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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The main body of the Clearfield Farm House Is a four-bay, two-story 
plus attic structure, one room deep. A lower wing continues the axis of 
the main body, and is joined to a cross-axis rear win

The front, or west facade, is laid in Flemish bond with a stretcher 
belt course below the second-story windows, and with a beveled water course 
Located in the north center bay of the facade, the entrv is surmounted by a 
rectangular light and covered by a simple pedimented portico. The roof is 
symnetrically balanced with two dormers and tc-7o chimnes . whi­ 
ttle north and south walls.

which occur at

The north and south'facades are stuccoed and lack fenestration on the 
two main floors.

The rear, or east facade, lacks the ordered geometry of the front.^ 
Tt is composed of only three bays and the windows are of various dimensions 
One dormer, set between the two south bays, pierces the roof.

On the first floor a hall provides access to two flanking rooms, as 
well as egress to the east and west. The west, or frontage, window are 
larger than the east, and have slightly splayed casings. Simple detailing 
is prevalent throughout.

Providing access to the second floor is a staircase which divides info 
two stairways at right angles to the lower case. To each side -the stair 
nrovides access to two rooms, one located in each bay of the main portion 
of the house, To the north, an east hall provides ccraminication with the 
lower wing and houses an enclosed winding stair leading to the attic.

The attic is finished in plaster over lath with beaded tongue-in- 
cTroove floor decking. The basement is contained by brick foundation walls, 
and is marked by two fireplaces* Beyond the south foundation wall is a 
brick vaulted room, Remains of a pent eave or gallery porch can be 
detected in the brickwork below the belt courses on the east and went 
facades,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

David Clark, captain in the Delaware Militia,, becran amassinp; an. 
estate in what was to become Blackbird Hundred, New Castle County, in 1755, 
when Isaac Fnfr.land deeded him a tract of land in Appoquinimink Hundred call 
New Bristol. England's grandparents, Joseph and Rebecca England, had
received confirmation of patent on the land 
nineteenth of May, 1701.

William Penn on the

The year of the conveyance of the tract probab> y dates the constructio 
of the Clark homestead on Clearfield Farm. David dark's son, William, 
a military man like his father, was the second">en^ration to occiinv the 
house. As a colonel in the state militia,, William led a company that 
took heavy losses in the. battle of Monmouth.

Although William's son, John, also attained the rank of colonel in 
the state militia, he is better known as the twentieth. Governor of Delaware 
Clark was elected in 1816 on the ticket of the Federalist Party, and 
served for three years between 1817 and 1820,, His wife was not new to 
politics, beinp; the daughter of one of her husband's predecessors, John 
Cook. John Clark died a year after leavinr office, and was buried in the 
Presbyterian graveyard south of Smyrna, the. town where he. was accustomed 
to transact business. His home is currently maintained as a headquarters 
of the Department of Corrections.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it hasr been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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