bay. The building was later ussd as a workshop.
More subgtantia was the dteration of the Braley Garage (1922), 22 Spruce Street, originally a
smdl sngle-car garage congructed by South Middleborough contractor Clarence H. Ryder,
which has snce been converted to use as asmadl cabin. Attached to the front of thebuilding isa
smal shed-roofed enclosad entry, beside which is located a projecting picture window conssting
of acentrd 20-light windowflankedby a 1/1 double-hung ssgh window. The building is wood
shingled and hes adeeply overhanging pyramida roof

Such smdll cabins may have been usad to cater to ovemight travelers in the 1920sand 1930s A
similar cabin (early 20* c.) at 567 Wareham Street islocated in the rear of the Old Sione
House. The cabin isasmal, 1 '/2-gory, wood-frame, cross-gabled building. The centra gable is
occupied by a 6/1 double-hung sseh window and panded wooden entry door above, in which is
located adiamond-shaped window with an unusud diagond muntinin the seeply pitched gable.
In each of the two small wings is located two pair of casement windows of 16 lightseach. The
building iswood shingled.

NONCONTRIBUTING BUILDINGS

The thirteen nonconfributing buildingsin the district conds nearly entirely of mid to late
20*-century infill resdential or commerciad congtruction located on the west Sde of Sporuce
Street. Located a 13 Spruce Sireet (2006) is afive-baymodified Cepe, the faBade of which
condgsof an entry with an aluminum pand door with aband of four smal lightsat the top
surrounded by a smple wood frame andfl ankedon each sde by two 6/6 double-hung aluminum-
framed saeh windows. At 17 Somcee Sfreet (1972) isaone-gory, vinyl-sided, wood-frame ranch
syle home with modem aluminum-framed windowsand afront gable roof on the south end of

(continued)
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the dwelling. Next door is 19 Spruce Sfreet (1965). aone-story wood-frame ranch dwelling with
twofront-gableprojecting ells. At5 Locust Street (1994) and 29 Spruce Sfreet (2005) are two-
story, wood-frame, raised ranch housesof four bays The former has a prominently overhanging
seoond floor with afaBade of two 1/1 double-hung, aluminum-framed sash windowsand a
projecting picture window comprised of two narrow 1/1 windowson either Sde of single large
centra light, flanking a recessad entry. At the basament level are two 1/1 double-hung,
auminum-frame saeh windowsand a st of paired 1/1 windowson either Sde of the entry. A
small skylight is Stuated on the agphat-shingled roof. The house a 29 Spruce Street hes 6/6
double-hung sseh windowsin the right bays, and atriple window of 66 double-hung ssehto the
left of the recessad entry. At 34 Spruce Sfreet (1960), afour-by-two bay wood-clapboarded and
shingled ranch-gyle houseis s&t on a poured concrete foundation. Representative of the many
mobile homes established inthe neighborhood during the 1960sis 579 Wareham Street (1965). a
mobile home with an entry undemesth ametd awningflankedby athree-light duminum frame
window and asmall two-light duminum frame window. On the eest end is a large gable-roof
addition, with asa of paired four-light louvered windowsto the left and an endosed porch to the
right, with four large louvered glass windows extending to the floor. Located & 554 Wareham
Street (2008) is alarge, two-story, wood-frame, gable-roofed resdential garagewith two bays.
The building isvinyl sded.

Nonconfributing commercia resources congst of two horse bams and three metal commercid
garages. The bam a 31 Somee Sireat (late 20* ¢.) isalarge, gable-roofed, industrial-type, metal
building. Nearby isabam (mid 20* c.) a& 21 Somoee Sfreet. which is aone-by-two bay, wood-
frame, gable-roofed, vertically boarded building with an overhead garage door occupying the
faBade and two 6/1 windows in the eest elevation. Attached to the rear is a shed-roofed addition
on the eest 9de of which isavertically boarded entry door. Also Stuated to the rear of the
properties on Spruce Sireet are two large metal commercial garagesa 15 Spmee Street (caw 1960,
1986). The oldest isa 1/2-gory, metal, gable-roof,five-baybuilding with afacade conssting of a
central entryflankedby windowsand ameta gable-roofed hood over the entry, with two three-
light windows Stuated above Anindustria-typelight hangsoff center in the gable pegk, and
thereis a shed-roofed addition on the north sde with large commercid-style plate glass windows.
The later garageisa one-dtory three-bay meta garage with three large commercial-type, rolling
overhead doors and ametd gable roof Another commercid garagea 575 Wareham Street (late
20* c.) is located behind the Witham-Boutin House and isalarge synthetic-sded garage st upon
a concrete dab foundation with five garage bays occupied by meta overhead gerage doors. The
sdtbox-gtyle roof isagphat shingled and hes aprominent overhanging eave acrossthe building's
feBade.

(continued)
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LOSSESSINCE 1959 n

Loses within the district Snce 1959 have been minimal, largely as a conssquence of the
economic downturn following the constmction of MA Route 25, which opened in 1966 as ahigh-
goeed route to Cepe Cod superseding Route 28 (Wareham Street). With the opening of the new
highway, which bypassed South Middleborough completely, busnesswithin the district dropped
off markedly, leavinglittle incentive or money to deveop new properties a the expense of
exigting resources. The single loss gopears to have been the small, one-gtory, gable-roofed portion
of the Winifred Perry House a 554 Wareham Strest, which sarved as Middleborough's first
motel. Congmcted sometime in the early 1950s the motel was of very basic wood-frame
consfruction and sat upon a poured concrete dab. Accommodations provided were smple, and
thisfact as well as the limited goacefor expanson, undoubtedly led to the closure of the budness
and the ensuing demoalition of the motel wing in the 1960s or eaxly 1970s. More notable wasthe
loss of the higtoric Stillman Benson House, which stood immediately adjacent to the district's
eadem boundary a 582 Wareham Stregt. Afive-by-twobay, hipped-roof, two-story. Federd-
syle house, with atached ellsand an omate mid-Victorian hood over the front center entrance,
the Stillman Benson housewas anoted landmark and aresource closdly connected with the mid
19*-century devdopment of the community. It was demolished in 2001.

Archaeological Description

Thetown of Middleborough is located in the coagd plain of southeesern New England, an area
recognized for itshigh density of ancient Native American stes. While 233 Nativestesare
known in the town, no Steshave bemn identified in the district, and only six sStesare known in the
generd area(within one mile). Many of the Native stesknown for Middleborough are the result
of a 1991 inventory of ancient dStes, in which information pertaining to artifactsand locationd
information for Steswere collected. Much of the information was old, basad on the recollection
of collectors and family members  Information on Ste type and function wes often besed on
limited numbers of artifactsand speculation. Native Stesdating from the Middle Archaic
through Late Woodland periods were identified during the 1991 survey. Early Archaic dteshave
aso ben identified in the town. While mog dite types have been identified, smdler, short-term
campdtes with low density and low artifact diversity may be characteristic of potential dtesin the
digtrict. Larger habitation type-gtes with high density and diversity of artifacts may be more
common in aressof town near rivers, ponds, and swamplands. Paeoenvironmental
reconstmction should play an important roleinlocating potential sitesin Middleborough, snce
many swamplands today may have been open bodies of water during the Late Archaic Period and
earlier.

Environmenta characterigtics of the South Middleborough Historic District represent locationa
criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of ancient

(continued)
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dtes. Thedidrict islocated on awell drained, level to moderatdy doping outwash plain, indose
proximity to wetlands. An unidentified stream and wetland is located within 1,000 feet of the
northwestem district boundary. A svampland isaso located within 1,000 feet west of the
extreme southem portion of the district. The district lieswithin the Buzzard's Bay drainage. The
Taunton River drainage lies lessthan one miletothewest. Given the above information, the
large dze of the digtrict (approximately 88 acres), the extent of historic period devdopment, and
known regiond pattems of Native American settlement, amoderate potential exigts for the
recovery of significant ancient Native American resourcesin the district. The potentia for
locating ancient resources should be the highest dong the westem district boundary and in the
southem part of the disfrict, where open goeceis present.

A high potential exigts for locating historic archaeologica resourceswithin thedisfrict.
Eighteenth through 20* century institutional, religious, industrial, and residentia-type dtes may
exig in the disfrict, dthough mogt potential Steshaveyet to havetheir locations and integrity
verified. Many potential historic archaeologica dtesmay be concentrated around the junction of
Wareham and Locust Streets, the mid 18*- through 20* -century focusfor the South
Middleborough settlement. No historic archaeologica dtes are recorded in the ditrict or in the
generd area(within one mile). Structurd evidence may survive from the Spruce Medtinghouse
(2774), d0 known as the South Middleborough Church, razed in 1841 prior to construction of
the extant South Middleborough Methodist Church. Similar evidence may survive for an earlier
schoal located on Wareham Stret neer Pine Sfreet, replaced by the extant South Middleborough
Schoal (1882).

Structura evidence may dso exist from the Gammons and Hunt Lumber Mill & the junction of
Wareham and FPine Streets, destroyed by fire in 1924 and not rebuilt. Archaeologica evidence of
two Benson family sawmills may dso survivein the district. Stillman Benson built
Middleborough's earliest and largest sawmill in the early 1850s on Spomee Street near the Cape
Cod Branch Railroad Line. The mill bumed in 1859. Benson raised anew mill in 1859 onthe
south dde of Wareham Stregt a the Ste now occupied by the Benson-Mostrom House (1917).
Structurd evidence may dso exist for the Nathaniel Sears South Middleborough shoe factory
degroyed by firein 1859, and the original dte (closer to the road) of Sisson's blacksmith shop a
1 Locust Road. The location of the Sears shoefactory isuncertain. Local tradition placesthe
dhoefactory neer the earlier Benson Mill around the original South Middleborough railroad

depot.

Structurd evidence may dso exist from 18*' 19*, and 20* century resdences located in the
digtrict. During the first half of the 18¢ century, the original settlement locus of South
Middleborough began shifting from Fresh Meadows a the Weweantic River to the wes, in the
vicinity of Wareham and Locus Stregtsin the district. The latter settlement shift indicates thet
potential 18*- century resdences and/or Stes should exist; however, no historic archaeologica

(continued)
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stesand only one extant resdence, the South Middleborough Baptist Parsonege (ca. 1773) is
known. Potential 19*- century residential Stesmay be more common inthe district. Known
farmsteads and resdences include the Smith Homesteed a the Site of the Tripp House & 31
Spruce Street, and the mid 19 -century Stillman Benson House destroyed by firein 2001 at 582
Wareham Strest.

Structurd evidence of bams, stables, outbuildings, and archaeologica evidence of occupationd-
reated features (trash pits, privies, wells) may survivein the disfrict with ingtitutional, religious,
industrial, and residentia-type stesand extant buildings.

Unmarked graves, outbuildings, and trash depositsdating from the 18* through 20* centuries
may exist a the South Middleborough Cemetery. While the cemetery was established in 1768, it
was not incorporated until 1893. Prior to ca 1929, no plan of the cemetery or any record of the
place of burialsisknown. Asaresult, the Cemeatery Association voted to discontinue the sale of
lots. The sHeof grave lotsresumed in the mid-20* century after cemelery expandons in 1946
and 1954. Given that, the presence of over 200 grave markers, lost gravestones, deteriorated
markers, and local burial practices involving paupers, unknown persons, and other indigents,
unmarked graves, and disturbed burials may be common & the South Middleborough Cemetery.
Prior to 1929, burial excavations often resulted in overlapping buria lots and the disturbance of
earlier graves Pog holes and other evidence of boundary markers may exist a the cemetery.
Structural evidence of bams, stables, and evidence of trash deposits and mortuary-related artifacts
might lso exid.

(end)
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Name of Property

« Statfiment of Significanr.B
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

js_A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Summary

The South Middleborough Historic District retains integrity of location, design, setting, materids,
workmanship, feeling, and association, and iseligible for listing in the National Regigter of
Historic Pacesunder CriteriaA and C & the loca level in the aressof architecture, commerce,
entertainment/recregtion, socia history, and trangportation.

The district megts Criterion A for its association with South Middleborough's 18*- through 20* -
century ingtitutional development, 19*- century deveopment as alumber and milling center, and
20%- century commercia and trangportation development. Under Criterion C, the ditrict is
significant as a collection of architectural resources embodying both distinctive and typica
examples of various architectura styles ranging in date of construction from ca. 1750 through the
mid 20* century. The contributing properties form a cohesve and intact cluster of historic
resources and retain the gppeaerance of a amdl late 19*- century village with an early and mid
20*- century commercia overlay. The extant commercia resources provide Middleborough's
best remaining example of the impact of early and mid 20*- century automobile-related
commercid deve opmernt.

Ore of severd villagesthat comprise the town of Middleborough, South Middleborough is
located nearly a the extreme southeestern comer of the town, near Carver, Wareham, and
Rochegter. The designation " South Middleborough” historically hes been usad interchangesbly to
refer to both the village of South Middleborough centered upon the junction of Locust Street with
Sporuce and Wareham Sireets, as well s the entire southem portion of the town, an areaiincluding
the Highlands, Frances, Mad Mare's Neck, and Rock Village.

