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SI AN FI CANCE

The Gould house retains integrity of location, design, materials and

wor kmanship I nitstwoFirst Period frames, which enbody distinctive
characteristics of design and construction under Criterion C The
building is apparently theunique exanple among structures surveyed of a
two room deep, twostory.i)lan house dating from t heFirst Period.
Al'though First Period buildings were frequently altered | nt he Second
Period toachieve this by then common plan, theGould house i stheonly
known First Period buildingi nthesurvey area tobe built onthis plan
from t hestart.

EXTER (R DESCR PTI ON

The Capt. Joseph Gould house i ssix bays long, two roons deep, andtwo
and one half stories high. The original, pre-1700 house consisted of the
three easternmost bays and was from t hebeginning 2 roons deep and 2 1/2
stories in height, theunique exanple i nt hestudy of this plan type
built I ntheFirst Period. Wth theaddition of thethree western nost
bays i ntheearly 18th century, theclapboarded house achievedits
present extent except for them d 20th century screened porch on the west
rear. Exterior trim | ssimple; wndows areirregularly spaced, though
for the nost part vertically aligned. Two chimeys pierce theridge of
the roof. The eave on t hefacade i sboarded on a diagonal, supposedlyto
protect a plaster cove underneath.

MAIQR FI RST PER D FEATURES

Framng with First Period characteristicsl svisible i ntherear roons
and stairhalls of theolder and newer portions of thehouse, andi n the
chanbers of t heolder part. Framng is doubled at thejunction between
the preand post 1700 portions of t hehouse. Svunner beans ar e transverse
throughout thehouse. | nplan, therear roons of t hehouse are two
thirds as deep as thefront roons.

In therear roomthet heolder (east) part of thehouse, theexposed
transverse beans exhibit flat chanfers, 1 1/4 inches w de, and |lanmb's
tongue or triangular stops. The chanfer on t hecentral west beam stops

6 8" from therear wall, perhaPs indicating thesite of an earlier
feature such as a partition wall. Story posts at therear wall are
el aborately nolded with a deep quarter round and twofillets. I n the

stair hall, which i sfitted into half of themddle bay of theolder part
of thehouse, thepost has a flat chanfer and supports a beamwith flat
chanfer and | anb's tongue stop.

Upstairs i ntheearlier part of thehouse, sumer ti e beans have fl at
chanfers and | anb's tongue stops at theouter walls and on either side of
the partition wall. Joist spacing i nthefloor of theeast chanberi s

25" on centers.
1
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Downstairs in the newer part of the house posts and beans in the |obby
and rear room have very narrow flat chanfers and triangular or taper
stops. Upstairs In the newer part of the house beans are unchanfered.

Roof constructionin both parts of the house i ssimlar. The symetrical
gable roof is framed with principal rafters, 5 purlins per slope and
collar beans. The collar besuns in the pre 1700 side of the house are
finished with a narrow flat chanfer. Several original clapboards renain
at peak of the roof between the ol der and newer sections of the roof.

LATER S| GNI FI CANT FEATURES

In the newer, west part of the house, there I s an Interesting staircase
A single lower run divides into tw upper runs to provide access to the
front and rear of the house. The lower run is furnished with balustrade
of turned balusters, late Second Period style in profile. The ol der,
east portion retains sinple Federal style trimon the staircase and in
the front, east room A nineteenth century barn adds to the setting.

H STOR CAL | NFCRVATI ON

A c. 1700 barn formerly on the property was dismantled and stored by the
Topsfield Historical Society in 1983. The existence in storage of part
of the barn built at approximately the sane date as the ol dest part of
the house may yield inportant information if a conparative study of the
two structures |s tndertaken. The barn was originally nine bays I|ong,
althou%h only four bays, neasuring inall 28 by 40 feet, survived at the
e structure was dismantled. The frame was of red oak. [ 2]

tine t

REFERENCES

%psziOglsgl’iellvgsg:er(::[gg(t)’enalrsy 1650-1950. Topsfiel d Tercentenary Committee,
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