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Town 069 
Address 1 9 ° V a s h i n g t r n S t r e e t 

Historic Name 
C a n t . J o s e n h G c j l d House 

Use: Present R e s i d e n c e 

Orig inal R e s i d e n c e  

DESCRIPTION  

Date ca. 1710 " 

Source A . L . C u m m i n g s / v i s u a ] a n a l v s i s 
F i r s t P e r i o d c o r e / S e c o n d P e r i o  

S ty l e v e r n a c u l a r e y t e r l c r " 

Architect unk n o v n 

Exterior Wall Fabric C l a n b o a r d s 

Ou tbu i ld ings Late 19th c. ba rn . 20th c. she 

new l a t e 2Qth c. l i v e s t o c k barn 

Major Alterations (with cates] 3 bav? 

added t o v e s r . ea r I v ] g t h c . 

Condition ; o o d 

Moved N o Date 

Acreace 2.03 acres 

S e t t i n g S u b u r b a n r e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t 

avi ld h o u s e s o f r;i?:ed c c n s t r u c t i o r 

a a t e 1 7- ^ ^ c o ^ 

Kashinston and 5c:-:forc Streets. 

UTM REFEREN'CE 10 / TTC-Tvo / /.yTO-Aon 

US£S QUADRANGLE 

SCALE ' 1:25,000 
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*̂  Gould House 

Indicate eadi item on inventory foim whidi is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Gould house retains i n t e g r i t y of location, design, materials and 
workmanship I n i t s two F i r s t Period frames, which embody d i s t i n c t i v e 
characteristics of design and construction under C r i t e r i o n C. The 
building i s apparently the unique example among structures surveyed of a 
two room deep, two story plan house dating from the F i r s t Period. 
Although F i r s t Period buildings were frequently altered I n the Second 
Period to achieve t h i s by then common plan, the Gould house i s the only 
known F i r s t Period b u i l d i n g i n the survey area to be b u i l t on t h i s plan 
from the s t a r t . 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Capt. Joseph Gould house i s s i x bays long, two rooms deep, and two 
and one half s t o r i e s high. The o r i g i n a l , pre-1700 house consisted of the 
three easternmost bays and was from the beginning 2 rooms deep and 2 1/2 
storie s i n height, the unique example i n the study of t h i s plan type 
b u i l t In the F i r s t Period. With the addition of the three western most 
bays i n the early 18th century, the clapboarded house achieved i t s 
present extent except for the mid 20th century screened porch on the west 
rear. Exterior t r i m I s simple; windows are i r r e g u l a r l y spaced, though 
for the most part v e r t i c a l l y aligned. Two chimneys pierce the ridge of 
the roof. The eave on the facade i s boarded on a diagonal, supposedly to 
protect a plaster cove underneath. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

Framing with F i r s t Period characteristics I s v i s i b l e i n the rear rooms 
and s t a i r h a l l s of the older and newer portions of the house, and i n the 
chambers of the older part. Framing i s doubled at the junction between 
the pre and post 1700 portions of the house. Svunmer beams are transverse 
throughout the house. I n plan, the rear rooms of the house are two 
th i r d s as deep as the fr o n t rooms. 

In the rear room the the older (east) part of the house, the exposed 
transverse beams e x h i b i t f l a t chamfers, 1 1/4 inches wide, and lamb's 
tongue or triangular stops. The chamfer on the central west beam stops 
6' 8" from the rear w a l l , perhaps i n d i c a t i n g the s i t e of an e a r l i e r 
feature such as a p a r t i t i o n w a l l . Story posts at the rear wall are 
elaborately molded with a deep quarter round and two f i l l e t s . In the 
s t a i r h a l l , which i s f i t t e d i n t o half of the middle bay of the older part 
of the house, the post has a f l a t chamfer and supports a beam with f l a t 
chamfer and lamb's tongue stop. 

Upstairs i n the e a r l i e r part of the house, summer t i e beams have f l a t 
chamfers and lamb's tongue stops at the outer walls and on either side of 
the p a r t i t i o n w a l l . J o i s t spacing i n the f l o o r of the east chamber i s 
25" on centers. 
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Downstairs in the newer part of the house posts and beams in the lobby 
and rear room have very narrow f l a t chamfers and triangular or taper 
stops. Upstairs In the newer part of the house beams are unchamfered. 

Roof construction in both parts of the house i s similar. The symmetrical 
gable roof i s framed with principal rafters, 5 purlins per slope and 
collar beams. The collar besuns in the pre 1700 side of the house are 
finished with a narrow f l a t chamfer. Several original clapboards remain 
at peak of the roof between the older and newer sections of the roof. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

In the newer, west part of the house, there I s an Interesting staircase. 
A single lower run divides into two upper runs to provide access to the 
front and rear of the house. The lower run i s furnished with balustrade 
of turned balusters, late Second Period style in profile. The older, 
east portion retains simple Federal style trim on the staircase and in 
the front, east room. A nineteenth century barn adds to the setting. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A c. 1700 barn formerly on the property was dismantled and stored by the 
Topsfield Historical Society in 1983. The existence in storage of part 
of the barn built at approximately the same date as the oldest part of 
the house may yield important information i f a comparative study of the 
two structures Is tmdertaken. The barn was originally nine bays long, 
although only four bays, measuring in a l l 28 by 40 feet, survived at the 
time the structure was dismantled. The frame was of red oak. [2] 

REFERENCES 

^' Topsfield Tercentenary 1650-1950. Topsfield Tercentenary Committee, 
Topsfield, Mass: 1950, 15. 

2. "Historic barn to be saved from wrecking crews." Trl-Town 
Transcript. 24 (July 27, 1983): 1-2. 
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