During the Contact (1500-1620) and First periods (1620-1675), though South Middleborough's
Native population was minimal, English exploration of the areawas limited. Resdentia growth
occurred aong the west bank of the Weweantic River & an areaknown as Fresh Meadows, a few
miles eedt of modem South Middleborough, following the division of the South Purchasein the
1690s The community became a center of Baptist activism within the area(in distinct contragt to
the Congregationa-dominated Middleborough Center) and becomethe home of the Third Baptist
Churchin the mid 18+ century, a which timethe locus of settlement cameto reside neer the
present intersection of Locust and Somoee Streets. Denominationally distinct and geographically
disant from Middleborough Center, South Middleborough would cultivate an historical tradition
of independence. Mid 19*-century economic growth followed the arrival of the Cgpe Cod branch
railroad in 1848, during which time South Middleborough developed as an agricultural
community dominated by the extendve production and milling of lumber. The surviving
architectural legacy of the industry includes severd 19*- and early 20*-century houses assodiated

(continued)
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with mill owners and operatives, as well as the church, school, and soreswhich they atended
and patronized.

Later, the decline of lumbering in the first two decades of the 20* century would be followed by
the mog significant period of development within the district, aresult of the reconstmction of
Waeareham Street and its designation as MA Route 28, one of two roads linking Baston with
aummer resorts on Cagpe Cod. With the rapid growth in the number of automobiles passing
through South Middleborough, the community's economic attention became focused upon the
provision of busnesses and servicesto motorigts who passed in large numbers through the village
in the years surrounding World War || enroute to tourist destinations on Cgpe Cod. Extant
resources assodated with this devdopment includetwo filling tations, two commercial garages,
anumber of roaddde gands, adiner, and two other retaurants.

Development to 1848

South Middleborough initially developed as the community of Fresh Meadows aong the west
bank of the Weweantic River following the initial division of the South Purcheseinthe early
1690s, with English settlers being atracted by the naturally occurring mesdows located in the
vicinity. There they established homesteeds as well as routes of trangportation linking Plymouth
with New Bedford.

The first 150 years of Middleborough's settlement witnessed the development of a consarvative
religious and socid ethic as the community developed as a center of Baptists activism separate
from the Congregationally dominated center of Middleborough, then located a the Green. This
denominational difference, coupled with the distance between Middleborough Center and South
Middleborough, would foster a South Middleborough along-lived tradition of conservatism,
both political and social, which would distinguish it from Middleborough Center, which
historically would be more diverse, more liberal, more industrialized, and more commerciaized.

South Middleborough's early sgparateness, however, aso encouraged an historic spirit of
independence, individuality, and sdf-reiance first ssen tangibly in the foundation there of a
digtinct and independent church, the Third Baptist Church of Middleborough, and the
community's subsequent designation as apoll parish. Sdf-reiance and independent community
action came to be degply held vaues a South Middleborough, and are reflected in recent history
there, as evidenced by the 1938 establishment of the Precinct Three Improvement Association,
the creation of the South Middleborough Protective Association in 1945, and the completion of
an addition to the South Middleborough School in 1952-1953.

During the first half of the 18* century, the origina settlement locus of South Middleborough
began shifting from Fresh Meadows to the vicinity of present-day Wareham and Locust Streets

(continued)
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land largely owned by Consder Benson, an early leeder of influencewithin the community. Here
were established a cemetery (1768), parsonege (ca. 1773), church (1774), and schoolhouse,
providing institutions that anchored a new community center. However, conflict within the
origina Baptist Church between its minister Ebenezer Jones and agroup of parishioners led by
Congder Benson, resulted in saverd yearsof turmoil within the newly rdocated community.

Ore significant outcome of this conflict was the constmction of the South Middleborough
Baptist Parsonage (ca. 1773) (Photo 11), 16 Spruce Street and the parsonege Barn (late 1IS™
Q) (Photo 12). Following the community's discord with Rev. Jones, which had been triggered by
what Jones felt to be the inadequacy of the community'sfinancial support for the ministry, efforts
were undertaken to obviate this as a source of potential conflict with the creation of aministerid
lot of land which would be devoted exclusively to the support of the local Baptist ministry. In
1773, Condder Benson, James Shaw, and Ebenezer Hackett purchased a45-acre lot on behalf of

a group of 46 individuals from Middleborough, Carver, Rochedter, and Wareham, and the
parsonage constmcted thereon. However, with the departure of the Baptists for Rock Villagein
January, 1795, the location of the ministerial ot was conddered too inconvenient, the parsonage
and bam were abandoned and ownership reverted back to the original group of 46 purchesers.
Ultimately the property was acquired by the First Reformed Methodist Society of Middleborough
for renewed use as aministerial farm and parsonege. 1n 1867, the Methodist Society purchassd
the nearby SearsHouse for use as the South Middleborough Methodist parsonage and sold this
house to Olive B. Shaw (1836-1927), the wife of E[lkanah] Howard Shaw of Carver in 1867, who
in 1900 sarved as the local mail carrier. Shaw's son, Henry H. Shaw (1856-1942) was engaged in
anumber of occupations, including that of produce deder and livery stable operator, running his
budnessfrom the Parsonage Bam during the late 19* century. Henry H. Shaw's son, Arthur B.
Shaw, later owned the house.

Further anchoring this areaas the new village center of Middleborough was constmction of the
so-cdled Soruce Medtinghouse in 1774, aschool of unknown date, and establishment of the
South Middleborough Cemetery (1768) (Photo 35), 565 Wareham Street, upon land provided
by Condder Benson and others. The oldest recorded buria isthat of Josgph Harris, who died on
November 21, 1771. In 1893, the cemetery was incorporated. In 1923, the Cemetery Association
undertook constmction of the South Middleborough Cemetery Receiving Tomb (1923-24),
which, from itsinception as a proposd in 1907, took 17 yearsto accomplish, largely due to the
dearth of funds. 1n 1929, the Cemetery Association voted to discontinue the sde of lots. "Dueto
the lack of any plan of the cemetery or any record of the place of burids, it often hgppened that
lots overlgpped and some of the earlier graveswere disturbed.” Giftsof land by Mrs. Horence A.
(Hunt) Williams of South Middleborough in 1946 and 1954, however, alowed the cemetery to

expand.

(continued) '
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The devdopment of the new village center attracted resdents anxious to be near both church and
school. A number of houses were constmcted in the vicinity of the church including the Smith-
LeBaron-Hunt House (ca 1800) (Photos 2,3), 6 Locust Street. This house has connections to
three of South Middleborough's noteworthy families: the Smiths, LeBarons, and Hunt-Williams.
The original owner gppears to have been Isradl Smith, who farmed the property which extended
northwards to the South Middleborough Parsonage and whose family later became prominent in
the development of nearby Rock Village in Middleborough. The Smiths were succesded a5
owners by Cyms LeBaron (1808-1897), who owned and resided in the house between 1840 and
1888. That year, Charles E. Hunt (1865-1942) purchased the house and surrounding property
which he operated as adairy farm for nearly 50 years (1888-1936), using the existing reex el of
the housefor amilk room and housing his herd inabam (no longer extant) which sood to the
rear of the Hunt Barn (19* c), 6 Locust Street. Hunt was aso alumber mill owner, operating
the Gammons and Hunt mill with partner Ephraim H. Gammons of South Middleborough. There
was little distinction between the position of mill owner and mill operative in South
Middleborough's lumber mills, and Hunt was frequently engaged as the chief engineer in his mill
that was located near Houdlett's Comer (the junction of Wareham and Pine streets) just esdt of
the district. The mill, the last active lumber mill on Wareham Street, was destroyed by firein
1924, a which time Hunt chose not to rebuild. Following this, Hunt remained occupied with his
dairy busnessthat he sold inMay, 1936, and retired. Since that time, the house hes been
occupied by the family of Hunt's son-in-law, Harold A. Williams (1892-1964).

Another house built inthe early years of South Middleborough's development isthe Smith-
Wallen-Ryder House (ca. 1803)(Photo 20), 36 Spruce Street, which gppears to have been built
by Cdeb Maxham [Maxim], J., who acquired the property a the comer of Spruce and Locust
Stregtsin that year and eventually established a 20-acre homesteed. Maxham worked as a
cordwainer, locating a shop as early as April, 1803, on the property and producing shoesfor his
South Middleborough neighbors. In 1823, the property was acquired by Chandler R. Smith (ca
1797-1887), the son of Revolutionary Wear pafriot Samud Smith, with the eder Smith occupying
the housefollowing 1830. It was undoubtedly here that Samud Smith produced his Memoirs of
Samud Smith: A Soldier of the Revolution (1776-1786), which was first publishedin
Middleborough in 1853. Smith's son. Chandler R. Smith, would eventually become prominent in
the community as an entrepreneur, operating amercantile soreand entering into a partnership
with Stillman Benson. The housewes later occupied by Smith's son-in-law, Zalmon T. Wallen
(1835-90), operator of a billiard hal in 1890 a Middleborough, and son of Jacob Wallen, aone-
time pagtor & South Middleborough. Following Zalmon's degth, the house was occupied by his
son, Frank Wallen (1859-1930), who served as the South Middleborough station agent from 1876
until hisretirement in 1922. Wallen's widow, Mary, occupied the home until her degth in the
early 1950s during which time she sold land for the Ste of the South Middleborough Fire Station.

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet South Middleborough HD
Middleborough (Plymouth), MA
Section number 8 Page 5

Romaines History of the Town of Middleboro recounts that the middle portion of the "Stone
House" (1828) (Photo 38), 567 Wareham Street was reportedly built by a"Mr. Manning, a man
of Dutch descent” who "disgppeared from the community” shortly thereafter. Lorenzo Sturtevant
added the wings on either dde of Manning's house, but gpparently ran out of funds, as they were
left roofless. Stillman Benson completed the house, coating the sone wallswith white plaster and
adding adecorétive red bargeboard aong the eaves. The first family to actualy resdein the
housewes that of Calvin M. Gammons, and the house was subssquently owned by his son
Ephraim and granddaughter JennieM. (Gammons) Phillips who rented portions of the "Stone
Houss' as tenements to local resdents. In April, 1932, she sold the houseto Mrs. Katherine W.
Allen of Northbridge, MA, who operated aregaurant therein 1934 known as The Old Stone
House Tea Room. The property was acquired in 1935 by Harold A. Congdon, ., of Clinton,

MA, and hiswife Ruth A. Congdon, who operated arestaurant and ovemight camp and dso
retailed gasoline to pasing motorists bound for Cgpe Cod. In dune, 1946, following the war, the
Congdons sold the property to AnnaB. O'Grady of Eag Taunton, who conducted an antique
budnessthere and who was succeaded in that by Alexander B. Davies in 1954.

Growth in the community's spiritual life during the antebelum period is represented by the
congtruction of the South Middleborough Methodist Church (1841, remodeled 1874-75,1879,
1929-30) (Photo 32), 563 Wareham Street built upon the Ste of the original South
Middleborough church known as the Somce Mestinghouse, which had been erected in 1774.

The Reformed Methodist denomination was edablished in 1814 by Elder Pliny Brett who felt the
established Methodist Church to be in dire nesd of reformation. In 1825, a Reformed Methodist
Congregation was established a South Middleborough and began holding servicesin the
abandoned Soruce Mestinghouse, which had not ssen regular use since the 1795 relocation of the
Third Baptist Church to neerby Rock Village, engaging itsown ministers for that purpose. The
yearsimmediately following the establishment of the church witnessed alocal religiousrevival,
soarked by Brett's preaching in 1827. Following Brett, Rev. Uriah Minor preeched from 1830
through 1835, followed by Theophilus Brown, pagtor from 1841 to 1858.

With Brown's arrival, the Somce Mestinghouse wes razed in 1841 and the present church
building erected in its Sead. Despite the absance of records between 1848 and 1863 (Weston
comments that "there ssams to be no history of it until 1868"), the church gppears to have been
active. Both Parley Brown and Jacob Wallen are listed as Reformed Methodist ministers resdent
a South Middleborough in 1855, when the local Nemesket Garette being "informed by Rev. Mr.
Marksin So. Middleborough', that some 20 of his Congregation have recently indulged hopes
and the interest still continues.” The congregation may have hed difficulties attracting Reformed
Methodigts as preachers, for Markswas followed in the 1850s by a"clergyman of the Chrigtian
Baptist denomination,” Rev. E.\W. Barrows, who settled in the community to which he minigtered
for sevard years. Barrows had formerly held a pagtorate a Lakeville which had experienced "a

(continued)
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plessant revival, and quite anumber of persons professed conversion.”" Barrows witnessed a
smilar, though smdler, revival a South Middleborough, baptizing five candidates on June 20,
1858. It was recorded a the timethat "prosperity and peece atend the society a the Jouth]
M[iddleborough] Chapd. Mr. Barrows ishdld in high eseamsby the people, as aworthy,
efficient, and sound teecher of Chrigtianity." Under Barrows' influence, the religiousrevival wes
still manifest in September, 1858. At the time, the church had some45 membarsand a
congregation numbering between 150-200. Additionally there was alarge choir "that sang with
such spirit," a Sunday School and an "efficient” Ladies Sewing Circle - activitieswhich provided
an important socid outlet for the community.

