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Judging by the ornate woodwork carving, this very neat one and one-half story house is a 
product of the early 1800s. It looks much as it did when erected with the exception of the 
front porch and enclosed back porch. The large window panes were also a later alteration, 
obviously made during the Victorian period (see photos 1 and 2).

The five-bay structure with roof of medium pitch has flush chimneys, a gable entrance to 
the basement which is constructed of stone, pegged windows, garrett lookouts and a 
cooking ell built at the same time as the house.

Floors are ash. The interior contains a stairway with a large landing. Mantels feature 
reeded colonnettes and other detail of the 1810-1820 era. The exceptionally fine left 
parlor mantel, for instance, has paired attenuated engaged colonnettes flanking a wide 
opening (see photo 3). The mantel face displays unusually three-dimensional raised 
sunburst motifs and subtle use of delicately scaled moldings to define an essentially simple 
geometric layout. An unusual feature is the shallower reeded colonnettes connecting 
rosettes at the level of the chair-rail with the baseboard on either side of the mantel. As 
can be seen, exquisiteness is more a characteristic of the interior than the exterior.

Intact back of the house is a smokehouse. A family graveyard stands north and to the 
rear of the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Gaines House with its exquisitely detailed Federal interior is located on Yarnallton 
Pike, three-quarters of a mile southwest of the Ironworks Pike. It was the home of a 
prominent Scott County family responsible for outstanding achievement in Kentucky in the 
area of animal husbandry. Their interest in cattle, mules, and thoroughbred horses was 
that upon which the economy and culture of the Bluegrass once depended and still to a large 
extent depends.

The Gaines family history in Scott County began with the emigration of Richard Gaines 
from Virginia in 1801. It was apparently his son James (1790-1874) who built "Antebellum" 
on property inherited from his father and a twenty-one acre portion purchased from tie 
adjacent Jonathan Robinson estate.

James Gaines was among many settlers in Kentucky who found the Bluegrass pastures 
excellent for the raising of cattle and horses. Gaines1 interest in developing good stock 
led him to the new breeds being bred in England, particularly the Shorthorn Durham, which 
by 1820 was fast becoming accepted as the most suitable cattle for the Kentucky grazers. 
Gaines is credited as being the first to bring the Shorthorn to Scott County. Such experi­ 
mentation was looked upon by the community not merely as financially rewarding to the 
owner, but also served a patriotic function by improving the breeding stock of the West.

James Gaines is also said to have been the first man in the State "to own and feed" a 
herd of mules. It was commented in B.O. Gained history of Scott County that although 
"no animal on his place ever drew a hungry breath, and that grades and Shorthorns were 
all superior animals," he still "thought more of his mules than he did of his Shorthorns" 
(Gaines, p. 96).

James' son E.P. Gaines continued in the business of cattle and mule breeding. Mules 
were a specialty with him, however, and in time he became one of the biggest dealers in 
mules in the Commonwealth. On spring nights, writes B.O. Gaines, the baying of hun­ 
dreds of young mule weanlings could be heard throughout the neighborhood as they were 
separated from the mares.

(continued)
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E.P. Gaines was perhaps most noted for his breeding of saddlehorses. In former days, 
saddlehorses were in much greater demand than were trotters and thoroughbreds because 
most traveling was done by horseback. "Many fairs were held in early times, " Gaines 
reveals, "and were attended by thousands of people, and most of the interest was then 
centered in the saddle horse, with both lady and gentlemen riders" (Gaines, Vol. I, p. 88).

"One of the most noted saddle stallions in early times was Gaines' Denmark, owned by 
Edward P. Gaines... .He was a great saddle horse and was never beaten in a fair ring." 
Foaled in Bards town, "Denmark " was to become a founding sire of the American Saddle- 
bred horse" (Smith, p. 98). So perfect was the conformation of this stallion that for 
many years the line that sprang from him was called "The Denmark Horse."

Kentucky, a state unique in the part it has played in the development of fine thoroughbred 
horses and the importation of English cattle,owes much of its renown to people such as 
the Gaines family. Their contribution to animal husbandry in Scott County and to the State 
of Kentucky is significant. Antebellum is noteworthy for its association with such a 
family as well as representing the style of gracious living typical of their time and place in 
Kentucky history.;,
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