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6=t Loughridge hingelf has left us the best description of Keweta's

: a od.early. development, Following a boat trip up the Mississippl
S:E\v nsas from New Orleans, b his wife reached Verdigris Lamding
near Fort Gibson on Felruary 5, 1843, "After a fow days observation,”
he writes, "I purchased a horse und saddle and started out to find the
most appropriate place for the Mission school." At the suggestion of
Chief Roley MoIntosh he located it near “Coweta Tewn" some 25 mlles north-
west of Fort Gibsen, a mile and & half east of the Arkansas River,

"Very soon & cabin was built for school and church purposes , . .
On the place was a vacant Indian cabin about 12 x 24, a dirt floor, '
clapboard roof, a small unfenced field and a small orchard, I paid the
owner ten dollars for his improvements [sic], hired some men to put in
‘a puncheon floor . . ." They lived there a year., In the house their
first child was bern, :

As soon as the log building for the school and church was finished,
his wife started teaching, 7 During that fall, winter, and following spring
Loughridge "built a large log house, cne stery and one half high , , ."
In its seven rooms the loughridges were able to take in "eight or ten boys
and girls to live with us and-attend school, The Koweta boarding scheol
has been established,” Zn 1847 the Mission Board and the Creek chisfs
agreed to expand the opérztion; The facilities were enlarged to accomnodate
forty students, / '

, This interesting description of Koweta was written by the Rev,
Augustus W, Loomis, who taught there in the early 1850s1

The Mission house is pleasantly situated. , . .The
buildings are not at all imposing ., . . but they beaxr the
marks of having been constructed of such materials and
with such tools as were at hand, far out on the frontlers
they are innocent of paint, or needless ornament; but they

- look comfortable , . .

\Ihere was first a solid one-and-a-half story building of
hewed logs, facing the east, with a wide hall, and two rooms
on each side of it, Afterwards, as the schoel inoreased, a
two-story building was joined to ite south end; it was of
hewed logs, and weather boarded with eclap-boards, split out
of oak trees and covered with pine shingles, Along the
front was an open shed with rude seats, On the weat slde of .
the old house another building was a.dded\. ‘.

The Koweta school (like the Tullahassee institution with which was
‘80 closely assoeciated) was closed in mid-July 1861 by the Civil War, It
was never re-opemed.” The buildings soon disappeared and teday only
gravestones -- including those marking the graves of Loughridge's first
wife and Koweta's first teacher, Olivia Hills Loughridge, their first
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7 The Koweta Manual Labor Boarding School was the first school of
_significance in the Creek Nation, Established by Presbyterian missionary
" Robert M. Loughtidge “in 1843, it served Creek youth, boys and girls,
until closed by the Civil War in 1861, 7 At Koweta (as at Tullahassee
Mission, which he was to establish some 20 miles to the southeast in
1851) Loughridge applied the so-called Fellenberg concept -- originated
in Switzerland around the turn of the century -- of developing all the
student's physical, intellectual, and moral faculties to create a self-
sufficient, well-rounded, harmonious adult,

Koweta produced many such "self-sufficient, well-rounded, harmenious
adults in its less than 20 years of existence, adults who served the
tribe well in the years that followed, Loughridge meanwhile was active,
with others, in translating books and hymns into the Creek language,

By 1882 he had expanded his word collection into an English/Creek
dietionary of about 10,000 words, KXoweta, then, for 1lts own contribution
to the development and well being of the Creek Nation and for the stature
and accomplishments of its founder, is thought eminently worthy of
National Register statlus,

Rev, Loughridge was ordained in 1842, Almost immediately he began

to petition the Creek council for permission to establish a mission and

" school and to preach among the Indlans, Chief Roley MelIntosh, hewever,
was firm, "We want a school, but we don't want any preaching; for we
find that preaching breaks up all our old customs -- our feasts, ball
plays and dances -- which we want to keep up," Loughridge went along ...
having perhaps read the story of the camel who wanted only to get his
nose in the tent,

"They are very anxious to have a boarding school,” he wrote to his
Board of Missions, "and in fact this is the only kind , , . I am
persuaded that will effect much good amongst them."” In the end the
council “"gave full permission to open and close the school with prayer,
and to teach the Bible and whatever books the mlssionaries may think
best.” The results were satisfactory for both the tribe and the

Loughridges,
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No. 7. Description
Koweta Mission

daughter, and his second wife -~ mark the pleasantly wooded site, The
property is owned by the Oklahoma HiatoriealmSocioty and protected Yy a
woven-wire fence, ’\W! 7";}.‘

* Note: In 1890 another school was built a couple of miles to the
north, given the name Cowets Boarding School, It operated until Statehood
in 1907 and the similarity in names has, unfortunately, caused some
confusion, This nomination concerns only the original Koweta school,

Kent Ruth
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No. 8, Significance
Koweta Mission

The school opened its doors June 25, 1843, At first it was a day
school with 15 or 20 children taught by Mrs, Loughridge, A larger building
constructed that fall and winter enabled the boarding school itself to
operate, When 1t finally closed in 1861, it had, according to Educater
Guy Logsdon, “educated Creek ministers, chiefs, teachers, and Indian
statesmen , . ." More importantly, perhaps, it had introduced, success-
fully, "an acceptable method of Indian education for the Creek Nation,”
Logsdon puts 1t this way:

"The importance of Loughridge and the school in the related
area of Creek language literature and publishing must also be
stressed, All of the Kowetah Manual Labor Boarding School‘'s
activitles and eontributions over its seventesen-year history
cost the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions only thirty-five
thousand dollars; the Creeks pald even less, Thus an idea from
Switzerland, that was modified to meet the needs of an Indian
Nation and that was applied by a eharitable organization,
provided an educational foundation fer generations of Creek
children,* ‘
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