Significantly, also during 1858, the First Reformed Methodist Society and the Protestant
Methodist Church merged to form the Reformed Methodist Church, by which nameit would be
known until 1869. That year, under the direction of Pagtor John G. Gammons, the church was
once more reorganized, thistime as aMethodist Episcopa Church under the New England
Southem Conference of Churches, thereby severing itsaffiliation with the Reformed Methodists,
a denomination which had begun to wane during the 1840s with itsfounder, Pliny Brett,
eventudly leaving the church.

The South Middleborough Methodist Church was an important influence within the community,
both religioudy (as the arbiter of the community's moras and values) and socidly (as the gponsor
of such organizations as the Ladies Aid Society, Epworth League, Methodist Y outh Fellowship,
and WCTU). Among its most popular eventswes itsannud Sunday School picnic, generdly held
a such venues as Onset and Bates Pond in Carver, which provided the highlight of many
aummeasduring the first decades of the 20* century. Additionally, the vestry of the church,
particularly prior to 1916 when the South Middleborough Grange Hall was constmcted, was
frequently the scene of important community meetings. The church aso conducted well-attended
Sunday School dasses, and the migplesin front of the church date from 1928, planted by members
of the young men'sclass. .

Intimately connected with the church's history isthe South Middleborough M ethodist
Parsonage (ca. 1845) (Photos 14,15), 21 Spruce Street, which weas originally the homesteed of
Nathanid Sears "the gentlemanly Depot and Pos Magter of South Middleboro." Though Seers
aso engaged inthe production of shoes, he failed to establish it as an indudtry, his South
Middleborough factory being desroyed in the 1859. In 1867, the house was acquired by the Firgt
Reformed Methodist Society of Middleborough and served as the parsonagefor the South
Middleborough church until 1982. Because of the number of families inhabiting the house and
the Methodist Society's desireto provide a least amodicum of comfort for its pastor, the
parsonage was the object of frequent renovations and redecorating efforts. 1t was not until 1925,
however, that itwas wired for eectricity, and anather four years before a bathroom was installed.
The grounds of the property were the Ste of a community teimis court (1930-1941), care of which

(continued)
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was teken by the short-lived South Middleborough Athletic Association that was formed in 1936
for that purpose.

Mid 19™'-Century Development 1848-1881

Thearrival of the Cgpe Cod Branch Railroad & South Middleborough in 1848 (where agation
wes edtablished largely through the influence of Stillman Benson) alowed local farmersto
profitably exploit the region’s resources of sanding timber. The generd availability of rail
transgport following the mid 19 century enabled South Middleborough's stgple products to find
their way to aready market throughout the northeestem United States Thus was fostered the
devdopment of a self-sufficient agricultura community dominated by the production and milling
of lumber, but aso including the cultivation of hay and cranberries, and the production of ice and
charcod. Inaddition, the railroad's presance encoureged the growth of ancillary industries
including trunk, box, cranberry implement, and sogp manufacturing, albeit on amuch smaler
e

Because of its superb railroad connections and extensive pindands, Middleborough as a whole
wes able to becomethe predominant lumber producer in the Commonwedlth, emerging in that
role as early as 1880, with South Middleborough's mills contributing much to that achievement.
A number of houses of former lumber mill owners and operatives survive from this period within
the digtrict, and their relatively small scaleisindicative of the fact that fortunes generdly were
not easily madeinlocal lumber milling. Housesremained small and architecturally restrained, as
opposed to more architectural ly-articul ate resdences being built in the center & this time.

In the mid 19* century, the largest parcd of land stretching from the South Middleborough
Cemetery southward towards Fine Street was owned by Stillman Benson (1806-1883), owner of
the community's earliest and largest saw mill, which had been built in the early 1850s on Somee
Street near the Cgpe Cod Branch Railroad line. Following the lossof this seam-powered mill to
firein May, 1859, Benson rased anew seam mill onthe south Sde of Wareham Street on the
Ste now occupied by the Benson-Mostrom House. The congmction of Benson's new mill
provided the impetus for the development of the oppodte (northem) sde of Wareham Street, and
on this land, Benson's son, John S Benson (1834-1917), who was engaged with his father in the
milling of lumber and the manufacture of boxboards, congtructed the John S Benson House (ca
1860) (Photo 47), 577 Wareham Street. The housewes later owned and occupied by John S
Benson's son, John Loring Benson (1869-1958), who sucoseded to the business of the Benson
sawv mill. The house had anumber of subssquent owners including Charles E. Fitch, William
MacNeill (who operated ablacksmith and a smal sore on the property during the mid 1920s),
CB. VanDusn (active in the local Grange), Ogmon E. Otis (who operated aroad sand and
filling station between 1933 and 1935), and IraD. Fowler (who was the owner until 1946 and

(continued)
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who operated a ges dation). In 1952, the property was acquired by Russdll L. and Phyllis Smith
who usad the property as apoultry farm known as Smith and Sons. The following year the Smiths
opened aretail sore in the eedt el of the house, sdlling barbecued chicken, fresh and frozen
broilers, fryers, roagters, fowl and eggs. By July, 1955, Smith hed over 1,000 chickens onthe
farm. Smith was do interested in the breeding of Gaman Shephards as well, and maintained a
kennd onthe premises.

The land to the west of the John S Benson House was sold by the Benson family during this
period as housdaots for resdential congtruction, and four houseswere ultimately congmcted.

The EphraimH. Gammons House (ca. 1870) (Photos 39,40), 569 Wareham Street, was
owned and occupied by sawmill operative and (later) owner Ephraim H. Gammons (1845-1926),
who was active in the South Middleborough church. Gammons learned the sawmill trade in his
early years as an employee in the South Middleborough mills and, in 1898, he entered budness
for himsalf a Benson's Sawmiill, later entering into partnership with Hunt until December, 1910,
when he sold his share to his partner. Gammons aso served as postmeder of South
Middleborough (1892-1926). He was sucoeaded by hiswife, Emma Gammons (1926), and
daughter Jennie Phillips (1926-34), with this house serving as the pogt office between 1892 and
1912, when it wes rel ocated to the South Middleborough store. The housewas occupied by
Gammons daughter Jennie until her degth in 1964.

The Witham-Boutin House (ca. 1862) (Photo 45), 575 Wareham Street, was consgmcted by
John Witham on 4.5 acresof land acquired in August, 1862, from Stillman Benson and was
occupied by himself and later on his son, Edwin F. Witham, owners of Witham's sawmill a
South Middleborough between 1884 and 1907. Themill, which isno longer extant, sood on
Wareham Strest immediatdy north of the district and initially manufactured trunks under the
Withams ownership, but following 1889 focused on the milling of boxboards and the sawing of
lumber. Edwin Witham ultimately relocated to Middleborough Center, where he acquired a more
subgantiad home and served as sdectman from 1893 to 1906. In August, 1892, Witham sold the
South Middleborough houseto Addard Boutin who had come to South Middleborough from S
Isadore, Quebec, with his brother Joseph in about 1888, and was employed as alaborer in the
lumber indugtry. The local milling industry employed large numbers of French Canedians,
primarily as woodcuttersto harvest logsfor the local mills. The housewas occupied by the
Boutin and Perry familiesthrough 1943.

The propaty on which the John Feltch House (ca. 1871) (Photo 44), 573 Wareham Stret
dandswas purchased in May, 1871, by Abiel N. Fuller from Stillman Benson. The house hed
been erected by April, 1873, a& which time Fuller sold the property with buildingsto Eli C.
Adams of Sandwich, who in tum in June, 1883, sold the property to CyrusA. LeBaron of South
Middleborough. The houseremained in the family until 1944 when it was sold by LeBaron's

(continued)
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daughter, LottaA. (LeBaron) Feltch. Her husband, John Feltch, was one of the few South
Middleborough resdents not engaged in lumbering or agriculture, serving as aclerk in JanesM.
Clark's gorefor 28 years (1891-1919). Feltch retired from that business (then operated by
Thomas Brothers) in September, 1919, to become a sdleaman in the clothing trade. 1n July, 1944,
Mrs. Feltch sold the houseto Thomes O. and Ruth B. Jefferson of New Bedford.

The neighboring Feltch Cottage (ca. 1871) (Photo 43), 571 Wareham Street, sharesacommon
history with the neighboring Feltch House, being owned consecutively by Abiel Fuller, Eli C.
Adams, and Cyms LeBaron. In the spring of 1913, the cottage was sold by LeBaron's daughter,
Lotta A. Feltch, to Ephraim H. Gammons who purchased the property as a home for his sger-in-
law, Mrs. Mary ("Minnie") Humphrey Shaw (ca. 1857-1949), widow of Nelson Shaw, who
occupied the houseuntil her death. Subssquently, her daughter, Ethel MariaDeano, occupied the
Feltch Cottage with her husband, Herman N. Delano.

Mid 19*-century residential development aso occurred & the opposite end of the villageon lands
owned by the Methodist Society and others. Here too, near the intersection of present-day Somoe
and Locust Streets, was located the commercid heart of the villagewith stores, a pogt office,
Stillman Benson's original mill, asmall shoe manufactory operated by Nathaniel Sears (the
location of which is uncertain, athough bedieved to have been Stuated nearby the mill) and the
original South Middleborough railroad depot. Though adevagating 1859 fire destiroyed the
industries here as well as the pogt office and railroad depot, development, both commercia and
resdential, continued inthe immediate vicinity, and anumber of resourcesremain attesting to the
mixed residential and commercia nature of the area

Littleis knoan of the John E. Smith House (ca. 1850) (Photo 10), 15 Spruce Street
congmcted upon land on the west Sde of Somee Street long owned by the Smith family. Smith
(1841-1913) served inthe Civil War and, in 1889, was engaged as ateamder locally. His wife,
Sarah G. Smith, was a longtime correspondent for the Middleboro Gazette, submitting South
Middleborough items to that newspaper for some 25 yearsthroughout the late 19* and early 20*
centuries.

Better documented isthe Robert B. Hatch House (1869), 23 Spruce Street, located upon what
was originally Benson Street before itsrelocation by the Old Colony Railroad in the late 19*
century which sought to eliminate a grade crossing. The housewas occupied for nearly 100 years
by three generations of the Hatch family, each of whom was engaged in lumber milling as mill
operdives in South Middleborough and nearby Rock Village. Robert B. Hatch (1830-83) worked
in Benson's geam mill a South Middleborough, and the small house isreflectiveof the living
drcumstances of such men and their families. Though he survived previous injuriesa the mill.
Hatch was tragically killed in 1883 while & work when smck in the heed by a piece of flying
wood, an incident indicative of the hazardsof the milling profession. Hiswidow continued to

(continued)
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resde in the house, later the home of her son Foger E. Hatch (1869-1950). Like his father, Fogter
Hatch was employed as amill worker in the local lumber mills, working as a board jointer. For a
short period (1902-04) Hatch was apartner of George H. Vaughan in the former Witham mill at
South Middleborough. Fogter Hatch's only child, Elmer C. Hatch, made his home here until the
1960s, and was dso employed in lumber milling & Rock Village, among other occupations.

Henry Kirk W. Ryder (1842-1916), like the other home builders on the et Sde of Spruce Strest,
purchesed his house ot for the Ryder-Bisbee House (ca. 1878) (Photos 8,9) at 14 Spruce Street
from the First Reformed Methodist Society in August, 1878, & atime when the society was
divesting itself of itsvarious land holdings. Ryder was a sawmill employee, who in 1889 wes
employed a& Atwood'sbox mill & Rock Village and wes degply interested inthe welfare of the
South Middleborough Methodist Episcopal Church and the South Middleborough Cemetery
Association. In February, 1921, Rev. Robert E. Bisbee (1858-1938), previoudy pagtor of the
South Middleborough and South Carver Methodist Episcopal Churches, purchased the house
from the Ryder estate and resumed his pagtord duties in April, 1921. During the timethe Bisbees
Foent here, the Ryder House sarved as the South Middleborough parsonage. |t was herethat
Bisbee, who held strong views regarding what he saw as the socia imperative within Chrigtianity,
prepared the ssoond edition of his Essence of Christianity (1931). Following his death in 1838,
the housewas occupied by the family of Frank Graham.

The Ebenezer Smith House (1872)(Photo 5). 8 Spruce Street, was built for Ebenezer ("Eben™)
Smith (1841-1886) beginning in June, 1872, upon land acquired that the samemonth from the
First Reformed Methodist Society of Middleborough, and stood directly acrossthe Sfreet from the
household of Smith's father, Ansal Smith. Following Ebenezer Smith's deeth, hiswidow Lucinda
Smith (who was affectionately known throughout the neighborhood as "Aunt Lue"), lived here
with her brother-in-law, Daniel Smith, until her desth. The housewas occupied by the family of
Frank Russdll, who had moved in a the spring of 1907, helping to carefor the elderly Smith. The
Russdls continued to occupy the house until 1920, after which it hed a number of occupants,
including A. Tremaine Smith (aclerk in Thomas Brothers store and later Chief of Police in
neighboring Carver) and Henry H. Shaw (the former livery stable operator a South
Middleborough). In 1941, Shaw sold the houseto Richmond C. Matthews, partner in Thomas
Brothers & Co., South Middleborough grocers.

