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The structure of the four story building with basement is steel encased in 
concrete. When constructed the building was considered to be technically and 
functionally one of Honolulu's most modern buildings.

The most dominant feature is the "Dickey" style (high double pitch with wide 
overhangs) tile roof with exposed roof rafters. A projecting balcony is 
accessible from the fourth floor offices and continues around the building. 
The third floor is seen as a series of deeply recessed rectilinier windows 
which create a darkened band emphasizing the projected balcony above. The 
ground and second floor are combined on the exterior with the use of two 
story recessed openings divided at the second floor line by decorated 
spandrels.

The main entry is a ground portico two stories in height with six square 
decorated columns supporting an entablature incised with rich Chinese designs 
On the walls of the entry are four glazed tile murals depicting fish scenes.

The exterior is faced with travertine or embellished with carved and incised 
decoration primarily of Chinese origin but also recalling Japanese, Hawaiian, 
Italian, Moorish and other symbolic designs.

A statement by one of the architects, C. W. Dickey, best describes the intent 
and design of the building:

"My foremost thought architecturally was to produce a building suitable to 
the climate, environment, history and geographical position of Hawaii...the 
location of Honolulu at the crossroads of the Pacific, in close touch with 
the Orient, gave sufficient reason for allowing Chinese architecture to 
clearly influence the design.

...Once adopted, this idea led to fascinating results. It was found that 
the wide projecting roofs and balconies of China, as well as the deep window 
reveals of some of the fine stone structures of old Peking, were admirably 
adapted both artistically and practically to a building in Honolulu. It was 
also found that there was a wealth of Chinese architectural detail that could 
be used without becoming blatantly Chinese.

...the exotic Chinese influence is so subtle that it would not be noted by 
a casual observer. However, it is there in every detail of the design. On 
the exterior it is most pronounced in the window ornamentation, in the 
circular "Good Luck" signs at the main entrance portico on Bishop Street and 
the long life signs in the column capitals. >;'\ 5 f

An interesting point in this connection is that many of the elements 
ornament, such as wave pattern, egg and dart, lamb's tongue, etc., 
so frequently in classic architecture are found in somewhat modifie 
throughout the architecture of the old buildings of the Imperial Ci 
Peking, and this ornament in its Chinese form is used in the Alexan^eJ 
Baldwin Building.

...The influence of the Chinese art is strongly felt in the 
ornaments of the bronze grilles for doors, windows, elevator fronts, 
cars, balustrades, etc., and in the inlaid floor of black Belgian marble
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Alexander and Baldwin Building was planned as a

| | Urban Planning

d] Other (Specify)

memorial to S. T.
Alexander and H. P. Baldwin, founders of the company, and designed as a
prestige home office, with sufficient budget to insure both. A primary
concern of the owners was that the building be "uniquely Hawaiian" in
appearance.

Alexander and Baldwin, one of the original "Big Five" corporations in
Hawaii, has played an important role in the economic development of the
state.

The design of the building was a joint venture of C.
Hart Wood, two of Hawaii's outstanding architects.

W. Dickey and
Dickey is usually

credited with design of the building, but both men were influential
in the final plan.

The Alexander and Baldwin Building is one of several
Honolulu that combines Oriental and Western designs

buildings in
in adaptation to

the Hawaiian climate. It is the most subtle blending of these elements
found in Honolulu, and, perhaps, comes closest to being a "masterpiece"
of design and innovation.
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and Roman Traveltine stone in the public space in front of the main counter 
on the first floor.

The exterior walls on front and rear are matglazed terra cotta, tied to the 
concrete backing by copper anchors, which in turn are bedded in concrete.

All exterior doors and windows are of bronze, and bronze is used in place 
of wrought iron throughout the interior wherever the latter might deteriorate.

The large main room on first floor has walls of Roman Travertine imported 
from Italy and on the end walls are large mural decorations executed in art 
tile. One of these pictures is in place and represents the lao Valley and 
Kahalui Harbor on Maui. The companion picture at the opposite end of the room 
is now being manufactured and will represent the harbor of Port Alien on Kauai, 
with mountains and clouds for background and a full-rigged ship in the fore­ 
ground, entering the harbor." (Star-Bulletin, September 30, 1929).

The building was originally designed to function without air-conditioning and 
bronze grilles were provided at the upper portion of the office walls. Recent 
renovations have altered the two story reception area, adding an intermediate 
floor; also, modern furniture and office dividers have been added, but this 
has not substantially diluted the interior space or the fine detail.

The building was set back from the property line on three sides and Richard 
Tongg, landscape architect, created a beautiful tropical setting with cypress 
grass, transplanted palm trees and a variety of other tropical plants.

It is currently in excellent condition and receiving excellent care, 
creating an important physical asset to downtown Honolulu.
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The Alexander & Baldwin building is significant for its 
associations with Alexander & Baldwin, Incorporated, one of 
the "Big Five". In 1869, this partnership was formed when 
the two sons of missionaries jointly purchased a parcel of 
land on Maui on which to grow sugar. From this Paia plantation 
the company expanded, purchasing a number of plantations and 
mills, primarily on Maui, and in 1894 became agents. They 
also became involved in shipping and today own as a subsidiary 
Matson, the major oceanic transport company in Hawaii. The 
"Big Five" companies all made their money as sugar agents, 
and up until World War II completely dictated Hawaii's 
economic policy, and in turn its politics, culture and 
society. After the war the economy became more diversified, 
and these companies' enormous influence on island life 
became less apparent.


