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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Tears-McFarlane House was designed in 1898 by the English Architect, 

Fredrick Sterner. The house is of Ge6rgian architecture and is a three 
story, thirteen room structure with a full basement. The floor plan is 
basically apsidal. The house is of red common brick and set in common bond. 
The footing is of concrete. The roof is a truncated hip in shape and tar 
shingled. The roof eaves have scrolled brackets supporting them. The four 
chimneys are set at the edge of the roof, two at the back and one at each 
side. The red bricks on the top of each chimney are painted white. A metal 
holding plate on the outside of the chimney connects to a one inch square 
bar, running through the chimney and is secured to the roof structure for 
additional support.

The seven wooden dormers, which are the third floor windows, are of 
pediment shape. Adorning the pediment above the windows, there is a 
raised, carved wreath design. The windows in the dorners, as in most of 
the house, are flat openings with plain moulding surrounds. The windows 
are double shashed and double hung.

The roof has a short white belvedere encompassing the edge of the roof. 
The first floor windows are double sashed double hung windows with 9 to 12 
panes on both the upper and lower sections of the windows. Most of the 
second floor windows are double hung with double sashes with a lugsill.

The second floor windows that open onto the balcony are of three dif­ 
ferent types. The first is a double sashed double hung, lugsilled window. 
The middle window is actually 4 six paned windows. The side surround on 
these windows are 4 engaged columns with a pediment, double curve with an 
urn in the middle of the curves for'the head surrounds. The third window 
is actually a french door with a transom opening out on the balcony. All 
of the windows in the house are set off by the carved end of extended floor 
beams. .

The front door is semi-eliptical in shape, while the head surround is 
a radiating arch made out of bricks. The doors side surrounds are made 
out of wood in the shape of engaged columns. The side panels are flush 
and with lights. The transom is a flush fan. The door is a six panel 
door with moulded rail panels.

The stairs both to the porch and to the front walk are made of concrete 
with a wrought iron railing. The verandah is covered and has a second 
floor balcony sitting on it and round columns support it.

The interior of the house is a fine example of late 1800 grandeur. A 
cherrywood staircase made by the Pullman company is a front hallway feature. 
On the first stair landing is a hugh stained glass window in a pattern of 
leaves believed to be by Tiffany. in the hallway there is also a full 
length gold leafed mirrow. There is a second stairway toward the back of 
the house. This stairway is the only way to the third floor. it is a spiral 
which goes from the first floor to the second floor, and from the second 
floor to the third floor.
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The interior walls are wallpapered and painted. The floors are both 
carpeted and bare. There are two sliding glass doors going to the dinning 
room and the room from the main hallway.

The property features are a marble birdbath, a brass sundial on a 
marble pedistal, a flagpole and a red brick garage set in common bond.

The house occupies lots 42-46 and includes block 51 of Wymans with 
123 feet frontage and 110 feet depth.

The property was appraised at $87,700 in 1974. The buildings are 
all in excellent condition, both the exterior and the interior. The 
Tears-McFarlane house is a superb example of Georgian architecture 
throughout the Denver Area.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Daniel w. Tears, the husband of the original owner, was an associate 

counsel for the New York Central Railroad. Daniel w. Tears was well known 
to such notabilities as Chauncey M. Depew, statesman, and W. K. vanderbilt, 
The Tears were prominate socialites belonging to the Sacred 36 club, the 
Denver Club and the Denver Country Club.

Frederick McFarlane was born in Central City and was primarily a 
mining~and machinery executive.

Ida May Kruse McFarlane, the third owner of the property obtained it 
in 1937. Ida May igruse was one of the founders of the central City 
Festival. The concept of the Central City Festival was to import good 
entertainment to the people of central City during the summer. Ida May 
Kruse was valedictorian at the central city High School. Her parents 
donated the theater to Denver University, when Ida May Druse McFarlane 
died, she was eulogized at the Colorado House of Representatives, thirty- 
third assembly. : i . i :

The McFarianes were also great socialities, belonged to the Central 
City Festival Association, the Denver Club, the Denver country Club, the 
Press Club, the Teknik Clubs, and the citation central City Association.

Frederick McFarlane's second wife, Lillian Gushing McFarlane was a 
choreographer at Central city productions and the owner and founder of 
the Lillian Gushing School of Dancing. She was also a choreographer for 
the post Opera at 16 years of age. Lillian McFarlane had many productions 
with the Denver Symphony, Lions Club, Rotary Club shows, U.S.O. Shows 
and was a member of the American Society of Teachers of Dancing, and New 
York Society Teachers of Dancing. She retired after 40 years of dancing.

Daniel Tears employed an English architect, Fredrick Sterner, to 
design the house.

The stained glass window on the stair landing is a beautiful example 
of the late 1890's art.

The whole house is a beautiful example of the late 1890's Georgian 
architecture.

The house is one of the most historic Denver homes both architectur­ 
ally and socially.

The Tears-McFarlane house is presently partially rented out to U.S. 
Senator Gary Hart's staff for an office building.
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