The Edward E. Sisson House (ca. 1883) (Photo 1), 1 Locust Street, was probably built by
Allen Chamberlain & the timethat he operated the South Middleborough Bicycle Shop. Itis
clearly described in the 1904 valuation list (at which time it was owned by Edward E. Sson) a5
the "Chamberlain House" At the time of its congmction, the house resembled a smple Greek
Revival-gtyle sfructure, but later additions dtered its gopearance. The interior of the housewas
remodded by the Sssons on anumber of occasons 1905, 1901, 1911, and (extensively) 1922,
During the summer of 1916, the main portion of the house was wired for electricity, and three

(continued)
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years |ate the tenement was similarly wired. The home was the resdence of Edward E. Ssson
and, later, his son Elmer A. Sisson, who were long assodated with the business interests of South
Middleborough as operators of the South Middleborough Blacksmith Shop, South
Middleborough Garage, and Filling Station, all of which sand nearby. Additionally, Elmer
Sisson'swife, Lucy (Braley) Sisson, was the owner of Lucy Braley's Candy Kitchen.

The community's mid 19*-century residential growth aso spurred local commercia expanson.
Among the remaining commercia resources isthe JamesM . Clark House and Store (ca. 1865)
(Photo 17), 28 Spruce Street. Previous gores had operated a South Middleborough in the
vicinity of Someeand Locust dreets, including that of Hiram O. Tillson, which was acquired by
Clark, a s captain by occupation, from the Tillson heirs in 1864 or 1865. Clark would have
bean familiar with both South Middleborough and Tillson'sstore, having wed MariaP. Benson,
the daughter of Stillman Benson, as his second wife. The building housed both Clark's home as
well as the relocated store. In 1873, Clark retired from the grocery busnessand in November of
that year sold the soreto his son, James M. Clark, ¥. The soreremained in the Clark House until
1892, when it moved acrosswhat is now Locust Street to larger accommodations in the South
Middleborough Store building. For atime, the South Middleborough pogt office was located here.
It isfrom Clark that the intersection of Somece and Locust dreatstakesthe name " Clark's
Comer."

Recognizing the commercial opportunity presented by the community's residential expangon, in
1874 Stillman Benson and William H. Thomas had congmcted Sisson's Blacksmith Shop and
Garage (1874, additions 1917 and 1923) that they initially lessed as a business venture. During
the 1870s, Edward H. Cromwell of Rochester sarved as the blacksmith, and was succesded about
1876 by Allen Chamberlain. In 1886, Chamberlain quit the association due to ill hedlth, & which
time the shop was acquired by Edward E. Ssson, whose "namewill ever be associated with that
of village blacksmith" in South Middleborough. Ssson sarved as South Middleborough's
blacksmith from 1836 until 1920, when he retired for reasons (like Chamberlain before him) of ill
health. The growing popularity of automotive travel (and the consequent increasing obsolescence
of blacksmithing) encouraged Sisson's son Elmer to constmct an automotive garage in April and
May, 1917, onto the front of hisfather's blacksmith shop in order to cater to the automotive
traffic that was increasing every seeson, atrangition often mede by blacksmiths of the era. The
Craftsaman-style "fine large office" was added to the garage in 1923. It d0 included a sarvice
dation, which sold gasoline, fiiel oil, and kerosene. When the Wareéham Street bypass wes
consfructed in 1925-1926, Elmer Sisson was forced to rdocate the operation across the dreet, and
the garage found other uses, housing Sisson'soil tmcks and later his bottled ges busness,

(continued)
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Late 19f* and Early 2(f* Century Devel opment 1882-1924

Residentia growthin the decadesfollowing 1848 ultimately necesstated the construction of a
new South Middleborough School (1882, one room addition 1952-53) (Photos 33,34), 564
Wareham Street. In 1882, when the schoolhouse was built, it was represented as a greet Sfride
forwardsin providing for the educationa nesdsof the community's youth. In its report for the
preceding year, the Middleborough School Committee had discussed the poor condition of the
exigting schoolhouse, which was located a Houdlett's Comer, particularly critical of its hygienic
deficiencies. Not surprisingly given the strong criticism of the South Middleborough
schoolhouse, the Town of Middleborough voted the following year to replace it, selecting anew
Ste opposite the Methodist Church purchased from Chandler R. SmithinMay, 1882. Warren
Homer Southworth (1835-1916), a member of the school committee, which had so roundly
condemned the South Middleborough School, was sdected to build the new successor
schoolhouse. Southworth was a Middleborough builder and "was & one time one of the busiest of
the craftin the vicinity." The South Middleborough School was recognized a thetimeas a
thoroughly modem schoolhouse, reflective of the school committeg's pronounced views on
schoolhouse hygiene. Asearly as 1900, however, the one-room school (which housaed nine
grades) began facing overcrowding. Under the tutdage of Henry B. Burkland, teacher from 1921
to 1925, the South Middleborough Schoolflourished.Nonethdess, the physical smcture
remaned archaic. The building was heated by wood and it was not until 1948 that a proper
heating sysem was installed. For years, water had to be brought from neighboring houses to the
building, until the completion of awell. When the well experienced problems during the winter of
1935, the schoadl had to resort to the former prectice of trudging water from neighboring homes
In 1942, atdephone was findly installed. Many of the improvements werefinanceddirectly by
the sudents, responsible for various fundraising activities. In 1920, the sudentswere salling
candy inorder tofinanceplayground improvements. In 1929, the building was-reshingled and a
new fence ingtalled about the schoolyard. The school continued to servethe southern portion of
Middleborough until 1990 when it was dosed during the centralization of Middleborough
schools. The school was noted for its annua pageants, usually held at the Fire Station, esch grade
performing a sgparate work.

. i Wi , n
The community's relativefinancial stability during this era and the location of the railroad station
a South Middleborough permitted the community to emerge as an economic locus for resdents
from smaller nearby villages such as South Carver and North Rochester, who frequently shipped
goods such as lumber and cranberries through South Middleborough, and purchased goods in
Clark's store. In 1892, growing business encouraged James M. Clark to move his store across
what isnow Locust Sfreet to the South Middleborough Store (ca. 1890) (Photos 18,19), 32
Spruce Street, where it was alandmark for over half acentury. The new store, while providing
larger and more modem accommodeation, like the old served as a convenient and informal
mesting place for the community that gethered there. In November, 1912, Clark sold the budness

(continued)
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to Robert McLeod, aclerk in the sore snce 1902. McLeod mede immediate improvements,
including electrification in 1913, and the construction of a bam (no longer extant) for the store's
ddivery teams. The gore continued to rely upon the horse-drawn wagons to deliver groceries
throughout the areaincluding Carver, Wareham, and Rock Village. Care of the store's horses was
taken by Arthur F. Nyeuntil 1917, a& which time DavisWilcox took charge. In 1915, when
McLeod retired from the budness, the sore was purchasad by brothers Alvin E., Alfred, ad
Lyman P. Thomas. Alvin Thomas had been aclerk in the sore for both Clark and McLeod, and
was noted for his long tenure of his service, having been employed there snce 1879. The sore
ubsequently became known as Thomeas Brothers Co., and under the Thomases a gradud
modernization of the busnesswas initiated. The firm relied solely upon the horse-drawvn wagons
until May, 1919, when atmck was purchased for ddiveries. In 1920, Thomas Brothers digoosed
of the firm's grain busnessto the Narragansett Milling Co. of Providence. Following the 1929
death of Lyman Thomas, the firm was reorganized, with thetwo remaining partners taking into
partnership clerks Elliott G. Beaton and Richmond C. Matthews. In 1939, Alvin Thomas and
Bedton retired and six years later were sucoeaded by Harlan L. Matthews, who became a partner
of his brother, Richmond. Following World Wer |1, the South Middleborough Store building was
congdered outdated and it was abandoned in 1948 by Thomeas Brothers, which relocated to the
modem gtore on Wareham Street. During 1948 and 1949, the vacant former tore building was
the home of a short-lived musaum devoted to Charles Stratton, the diminutive 19*-century
performer otherwise known as Generd Tom Thumb, whose wife was a Middleborough native
and was mede famous by P.T. Bamum. A portion of the items exhibited later former the beds of
the Middleborough Historical Association's current collection, for which itiswell known.

Despite the economic advances mede by South Middleborough during this period, the outlying
village remained on the periphery of the town, the geogrgphic disance between South
Middleborough and the center creating a corresponding economic and psychologica digance.
The community aso chafed under what it consdered to be high taxeswith few benefits,
prompting efforts within the community to sgparaeitself fromthe larger town, mog serioudy in
1884 and 1885. Thes= efforts failed. The village remained part of Middleborough and one
devoted to agriculture, a characteridtic that further distinguished it from the town as a whole,
which was rapidly industrializing. Because of the agricultural bagsof the community, land
tended to be consolidated and remained in the hands of a few familiesrather than being offered
for resdentid development. The Middleboro Gazette, clearly cognizant of thistradition, musd in
1877, "who ever thought of having ared edate broker in South Middleborough, where the farms
have bean in the samefamily for three or four generations?”

With the arrival of the intemrban Sfreet railway in 1901, South Middleborough became more

accessble, and resdents there could conceivably consder commuting to work in Middleborough
Center, thereby making it ripefor resdentiad development. One extant resource reflecting this

(continued)
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development isthe Middleboro, Wareham & Buzzards Bay Street Railway Waiting Room
(ca. 1901) (Photo 37), 567 Wareham Street. Ultimately, the street railway hed little impact upon
fostering resdential growth in South Middleborough, and potentia property deveopers found
themsdves stymied by itsfradition of land consolidation and landholding. In April, 1908, the
Garzette unfairly sniped: "We hear of parties whowould like to buy land in this locality and put
up nice houses, but those who have land to sdll want it covered with money.” What deve opment
did occur was largely infill development, which focused primarily upon Spruce Sfreet and was
conducted by individuals with existing familial connections to South Middleborough.

Frederick E. Braey (1869-1942) acquired his Somoee Sfreet property in January, 1900, from
Charles E. Hunt, constructing the present Frederick E. Braley House (ca. 1900) (Photo 16), 22
Spruce Street, shortly theresfter. Between 1900 and 1926, the housewas occupied by Braey and
hisfamily, including father-in-law James ("Grandpa') MesseroU, who sarved as the community's
mail carrier between 1900 and 1926. Braey was a shoe cutter, afairly common occupationin
Middleborough, but somewhat atypical for South Middleborough. In 1922, the Braley Garage
£1922), was congructed to the rear of the house by contractor Clarence Ryder to house Braley's
new automobile. The housewas acquired in 1926 by aMr. Small of Dennisport, who conducted a
clothing store in that Cgpe Cod town for 35 years, retiring about 1916. The Smdlls utilized the
house periodically throughout the winters, generaly retuming to Dennigport for eech summer.

The neighboring property to the north was aso devdoped a thistime. The origina house to sand
upon this lot was a"small houss' congtructed by Benjamin Allen Chamberlain, the original
operator of the South Middleborough blacksmith shop, probably ca. 1883, & which time he
purchased the lot from Cyrus LeBaron. About May, 1900, Edwin F. Witham purchased the
Chamberlain House, and following 1901 it was owned by George H. VVaughan, Witham's partner
in the local lumbering milling concem. Sometime between 1901 and 1904, the Chamberlain
House gopeers to have bean replaced by the present George H. Vaughan House (ca. 1904)
(Photo 13), 20 Spruce Street, which isnoted in the 1904 valuation list Somewhat enigmatically
& "unfinished house (Witham)." Vaughan occupied the new house only until Segptember, 1907, &
which time he becamethe sole owner of the Witham Mill and sold this property. In 1923, it was
sold to JamesW. Haire of Lowell and occupied by Haire, hiswife, Florence, and son, Cheder.

TheHerbert W. Tripp House (1908), 31 Spruce Street, was built upon the Ste of the former
homesteed of Henry W. Smith by Herbert Welden Tripp (1866-1917). Preparatory to construction
of the house, Tripp demolished the former Smith bam in April, 1908. The house's foundation wes
consfructed in the following months by Tripp's brother-in-law, John Morrison, and father,
Charles Tripp. Work on the house began shortly thereafter, but the use of old lumber, possbly
taken from the Smith bam, mede"dower work." The housewas complete enough by December,
1908, for the family to move in, "though not really settled.” Tripp, aboxmaker by trade, died in
March, 1917, and the following year hiswidow sold the houseto Nathanid A. Shurtleff. Like

, (continued)
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others a South Middleborough, Shurtleff had a one time been asawmill owner. Mrs. Shurtleff
continued to live in the house until 1940 when Theodore (" Ted") Travaglini of Rock Village
purchased the house Hewas alandscaper by trade and operated the South Middleborough
nursery, originally operating it as awholesde budness, which sold plants to larger nurseries
Travaglini expanded the operation into aretail busness, operating from the large property to the
rear of the house It was probably during Travaglini's ownership that the Barn (early/mid 20™*
century), 31 Spruce Street, was constmcted.

