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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

\\'T'hf* main body of the Clearfield Farm House is a four-bay, two-story
ﬂl\lf‘ attic structure. one voom deep. A lower wing continues the axis of
the main hody, and is joined to a cross-axis rear wine. N

~

The front, or west facade, is laid in Flemish bond with a stretcher
helt course helow the second-story windows, and with a beveled water course.
located in the north center bay of the facade, the entrv is surmounted by a
rectansular light and covered by a simple pedimented nortico. The roof is
symmetrically balanced with two dormers and to chimnevs, which occur at

the north and soirth walls.

The north and south facades are stuccoed and lack fenestration on the
+wo main floors.

The rear, or east facade, lacks the ordered geometry of the front.
Tt is comnosed of only three ‘h:;v'-: and the windows are of various dimensions
One dormer, set hetween the two south bays, pierces the roof.

On the First floor a hall nrovides access to two flanking rooms. as
well as epress to the east and west. 'The west, or frontage, windows are
larger than the east, and have slishtly splaved casings. Simnle detailing
is prevalent Thmuchom- .

Providine access to the second floor is a stairease which divides into
two stairwave at right anples to the lower case. To each side the stair
rmv" des access To tuo rams, one located in each bav of the main nm*ﬁor\
of the honse. To the north, an east hall provides commmi cation with the
Tower i ne. and houses an cnh'!oq@d wrinding stair leadine to the attio.

The attic is finished in plaster over lath with headed tonaue-in-
oroove floor deckine, The hagement i contained by hrick foundat inn walls,
and g marked by two firenlace Bevond the south foomdation vall is a
hyick vanlted room,  Remains nF A Dcnf save or callerv norch can be
detected in t+he hrickvork hrﬂ ~7 the helt eouraes on the east and vest

farmades .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

David Clark, captain in the D=lazare Militia, began amassing an
estate in vhat was to become Blackbird Himndred, Nerr Castle County, in 1755,
when Tsaan Fngland deeded him a tract of land in Annoquinimink Hundred callpd
Ners Rristol . Fneoland's grandparvents, Josenh and Rebecca Ensland, had
roreived comfivmation of natent on the 1and From William Pemn on the
nineteenth of Mav, 1771,

The vear of thn convasraps of the tract mrebahltr dates the construction
of the Clark homestead on Clearfield Farm. David Clark's son, William,
a military man like his father, was the second generation to occuny the
house, As a colonel in the state militia, William led a companv that
took heavy losses in the battle of Monmouth.

Although William's son, John, also attained the rank of colonel in
the state militia, he i= hetter knom as the twentieth Governor of Delauare|
Clark was elected in 1816 on the ticket of the Federalist Partvr, and
served for three vears batween 1817 and 1820, His wife was not new to
molitics, being the daughter of one of her hushand's predecessors, John
Cook. John Clark died a vear after leavine office, and mas biried in the
Preshyvtépian oravevard south of Smyrna. the toum where he vas acrmstomed
to trangact business. His home is currentlv maintained as a headnuarters
of the Department of Corrections. 7
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Dioyres

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been

]
A A
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set //7:, 5 7
' A1 // e

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

7

level of significance of this nomination is: ;

H

National [ State fg] Local ([ [

r. B Revkelew Tompking

Name

Title ___ Divector, Div. of Historical
and Cultural Affairs

Date &-aM-12, Date

[ -

Chief, Office of Archeology and His;t’tlar c Preservation
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