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(see attached)
Condi tion aood

Mved no Cate —
approxi nately 2 acres (nom nated);
Acreage total property 29" acres

Setting Qnanainroad with noderate
sethack. Later wood post fence (ca. 1970
at street edge of property. Scattered

residential devel opnent surrounding.
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NATI ONAL REG STER (R TER A STATEMEWT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Preserved Gardner House, 90 M Iford Road, retains integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, and associationand neets Criteria A and C on the local
level. A typical exanple of an early 19th-Ctnhtury farnhouse that evolved over the years
into a sunmer hone, 90 Milford Road is also significant for its associationwith the locally
promnent Gardner fam |y of Swnansea.

ARCH TECTURAL ST QN FI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terTns of
other buildings within the comunity.

Typical of the dispersed Saansea farnstead inits setting, 90 Mlford Road is a

2"-story gabled house with 5-bay, center-entry facade and double-pileplan with double
interior chinmmeys. The recessed entry i s flanked by three-quarter sidelights and pilasters
with Gaek key motifs carrying a plain entablature. Qher period details include fluted
conerboards and sone 12/12 sash in 2nd-story wi ndows. Late 19th-century additions,

which are likely attributed to a change i n ownership at that time, include the wap porch
with Doric colums and roofline balustrade, corresponding one-bay entry porch on the

east elevation, two-story rear ell and one-story east ell, and 22 sash infirst floor

Wi ndows. I, ,

| medi ately east of the house i s a 1*-story gabled bam (ca. 1890) with shingled infill
in the gable end and vertical board siding below Approximtely 50 yards west of the house
on the sane lot, tennis and basketball courts and other public recreational facilities have

HSTAR CAL SSGNH CANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the devel opment of the conmunity.

Arch. Sig. (cont'd): been constructed inrecent decades. The house and bam constitute the
extent of the nomnated property.

This house was built by Preserved CGardner, one of the five sons of Peleg Gardner, descendant
of the purchaser of Gardner's Neck. |raGardner, son of Preserved, inherited the farm which
extended fromM Iford Rd. south tothe Cole's River. H sold to the town the large tract

east of the house known as Munt Hope Cenetery. Later the farmwas purchased by Thomas D Q(
of Fall River who operated i t as a gentleman's farm and nade t he house hi s sunmer hone.

After Wrld Vér |l the town purchased the property to be used by the town as VeteransMem Park
This house reflects the increasingfinancial successes experienced by the Gardners after the
famly's nodest 18th-century beginnings i nsingle-story capes farther south on Gardner's Neck.
The house also illustrates an establishedpattem of building usage i n Snansea, whereby

the early farnhouses were given over to use as sunmer hones during the local boomi n seasonal
residential developnent inthe late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Prior tothe late 19th-century construction of the streetcar line along the present path

of U S Route 6, MIford Road was part of a primary interior route from Snansea t o Vrren,
Rhode Island connecting Swasey's Coner east of this house to Luther's Coner to the southwest,
The present intersection of MIford Road and Gak Street (Route 118) near Route 6 west of the
Gardner House was known as Gardner's Crossing.

Bl BLI CKAPHY and/ or REHFEHRENES

Saansea Town Recor ds.

Wight. History of Saansea. 1917
1895 atlas of Bristol County.

Ms. Helen Pierce, interview, 11/89.
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