Arthur F. Nye (1873-1927) of Plymouth purchased the vacant Spmece Street | ot for the Arthur F.
Nye House (1909) (Photo 7), 10 Spruce Street, from the First Reformed Methodist Society of
Middleborough on January 6, 1909, and the house completed that year by contractor Josgph N.
Shaw of Middleborough. At the timeof the houseg's constmction, Nye was engaged in the
manufacture and peddling of essences having previoudy been engaged in the work in connection
with hisfather a Plymouth, where they operated Arthur F. Nye and Co. In Middleborough, Nye
continued in thisline of work, presumably manufacturing in the stable, which he hed rel ocated
from Plymouth prior to the construction of the house Nye was later employed by the South
Middleborough store. In October, 1917, the housewas sold to Fred Lamb of Detroit, who
operated asmall roadside stand, catering to passing motorists. In April, 1923, the house was
acquired by Henry and Isabelle Donovan of Boston, who proposed to "carry on asmilar budness
as Mr. Lamb and [moved] aportable gore’ to the lot for that purpose. The busnesswas known as
Cape Sde Shops Because of thererouting of the State Highway behind the Nye House during
1995 and 1926, Donovan was obliged to rdocate his busnessfollowing the dose of the 1925
tourist ssason, reopening a anew location on the relocated portion of Wareham Sfreet in June,
1926. Aspart of hisbusness Donovan operated a gasoline gation with two ges pumps and a 50-
cent "oil buggy onwhedls." The Donovans usd the house dtrictly as a summer homeinformally
known as "Capesde,” retuming to Boston every winter where they were teechersa the North
Bennett Sfreet School, the nation's oldest school of indusfrial craftsmanship.

Following constmction of the Nye House, few other houses were erected in South
Middleborough, which hed fallen into an economic decline during the second decedeof the 20*
century, brought on by the local demise of lumber milling, which itself wasaresult of decreesing
demand for white pine lumber and the growth of the cardboard packaging industry which
obviated the need for the wooden box boards that the community had o prodigioudy produced.
The homes that were constmcted, as before, by individualswith pre-existing tiesto the
community. The bunga ow-style Benson-M ostrom House (1917) (Photo 46), 576 Wareham
Street, was the Benson family's last home a South Middleborough and was erected upon the ste
of Benson's Sawmill which was destroyed by fire on December 7, 1915. The is no record of the
housg's consfruction, built during the summer of 1917, savefor the brief note that "J.L. Benson
and family ... will occupy their new house™” which they did about the start of December, moving
herefrom the John S Benson Housejust across Wareham Strest. In April, 1920, the housewas

(continued)
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sold to Rev. Oscar G. Mostrom of North Middleborough, who meade a number of improvements
to the house, including the installation of a "water sysem” by mid-December 1920. Following
their remova to Wareham in 1922, the Mogroms sold the house to Mrs. Mary A. Atherton of
Dedham, who named the house"White Arbor" and usaed it a8 a ummer house, with other families
occupying it during the winter monthsas caretakers. By 1927, "White Arbor" was being operated
by Mrs. Atherton as atearoom known as the White Arbor Tea Room, catering to Cape-bound
motorists. The teearoom opened under new managament the following summer, and in July, Mrs.
Gardner of Philadelphia, purchased the house Guest acocommodations were added and the
property was operated as the White Arbor Inn. Besides ovemight accommodeations, the White
Arbor dso 0ld gasolineto passing motorists. In January, 1934, Mabel A. Brown purchased
White Arbor, which ghe proposed to "improve for atea room later inthe seeson.” During the
spring, the Brown [H.D. Brown of Mdroseg] used it as a country house. In January, 1950, the
housewas acquired by Muriel M. Cammaretawho with her husband Peter became proprietors of
Pate & Muriel's Resaurant, which weas erected upon the neighboring parcel.

South Middleborough contractor Clarence H. Ryder who was responsible for a number of
dructures including the Grange Hall and Bradey Garage, congtructed for himself the Clarence H.
Ryder House (1919) at 33 Spruce Street. The housemay in fact be a reconstmction of a
previoudy extant ssmcture known as the Tripp House, possibly relocated from the Herbert W.
Tripp House property a Clark's Comer. Undoubtedly to facilitate the nesdsof his contracting
work, Ryder consfructed the Ryder Workshop and Garage (1920), 33 Spruce Street to the
north of the housein 1920.

The Chester E. Smith House (1922) (Photo 6). 9 Spruce Street, was erected by Chester E.
Smith (1873-1934), son of John E. Smith. Chester Smith ssams to have had no particular
professon and was engeged in avariety of lines of work. In 1897, he and his future brother-in-
law, Alfred Shurtleff, who had been working as clerks at the grocery store of Thomas Spooner,
., in Middleborough, purchased the store. Later Smith was president of the South
Middleborough Band (1899), worked as a clerk with Middleborough clothiers Sparrow Brothers
(1905), was a housgpainter (1911-1914), and later found employment &s ateamder (1920) ad
carpenter (1930). He was last engeged as afarmer a the time of his degth.

Many, like Smith, continued to farm their South Middleborough properties, though agriculture
was rapidly declining inthe town as awhole. As late as 1917, it was written of South
Middleborough that "amost anyonewho hes a spot of land that can be conveniently used for
farming are making the mogt of it." Not surprisingly, then, therewas consderable community
support for the establishment of aGrange, particularly given the successof the Nemasket Grange
which hed been formed in Middleborough Center in 1838. The South Middleborough Grange wes
organized with 29 charter members on December 6, 1913, and a hall wes fitted over John
Benson's sawmiill, located on the future Ste of the Benson-Mostrom House. Following the

(continued)
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Decamber 1915 destmction of the mill due to fire. Grange meetings were temporarily held a the
vedry of the South Middleborough Methodist Church, but ultimately adecision was mede to
erect the South Middleborough Grange Hall (1916) (Photos 41,42), 570 Wareham Street.
Prior to constmction, the group wes incorporated as the South Middleborough Grange No. 337,
Patrons of Husbandry. In order tofinancethe new hall, memberswere asked to contribute.
Clarence Ryder built the hall, which was in use as early as Augudt, 1916. The hall served as the
venuefor innumerable Grange and other socid functions for the community. The Grange itself
weas well knownfor severd traditiona functions, including Labor Day dambakes, December
Community Chrigmas trees, whist parties, and agricultura fairswhich have added greetly to the
culturd variety of the community. The Grange remains an active organization.

Early and Mid 2("™ Century Commercial Development 1924-57

Jud as arevolutionary trangportation advance had inaugurated anew historical era in South
Middleborough with the arrival of the railroad in 1848, <0 too would another transportation
upheava, the gppearance of the automobile in the first decadesof the 20* century, herdd anew
period of economic growth, one founded upon the automobile and the passing tourist, and one
which would rouse the community from the economic mdaise into which it had dipped following
the decline of its lumber industry after 1910. The gppearance of the automobile would aso bring
an end to the agricultural basisof the local economy.

During this period, separatis attitudes which had found expresson during the previous decedes a
South Middleborough, though still extant just under the surfece, would be largely overwhemed
by the growing interconnectedness of the town through novel advancesin transportation and
communication, as well as socid changesincluding the centralization of Middleborough's public
schools Nonethdess, the residua feeling of being eterndly short-changed would promote a
political activism within the community that would be respongble for the development of local
grassoots organizations designed to promote the welfare of the community - mog notably the
Precinct 3 Improvement Association and the South Middleborough Protective Association.

Ironicaly, the insimment which wes to provide to many the economic salvation of South
Middleborough - the automobile- was initially regarded as an unwecome intmsion into the
peacefulness of the community. The automobile was consdered annoying with its perpetua
clouds of lingering dugt, and as dangerous, jeopardizing the safety and lives of resddents. Near
weekly diatribes agang reckless and incondderate motorists became a common feature of loca
newsreporting. The routing of State Route 28 (initially one of only two through routes linking
Bogton with Cgpe Cod) through the historic heart of the V|Ilage ensured aheavy volume of traffic,
with consequent accidents and fatalities.

(continued)
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This averson to the automobile underwent adrameatic reversa during the 1920s when the
community began to recognize economic opportunity in the increesing number of motorists
passing through the village, and new resdents moved in to take advantage of the opportunities
thus presented. Following World War |, numerous auto-related budnesses, catering to tourists
bound for or retuming from Cgpe Cod, sorang up in South Middleborough, including filling
dations, restaurants, tourist camps, tearooms, ovemight cabins and motels, and gift shops,
damping the community for the next 40 yearswith acommercid vitality it had never had before.
Existing ssmctures, including the Arthur F. Nye House, Frederick E. Braley House, "Stone
House" and the Benson-Mostrom House were converted to commercid purposes either wholly
or in part and anumber of new structures were erected to teke advantage of the fraffic that
remained heaviest during summer weekends

Many smdl roadsde sandswere hagtily erected following 1924. Notable among these is Lucy
Braley's Candy Kitchen (ca. 1925) (Photos 29, 30), 562 Wareham Street, which originated as
asmal produce stand. Though an dementary school teecher by training, Lucy Braley began
producing candy in the rear of her future hustend Elmer E. Sisson's South Middleborough
Garage and Filling Station to sdll to pasing motorigs beforerelocating herein the late 1920s
Known for her meticul ous record keeping and innovative marketing practices, which included the
mantenance of summer delivery routes in the nearby resort communities of Onset, Wareham,
Mattapoisett, and Falmouth, modded upon the delivery of ice (patrons placing apink card intheir
window to indicatethat candy was desired), Lucy Braley devdoped her budnessinto awell-
known landmark for Cape-bound travders. She became anoted busnessvoman in the areg,
known for her devotion to South Middleborough. A vocal advocate of the rights of smdl budness
owners, she contested Massachusetts  blue laws and taxation code. The Candy Kitchen operated
hereuntil 1978, when it was rdocated to the Edward E. Sisson house. Similar in scdeisthe
1930s roadside stand a 575 Wareham Street, about which little isknown.

While such gtands provided welcome diversions dong the road to the Cape, the relative length of
time required to fravel by auto during the interwar period prompted motoriststo demand more
subgtantiad sarvices, including "food, gas, and lodging,” al of which South Middleborough
entrepreneurs sought to provide. Smdl teerooms serving snacks and light lunches were
edtablished within sfructures which were converted for the purpose such as the Benson Mosfrom
House which operated as the White Arbor Tea Room and the "Stone House," which was known
&5 the Old Stone House Tea Room. The mogt noteble addition & thistime was Sisson's Diner
(ca 1901; addition 1926) (Photos 25,26), 561 Wareham Street that wes established by Elmer
A. Sson to take advantage of the section of Wareham Strest congtructed in 1925-26 to bypess
Clark's Comer. To establish the diner, in 1926 Sson acquired aformer trolley car fromthe
defiinct Middleboro, Wareham & Buzzard's Bay Sfreet Railway and located it onthis property. A
year later, Ssson had the gone and cament wall which sgparaes the diner property from that of

(continued)
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the neighboring church congtructed. To operate the diner, Ssson engeged Harry Clark, who was
later asssted by his brother William L. ("Bill") Clark, who would operate Sisson'suntil the ege
of 78, retiring in 1948. Clark was sucosaded by Adrian Alberti until 1951, and later by Alberti's
0on, Alfred P. Alberti.

Filling Sations were well represented in the 1920s, when regulations governing the retailing of
gasoline were less dringent than today. Occupants of the Arthur F. Nye House, "Stone House"
Benson-Mostrom House, and John S Benson House al sold gasoline to motorists. More
subgtantial was Sisson's Garage on Locust Street. The rerouting of Route 28 in 1925-1926 to
bypass Clark's Comer, however, forced Elmer A. Ss3on to constmct anew South
Middleborough Garage (1926-27) (Photos 29.30). 562 Wareham Street and South
Middleborough Filling Station upon aprime location a the intersection of Wareham Strest and
the new bypass. The two-building complex colloquialy known as Sisson's Filling Station opened
for budnessin March, 1927, and included one pump connected to a2,000-gdlon tank, two
pumps aitached to a 1,000 gdlon tank, and alarge 15,000-gdlon underground tank. Unlike other
dedersin the vicinity, Ssson owned, rather than leased, the equipment, operating the Sation as
an independent gasoline retailer. On the roof of the small wood-frame filling station, Sisson
aected alarge sgn, which advertised Sisson's Diner and became alandmark eesily visibleto
motorists gpproaching South Middleborough on their way to and from the Cepe. By 1950, Sson
had branched into the fuel oil and bottled gas budness serving the areawith two oil tmcks and
one gasfruck, which were housad in the Ssson bam on Locudt Street.

Overnight accommodations a South Middleborough were provided by the White Arbor 1nn,
operating in the former Benson-Mostrom House, and the lessformal motorists ovemight camp a
the "Stone House." In connection with this lag venture is the cabin (early 20* c.) at 567
Wareham Street, which gppearsto have operated as part of the camp.

Though rationing of gas oil, and tires during World Wer |1 naturally greetly reduced traffic on
the road, the number of carstraveling through South Middleborough following 1945 soon
excesded prewar leves, providing the impetus for continued commercia development of
properties fronting Weareham Street. Land for the smal Second Thomas Brothers Store (1948)
(Photo 24) at 560 Wareham Street was purchased December 1, 1947, by Harland L. and
Richmond C. Matthewsfrom Mrs. Horence Williams with the intention of moving their grocery
budness here from the former South Middleborough Store, undoubtedly encouraged by the
modem development of the retail grocery trade. A modem store was quickly built and opened for
budnessin May, 1948, and the wood-frame building a Clark's Comer absandoned. The new
location hed the added benefit of available parking for patrons. The busness was discontinued in
1959, no longer able to compete with nationa grocery chains such as First National and A & P,
both of which opened new supermarkets with ample parking lotsin Middleborough Center in the
late 1950s

(continued)
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Williams' Trading Post (1949) (Photos 22.23). 556 Wareham Street, was established in 1949
by Harold A. Williams, son-in-law of CharlesM. Hunt, to take advantage of summer motor
traffic bound for Cgpe Cod. Plantswere propagaied inthe neerby Williams' greenhouses (mid
20™ c.) and the budness=s offered fresh produce grown by the Williams family, much of which
wes retailed to passing motorigts. Williams' children, Harold Hunt ("Buzzi€'") Williams and Ellen
(Williams) Taylor asssted with the busness. "Over the yearsroofswere added, leaving goece for
the treesto grow up through the roofline, and additiona buildings erected. The annex soon
housad gift items, fabrics, and housgplantsfor many years. Textiles had been [Harold Williams]
origina career.”

Roy's Garage (ca. 1935) at 581 Wareham Street, may have been in operation as early as 1935
when Ogmen E. Otis purchased the dte. 1t was operated between 1947 and 1950 by Clarence
Greenleaf who conducted an automobile repair budgnessa Middleborough Center and would later
menege Elmer A. Sisson'sgss and oil business In 1950, the property was acquired by Roy B.
Horton of Middleborough, who operated it as Roy's Garage until 1977.

Both "Pete & Muriel's" Restaurant (1956-57. addition 1966) (Photos 48. 49). 578 Wareham
Street, and the "Whiteand Gold House," (ca 1958) 544 Wareham Street, were designed
primarily to cater to summer traffic. The former was owned and operated by Peter and Muriel
Cammarata and generdly operated seasondly, while the latter was congmcted around 1958 and
opearated as aredtaurant catering to Cgpe-bound motorigs. 1t was owned by Germaine Doucette
and James Gotham, J. The resaurant took its namefrom the exterior color scheme of the
building.

Mid 2(f Century Residential and Municipal Growth 1924-1959

Despite this commercia growth taking place dong Wareham Street, South Middleborough
remained aprimarily residential community, and the post-World Wer |1 era witnessed the
congtruction of new residential housing, the expanson of municipa services, and the creation of
new socid outlets. The interests of South Middleborough residents were represented during this
period by two local organizations. The Precinct 3 Improvement Association was organized in
1938 to foster the interests of resdents of the southem section of Middleborough as represented
by the third voting precinct, and though founded partially upon the issue of local dissatisfaction
with taxation, over the following yearsthe association would request the continuation of frain
savice, an extenson of municipa water, improved sdewaks, maintenance of roadways,
ingtalation of trafficlights, and prohibition of thefluoridationof the municipal water supply
among other concarns. The assodiation was historically significant, as it provided alink between
the tax-basad separaist sentimentsof the late 19* century with the present-day South
Middleborough Protective Association, a current advocate of the areesinterests and concems

(continued)
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Ore redized aspiration of the Improvement Association was the establishment of abranch
library, which was housad in the South Middleborough Scout Cabin (1909, rehabilitated
1938), 563 Wareham Street. The so-caled cabin actudly begen itslife as a"discarded shed"
owned by the South Middleborough Methodist Church but would become, inessence, a smdl
community center, hosting numerous local eventsas well as providing a home for the South
Middleborough Scouts, and the branch library which was established in 1941. In March, 1936,
the local Boy Scouts, with contributionsfrom the Ladies Aid Society and others, begen
reconstmcting the shed for use as ameeting place, having previoudy met in the vediry of the
South Middleborough Church as well as the Grange Hall. During the 1950s, the cabin often
hogsted square dances and lessonsfor young people and adults. Many of these danceswere
conducted for the benefit of the South Middleborough Protective Association and became an
important socia outlet for the community. Other church-rdated organizations used the cabinfor
their mestings as well, including the Methodist Y outh Fellowship.

Y et another god for the Protective Association was improved fire protection, aproject later
undertaken by the South Middleborough Improvement Association, founded in 1945. For
generations, fire had been a condant threat, not only to the village's housesand sawmills (which
were epecidly prone to fire), but dsoto the great tracts of anding timber, the resource upon
which the prosperity of the community was based. To combeat thesefires. South Middleborough
relied upon acommunity effort and often the goodwill of local workers. Although the Protective
Association hed agitated for better fire protection as far back as 1941, it hed failed to secure a
permanently based engine. Consequently, the community took it upon themsalvesto build afire
engine from scratch, employing donated parts. The completed engine was leased to the town and
the Protective Association to attend to the community's fire protection needs The engine wes
initially housed isthe Ssson Bam (late 19* century) 1 Locust Street, and the letter "PRECINCT
3 FIRESTATION" may still be discemed abovethe bam'swestemmost bay, though the paint
hes grestly faded. The Ssson Bam was ultimately succesded by the South Middleborough Fire
Station (1955-57) (Photo 36), 566 Wareham Street. Constmction of the station was undertaken
by the Protective Association in 1955 and took some two yearsto complete, snce itwas largely a
volunteer effort. By 1956, the station was in operation with one call captain and 12 call men.
Since its congtruction the fire station hes served as acommunity center for South Middleborough,
being the ste of anumber of events. Community dambakes were long held beneeth the payilion
(ca 1955) that dandsto the rear of the fire station.

Despite these changes. South Middleborough remained, aboveall, aresdential community.
Though no new housing was built during the depressad economic climate of the late 1920s and
19305, two houseswere constimcted just prior to World War |11, and anumber following the war
in the generd gpate of constmction that occurred in the pos-war era

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet South Middleborough HD
Middleborough (Plymouth), MA

Section number 8 Page 22

Though the Wilbur family was prominent in the neighborhood and particularly active in the South
Middleborough Church, the family owned the land upon which the Alden D. Wilbur House
(1940-41), 27 Spruce Street, dts as early as 1918, it was not until years later that the housewas
erected. Mr. Wilbur was employed by the Randal Motor Company. The family would own the
house, which was noted for its gardens, until 1981.

The Everett W. Collins House (early 20* c), 11 Spruce Street was the last house completedin
the district prior to implementation of wartime restrictions that would severdy curtail resdentia
congtruction work. The housewas reconstmcted from what ssams to have been an earlier
sructure located upon Smith family land by Chester E. Smith's son-in-law, Everett W. Collins
(1914-81) of Carver. In 1950, Collins moved to the Bump-Collins House (ca. 1848). 26 Spruce
Street. Built by Benjamin J. Bump, anephew of Lavinia Warren (Bump) Stratton, anoted 19
century performer and the wife of Charles Sherwood Stratton (eka Generd Tom Thumb). The
Bumps lived only briefly in the house, during which timethey displayed their extensve
collection of Tom Thumb memorabiliain the vecant South Middleborough Store, which operated
for aghort time as amuseum devoted to the Sfrattons. The house was subsequently owned by the
Collins family from 1950 through 1985.

The property for the Melville T. Matthews House (1949) (Photo 4), 10 Locust Street, was
acquired in August of 1947 by the Matthews from Florence A. Williams, being part of the Smith-
LeBaron-Hunt homestead. Located acrass Locust Street isthe William L. Greeley House (1950-
1951) at 9 Locust Street. Gredey (1917-1975) was an employee of Elmer A. Sisson for about 40
years, serving Sson inanumber of capadities, including as driver of one of Sisson's school
busesfor more than 35 years. Additionally, Gredey sarved as a lieutenant for South
Middleborough's Engine Six, secretary and treesurer of the engine for 31 years, and was along-
time member of the Protective Association. Gredey had been instmmenta in the constmction of
the original piece of gpparatus To be closer to hiswork, Gredey had this house congructed,
relocating from Rochester where he had resded snce 1939, and building upon land acquired
from Mary A. Wallen.

At opposite endsof the district are the Roy B. Horton House (ca. 1950), 581 Wareham Streset,
which was occupied by auto repairman Roy B. Horton, the owner of Roy's Garage until 1977,
and the Winfred Perry House (ca. 1952) at 554 Wareham Street, owned by the proprietress of
the first motel in Middleborough a portion of which isincluded in thisbuilding. The smdl ell
which houses the motel rooms and which was congmcted & thistime is no longer extant.

(continued)
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South Middleborough since 1959

Asthe opening of therailroad in 1848 and the reconstmction of Wareham Street in 1925-1926
had inaugurated unprecedented economic and socia change in South Middleborough, o, too, did
the opening of MA Route 25 (now 1-495) in 1966. While desgnated smply to facilitatethe flow
of traffic to and from Cgpe Cod and to ees= congestion and reduce accidents along Route 28, the
new highway completely bypassed South Middleborough and in so doing undermined the
economic vitality of the community. The subssquent period of economic decline as busnesses
edablished during the first half of the 20* century succumbed to the conssquencesof ever-
decreasing traffic was described by busnessvoman Lucy Braley Ssson "asif abig black curtain
[hed] lowered." Only those busnesses that could rely on aloyal local customer base such asthe
diner, Braley's Candy Kitchen, and Williams' Trading Pogt would be abdle to weether the
changing circumgtances.

Contemporaneoudy, large-scde industria operations incompatible with the residential and smdl
bugness character of the district begen to be established in the vicinity, including the
Southesgtern General Lumber Yard (1962) & Houdlett's Comer. Because of itsrelatively
Foar=ly populated expanse, outsders increesingly saw South Middleborough asadtefor

deved opments which were not desired dsawhere in town. Ironically, the decreesein traffic
congestion resulting from the opening of Route 25 dso made the area attractive in the eyes of
residentia property developers, who regarded the large tracts of unintermpted land as suitable
stesfor subdivisons. While the community successfully opposed what it feared would be arash
of uncontrolled mobile home development in the 1960s, areesimmediately to both the west and
north of the district did witness the constmction of anumber of small-scaeresdentia
aubdivisonsthree decades later. Y et, despite the growing population of the areg, the community
was not able to maintain its school, which hed for <o long helped foster its unique identity, and in
1990 the South Middleborough school dossd when the town's public schools were cenfrdized as
a cog-saving meesure.

In 2001, the early 19*-century Stillman Benson House a 582 Wareham Street was demolished
for the creetion of an industria-scale loam operation, despite the wishes of the community es
indicated by the grange, which caled for the sfructure's preservation. While its loss provided
detrimenta to the historic resources of the community, it provided impetusfor arenewed
as=mant and avareness of South Middleborough's cultura resources. Since that time, efforts
have been undertaken by the community to resore and rehabilitate various smctures, mostly
notably the school which is presently being rehabilitated under the aegis of the Protective
Association for use asacommunity center and small museum. Sisson's Diner hes o undergone
restoration work, which has reveded some of the distinct features of the trolley car that comprises
its main section. A number of homes and gmctures in the areg, including the Smith-LeBaron-
Hunt House, the Nye House, the Ryder-Bishee House, the VVaughan House, the Baptist

(continued)
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Parsonege, the Smith-Wa len-Ryder House, the Feltch House, and the roadside dand a 575
Wareham Sireet have undergone restoration work in the past severd years, reflecting the pride in
the community that residents havetraditionally held.

Archaeological Sgnificance

While numerous ancient Sites have been recorded in the town of Middleborough and severd Stes
have achieved regional importance, only smdl portions of the town have been systematically
aurveyed, limiting the local and regiond vaue of these archaeologica recoveries. Mogt dtes in
the town have been identified on the bass of limited artifact collections and the recollections of
collectors. Little reliable information relating to Ste type and function is known on a site specific
bads and any town wide pattems or modds are, a best, fragmentary. Given thisinformation, any
dteslocated in the proposed district or in the town of Middleborough could be significant. Any
artifact or feature recoveries from dteswithin the district may contribute important information
relating to that site's function and type. That information might in tum enablethe Ste to be
integrated into a sysematic community-wide sudy of ancient Native American subdgence and
stlement pattems for the town. Ancient Stesin the district may contain information that hdps
undergand the growth of Contact period core aressin thisregion and their relationship to other
important core areas within the Buzzard's Bay and nearby Taunton River drainage. Lithic
materids and other archaeological resources a Stesin the district might dso contain information
that helps undersand patterns of development in the areaiincluding the growth of the Small
Stemmed Point Tradition as an in situ development for the southeastem M assachusetts region.

Historic archaeologica resources described in this nomination may contribute important
information related to the growth of South Middleborough after itsmid 1 SM-century  settlement
shift from the Fresh Meadows area.on the west bank of the Weweantic River to the area centered
a thejunction of Wareham Strest and Locust Street. Historical and archaeological resources may
confribute detailed information on many of the socid, cultural, and economic characteristics
responsible for the goalh of the South Middleborough Historic District from the mid 18*
through 20* centuries. Historic archaeological resources may document the district and southem
part of town as it evolved from an agricultural settlement with limited industry in the 18 and
early 19* centuries to aperiod of economic growth dominated by agriculture and the extensve
production and milling of lumber in the mid 19*-century. Additional historical research,
combined with archaeologica survey and testing, may locate 18*- and 19*-century farmdeads
and resdences presently unknown in the district. These resources can be significant to this
nomination by contributing important information related to the 18*-century settlement or
community besefromwhich later 19%- and 20*-century ingtitutional, religious, industrial,
commercia, and residentia growth occurred. Information related to 18* and 19* century
farmgteads may contribute important information related to agricultura technologies, family life

(continued)
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during the period, and additional trades or occupations that may have supplemented an
agricultural lifestyle and economy. Archaeologica research may dso identify important
architectura characterigtics of buildings no longer extant, especidly 18*-century buildings, for
which only one known example survives. Historical and archaeologicd evidence may exist for
various cottage industries including cordwainers or shoe manufacture that may have contributed
the formative basefor mgor industries in the mid 19* century. Much of theinformation
described above can be obtained through detailed andyd's of occupationa-related features (frash
pits, privies, wells) and the ssmctural remains from outbuildings associated with both
archaeological dtesand extant resdences. Unfortunately, only one extant 18*-century resdence,
the Baptist Parsonage and bam at 16 Somee Sfreet, and no archaeologica dtes have been
identified in the district, making any 18*-century dStesand buildings extremey important.
During the 19* century, archaeological dtes and extant residences are more common with
examples gpanning mogt 19 century periods. Potentia dtesof 19*-century homesinclude the
dte of the Stillman Benson House at 582 Wareham Street and the former homestead of Henry W.
Smith a 31 Somee Stredt.

Archaeological ressarch may contribute important architectural and settlement information
related to the ingtitutional/religious buildings that comprised the core of the new South
Middleborough settlement after its shift from Fresh Meadowstto its present location around the
junction of Wareham and Locust Streats. Historical research combined with archaeological
urvey and testing may contribute important information related to the location, integrity,
architecturd characterigtics, and occupationa-related features associated with the Spruce
Mestinghouse (1774), dso known asthe South Middleborough Church, aschoolhouse, and extant
parsonagewith bam. The cemetery, a0 located in thisareq, isdiscussad further below.

Higtorical and archaeologica research a indusfrial stesin the district may contribute important
information related to the 19*-century settlement and economic prosperity of the district.
Stmctura evidence from the Benson sawmills may contribute information related to the
architectura characteristics of each mill, sawmill technology, and the loca relationship between
agricultural and industrid production. Important information may dso exist that documents the
development of geam power and its application to sawmill technology. Potentid archaeological
resources associated with the Nathaniel Sears hoe manufactory may contribute important
information related to shoe manufacturing technologies and the relationship of potential 18*- and
early 19*-century shoemaking cottege industries with agricultural production and later 19*
century shoe production. Structural evidence from the original dte of Sisson's Blacksmith Shop
and detailed andyds of occupationd-rdated features may contribute important information
reated to 19*-century blacksmithing technologies and the relationship of the Ssson shop with
loca agricultural and industria production.

‘ (continued)
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Historical and archaeologica resources assodated with the South Middleborough Cemetery may
a0 contribute important information related to the evolution of the cemetery and residents of the
digtrict locale. Archaeological resources a the cemetery may be especialy important Snce, prior
to ca 1929, no plans for the cametery or records of burid locations isknown. 1t has been
reported that among over 200 documented burials, grave lots often overlgpped and earlier graves
were disturbed. Additional historical research, combined with archaeologicd survey and testing,
can locate al graveswithin the cemetery, their intemal configuration, and extent thet later burias
were intrusveinto earlier graves. Careful mapping of burials may contribute important
information related to burial paitems a different points in time, changesto those pattems, ad
boundaries of the cemetery.

Detailed andlyds of the contents of burials may contribute important information related to the
physica characterigtics and socid, cultural, and economic characterigtics of resdents in the South
Middleborough locdle over time. Ogteological sudy of skeletal remains may contribute
important information related to the overal hedth, dature and pathologies that affected the South
Middleborough population over time. Information rdated to the socid, cultural, and economic
characteridtics of resdents in the areamay be obtained through results of the osteologica study,
detailed andlyss of material culture items in each burial, gravestone art, and the overall context of
individual or groups of burials.

, (end)
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this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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GEOGRAPHICAL  DATA
Boundary Description

Beginning a a point in the southeest Sddine of Wareham Street, being the northeest comer of
Middleborough Assessor's Map 94, Lot 6032 (94/6032), then

southwest 125 feet to the northwest comer of 94/6032 and the northeast Sddline of
Spomee Strest, then

-in agraight line crossng Somcee Siregt to the southeast Siddline thereof and the northesst
comer of 94/6064, then

southwest 921.87 feet by the northwest sdeline of 94/6064 to the northwest comer
thereof, then

utheest 256 feet by the southwest sideline of 94/6064 to the southeast comer thereof,
being dso the northwest comer of 101/483, then

utheest 750 feet by the southwest sideline of 101/483 to the southeast comer thereof,
being dso the northwest comer of 101/1349, then

utheest 740 feet by the southwest sSiddline of 101/1349 to the southeest comer thereof,
being dso the northwest comer of 101/2136, then

outheest 80 feet by the southwest Siddline of 101/2136 to the southeast comer thereof,
being dso the northwest comer of[01/2241 ,then

outheest 240 feet by the southwest Sdeline of 101/2241 to the southeest comer thereof,
being dso the northwest comer of 101/2248, then

southesst 120 feet by the southwest Sddline of 101/2248 to the south comer thereof and
the west sddine of Somce Stredt, then

in adraight line crossng Somcee Street to the eedt Sddline thereof and the southwest
comerof 101/3022, then

outheedt by the southwest sddline of 101/3022 and the southwest sddine of 101/2251
to the southesst comer thereof, then

northeast 80 feet by the sddline of 101/2251 to a point, then

northwest 653.4 feet by the sddine of 101/2251 to apoint, then

northeast 645 feet by the eest Sdeline of 101/2251 to the northeast comer thereof, being
a0 the southeest comer of 101/1644, then

northesst 185 feet by the southeest Sddline of 101 /1644 to the southesst Sideline of
Wareham Stredt, then

southeest 18.71 feet by the southwest Sddline of Wareham Street to the northwest comer
of 101/1658, then

south 62-11-00 west 11645 feet by the west Sddline of 101/1658 to a point, then

south 39-45-00 west 107 feet by the west Sddine of 101/1658 to a point, then

north 76-27-00 west 90.7 feet by the west sideline of 101/1658 to a point, then

south 63-35-00 eedt 114.5 feet by the west Sideline of 101/1658 to apoint, then



WPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet souh Modooough HD

Middleborough (Plymouth), M A
Section number 10 Page _2

south 21-15-00 west 199 feet by the west Sdeline of 101/1658 to the southwest comer
thereof, then

south 45-30-00 eet 111.75 by the south siddline of 101/1658 to the southeest comer
thereof, being dso the southwest comer of 101/1688, then

south 45-30-00 eet 121.55 feet by the southwest sideline of 101/1688 to the southeast
comer thereof, being aso the southwest comer of 101/1694, then

south 45-30-00 eest 185.23 feet by the southwest Sdeline of 101/1694 to the southeest
comer thereof, then

northeast 528 feet by the southeest Sdeline of 101/1694 to the northeast comer thereof
and the southwest Sddline of Wareham Stret, then

in agtraight line crossing Wareham Street to the northeast Sideline thereof and the
outheest comer of 101/1663, being aso the southwest comer of 102/947, then

south 54-15-00 eedt by the northeast Sddine of Wareham Street and the southwest
dddine of 102/947 to the southeest comer thereof, being dso the southwest comer of
102/949, then

southesst 256.06 by the northeast Sde of Wareham Sireat and the southwest Sddline of
102/949 to the southeast comer thereof, then

north 66-41-00 esst 213.85 feet by the eest Sddine of 102/949 to the northwest comer
thereof, then

north 27-75-00 west 213 feet by the north siddline of 102/949 to the northwest comer
thereof, being a point in the east Sddline of 102/947, then

north 34-45-00 esst 53.62 feet by the eest Sddline of 102/947 to the northeast comer
thereof, then

north 65-21-00 west 111.69 feet by 102/947 to a point, then

south 68-14-00 west 27.57 feet by 102/947 to the northwest comer thereof, being dso a
point in the eest Sddline of 101/1663, then

north 69-38-00 esdt 284.82 feet by the et Sddline of 101/1663 to the northesst comer
thereof, then.

north 60-15 west 112.8 feet by the north sdeline of 101/1663 to the northwest comer
thereof, being dso apoint in the eedt Sddline of 101/888, then

south 23-44-00 west by the eest Sdeline of 101/888 (being dso the west siddline of
101/1663) to the southeast comer of 101/888, being dso the northeast comer of

101/1629,then
northwest 365.65 feet by the north sddine of 101/1629 to the northwest comer thereof,
then

southwest by the west siddline of 101/1629 to the northeast comer of 101/1616, then
north 33-34-50 west 74.24 feet by the north sdeline of 101/1616 to the northwest comer
thereof, being dso the northeast comer of 101/1615, then

north 33-34-50 west 90.63 feet by the north sdeline of 101/1615 to the northwest comer
thereof, being a point in the eest Sddine of 101/1611, then

north 19-04-02 esst 85 feet by the eedt Sddline of 101/1611 to the northeast comer
thereof, then
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northwest 398.18 feet by the east Sddine of 101/797 to the northemmost comer therof,
then

southwest 310.67 feet by the north sddline of 101/797 to an angle, then

southwest 54.05 feet by the northwest sdeline of 101/797 to an angle, then

south 165.15 feet feet by the west Sdeline of 101/797 to an angle, then

south 114.75 feet by the west Sddine of 101/797 to an angle, then

south 47-62-00 west 110.5 feet by the northwest sideline of 101/797 to the esst comer of
101/782,then

northeast 84.07 feet by the sddine of 101/782 to apoint, then

northwest 433.24 feet by the eest Sddine of 101/782 and the eest Sdeline of 101/719 to
the northeast comer thereof, then

west 90-00-00 263.03 feet by the north sddine of 101/719 to the northwest comer
thereof, then

southwest 201.55 feet by the west Sddline of 101/719 to the southwest comer thereof,
being dso the northeast comer of 101/696, then

north 57-00-00 west 80.5 feet by the north sideline of 101/696 to a point, then

south 80-30-00 west 269.11 feet by the northwest Sddine of 101/696 to the southwest
comer thereof and the northeast sddine of Wareham Stredt, then

in agtraight line crossng Wareham Siret to the south sideline thereof and the northwest
comer of 101/685, being dso the northeest comer of 101/566, then

northwest 736.42 feet by the southwest sddine of Wareham Street and the northesst
dddine of 101/566 to the north comer thereof, being d o the southeest comer of
946/6185,then

northwest 172.75 feet by the southwest sddine of Wareham Street and the northesst
dddine of 94/6185 to the northeest comer thereof, being dso the southeast comer of
94/6154,then

northwest by the southwest sdeline of Wareham Street and the northeast siddline of
94/6154 to the northwest comer thereof, being dso acomer of 94/6118, then

north 53-52-80 west 130.24 feet by the southwest Sddline of Wareham Street and the
northeast sideline of 94/6118 to the northeest comer thereof, being a0 the southeest
comer of 94/6032, then

northwest 170 feet by the southwest sdeline of Wareham Street and the northeast
sSiddline of 94/6118to the northeast comer thereof, being aso the point of beginning.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries follow legally recorded property boundary lines and roads and incorporate the
full extent of contiguous and intact, historic and architectura resources associated with activity
within the district during its period of significance.
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PHOTOGRAPHS * <v

Photographer: Michael J. Maddigan, Middleborough HC '
Daes May, 2005- March, 2007, January, 2009

(The source for dl historic photogrgphsisMichad J. Maddigan)
Address Middleborough Historical Commission

N

N
Bmggpm.\l@w. w

N

21.

22,
23.
24.
25,

26.
27.
28.

10 Nickerson Avenue
Middleborough, MA 02346

Edward E. Ssson house, 1 Locust Street, |ooking southeest

Smith-LeBaron-Hunt House, 6 Locust Street, 1ooking northwest, showing aportion of the
Hunt Bam in right background

Smith-LeBaron-Hunt House, 6 Locust Strest, 1900 view

Melville T. Matthews House, 10 Locust Street, looking north

Ebenezer Smith House, 8 Somcee Stredt, 1ooking northeest

Chegter E. Smith House, 9 Somee Stredt, 1ooking northwest

Arthur F. Nye House, 10 Somee Siret, [ooking north

Ryder-Bisbee House, 14 Spruce Street, looking north, showing ell and garage
Ryder-Bisbee House, 14 Soruce Street, |ooking north

. John E. Smith House, 15 Somee Street, |ooking northwest

. South Middleborough Baptist parsonege, 16 Somoee Street, |ooking southesst

. Parsonage Bam, 16 Spruce Street, |ooking northeest

. George H. Vaughan House, 20 Somee Stredt, |ooking southeest

. South Middleborough Methodist Parsonage and Sears Bam, 21 Somcee Strest, looking

west

. South Middleborough Methodist Parsonege and Sears Bam, 21 Somcee Street. 1958 view
16.
17.
. South Middleborough Store, 32 Somee Street, [ooking northeast
19.
20.

Frederick E. Brayley House, 22 Sporuce Stre<t, |ooking esst
James M. Clark House and Store, 28 Soruce Strest, 1ooking north

South Middleborough Store, 32 Sporuce Street. 1915 view
Smith-Ryder-Wallen House, 36 Somee Stre<t, 10oking northeast
Smith-Ryder-Wallen Bam, 36 Somee Street, |ooking northesst
Williams' Trading Pogt, 556 Wareham Street, |ooking northwest
WilliamsTrading Pogt, 556 Wareham Stre<t, earliest (central) section, looking northwest
Sacond Thomas Brothers Store, 560 Warenam Stredt, [ooking west
Sisson's Diner, 561 Wareham Street, |ooking northesst and showing aportion of the
South Middleborough Scout Cabin in the right background
Sisson's Diner, 561 Wareham Street, |ooking northwest
Lucy Braley's Candy Kitchen 562 Wareham Street, |ooking northwest
Lucy Braley's Candy Kitchen, 562 Wareham Stredt, late 1930sview
(continued)



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet souh Viddebooough HD
Middleborough (Plymouth), MA
Section number photos Page 2

29. South Middleborough Filling Station, 562 Wareham Siregt

30. South Middleborough Filling Station, 562 Wareham Street, 1930 view

31. South Middleborough Scout Cabin, 563 Wareham Street, looking northwest

32. South Middleborough Methodist Church, 563 Warenam Sireet, 1ooking northeest and
showing the South Middleborough Cemetery behind and the Cemeatery Receiving Tomb
in right background

33. South Middleborough School, 564 Wareham Street, |ooking southwest

34. South Middleborough School, 564 Wareham Street, ca,. 1915 view

35. South Middleborough Cemetery, 565 Wareham Street, 1ooking northwest from Wareham
Street and showing the South Middleborough Methodist Church inleft background

36. South Middleborough Fire Station, 566 Weareham Street, 1ooking southwest

37. Middleboro, Wareham & Buzzards Bay Street Railway Waiting Room, 567 Wareham
Street, looking northeest

38. "Stone House," 567 Wareham Street, looking northeest

39. Ephram H. Gammons House, 569 Wareham Street, |ooking north

40. Ephraim H. Gammons House, 569 Wareham Street, ca. 1915 view

41. South Middleborough Grange Hall, 570 Wareham Stret, |ooking southwest

42. South Middleborough Grange Hall, 570 Wareham Sireet, ca. 1916 view

43. Feltch Cottage, 571 Wareham Stredt, looking northwest

44. John Feltch House, 573 Wareham Street, 1ooking northwest

45. Witham-Boutin House, 575 Wareham Street, 1ooking northwest

46. Benson-Mogtrom House, 576 Wareham Street, 1ooking southwest '

47. John S Benson House, 577 Wareham Street, 1ooking northeest

48. Pete & Muriel's, 578 Wareham Street, |ooking southeest

49. Pete& Muriel's., ca 1960 view (from 1964 pogicard, Y ankee Colour Corp.,
Framingham, MA)
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101-1462

101-1456
101-1425

101-1457
101-1443

094-6032
094-6064

094-6039
094-6067

094-6095
094-6148
094-5099
101-483

094-6176
101-511
101-517
101-524
101-549
101-552

101-575
101-1332

SOUTH MIDDLEBOROUGH HD, MIDDLEBOROUGH (PLYMOUTH), MA
Assessor's Map# MHC# Name/Function

164 Edward E. Sisson House
Blacksmith Shop & Garage

Sisson Barn
house
785 Smith-LeBaron-Hunt House
Hunt Barn
garage
786 William L. Greeley House
787 Melville T. Matthews House
Matthews garage
788 Ebenezer Smith Housse
789 Chester E. Smith House
Smith garage
790 Arthur F. Nye House
Everett W. Collins House
Collins garage
house
Ryder-Bisbee House
792 John E. Smith House
commercial garage
commercial garage
793 Baptist Parsonage
Parsonage Bam
house
house
George H. Vaughan House
795 Parsonage
Sears Bamn
barn
796 Fredericl< E. Braley House
Braley Garage
Robert B. Hatch House
Bump-Collins House

Street Address

1 Locust Street

5 Locust Street
6 Locust Street

9 Locust Street
10 Locust Street

8 Spruce Street
9 Spruce Street

10 Spruce Street
11 Spruce Street

13 Spruce Street
14 Spruce Street
15 Spruce Street

16 Spruce Street
17 Spruce Street
19 Spruce Street
20 Spruce Street
21 Spruce Street

22 Spruce Street

23 Spruce Street
26 Spruce Street

PAGE 1 of 3

Date Style

ca. 1883  Greek Rev/ Queen Anne
ca. 1874 Tudor Revival/Craftsman
1917,1923
late 19th c.

1994 Raised ranch
ca. 1800 Colonial
19th c.
early 20th c.

1950-51 Neo-colonial Revival

1949 Neo-colonial Revival
ca. 1950

1872

1922
1920s

1909 Colonial Revival
early 20th c. Neo-colonial Revival
mid 20th c.

2006 Neo-colonial Revival
ca. 1878 Greek Rev/ Italianate
ca. 1850 Greek Revival
ca. 1960

1986 B
ca. 1773 Colonial
late 18th c.

1972 Ranch ,

1965 Ranch
ca. 1904 Greek Revival
ca. 1845 Greek Revival
mid 19th c.
late 20th c.
ca. 1900 Greek Rev/ ltalianate

1922 Craftsman

1869 Greek Revival
ca. 1948 Neo-colonial Revival

Resource/Type Photo #

CB
CB

CB
NC/B
CB
CB
CB
CB
CB
CB
CB
CB
CB
CB
CB
CB
NC/B
CB
CB
NC/B
NC/B
CB
CB
NC/B
NC/B
CB
CB
CB
NC/B
CB
CB
CB
CB

2,3

(3]

8,9
10

13
14, 15
14, 15

1i



101-1353
101-1363

101-1392
101-1349

101-1471
101-2241

101-1479
101-2251

094-6118
094-6185

101-566

101-685
101- 6%

101- 698

101-771
101-772

101-1518

SQUHM COLEBAROJGH H) M COLEBARAUGH (ALYWMOUJTH , MA
Assessor's Map# MHC#  Name/Function

798 Alden D. Wilbur House
165 James M. Clark House
and Store
Clark Ban
house
799 Herbert W. Tripp House
barn

large metal barn

1000 S. Middleborough Store
Clarence H. Ryder House
Ryder Workshop and Garage
house

166 Smith-Wallen-Ryder House

Smith-Wallen Barn
shed
"White and Gold House"
Winifred Perry House
garage

1002 Williams' Trading Post

Greenhouse
Greenhouse
1002 2nd Thomas Bros. Store
163 Sisson's Diner

1004 Lucy Braley's Candy Kitchen
1003 S. Middleborough Garage

1003 S. Middleborough Filling Station

2004 S. Middleborough Scout Cabin
160 S. Middleb. Methodist Church

162 S. Middleborough School

Street Address

27 Spruce Street
28 Spruce Street

29 Spruce Street
31 Spruce Street

32 Spruce Street
33 Spruce Street

34 Spruce Street
36 Spruce Street
544 Wareham Street

554 Wareham Street

556 Wareham Street

560 Wareham Street
561 Wareham Street
562 Wareham Street

563 Wareham Street
563 Wareham Street

564 Wareham Street
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Date Style

1940-41
ca 1865

Neo-colonial Revival
Greek Revival

mid 19th c.

2005 Raised ranch

1908 Colonial Revival
early-mid
20th c.
late 20th c.
ca. 1890 Greek Revival

1919 Bungalow

1920 Craftsman

1960 Ranch
ca. 1803 Colonial
19th c.
19th c.
ca 1958 Ranch
ca 1952

2008

1949
1970s, 2005
mid 20th c.

mid 20th c.

1948 Commercial
ca. 1901 converted streetcar
addiL 1926
ca 1925
1926-27
1926-27 Craftsman
1909, 1938 Rustic

1841 Greek Rev/ ltalianate
alt. 1874-75
1879, 1929-

1930
1882, Greek Revival
1952-53

Resource/Type

CB
CB

CB
NC/B
CB
CB

NC/B
CB
CB
CB
NC/B
CB
CB
CB
CB
CB
NC/B
CB

CB
CB
CB
Clst

CB
CB
C/B
C/B
C/B

C/B

Photo #

17

18, 19

20
2t

22, 23

24
25. 26

27, 28
29. 30
29, 30

31

33, 34



Assessor's Map # MHC#

101-782
101-1527
101-2251
101-797

101-1611
101-1644
101-1615

101-1616

101-1629

101-1658

101-1663
101- 1694

102-947
102-949

SOUTH MIDDLEBOROUGH HD, MIDDLEBOROUGH (PLYMOUTH), MA

Name/Function

S. Middleborough Cemetery
Receiving tomb
161 S. Middleborough Fire Station
Pavilion
Wallen Memorial Park
1006 trolley Waiting Room
159 "Stone House"
Cabin
1007 Ephraim H. Gammons House
158 S. Middleborough Grange Hall
1008 Feltch Cottage
garage
1009 John Feltch House
barn
1010 Witham-Boutin House
roadside stand
garage
157 Benson-Mostrom House
garage
garage
1011 John S. Benson House
barn
1012 "Pete & Muriel's"

mdaile hame
1013 Roy's Garage
Roy B. horton House

Contributing Buildings
Contributing Sites
Contributing Structures
Contributing Objects

TOTAL

Street Address

565 Wareham Street
566 Wareham Street
Wareham Street

567 Wareham Street

569 Wareham Street
570 Wareham Street
571 Wareham Street

573 Wareham Street

575 Wareham Street

576 Wareham Street

577 Wareham Street
578 Wareham Street

579 Wareham Street
581 Wareham Street

ban 8
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Date Style

1768

1923-24

1955-57 Rustic

1950s

late 1950s

ca. 1901 Craftsman
1828 Gothic Revival

early 20th c.

ca. 1870 Greek Revival
1916 Craftsman

ca. 1871 Greek Revival

early 20th c.

ca. 1871

late 19th c.

ca. 1862

1930s

late 19th c.
1917 Craftsman
1933

ca. 1950

ca. 1860 Greek Revival

20th c.

1956- 57

addit. 1966
1965

ca. 1935

ca. 1950 Dutch Colonial Revival

Greek Rev / Queen Anne

Greek Revival

Commercial

Noncontributing Buildings

Resource/Type Photo #

C/Si b
C/0

C/B B
Cist

C/Si

Cist 37
C/B 38
C/B

C/B 39, 40
C/B 41,42

C/B 43
C/B

C/B 44
C/B

C/B 45
Cist

NC/B

cB m
C/B

C/B

C/B 47
C/B

C/B 48, 49

NC/B
CB
CB
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: 09000438 1 t"* V Date Listed: 6/19/2009

Property Name: South Middleborough Historic District

Multiple Name:

County: Plymouth Sae Massachusetts

This property islisted in the National Register of Historic Flacesin accordancewith the attached

nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusons, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included in the nomination

lentation.
Alfjg Aim KAw™ .r
Sgnature of the Kegper Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

This SLR isissued to ddete an Areaof Significance. The Areaof Significance
"Entertainment/Recreetion” islisted in Section 8 of the form, but itisnot directly justified in
the nomination. 1n consultation with the MA SHPO, thisAreaof Significance is ddeted.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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THE GRANGE

SOUTH MIDDLEBOROUGH GRANGE #337

RECEIVED
MR 10 20

March 72009 ' * t> MASS. HISICOMM

Ms. Betsy Friedberg

National Regiger Director

Massachusetts Historical Commission j

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125 -

Dear Ms. Friedberg:

On behdf of the dBaasand members of South Middieborough Grange #337, please
acoept this letter of support for the application submitted by the Town of Middleborough
Historical Commission for the proposed South Middleborough National Register Historic
District

Organized in 1913 by ninety-six charter members, our organization continuesto preserve
our rich ancegtrd history ttu*ough the exemplification of our traditional grange meetings,
community activities and annua agricultura fair. Equaly important, our organization
has worked hard to maintain and preserve our grange hall condructed in 1916 with
timber from local sawmills and rock excavated locally. | f awarded, the historic district
designation would be symboalic of the important role played by the South Middleborough
Grange throughout the last century.

Hease condder awarding the South Middleborough National Register Historic District in
recognition of the historical sgruficance of the South Middleborough Grange and our
neighboring properties which contribute to the overall charm and historical character
displayed within South Middleborough.

Sincerdy,

Shavn Gaudette

Mader (Presdent) of South Middleborough Grange #337

190 Cherry Stret

Middleborough, MA 02346 ( *

c. Town Manager

Board of Sdectmen P
Historica Commisson



The Commonwealth of Massachiil*gQf jypp 22f\0
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commfnwel TFFi
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Apil 3) 20D CAPASfe'rAnS

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8 floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed pleas= find the following nomination form:
South Middleborough HD, Middleborough (Plymouth Co.), MA

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. The ownersof the propertiesinthe district were notified of
pending State Review Board consderation 30 to 45 daysbefore the meeting and were afforded
the opportunity to commernt.

Ore letter of support hes been received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massechusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC Jxre Lopes Michad Maddigan, Middieborough Higtorical Commission
Adam Bond, Middlieborough Boerd of Sdedimen
Miched Labonte, Middieborough Rlanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 « Fax: (617)727-5128
www. state, ma.usg'sec/mhc



